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PREFACE 

T\TY title is a somewhat long one, but I wished to make 
it quite clear that in this volume I am dealing with the 
Manor, Castle, Parish, and Town of Plympton only. I have 
a great deal of information with respect to the Priory, the 
Church of St. Mary, and the other Plympton Manors, which 
I hope some day to put into print. In chapters ii and iii 
I have quoted freely from my papers which appeared in the 
Transactions of the Devonshire Association and of the Ply- 
mouth Institution some years since. 

I have to thank many kind friends for assistance in the 
completion of this little work. I may mention especially 
the Rev. Henry T. Hole, the Rector, who has given me 
unrestricted access to the registers and to the few books which 
are preserved ; and Mr. James Hine and Dr. Charles Aldridge, 
who have helped me with drawings and photographs and in 

other ways. 

J. B. R. 

Castle Barbican, Plympton 
Novitnher, 1906 
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THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

CHAPTER I 

EARLY HISTORY 

Pljrmpton for a thousand years— The parish, the borough, the town— Castle Ring— 
Early inhabitants— The waters of the estuary of the Plym— Derivation of the 
name — The ton— Domesday Plintona and Elintona— The Barony and Honour 
of Pljrmpton- The lords of Plympton— The family of Redvers— The Courtenays 
—The manor and its extent— The lands and tenants in the eighteenth century 
—The manor of Pljrmpton Grange and its owners. 




I 



N 1904 Plympton had a recorded docu- 
mentary history of a thousand years. 
There is, in the possession of the Dean 
and Chapter of Wells, a copy of a deed 
dated 904, by which the king, Eadweard, 
grants to Asser, the Bishop of Sherborne, 
certain lands in the county of Somerset, in 
places we now know as Wellington, West 
Buckland, and Bishop's Lydeard, receiving 
in exchange the Monastery of Plymentun : — 

Ulius monasterii quod saxonice dicitur Plymentun m utraque 
parte in perpetuam hereditatem et miht et tilts cum omnibus ad 
se periinentibtis ; id est hominilmsy et pecoriims^ silviSf campisy 
pascuiSf pratiSf piscimriisy ut habeant suis diebus et relinquant 
quibuscumque successoribus ad illam sedem post se venientibus, 
quamdiu ulla Christianitas in ista terra fuerit sine uUo censu et 
vectigali ulli homini terrenOy exceptis tribtis causisj id est expe^ 
ditione et arcis et pontis constructione^ 

No explanation can be given as to the reasons for this 
exchange. Probably it was connected with the royal grants 

^ ** Cartularium Saxonicum," Birch, vol. II, p. 268. Kemble. **Cod. Dipl.", 
MLXXXIII, vol. V, p. 156. 



Digitized 



by Google 



2 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

somewhat earlier to Asser of Exeter and its district.^ But the 
deed establishes the historic fact that there was a settled com- 
munity in the neighbourhood of Plympton at all events as 
early as the ninth century. 

The religious house of Plympton held much land in the 
locality before Domesday, and later its possessions extended 
into the adjoining districts. When Plympton was spoken of 
in former days, either the borough or the priory and the 
populous neighbourhood around was meant. Now when Plymp- 
ton is referred to, the town of Plympton — Plympton Erie, the 
parish of St. Maurice — is generally meant. The adjoining 
parish takes its name from the Church of St. Mary, but this 
designation is modern, dating from the sixteenth century. 
There is no such place as Plympton St. Mary; parts of Ridge- 
way, the villages of Underwood, Colebrook, and the smaller 
hamlets and scattered houses, farms, and agricultural land, 
making up an area for ecclesiastical and civil purposes known 
as this parish. In this Plympton area were and are certain 
separate manors, besides the manor of Plympton proper, which 
extended far beyond the limits of the present two parishes. 

But Plympton's history goes further back than its earliest 
written record shows. There can be but little question that 
the place known as the Castle Ring, or Boringdon Camp, is 
Celtic, and of much earlier date than anything now remaining 
at Plympton. The name Boringdon, Burrington, Burraton, 
and its variations, is Bury Down, the earthwork fortress on the 
hill. This fortress stands high — five hundred feet above the 
sea level — and it commands the valleys below, those of 
the Plym and the Torry Brook. It is, as pointed out to us by 
a distinguished engineer ofiScer, in a direct line with the 
mound of Plympton Castle, and it is impossible to resist the 
conclusion that there was a connexion between the two, and 
that they dominated the surrounding country. But at Plymp- 
ton proper there is now nothing so old as Boringdon Camp. 
Here, whatever may have preceded them, the earthworks 
are post-Roman. A high hill on the south, gently sloping 
ground on the north, the valley nearly at its termination on 
the east, and on the west the open flat land, formerly, as we 
shall see, much more marshy than at present, was the position 

^ Asser. ** Dictionary National Biography," II, p. 198. 



Digitized 



by Google 



EARLY HISTORY 3 

chosen as a dwelling-place and stronghold by our ancestors in 
days long past. It is impossible to say with any certainty 
what time has elapsed since the valley in which the town of 
Plympton is situated was first inhabited by the human race, 
but there can be no question that man has long had his home 
here, and that from remote ages it has been the scene of busy 
life, sometimes interrupted by tumult and bloodshed. 

Except in one particular the main features of the locality 
have changed but little, but that particular is an important 
one. While now the estuary is two miles from Plympton, in 
early times the tidal waters flowed nearly up to it, and at high 
tides, even in medieval times, it would seem that they washed 
the walls of the castle. 

Tracing the course of the estuary of the Lara from Catwater, 
we shall find that the sea, now restricted in its flow by natural 
changes, and confined within narrower limits by art, ran up the 
valley to near the place now forming the western side of the 
graveyard belonging to the Church of St. Mary. Thence it 
branched o£F, tending north-east and south-east, the former 
stream flowing over the flat, now the site of the railway 
station, and so on up the Newnham or Torry valley, the latter 
running up the Plympton valley, its waters mingling with the 
stream, now a small one — Ballam's, that is Baldwin's Brook, 
the mill stream — ^which still comes down at the back of the 
houses on the south side of the main street of the town, and 
so on, on the north of the village of Underwood to the Priory 
Mills. 

It is evident that the tidal waters do not reach so far as they 
did. In old leases of houses on the north side of Underwood, 
the gardens of which slope down to the now much reduced 
stream, were, it is said (we have never seen one), grants of 
rights of fishing in the water which flowed up the valley to 
Plympton. An old woman of Plympton, who died about the 
year 1834 at ^^^ ^S^ of ninety-four, used to say that her mother 
had told her that she recollected vessels coming to the quay 
opposite the Church of St. Mary, where there was a boat- 
house. Other old persons still alive remember boats coming 
very far up what are now the marshes, west of the road leading 
from Plympton St. Mary bridge to Underwood. This reced- 
ing of the water is quite independent of the restraint of the 
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4 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

flow of the sea by embanking operations. Even now some- 
times with very heavy rain, or a rapid thaw after snow, and a 
flowing tide, the lower parts of Plympton are inundated by the 
overflow of the stream. That there is very much less land in 
these valleys covered with water than in former days is 
certain. 

In digging a well at Woodbine Villas, in the year 1875, at 
the western end of Plympton, at about seven feet from the 
surface the workmen passed through a layer of stone, evidently 
deads brought from the quarry close by, and then reached 
black mud with sand and sea shells intermixed. They also 
found three posts of rended oak with sharpened ends placed 
in triangular shape, two and one, apparently as they thought 
for the purpose of mooring boats. Oak piles such as are used 
for making embankments were also found at the same place 
in January, 1893, and in breaking up the road for laying water 
pipes, not long after, at the corner where the roads from 
Underwood, Dark Street Lane, the Back Lane, and Plympton 
meet, about four feet from the surface large pebble stones were 
found which had apparently formed part of a pitched pave- 
ment or causeway, portions of which the contractor for the 
work informed us were intact. There is no documentary or 
geological evidence in support of the view that the tidal waters 
flowed beyond the walls of the castle. 

At the head of the Plympton valley the ancient tribesmen 
settled, and the position of defence was laid out ; and whether 
it was originally a stronghold of the Briton, or whether it was 
formed by his successors, his conquerors, or whether the Dane 
took possession of it and raised his fort here, it cannot be 
denied that in these early times the site must have been an 
important one, and that the population here settled must have 
needed a resort for safety and protection. We do not think, 
however, that the Dane obtained a footing here. We have 
strong evidence of his having done so in other parts of the 
county, more especially north of Tavistock, but there is noth- 
ing to justify us in supposing that he succeeded in establishing 
any permanent settlement in this neighbourhood. 

If the age of Plympton can be settled by its name, Briton 
and Roman may be left out of consideration, for Plymentum, 
Plintona, Plimptona, Plymton, Plympton are Saxon without 
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EARLY HISTORY 5 

doubt. **The suflSx 'ton' constitutes a sort of test word," 
says Mr. Isaac Taylor, " by which we are able to discriminate 
the Anglo-Saxon settlements." ^ ** A tun or * ton ' was a place 
surrounded by a hedge, or rudely fortijfied by a palisade";* 
and if the fortified enclosure at Plympton, formed by the 
English colonist on the stronghold wrested from the Kelt, had 
an earlier name, it is now lost in that given it by the Con- 
queror, and still preserved to us. The derivation of the 
remaining half of the word is not so clear. Superficially it 
would be said to mean the town on the Plym, the river. But 
if so, from whence does the river obtain its name? It cannot 
be the town upon the river we now know as the Plym, simply 
because the town is not, and never was upon the river. The 
water, with the exception of the brook on the south of the 
town, round about Plympton was tidal, fed to some extent by 
springs, but for the most part water from the sea. The nearest 
river is the Torry River, or Torry Brook, which we take to be 
an older word than Plympton.* The River Plym flows now, 
and flowed much in the same direction as in pre-Norman 
times, a considerable distance from Plympton. Dyer of 
Exeter, in one of his amusing books, lays it down positively 
that the word is a compound one of three syllables ; that ** p " 
stands for the Keltic **pen," a head; **&zm," or **/m," or 
"(vwi," the Gaelic for a harbour; and **ton," Saxon;* thus 
making the word Penlynton, meaning the enclosed place at 
the port head I Baxter, an old writer, derives the word Plym 
from Pilim, which he says signifies volvere^ to roll.* 

We are inclined to think that the simplest explanation 
is the most probable, and that in the word Plym or Plin we 
have the name of a tribe or family, which, or some branch 
of which, made the spot whose history we are now con- 
sidering, its home. We constantly find **ton" associated 
with the names of clans, tribes, and families. In Durham 
and Shropshire the Maurings, or Myrgings, a Prankish clan, 
are commemorated in Merrington ; the Harlings at Harling- 
ton in Bedfordshire ; the Scyllings at Shilvington ; the 

* " Words and Places," 3rd edit., p. 78. 

* Stubbs' "Const. Hist EngL," vol. I, p. 82. 
' Celtic torszhi^h rock, rA^s water. 

* •* Vulgar Errors : Antient Mode of bestowing Names," p. 74. 

* "Glossarium Antiquitatem Britannicarum," p. 196, 1719. 
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6 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

Haelsings at Helsington ; the Thurings at Torrington in our 
own county, Thorington in Suffolk, and Thorington in Essex ; 
the Ardings at Ardington in Berkshire ; the Irings at Erring- 
ton in Yorkshire ; the Allings at Allington and Alvington ; 
and the Varini and Billings at Warrington, Werrington and 
Billington. If there is anything in this conjecture, we may 
assume that the family whose name is thus preserved was a 
small one, but still widely scattered. We have Plymstock in 
** Domesday" as Plemestock, the place surrounded with piles. 
Another Plympton is now a farm near the coast not far from 
the Bolt Head ; there is Plymtree near Collumpton ; and the 
list, taking in other counties, might be much extended. Many 
of the places are small, some only farms, and while it is 
impossible to trace any connexion between them now, there 
must have been a common origin for the name ; and although 
we are unable at present to indicate any family or tribe with 
which they may be identified, the nearest approach being the 
Pealings, a tribe of Frisians, who have left their name at 
Pallington, the explanation suggested is, we think, worthy of 
consideration.^ 

In dealing with the Domesday entries of the Plympton 
manors we leave speculation. We take Plintona to be the 
Manor of Plympton proper. It had belonged to the Crown 
before the Conquest, and then was part of the King's holding 
in demesne. It paid geld for two and a half hides, and 
besides land for twenty ploughs the canons of Plympton had 
land for six more ploughs ; but while the King's plough lands 
were worth iis. 3d. each, those of the canons were worth only 
5s. lod., the former rendering ;^I3. los., the latter £1. 15s. 
There were six acres of meadow and twenty acres of pasture, 
with wood a mile and a half long (one leuca) and three 
quarters of a mile broad. This wood was probably on the 
southern slope above the town, trees remaining there now at 
the eastern and western extremities, intermediate parts of the 
ancient forest having been cleared for cultivation. At the time 
of the Survey there were but jfive head of oxen, and only jfifty 
sheep. On the manor were fifteen villeins, twelve bondmen, 
and six serfs. 

» "Arch. Joum.", vol. XXIV, p. 292. 
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EARLY HISTORY 7 

The entries of the Exeter and Exchequer books are as 
follows, which we give as in the original and translated. 

The Exchequer book entry is as follows : — 

Rex tenet Plintone. Tempore regis Eduuardi geldabat pro ii hidis 
et dimidia. Terra est xx carucis. In dominio sunt ii carucs et vi 
serui et xv uillani et xii bordarii cum xii carucis. Ibi vi acrae prati 
et XX acrae pasturae. Silua i leuca longitudine et dimidia latitudine. 
Reddit xiii libras et x solidos ad pensum. 

Praeter banc terram tenent canonici eiusdem manerii ii hidas. 
Terra est vi carucis. Ibi xii uillani habent iiii carucas. Valet xxxv 
solidos« — 100 (3) ; 2a. 

The king holds Plintone. In the time of king Edward it paid geld 
for two hides and a half. There is land for twenty ploughs. In 
demesne are two ploughs, and six serfs, and fifteen villeins, and 
twelve bordars, with twelve ploughs. There are six acres of meadow 
and twenty acres of pasture. Wood one leuga long and half a leuga 
broad. It renders thirteen pounds and ten shillings by weight 

Beside this land the canons hold two hides of the same manor. 
There is land for six ploughs. There twelve villeins have four 
ploughs. It is worth thirty-five shillings. 

The fuller Exeter entry is : — 

Rex habet i mansionem quas uocatur Plintona quam tenuit 
Eduuardus rex ea die qua ipse fuit uiuus et mortuus et reddidit 
gildum pro ii hidis et dimidia. Has possunt arare xx carrucas. Inde 
habet rex i hidam et ii carrucas in dominio et uillani i hidam et 
dimidiam et xii carrucas. Ibi habet rex xv uillanos et xii bordarios 
et vi seruos et v animalia et 1 cues et i leugam nemoris in longitudine 
et dimidiam in latitudine et vi agros prati et xx agros pascuae. Haec 
reddit xiii libras et x solidos ad pensum et quando Balduinus recepit 
xii libras et x solidos ad pensum. 

Exceptis his ii hidis et dimidia habent canonici sancti Petri de 
Plintona ii hidas. Has possunt arare vi carrucas. Ibi habent 
canonici xii uillanos qui habent iiii carrucas et ualent per annum 
xxxv solidos. — (86) 79. 

The king has a manor called Plintona, which king Edward held on 
the day in which he was alive and dead, and it rendered geld for two 
hides and a half. These can be ploughed by twenty ploughs. Of 
them the king has one hide and two ploughs in demesne ; and the 
villeins have one hide and a half and twelve ploughs. There the 
king has fifteen villeins, and twelve bordars, and six serfs, and five 
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head of cattle, and fifty sheep, and of wood one leuga in length and 
half a leuga in breadth, and six acres of meadow, and twenty acres 
of pasture. This [manor] renders thirteen pounds and ten shillings 
by weight, and when Baldwin received it it rendered twelve pounds 
and ten shillings by weight 

Apart from these two hides and a half, the canons of St Peter of 
Plintona have two hides. These can be ploughed by six ploughs. 
There the canons have twelve villeins, who have four ploughs, and 
these two hides are worth yearly thirty-five shillings. 

It may be useful to give also the Elintona entries, as some 
reference must be made to them later. The Exchequer is : — 

Rex tenet Elintone. Tempore regis Eduuardi geldabat pro ii hidis 
et dimidia. Terra est xx carucis. In dominio est i caruca et x semi 
et xvi uillani et ix bordarii cum xii carucis. Ibi vi acrae prati, et x 
acrs pasturae. Silua iii quarentens longitudine et dimidia quarentena 
latitudine. Reddlt xii libras et x solidos ad pensum. 

Clerid eiusdem uills tenent unam hidam. Ibi est in dominio 
i caruca et ii semi et iii uillani et iiii bordarii cum i caruca. Ibi ii 
acrs prati et x acrae pasturae. Valet x solidos. Rex concedit eis in 
elemosina. — loo (3) ; 2a. 

The king holds Elintone. In the time of king Edward it paid geld 
for two hides and a half. There is land for twenty ploughs. In 
demesne are one plough, and ten serfs, and sixteen villeins, and nine 
bordars, with twelve ploughs. There are six acres of meadow and 
ten acres of pasture. Wood three furlongs long and half a furlong 
broad. It renders twelve pounds and ten shillings by weight. 

The clergy of the same manor hold one hide. There are in 
demesne one plough, and two serfs, and three villeins, and four 
bordars, with one plough. There are two acres of meadow and ten 
acres of pasture. It is worth ten shillings. The king grants them 
[thts sum] in alms. 

The Exeter Book has : — 

Rex habet i mansionem quae uocatur Elintona quam tenuit 
Eduuardus rex ea die qua ipse fuit uiuus et mortuus et reddidit 
gildum pro ii hidis et dimidia. Has possunt arare xx carmcae. Inde 
habet rex i hidam et i carmcam in dominio et villani i hidam et 
dimidiam et xii carmcas. Ibi habet rex xvi uillanos et ix bordarios 
et X seruos et iii quadragenarias nemoris in longitudine et dimidiam 
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in latitudine et vi agros prati et x agros pascuae. Hsc reddit xii 
libras et x solidos ad pensum et quando Balduinus recepit tantundem. 
Et sacerdotes istius uillas habent i hidam terrae. Et habent inde iii 
uirgas et i carrucam in dominio et villani i uirgam et i carrucam et iii 
uillanos et iiii bordarios et ii seruos et iiii animalia et x porcos et xxxi 
ones et ii agros prati et x agros pascuae. Haec ualet x solidos et hoc 
concedit rex in elemosina. — {86b) 79. 

The king has a manor called Elintona, which king Edward held on 
the day in which he was alive and dead, and it rendered geld for two 
hides and a half. These can be ploughed by twenty ploughs. Of 
them the king has one hide, and one plough in demesne ; and the 
villeins have one hide and a half, and twelve ploughs. There the 
king has sixteen villeins, and nine bordars, and ten serfs, and of 
wood three furlongs in length and half in breadth, and six acres 
of meadow, and ten acres of pasture. This [manor] renders twelve 
pounds and ten shillings by weight, and it rendered as much when 
Baldwin received it. 

And the priests of this manor have one hide of land. And there 
they have three virgates, and one plough in demesne and the villeins 
have one virgate and one plough, and three villeins, and bordars, 
and two serfs, and four head of cattle, and ten swine, and thirty-one 
sheep9 and two acres of meadow, and ten acres of pasture. This 
[htde] is worth ten shillings, and this [sum] is granted by the king 
in alms. 

The Exchequer Book gives us a further item of Plympton 
history, showing that Robert Bastard had two villeins who 
lived on the land of the manor : — 

Ipse Robertus habet ii uillanos in terra Sancti Petri de Plintone 
quos tenebat Aluuinus tempore regis Eduuardi. Reddunt v solidos. 
113 (3) 280. 

Robert himself has two villeins on the land of St. Peter of Plintone, 
whom Alwin held in the time of King Edward. They return five 
shillings. 

As time went on and when the troubles of the Conquest 
were over, William, in his projects for keeping the English 
under and the Normans in order, introduced the Feudal 
system in its most perfect, and consequently in its harshest, 
form. His nobles were dispersed throughout the land, and 
castles of more or less importance, for o£Fence, as well as for 
the defence of territory, sprang up in all directions. 
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Plympton evidently was considered worth some attention. 
The ancient fortification here was repaired and strengthened, 
and walls of stone — reared upon the earthworks — ^took the 
place of the wooden palisades and other structures which the 
Englishman had erected. This shows that around Plympton 
there was a population, and the abandonment of Boringdon 
Camp as a fortress would lead us to suppose that the former 
was now considered the important post and the one to be 
maintained. 

Plympton was honourably distinguished by its being put 
into the charge of Baldwin the sheri£F, and he was rewarded 
for his services to William with many dignities, and enormous 
grants of land. Among them he received the baronies, with 
the honours and castles, of Plympton and Okehampton. 

Before the Conquest we find that there were various divisions 
of the country which may be generally thus described : (i) the 
township, villatUy vicus or tithing^ being the basis of, and now 
represented by, the town, tithing, or parish ; (2) the hundred 
or Tvapentakcj an aggregation of townships, a division still 
preserved ; and (3) the shire representing the county.^ Be- 
tween the hundred and the shire^ or more probably side by side 
with the former, existed large franchises or liberties, jurisdic- 
tion in which was vested in private hands. Their origin 
appears to have been a grant by the king of a number of 
manors and privileges, not necessarily in one place, in which 
the grantee might exercise all the authority, and possess 
absolutely, all the rights and advantages which the King him- 
self possessed therein. Many of these liberties were held by 
the Church, others had been granted to great thegns and 
gesiths. Such a liberty was probably Plympton. Held by 
a thegn before the Conquest, it of course came into the hands 
of William, after which it was held by him and his immediate 
successors as Crown land, and being thus vested in the 
sovereign it retained its separate existence free from any 
exterior jurisdiction, and the revenues were either set apart for 
the King's ministers or held by the King himself, the rent 
being collected by the o£Scers of the Royal Exchequer. 

1 Stubbs, "Const Hist", I, pp. 106, 40a Tomlin's "Law Diet", sub HL 
Honour. 
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Signories of this kind were known by the name of honours. 
Every honour had a capital seat or head called caput honoris, 
or baronuBy and it was commonly a castle.^ In later times 
honours were created by Act of Parliament (see 31 Hen. VIII, 
c. 5 ; 33 Hen. VIII, cc. 37, 38, and other statutes of this 
reign). These honours comprised a large quantity of lands 
with forests, manors, liberties, and franchises scattered through- 
out the realm. 

Some idea of the extent and value of the Honour of Plymp- 
ton may be obtained from the extracts we are able to give. 
The first is from the Carta Antiqua J. J., and although the 
date is uncertain, from internal evidence it is probably about 
1250. It states that 2 — 

The Barony of Plympton is holden of the King by the service of two 
knights fees and a half. The Abbot of Buckland holds the manors 
of Buckland, Bickleigh, Walkhampton, and Columpton, and they be- 
long to the said Barony by the donation of Amicia, formerly Countess 
of Devon, and by the confirmation of Isabel de Fortibus. Likewise 
Gilbert de Knoville holds the manor of Honiton of the said Barony 
which because of the aforesaid service is not yet [a/]portioned. And 
there are in the hands of the Earl of Devon belonging to the said 
Barony, the manor of Plymton, which is the capital manor, the 
manors of Topsham and Tiverton, in which they have gallows and 
tumberell and free warren anciendy. Plimton and Tiverton come 
to the sheriffs turn, but Exminster and Topsham do not. The same 
lord has in his hand the Hundreds of Plimton, Exminster, Wenford, 
Tiverton, and Kanngge with the appurtenances belonging to the 
said Barony, but the bedellry of Warford is in the hand of Simon de 
Monteacuto, held of the fee. Likewise by purchase of the said lord 
he hath in his hand the manor of Midelton Damarle, where there is 
a certain fine out to rent, which is called wayssilver, and ought to be 
paid to the bailiff of the fee of Plimton, and to be charged on his 
account. There are likewise in the county of Devon the following 
advowsons belonging to the said Barony, viz. Thomvelegh and 
Tiverton ; and the advowson of Tiverton is divided into four 
portions, of which the Prior of St. James near Exeter enjoys one for 
his proper use from ancient times. Likewise by purchase of the 
lord the advowson of Stoke Dammarle, and after the death of 
Roisin Dammarle the advowson of the church of Woodley. The 
priory of St. James is likewise, in the advowson of the lord, and 

* Madox, "Bar. Ang.", p. 17. 
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belongs to the lord of St. Martins Campis at Paris. Likewise 
the Priory of Lodris is of the advowson of the Lord by the gift of 
Richard Redvers the first, to whom belongs the manor of Axmouth, 
and the earl -of Devon and to have the guardianship of the said 
priory during the time of its vacancy. All the tenants of the above 
fees are obliged to support the walls, etc., of the castle of Plympton, 
and the lord is to keep up the moat and the tower at his own ex- 
pense. The church of Exminster is in the gift of the Prior of 
Plympton. The Dean and Chapter of Exeter have the church of 
Toppisham for their proper use. There is a market every Saturday 
and a fair on St. Margaret's day newly purchased ; and there is at 
Toppisham a sea port called Exmue because the river Exe empties 
itself into the sea, where ships and boats come, and the lord takes 
of every ship and every boat which anchors there 2d., which is 
called kilage, and he has the third penny custom unarum ibidem 
applicante^ that is to say of those who pay custom to the bailiffs of 
the city of Exeter. Then follows Baldwin's grant of 26 Hen. Ill 
and the grant of turbary, etc. , by Isabel de Fortibus to the Burgesses 
of Plympton in her land towards Dartmoor and Ley \Hey^ Lee] 
Wood, and without it. {Vide post chap, iii.) 

The next list is apparently not complete. It was compiled 
probably in connexion with the succession of Hugh Courtenay, 
second Earl of Devon, who married Margaret de Bohun, on 
the death of his father in 1340. 

Devon. Terr Honoris de Plympton 

Honor de Plympton Castru MaSliu Hundr is Burg de Plymp- 
ton cu visu Francipleg Warren Lifeta? fiend wracce maris cum 
Accident . . . . cxxix" vij" ix'^ob q* 

MaSiu Burg ^ Hundf de Tyv^ton cu ptin ac visu Francipl^ 
^ Warenna ibm nficat ^ Nund ibm . liiij" xix" ij** 

Ac de Advocacoibtf triu porconu Curat in Ecciia de Tyv^ton. 

MaSiu % Hundr de Exmester cu ptin ac visu Francipleg % 
warenna ibm. 

MaSiu de Topsam cu ptin ac visu Francipl^ % warenna ibm. 

MaSiu de Tjrwyckbeare cu ptin ac Hundr de Wonford * 
Harygge cu visu Francipleg il5m ac lilSa piscaria Aque de 
Exe. 

Ac de una Acra terr cu ptin in Wodelegh * Advocacoe ecclie 
ibm eidem Acr ptin. 
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Ac de Tribif Acr terr in StokedamereB cu ptin et advocacoe 

eccHe it>m. 
Advocacoes ecciia^ de Throwlegh Mylton dain?ell sci Leonard! 

iux* Exon ac Abbie de Bokeland Monaco^ ai Bokelond see 

Marie. 
Unu Mes una Canicata terr * x«" Ac? pHi cu ptin in Bottysford. 
Oct librat reddil!? exeunt [de]^ terr Dnicat in Hotboghton. 
Honor de Okeh^mpton Castru MaSiu % Burg de Okeh^pton 

cu visu Francipleg % liKa Warenna ac lilSa Chacea de Oke- 

hamjpton nScsii * Nundin de Okeh*mpton cu ptin Advocacio 

Cantie de Bryghtlegh eidm Ma&io ptin. Ivj" v* viij^ob q* 

Ma&iu de Sampford Courteney cu visu Francipleg % warenna 

* advocac Ecciie ibm * Cantarie de Stykelpath. 
Ma£liu de Dowlton cu visu Francipleg % warenna it>m cu ptin 

% advocac Ecciie ibm. 
Ma&iu de Chulmeleygh cu visu Francipleg % warenna % advocac 

ecciie it>m ex^ ^bend in eadm Ecciia dco MaStio ptin. 
Ma£)iu % Burg de Chaluelegh cu visu Francipleg % waren it>m 

cu ptin * Advocacoe Ecciie ifem. 
Ma&iu de Chutebere * Newenh*m iux* Chytelh^mpholt cu ptin. 
Ma&iu de Exilond cu visu Francipleg % warenna ibm ac tribus 

Molendinis itm. 
MaSiu de Kenne ac Burg de Kenneford cu visu Franc % 

warenna advocacoibz Ecciie % Cantarie de Kenne ^dict. 

iiij** xiij" iij* j**otJ 
MaSiu de Whympyll cum visu Francipleg * warenna cu ptin. 
MaStiu de Aylesbear cu visu Francipleg % warenna. 
Burgus de Newton popleford cu visu Francipleg warenna ^ 

Nund % advocac Cantie dco Ma&io de Aylesbere ptin. 
Ma&iu de Colyton at diet Colecombe cu visu Francipleg ^ 

warenna ac iii?cat * Nundin Advocac Cantarie * Hundr cu 

visu Francipleg % warenna ac lit>tat Kend wrecc maris infra 

dcm Hundr cu accident. 
Burgus de Colyford cu visu Francipleg ^ warenna ac marcat 

ibm cu ptiii. 
MaSiu de Whytford cu visu Francipleg * warenna cum Advo- 
cacoe Can?ie ibm. 

1 Omitted. « (?) for et 
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Man ^ de Musbre. 

Unum Mes CC. Acr terr Arrabit. C. Ac? bosci. C. Ac? iampno^ 

* Bruere. xij. Ac? pHi cu ptin in Huntbeare. 

Unum Mes octo Carucat ter? cu ptin in Brokelond Tryll * 

Smalecombe. 
MaStiu de Whytewyll ^ Powtesford. 

Unum [sic] Ac? ter? in Alfyngton cu Advocacoe Ecctie ibm. 
Unum Mes. C. Ac? ter? Arrabii sex Ac? pHi cu ptin in Seylake 

iux* Halberton Advocac ^bend de Heygheys Cutton * Kenne 

in Capella Castri Exon * advocacone AbKie de Ford. 
Mantiu de Farewey cu advocacoe ecciie ibm % Med Nund de 

Curledeche cu pfic ea^dm. 
Unum Mes unum Gardinu contin unam Ac? ter?. C. Ac? ter? 

Arrabit. xxx. Acr pHi cu uno Cto ter? vocat Sporemede cu 

ptin in Scutecomb Mylam % LoueclyfiFe. 
Mafliu de Cornwode Knyjghton Hethfeld Halryagge Pacombe 

Holdeh^m Vielston % Colmpjohn cu suis ptin. 
Ma&iu de Norton dauny cum visu Francepleg % warenna iSm. 
Septem Solidat Redditf? in Kinggesbryge % Doddebroke uno 

[sic] ten. xl**. Ac? ter? Arrabii octo Ac? pHi * x**". Ac? bosci 

in Wodcourt.* 
Ac xlviij^ Solidal!? Reddit^ cu ptin in Legh Derant. 
Unum Mes. CC. Ac? ter? Arrabit xij. Ac? pHi vnu Molm FuUe? 

xl** Ac? iampno^ * brue? cu ptin in Blakedowne * Waysshe- 

borne. 
Duo Mes. CCC Ac? ter? Arrabii CC. Ac? pHi ^. C. Ac? iampno^ 

* Brue? cu ptin in Monaton cu xxx** Solidat?? ter? iBm. 
Unum Mes. C. Ac? ter? Arrabii xij. Ac? p*ti C. Ac? iampno^ 

brue? cu ptin in Corteford. 
Unum Mes. xl** Ac? ter? Arrabit octo Ac? pHi. xl**. Ac? iampno^ 

^ brue? in Knolle. 
Unum Mes. xl**. Ac? ter? Arrabit vj. Ac? pHi. xl^. Ac? iampno^ 

* brue? in Pacoluvey. 

Unum Mes. xl**. Ac? ter? Arrabit octo Ac? pHi. C. Ac? iampno^ 

% brue? in Harcombe. 
Septem Mes in Civitate Exon. 

^ This item added by another hand. 
• (?) " exeunt de" omitted. 
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Unum Mes. C. Acr terr Arrabit octo Acr pHi in Ford infra 

pochiam de Yde. 
Unum Mes. Ix**. Acr terr octo Ac? pHi ^ xl^. Acr iampno^ 

% bruer in Holbroke infra pochiam de Clysthonyton. 
Unum Mes. CC. Acr terr Arrabit xx. Acr pHi xl**. Acr iampno^ 

% bruer in Paddebroke. 
Viginti solidat Redditf? in Broklond Chalowe. 
Hundr de Estbudleygh cu visu Francepleg * marcat pisciu 

apud Chydstone at Ch}rxston % libtate liend wracc maris ibm 

cu Accident. 
Hundr de Westbudleygh cu visu Francipleg. 
Unum pceB terr in Civitate Exoii cu Advocac Ecctie 01m Sco^ 

eidm pcelt ptin. 
Quatuor Mes cu iiij^' Gardinis in villa de Barnestaple. 
Duobz Mes. C. Ac? ter?. xx*. Ac? pHi ^ xl**. Ac? iampno^ * 

brue? in Peyngton. 
Unum Mes. C. Ac? ter?. x«™. Ac? pHi « xl** Ac? iampno^ ^ 

brue? in Ford in pocU de Chevelston. 

(Record Office : Rentals and Surveys, Devon. ^.) 

In the third chapter of this volume will be found an account 
of the Charters and Confirmations granted from time to time 
to the inhabitants of Plympton. The following, from the 
Patent Roll, is a confirmation to the tenant of the manor given 
by Henry VII, 24 February, 1503-4. The manor of Plympton 
being ancient demesne, the tenants are confirmed in their ac- 
customed exemptions and privileges. 

D'antiquo dnico Plyntone. R vniv^sis * singulis vicecomitibu'^ 
Maioribif Ballivis Constabulariis Ministris % aliis fidelibu'^ suis 
tarn infra liStates q^m ext* ad quos ^sentes tre pvenlint sattm. 
Cum scdm consuetudinem in regno iiro Angt hactenus optentam 
% approbatam hoies % tenentes de antiquo dnico Corone Angt 
de theolonio stallagio chiminagio pontagio pavagio picagio 
muragio lastagio % pasagio p totum regnu n?m ^cm quieti 
esse debeant ac scdm consuetudinem pdcam hoies % tenentes 
de antiquo dnico Corone ^ce a contribucoe expensa^ Militum 
ad parliamenta iira % ^genito^ iiro^ quondam Regum Angt ^ 
coitate Com venienciu semp hactenus a tempore quo non extat 
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memoria hoim quieti esse consuev^int Necnon scdm consue- 
tudinem supMcam holes % tenentes de Mari?ijs que sunt de 
antique dnico eiusdem Corone p ?ris % ten suis que tenent de 
eodem dnico in assisis iuratis seu recognicoib3 aliquib) poni 
debeant nisi tm de hiis que in Cur huiusmodi Mari?io^ debent 
fieri. Ac Marfiu de Plyntone in Com Devon de antiquo dnico 
Corone Angt existat sicut p quandam Stificacoem nob in Can- 
cellar nram p Thes % Cani?rar nros de mandato iiro inde missam 
est comptum vofe * cuitt viin injunginf * mandam? qd omes * 
singulos hoies ^ tenentes de ^co Maifiio de Plyntone de theo- 
loneo stallagio chiminagio pontagio pavagio picagio muragio 
lastagio pafsagio % expensis Militum quietos esse pmittatis 
necnon eosdem hoies % tenentes eiusdem Maii^ij in assisis iuratis 
seu recognicoib) aliquib3 non ponatis nisi tm de hiis que in 
Cuf eiusdem Maifiij fieri debent cont* consuetudinem supMcam 
Et districcoem si quam eis vel eo^ alicui hiis occonib3 feSitis 
sine ditone relaxetis eisdem. In cuius ^ T. Rx apud Westm 
xxiiij die Februarij. 

(Patent Roll, 19 Hen. VII, part i, m. 25 [16].) 

In connexion with the history of the castle in chapter 11 
will be found an account of the Redvers family as lords of 
the Castle of Plympton. By them the honour and manor were 
also held up to the time of the death of Baldwin de Redvers, 
the eighth Earl of Devon, in 1262, and on the death of his 
sister Isabel, the dowager Countess of Albemarle, without 
issue, the estates and honours of the family descended to Sir 
Hugh de Courtenay, the great-grandson of Mary, youngest 
daughter of William de Redvers, the sixth earl, and the 
second wife of Sir Robert de Courtenay. From the Inq. 
post mortem we give particulars of the manor and the value at 
the date of the death of Isabella de Fortibus. 

Inq. taken at Plympton on Saturday next before the Feast 
of St Andrew 22 Edw: I [1293] by the oath of John de Scoford, 
Simon Bonde, Hugh de Coleford, Thomas de Ekkeworthy, 
Walter Atte Solere, Roger de Cruce, Roger le Hyurl, Robert 
Brunyng, Thomas Michel, Richard Herbert, Thomas le Potter 
and Ralph Akeman, who say that Isabella de Fortibus Countess 
of Albemarle held of the King in chief the manor of Plympton 
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together with all other her lands in County Devon by the service 
of 89 knight's fees. There is there a castle and garden adjoin- 
ing worth per annum clear 2 marks. There are there of the 
rent of assize of the Freemen ;f 7-14-5 and three pounds of 
pepper price of the ft 12^ and one pair of gilt spurs price 6* 
Of the rent of the villiens £g^ And rent of the Borough of 
Plympton ;f 15-4-2 and of aid, as well of freemen as of villiens 
50/* There are there in the demesne 264 acres of land worth 
per ann ;£^4-8-o price of the acre /4* Also 15 a of meadow worth 
per ann: 1 1/3 price of the acre -/g* also 66 acres of pasture worth 
per ann: ii/" price of the acre /2* The pasture of Dertemore 
is worth per ann: 24/" There are there 67 acres of wood and 
they are worth per ann in pasture and pannage 20/* The water 
mill is worth per ann: ;f 12. The plea and perquisites are worth 
per ann lOo/'. Hugh de Courtenay son of Hugh de Courtenay 
is the heir of the said Isabella and was aged 18 in the Feast 
of the Invention of Holy Cross last past. Sum ;f6o-i9-o 

(Escheators Inq: p. m. Roll i, No" 131-141, m. 17.) 

Sir Hugh Courtenay succeeded in 1293, and, de jure^ as 
Earl of Devon, but was summoned to Parliament as a baron : 
he was in the Scotch wars, was knighted by the Prince of 
Wales in 1306, made Privy Councillor 13 18, Warden of the 
coasts of Devon and Cornwall temp. Edwards II and III. His 
earldom was confirmed to him by letters patent 22 February, 
1334-5. He died in 1340, and was buried at Cowick, Exeter. 
From the Pipe Roll we give particulars of the manor, etc., 
when he succeeded to his lands. This entry gives an account 
of the manor of Plympton and other possessions of the late 
countess which were in the hands of the King by reason of 
the minority of Hugh de Courtenay. 

Compotus Gilt>ti de Cnouville Custodis Cast' de Plympton 
& omiu man'^io^ % t'^rar^ % tenementor^ que fuerut Isabelle de 
FortiW nup Comitisse Albemart defuncte in Com Devon in 
manu Rx existentciu racone minoris etatis Hug de Courteny 
consang'nei % heredis p'dcS Isabelle infra etate % in Custodia Rx 
existente a xvi die Octobr anno R. Rx E xxij. finiente p bre Rx 
patens usq3 xix diem Junij anno xxv anteq^m Rex cepat homa- 
giu ipsius Hug de gra sua spali. eo qd idem Hugo legitimam 
etate suam no probavit % ei reddiderat man'^ia de Plympton, 
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Exministre TyVton * Toppesh*m in Com Devon p bre Rx direc- 
tum Malculmo de Harlegh Eschaet Rx Cit^ Tren& 
Plimpton 

Idem r pp de xvj" ij* ix* de Redd ass man'^ij de Plympton de 
anno xxiij® sic qt in Rotlis ppotor^ tempe dee Comitisse. 

Et de XXXV" x^ de Redd ass Wifii de Coleford cu auxilio 
eP d custum p ide temp''. 

Et de iij' vj^ de iij lib? pipis % vno pari calcar deaurat de 
Redd vend p id tep''. 

Et de iiij" de Chevag hoc anno. 

Et de xl' de auxilio Custum' p id tep'^. 

Et de Ixxj" ij* de ptit * [p] quis Cur' man'^ij cu finibu3 * pvis 
Releviis quo^d tenenc? in eod man'^io p id tep' sic qt in R° de 
pticlis. 

Et de V* ij^ de pannag hoc anno. 

Et de xxxiij' iiij^ de pastuf yemat vend in grosso hoc anno. 

Et de vij" vj' de cccxiij acf ire de dnicis affirm hoc anno. 

Et de xlj' vj^ de a\Piis agistatf in mora de Dertemore in 
estate cu finib3 faldar^ p ide temp^* 

Et de XX* vj* de Jang turfe ^ bruer vend in ead mora hoc 
anno. 

Et de xxij' x^ de aViis agist in bosco hoc anno. 

Et de Ixvj" viij* de 1?ra locata in gardino herb^ * fructu 
eiusd vend hoc anno. 

Et de xii^ herbag^ circa castru hoc anno. 

Et de xxij* iij^ de xv acr pHi cum herba^f sub falcaconis 
vend hoc anno. 

Et de cij* vj^ de xx ac' * di fri vend in herba hoc anno. 

Et de xviij^ xj" v.* de oinid blad pvenientib) de exit? molend 
hoc anno. 

Et de xiij" iiij* xj* de div'^sis opibj custumar vend hoc anno. 

Et de viij* ^ix ovibj matr' post agnet * atte tons * vj aquis 
an tons de Redd vend. 

Et de xvj" iiij" ij* de Redd ass Burgi p annu. 

Et de iiij" ij' de ptitis % pquis' Hundr forinc hoc anno. 

Et de Ixiij' iiij^ de piit % pquis' cur militum hoc anno. 

Et de XV " de Relevio Thorn de Gorges fit * her' Wifti de 
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Gorges p iij feod militu que id Wifts tenuit de p'dca Comitissa 
in Tamerton Folyot, HorsweS Middelton * Blakston sic ide 
Thorn coram Baron recogii. 

Sm* Recepte man'^ii de Plympton cu' 
burgo de anno xxiij^ cxvj" xij* x^. 

Idem f pp de cxiiij" xiij* iiij* de psimilib3 exit ei' d marfij de 
Plympton de toto anno xxiiij sic qt in Rotlo de pticlis que life 
in Tho computf in ead suma x" de Relevio JoKis Harigald de 
uno feodo milit % fine ei'd ^ auxilio Kudo. 

Et de viij** xiiij* x* de Redd assio in eod man'io de Plympton 
de t'minis sci Martini. Natat Dni, PascK is Pentecoste, anno xxv 
anteq'm lifearet man'ium pMcm p'^dco Hug ut p'^dcm est. 

Et de vij" xij" j* de Redd ass Burgi de Plympton de t'minis 
Natat Dni * Pasch eod anno. 

Et de viij* de ix ovib) matf post agnet ^ an tons * vj agn an 
tons de Redd vend ad le Hokedey. 

Et de vj" xix" x* de opib) custuni vend a p'^dco to sci MicKis 
usq} xix die Junij p'^d'cm. 

Et de xxij* vj<* de xlv acr ?re de dnicis sic posit ad firma p idem 
tempus. 

Et de Ixviij* x^ de pastur' yemali * estivat * herbag' de gar- 
dino vend p id tempus. 

Et de xiiij" xiiij* viij<* oB de omid blad pvenienf de exitu molend 
p idem temp' comput in ead suma xxvij^ vj* de cxxxij q*rf fui 
Rx que Rex molere fecit ad ead molend absq' mult^a inde 
capienda. 

Et de ix** vij» viij* de finiW ptit ^ p'quis cur man'ij hundr 
ferine ^ militu cu iiij cap's pven de Wayf vend p id temp'. 

Et de xxiij' de coi auxilio Hundr de Plympton de annis xxiij 
^ xxiiij vid xi* vi** p annu sic pi in R^p. 

(Pipe Roll [143], 26 Edw. I.) 

The earl was succeeded by his son Hugh, who served his 
sovereign and his country well, among other deeds of valour 
successfully resisting a descent upon the Cornish coast by the 
French the year before his father's death. He married 
Margaret, the second daughter of Humphrey de Bohun, Earl 
of Hereford and Essex, by the Lady Elizabeth Plantagenet, 
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daughter of Edward L He died in 13779 and was buried in 
Exeter Cathedral. He survived his eldest son, and his grand- 
son, son of the latter, and was succeeded by another grandson, 
Edward, son of his third son Edward Courtenay, of Godling- 
ton. He was born about 1357, fought in the Scotch wars, 
was Admiral of the West, Earl Marshal of England, and 
Privy Councillor. He lost his sight some years before his 
death, and was called the Blind Earl. He married the grand- 
daughter of Lord Camoys, and died in 14 19, and was probably 
buried at Ford Abbey. His eldest son. Lord Courtenay, served 
in the French wars and fought at Agincourt 13 October, 141 5, 
but died in his father's lifetime without issue. The thirteenth 
earl, who succeeded on the death of the Blind Earl, was Hugh, 
the second son of the latter. He was captain of the fleet and 
King's lieutenant. He married Ann, sister of John, first Earl 
of Shrewsbury, and died 16 June, 1442, leaving as his 
successor Thomas his son, who was born in 1414. He married 
Margaret, the younger of the two daughters of John Beaufort, 
first Earl of Somerset, sometime Marquess of Dorset. He 
was a Lancastrian, and on a journey to mediate between 
the King and the Duke of York, was taken ill and died at 
Abingdon Abbey, February, 1457-8. His son succeeded, and 
with him the troubles of the family commenced. Up to this 
time the earls had been prosperous and fortunate. Thomas 
Courtenay, the fifteenth earl, like his father, was a staunch 
adherent of the House of Lancaster. He fought for Henry 
VI, no doubt at Northampton and Wakefield, was taken 
prisoner at Towton, and was beheaded at York on 3 April, 
1 46 1. All his honours and lands were forfeited to Edward IV. 
His brother, Henry Courtenay, who would have succeeded to 
his estates and dignities but for the attainder, seems to have 
found his way to the favour of the Yorkist King, who, not 
very long after the execution of Thomas Courtenay, gave him 
the manor of Topsham and other lands, formerly belonging 
to the family. In order, it is supposed, to wean the Courtenays 
and their adherents from his enemies, Edward also bestowed 
upon John Courtenay, another brother of Thomas, the manors 
of Exminster, Kenford, and Kenn, and the Hundred of Ex* 
minster, but we do not find that the whole of the honours and 
lands of the family were restored to its representative. The 
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earldom of Devon was bestowed upon Humphrey Stafford 
7 May, 1469. He deserted Edward's cause, and was beheaded 
at Bridgwater 17 August, 1469, and was scornfully called the 
"earl of three months." Henry Courtenay was beheaded at 
Salisbury not long before Stafford's execution. When Henry 
VI again came to the throne, 13 October, 1470, by the reversal 
of the attainders of Edward IV, John, Hugh's brother, the only 
surviving child of Thomas, the fourteenth earl, and Margaret 
Beaufort, was restored to the honours of his family. The 
blandishments of Edward had no power to change his allegi- 
ance to Henry and Margaret, and on the fatal field at Tewkes- 
bury, when their sun set never to rise again, John Courtenay, 
lord of Plympton, fell fighting for them and their cause, and 
his body was buried in the Abbey Church there. 

The Courtenay possessions were then granted by the King 
to John Lord Dynham and others. Lord Dynham had had 
the honours, castles, manors, and boroughs of Plympton and 
Okehampton on the death of Humphrey Stafford, and now 
he received the estates belonging to John Courtenay. On the 
death of this, the sixteenth earl, without issue, the representa- 
tive of the ancient earldom of Devon coming to the Courtenays 
from the Redvers family, and of the barony of Courtenay, 
fell into abeyance between his five sisters or their representa- 
tives, viz. Jane the wife of Sir Roger Clifford, afterwards the 
wife of Sir William Knivet ; Elizabeth the wife of Sir Hugh 
Conway, and Anne, Matilda, and Eleanor. 

Edward Courtenay, knight, was a descendant of Hugh 
Courtenay, the eleventh earl, and was now the heir male. Like 
his ancestors he was a Lancastrian, and fighting for Henry 
Earl of Richmond, was knighted by him a few days before 
the battle of Bosworth Field, and shortly after the victory 
(22 August, 1485) was by patent created Earl of Devon, and 
an Act of Parliament restored to him the honours lost by the 
attainder of the Parliament of i Ric. III.^ He no doubt 
lived at his castles in Devonshire : he defended Exeter in 1497 
against Perkin Warbeck, and married Elizabeth, the daughter 
of Sir Phillip Courtenay of Molland, and died in 1509. His 
son and heir, born about 1475, having married the Lady 
Catherine Plantagenet, sixth daughter of Edward IV, incurred 

1 ** Complete Peerage," voL III, p. 106. 
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the suspicion of the King, and although he had served his 
cause faithfully, and had helped with his father to put down 
the rebel Perkin Warbeck, he was charged with complicity 
in the rebellion of the Earl of Suffolk. This charge was not 
proved, but he was attainted, and so prevented from inheriting 
his father's earldom. But Henry VIII did not pursue the 
same adverse course ; he took Courtenay into favour, gave 
him a prominent position at his coronation, and two years 
afterwards restored to him the earldom. William Courtenay 
died of pleurisy very shortly after at the age of about thirty- 
six, and was succeeded by his only surviving son Henry. He 
too was a favourite with his King — for a time. He was but 
fourteen years of age, but imbued with all the lofty character- 
istics of his family, when, having succeeded to the earldom 
conferred on his father in the year of his death, 1511, he 
obtained from Parliament, 4 Henry VIII, a reversal of his 
father's attainder in 1504, whereby he succeeded to the earldom 
of Devon as held by his grandfather, and probably succeeded 
to such of the ancient honours of his family as remained in 
the Crown. He was High Steward of the Duchy of Cornwall 
in 1523, and in June, 1525, as Earl of Devon, lord of Plympton 
and Okehampton, he was created Marquess of Exeter. He, 
by assisting the King, who was his cousin, in his matrimonial 
and other schemes, secured the Royal favour and carried his 
subserviency so far that not only did he subscribe, with other 
lords, the articles exhibited against Wolsey, but he acted as 
Commissioner in 1533 for Queen Katherine's deposition, and 
signed the letter to the Pope urging the divorce. His reward 
for this was the stewardship of several religious houses in the 
West of England. He assisted to put down the rising known 
as the Pilgrimage of Grace, was present at the trial of Anne 
Boleyn, and was High Steward on the trials of Lords D'Arcy 
and Hussey. But here he stopped — things were going too 
fast; the proceedings of Thomas Cromwell were such as he 
could not countenance, and there is little doubt but that he 
compromised himself in some way by his association with the 
Pole family, and advantage being taken of it he was made 
prisoner, tried for high treason 3 December, 1538, and be- 
headed without scruple by his Royal relative. His earldom 
honours and estates were forfeited, all his Cornish lands were 
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annexed by the King to the Duchy of Cornwall, and the manofi 
borough, castle, and Hundred of Plympton, with their rights 
were granted to Edward, Duke of Somerset, 16 Jul^, 1547. 
(Patent Roll, i Edw, VI, Part 6, m. 21 (20)). 

Edward Courtenay, the second but only sunriving son of the 
attainted Henry and his wife Gertrude, daughter of William 
Blount, fourth Baron Mountjoy, was twelve years of age when 
his father was executed. He was immediately made a prisoner 
and sent to the Tower, and there was kept, not only 
for the remainder of Henry's reign, but also during the 
whole of the reign of Edward VI, and it was not until the 
accession of Mary that, having spent nearly fifteen years 
of his life in durance, he was released. Immediately after this 
he was created (3 September, 1553) Earl of Devon or Devon- 
shire, and empowered to enjoy such place and precedence as 
any of the ancestors of the said earl, theretofore earls of 
Devon, had ever had or enjoyed. He did not reciprocate the 
clemency of Mary ; he became implicated in Wyatt's plot, and 
apparently had thoughts of marrying the Princess Elizabeth 
and thus becoming King. He was arrested and again im- 
prisoned, but does not appear to have lost his titles, honours, 
or possessions. He was allowed at the end of a short time 
to go abroad, and soon after died at Padua, 18 September, 
1556, at the age of thirty, having spent eighteen years of his 
short life in prison. 

Ii^ i5S3y under the heading, Parcella terra possessionarum 
Henrici nuper Marchionis Exaniensis, the manor and borough 
of Plympton are shown to be worth ;^I32. 19s. 5d. to farm 
(Patent Roll, 4 Edw. VI, Part 6, m. 43 (15)); and shortly 
after the Queen, the same having on the attainder of the Duke 
of Somerset reverted to the Crown 28 September, 1553 (Patent 
Roll, I Mary, Part 10, m. 28 (9)), grants in perpetuity to 
Edward Courtenay, Earl of Devon and Marquess of Exeter, 
inter alia the honours and castles of Plympton and Okehamp- 
ton and the manor and Hundred of Plympton. 

The Royal grant being in perpetuity, on the death of the 
third earl without issue his honours, manors, and lordships 
were, as Qeaveland says, ^^all torn to pieces and parcell'd out 
to strangers."^ But not quite strangers, for his successors 

^ E. Qeaveland, ''Genealogical History Family of Courtenay," 1735, pp. 263-4- 
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were the descendants of his great-grand-auntSy sisters of his 
great-great-grandfather, Edward, Earl of Devon, created 1485, 
namely Elizabeth wife of John Tretherf, Maud wife of John 
Arundel of Talvern, Isabel wife of William Mohun, and 
Florence wife of John Trelawny. John Tretherf had by his 
wife a son Thomas, who had issue Elizabeth, who married 
John Vivian, and a daughter Margaret who married Edward 
Courtenay of Larrock, i.e. Landrake. 

It would not be easy and not a very interesting attempt to 
trace the descent of the Honour and Manor of Plympton after 
its division on the death of Edward Courtenay in 1556. For 
a considerable time it would seem that the whole remained 
undivided and held by the Crown and by various owners, 
some descendants of the Courtenays, others purchasers. We 
find: — 

g Licence granted to Peter Heame and Joan his Wife with 

a Aoril ^^^ others to alien to Hannibal Vyvian an eighth part of the 
Honours and Manors of Plympton and Okehampton. 

(Pat: R. 34 Eiiz: p. 2, m. 21.) 

I c88-Q Licence granted to Sir John Arundel to alien a fourth part 
I March ^^ ^^® Castle Manor Borough and Hundred of Plympton to 
John Hele and Thomas Hele. 

(Pat: R. 28 Eliz: p. 6, m. 28.) 

How the Honour and Manor became vested in the Crown we 
do not know, for there was no forfeiture in Mary's reign. We 
find mentioned in a Survey of 27 November, 1651 : — 

^'The Honors of Okehampton and Plympton, etc. in the 
Counties of Devon and Cornwall part of the possessions of 
Charles Stuarte the late King, then settled on Trustees for the 
use of the Common Wealth, held as of the Manor of East 
Greenwich in free and common socage by fealty only. Taken 
by Edward Hore, George Gentleman, Gabriel Taylor and 
George Goodman." 

The Honour of Plympton is thus described : — 

** All That the Honno' of Plympton lying and being in the 
County of Devon of which there is held one hundred and 
twenty knight's fees, three parts whereof in eight parts equally 
divided belonged to the late King unto whom there hath been 



Digitized 



by Google 



EARLY HISTORY 25 

heretofore paid for garrett money and suite to Court by the 
free tenants who hold of the said Honor yearly as a quit rent 
per annum, ;£'i4-2-o. 

'^The reliefs arising and growing due within this honor of 
Plympton did amount unto communibus annis fifteen pounds 
out of which there being deducted five parts in eight there 
remained to be paid to the late King p' ann: ;fv-xii*-vj^." 

By deed 2 February, 15 Jac. I (161 7-8), John Mohun con- 
veyed to Sir Francis Hele, of Cannington, Somerset, knight, 
one-fourth part of the honours, castell, borough, manors, fee, 
and Hundred of Plympton with their appurtenants in con- 
sideration of ;f 1300. Early in the eighteenth century George 
Parker, the ancestor of the present Earl of Morley, purchased 
an eighth of the manor and lands which had then become 
vested in (query George) Yeo, of Huish, and shortly after he 
purchased two other eighths which were then in the possession 
of Lord Carteret. At that time the rest of the manor, etc., 
was held, as to a half by Edmund Henry Pollexfen, whose 
father had purchased it of Christopher Monk, and as to an 
eighth by John Cranch of Plympton and Modbury, he having 
acquired it from Sir Richard Vyvian, to whom it had descended. 
In 1801 Lord Boringdon, afterwards Earl of Morley, was able 
to acquire these undivided parts, one moiety, formerly PoUex- 
fen's, which he purchased of the devisees of Humphrey 
Prideaux, of Place, Cornwall, and the remaining eighth of 
Messrs. Herbert Prideaux and Mayow, in whose possession it 
then was. The whole now belongs to the Earl of Morley. 

The extent and boundaries of the manor of Plympton, 
either at the time of the " Domesday " Survey or subsequently, 
it would be impossible now to determine accurately. It 
covered considerable portions of land on the southern 
boundary of the now parish of Plympton St. Mary, and parts 
of the parishes of Brixton and Plymstock, especially such 
parts of the latter as abutted on the boundary of Plympton in 
and about Elburton, with some land and common and other 
rights in the parish of Shaugh. 

There were also sundry free tenants: in 1753, thirty-five 
paid small amounts in respect of various properties ; the heir 
of Robert Burgoyne rendered a pair of spurs, the Corporation 
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of Plympton paid the rent reserved by Baldwin's charter, as 
we shall see further on, and there were small rack rents for the 
drift of Lee Moor and other holdings. Mr. John Parker, of 
Boringdon, held a good deal of land in Pl3mipton St. Mary 
under leases for lives, including Hardwick, Merrifield, and 
other property now part of the Saltram demesne, and Mrs. 
Culme and Mrs. Lang paid each eightpence a year for en- 
croachments on the castle ditches, and the bailififof the Borough 
of Plympton paid six shillings and eightpence annually for 
permission to brew ale. 

We are able to give, from a document which was formerly 
in the possession of the late Rev. Richard Lane, of Coffleet, 
a list of the lands and the belongings of the manor early in 
the eighteenth century. The greater part of the land was let 
on leases for lives with a reserved rent and a heriot payable on 
the dropping of each life. Some was in hand and let to 
tenants at yearly rentals. 

PLYMPTON ST. MARY 

The Barton of Hardwick, Rudge Park, West Moor, Jordan's 
Park, and the Will Park, 89 acres. 

Great Merrifield, Blaxton, and the Cawse. 

Two Closes called North Lakes, 67 acres. 

One Close called Catherine Park, 12 acres. 

Several fields — Killin Meadow, Home Park, Long Park, 
Cookney, and the Grove, alias Little Hardwick, 8 acres. 

Closes called Middlewoods, 30 acres. 

Two Closes called Wedges Parks, 13 acres. 

Budger's Meadow, 8 acres. 

Meadow. 

Southern Dorsmouth Hills, 13 acres. 

Northern Dorsmouth Hills. 

Two Closes called Northwind Hills. 

Several Closes called Eastern Heathfields, 12 acres ; seven 
Closes and a Meadow called Southwest Heathfields, 10 acres. 

Four fields called the Estrayer Parks, 16 acres. 

Ellacombe. 

Tenement and ^ farthing of land in Beckham and six acres 
of Barton Land, 31 acres. 
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Tenement and } farthing of land in Beckham and 16 acres 
of Barton Land. 

Several Closes called Peck's Chilstoney 31 acres. 

Several Closes called Jackman's, 13 acres. 

Chilstone, 13 acres. 

Wixenford, 70 acres. 

Two Tenements and two half farthings of land called Hay 
and Tothill, 48 acres. 

Earls Mills in decay, dilapidated. 

Clawlandy 8 acres. 

North Ley and Ley Parks, 53 acres. 

Three Closes called Higher Ley Parks, 16 acres. 

Saltram Quarry. 

Merrifield. 

PLYMPTON ST. MAURICE AND PLYMPTON ST. MARY 

May's Meadow and a Garden under Heywood, 5^ acres. 

PLYMPTON ST. MARY AND PLIMSTOKE 

Thomafield, 60 acres. 

Tenement in Elburton and ^ farthing and two Closes called 
Fire Stones, 16 acres. 

PLYMPTON ST. MAURICE 

Three Closes called Castle Hays, 12 acres. 
Garden, formerly John's House, dilapidated. 
Castle Ditches. 

PLYMSTOCK 

Several Closes called Jackman's Chilstone, 13 acres. 

Oreston passage. 

Howstert. 

Tenement and ^ farthing of land in Elburton called Dean, 
15 acres. 

House and Close of land called Northimtown Park. 

House in Elburton, one Garden, one Orchard, one Court- 
lage, and one Close called Higher Standard, 4 acres. 

Two Closes in Elburton called Bowhall's, i^ acre. 

Tenement in Elburton, Shortwood, and Swanadon, 8 acres. 

Lower Footland, Lower Standard, and Lower Dean, 8 acres. 
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Trescott's House and Orchard. 

Flood. 

Little Dean and Banhole, 3 acres. 

Tenement in Elburton called Downintown, 12 acres. 

Pollux Park, 4 acres. 

Avent's Tenement in Elburton, 5 acres. 

Tenement and ^ farthing of land in Elburton, and of Closes 
of Barton Land called Sark's Tenements, 28 acres. 

Clerks House or Cottages in Elburton. 

Jose Pick's Tenements in Elburton, 6 acres. 

Clarks als Cross, 30 acres. 

Tenement and ^ farthing of land in Elburton called 
Howell's. 

Finche's Tenement in Elburton. 

Two Tenements and one farthing of land called Candishes. 

Newland Parks in Elburton, 15 acres. 

Perch and Hakes Tenement, 30 acres. 

Tenement and a ^ farthing of land in Elburton called 
Gwade's, 15 acres. 

Tenement called Dike's Tenement in Elburton, 16 acres. 

Tenement and several parcels of Barton Land called Mings, 
26 acres. 

Tenement called Pike's Tenement, 24 acres. 

Tenement called Elias Harris Tenement, 15 acres. 

Wood's Tenement, in Elburton, 30 acres. 

Tenement and ^ farthing of land in Elburton called Bishop's 
Tenement, 16 acres. 

Tenement and ^ farthing of land in Elburton, and two Closes 
called Firestones, 16 acres. 

Tenement and ^ farthing of land in Elburton, 16 acres. 

Tenement and ^ farthing of land in Elburton called Hakes, 
15 acres. 

Tenement and ^ farthing of land in Elburton and one Close 
called King's Hill, 18 acres. 

Tenement and ^ farthing of land and 4 acres of Barton Land 
called Candishes, 18 acres. 

Bryant's Cottage or Dwelling-house and Orchard in Elbur- 
ton. 

Tenement and ^ farthing of a Close called Haynes Tene- 
ment, 22 acres. 
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Tenement and | farthing of land in Elburton, late Joan 
Candishe's Neats Tenement. 
The Fishery and Haking at Laiy. 

Greatheath Field. brixton 

Whififerton Meadow, i acre. 

SHAUGH 

Blackler Tenements in 30 acres ; Higher Leigh, 27J acres ; 
Borrough's Coppice, Borrows and Coppice, 40 acres. 
Lower Leigh, 19 acres wood and waste. 
Two acres of Dennis Walson : inclosed commons of 40 acres. 
Torracombe Cott in ruin and 3 acres. 
Willing's Walls in common with Leigh Moor. 
Hentor, 50 acres in common with Leigh Moor. 
White Hill. 

STOKE DAMERELL 

Earl's Acre, near Swilley, on the left-hand of road from 
Plymouth to Saltash. 

FREE TENANTS 



Free Tenants. 


Payable from. 


Yearly Rents. 


I. 


Saltram Quarry 


£- » 6 


2. James Bullar Esq 


Kings Lands 


. 100 


3. John Harris Esq 


Radford . 


6 8 


4. John Edmonds 


Goare 


S 


5. Ralph Mitchell 


Wheaten Lake . 


S 4 


6. Heirs of Rob* Borgorn Esq. 


A 


pair of spurrs. 


7. John WooUcombe Esq 


Lands in Calliford 


16 


8. Jonathan Lakeman 


Lands at Longbroke 


I 


9. 


Greist . 


4 10 


10. 


Reynalds 


I 8 


II. 


Adam's Lands 


I 3 


12. Mr. John Woolcombe . 


Trolworthy 


4 


13. Jno Landover and Asscott 






Bickford Esqs 


Lands in Butlers ^ 


4 


14. Mrs Woolcombe' 






Mr Mitchell 


Gays Lands 


7 4 


Mr Culme 






15. Mrs Woolcombe 


Lands in Dirt Street' 


« . 18 


16. 


Downmans 


I 


» Butlas, Brixton. " 


Dark Street Lane, Pljrmpt 


on. 
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Free Tenants. 


Payable from. Yearly Rents. 


17. Plympton 


. Borough Rent . . 24 2 


18. John Hellyar . 


. A Water Course . . 10 


19. WilHam Hellyer 


. A Water Course . . 10 


30. Roger Thorning 


. A Water Course . . 6 


21. Mrs J oan Culme 


. Torse . . . 60 


22. Tenants 


. Manor of Holberton .800 


33- 


. Mackenal Parks 10 


24. 


.Ley . . . 9 4 


«5. 


. Ley Moor . . ^ i 13 4 


26. Mrs Winston . 


. Staple Hill . . 2 


27. Hele Treby Esq 


. Blackwalls . . 10 


28. Tenants 


. Shaugh Prior . . 58 


29. Do 


. Butsworthy . . 26 


30. Do 


. Loveton . . 26 


31. Mrs Culme 


Incroachment on Castle Ditches 8 


32. Mrs Lang 


Do . 8 


33, Bailiff of Plympton 


. For Brewing Ale . 6 8 


34- 


. Huskers ... 10 


35- 


. Saltram Wood . . 20 



There is another Plympton Manor — the manor of Plympton 
Grange — in more recent times referred to as **the reputed" 
manor of Plympton Grange. All manors must be traceable 
from the reign of Edward L Unless this was the manor of 
Elintona, no reference to any such manor as that of Plympton 
Grange can be found earlier than after the dissolution of 
Plympton Priory, although it may be that there are references 
to it in the Valor Ecclesiasticus, 26 Henry VIII, and in the 
Ministers' Accounts, 32 Henry VIII. In the former we find : 

^^ Plympton Prioratus cum grangia ibidem. Redditus assist 
liberarum et convencionariorum tenendum cum terris dominicali^ 
bus ac dvoersis gardinis et clausis terre remanentibus in manibus 
dicti prions per annum. Ixxiij. xj. o. 

** De finibus terrarum cum. perquisitis curie et aliis proficuis 
ejusdem manerii per annum communibus annis. Ixij. ij. ob' q. 

** Ixxvj. xiij. ij. ob' q." 
And 

**Et Nicholas Slannyngs bailivo predicti manerii de Plympton 
prioratus sive grangie ibidem pro feodo sua per annum. 

'Miii. iiij." 

^ Rack rent for the drift of Ley Moor. 
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These were the rents of the land and houses and emoluments 
of the home farm of the priory. Where was this situate ? I 
think we are right in saying that it was for the most part in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the priory, in the parish of St. 
Thomas of Canterbury, otherwise Plympton St. Maurice, and 
in the borough of Plympton Erie, the manor house and 
dwelling place, but having rights in other parishes, as, for 
example, we shall see in Plympton St. Mary and Newton 
Ferrers. Can this be the Domesday manor of Elintona? 
Although for some reasons we are inclined so to suppose, 
there are difficulties; but we shall be able better to give a 
positive answer when Domesday students have settled what 
the area of the hide was. We are inclined to think that, in 
this county at all events, even the smallest area assigned to it 
is £ar in excess of what its actual size was. If the capacity of 
the hide varied in different counties, difficulties would be 
solved. It may be that the two hides which the canons of 
St. Peter had in the manor of Plintona — be it noticed nearly 
the same number as the manor itself had—represents this manor 
of Plympton Grange. Although nearly equal in area to the 
whole manor, there were only twelve tenants upon these two 
hides, while on the manor itself there were fifteen villeins, 
twelve bordars, and six serfs, a population nearly three times as 
great. This goes far to show that the land was cultivated not by 
the tenants on the land, but by the servants of the priory, and 
that these two hides were really the home farm of the convent. 

The words **Grangia rentale^^ and '^Grangia^^ in the 
priory accounts of 1407-8 and 1481 do not help us much ; but 
under date Michaelmas, 30 Henry VIII, we have direct 
evidence of the existence of the manor : — 

"John Howe the prior granted to Nicholas Slannyng and 
after his death to his son Nicholas the office of bailiff of our 
manor called the grete Erie Grange of Plympton with an 
annuity of 40s. with meat and drink also when he shall come 
and resort to the monastery and also 5s. yearly for a gown : 
besides the livery gown at Michaelmas or 13s. 4d. for the same, 
also 4S. for the shoeing of his horse yearly also 2s. yearly for 
hay and oats for his horse ; also grass for his horse by assign- 
ment of the steward of the monastery or else 5s. yearly for the 
same grass." — (Oliver's mss., penes j. b. r.) 
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After the dissolution of the priory we find the manor of 
Plympton Grange frequently mentioned, and we venture to 
think such lands were portions of those formerly included with 
those of the Grange. 

By lease, dated 6 July, 1568, the Queen grants a lease for 
twenty-one years to Thomas Edmondes of the Broad Mead, 
and the Marsh l3ring in the lands within the manor of 
Plympton Grange parcel of Plympton Priory (Augm. Ofif. 
Enrolts. of Leases, 10 Eliz. Roll 3, N. O.)* In another deed the 
following year the land granted is referred to as part of our 
Grange of Plympton (Augm. Off. Enrolts. of Leases, 10 Eliz. 
Roll 9, No. i), and we have many other references to grants 
of lands — some in the parish of Plympton, others far outside 
its boundaries, as Broad Mead and the Marshes just mentioned, 
Applethorne Slade, now in the north part of St. Mary's parish, 
and, in the opposite direction free fishery in the waters of 
Newton Ferrers. Houses in Ridgeway were of the manor, and 
others in Underwood, in the main street of Plympton, and in 
other adjoining parishes. 

^^ Plympton. Manor of P. Grange, etc. 

^^All that messe or ten* with appurts one stable one garden 
all shops cellars solars etc. to s^ messe belonging situate 
within the Boro of Plympton parcel of Manor Plympton 
Grange and to late Priory of Plympton formerly belonging 
then under lease for 21 years date 20 Feb. 12 Eliz. to Nicholas 
Dyer yearly rent 4s. 

^^Also a meadow called Brodemeade and Marsh lying and 
being in the Sandes within the Manor of Plympton Grange 
containing 40 acres now or late in tenure of Richard Hoper 
and John Hoper also belonged to Priory of Plympton and 
leased by letters patent dated 9 July 10 Eliz. for 21 years to 
Thomas Edmond at yearly rent of 28s. 

"Grant cum aliis in perpetuity to Robert, E. of Leicester. 
5 April."— (Patent Roll, 16 Eliz. part i, parcels on m. 11.) 

The only Rental we have found is a little earlier than the 
last quoted entry. The dominical barton and lands of Sher- 
ford, in the parish of Brixton, belonged to the priory of 
Plympton : — 
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M -/I or ^^^ legalis ibm Tenta fuit secundo die 

ManerdeFlimp. Qctobris Ano regni dne nre Elizabethe dei 
Qi? ^^^/^^ ^" ^^ Anglie flfrauncie ^ Hibn Regine fid defen 
bherfford. ^ decimo Quinto / 1573 

Plimntnn m^a #»t Baltus ibm in mia q3 adhuc no distf Cohered 
dii? xviij'^ '^^^^^ *^ Southcott Petri W Courtney et Jobis 

ujd viveon ar petru Edge "^ comb af et Jobem 
^ fFortescu de pruston af libos Ten T'm ad faciend Regine 
homag ^ fidelitate Q^m ad satisfaciend eid dne Regine de eo^ 
sepalia Relevia Ac q3 no distr pbu "^^ Cole ar libu Ten ad fac 
dee dne Reg" fidet f^ntu io ipi sepati in mia et distf. 
ffin sect l ^^ haiTic Cuf Jobes ^"^ ffiilford miles ^ Hugo 

homaS iii" ii^ Harry ^^ libi ten exacti per baltos eo^ ven 
^ dat dee dne Regine de fine T°m p homag 
et fid eo^ sepat ibm hoc ano respectuand Q^m p secT eo^ hoc 
ano ibm Relax ut p3 in cap eo^. Ac ad eand Cuf ven Jobes ^^ 
Copleston af Johes ^^ fifiirlonge Wiltus ^^ Trenicke libi Ten 
^ Baldwinus *^ Wolcomb ac Alicia ^^^ Halse vid Ten customaf 
% dat de fin p sect eo^ ibm hoc ano Relax ut p3 in eo^ capit 
xij** p dna Regina 

Henricus Hake Wiltus Marten Wilius Hill ^ 
Jobes Halyer Averius Ellis Jobes Abraham .« 
Jobes Shere Ad^m Algar Radus burrough - S 

Jobes Wattf sen Morricius Hard Jobes Reinold -2 
Jobes Sparke Ricus Sterte Wilius Dier 

Mia iiii* lii'd Q"^ ^U** ^^" ^^ ^^P sacrm eo^ ^sent noie 

mia iiij iij Homagu ibm Q^ Wiltus W ffbrtescue de Win- 

ston af petrus ^^ Edgecomb af pbus ^^^ Cole Jobes ^^^ fifortescue 
de pruston af Cohered Thome "^ Southcott af Petri ^ Courtney 
af ^ Jobis viveon af Hieronim'' ^ May af Stepbus ^^ Cole 
hered martini ^^ fferrers Thom'^s "^* Tailo' Thomas Dowerishe 
xpoferus ^^ sompter ^ Robtus ^ Jefifry libi ten nicbus ^ Chalons 
Wilius ^ Sparkwill Robtus "^ Cowp Ten Customarii qui ad 
hue die sect debet % no copaf 10 ipi in mia. 

Heit xxx» ^^ Quod Ricus Hoop qui p cop Rotut cuf 

mat{?ii ^ ten ibm p ^o vite sue scdm con- 
suetud eiusdm man^ii Certas terf et Teiit voc le Marshes citra 
penvlt cuf obiit vnd acciditt Dne Regine de Heit optim averiu 
viz vnus spado qui afiFuf ad valeii xxxs et quis sit ind px ten 
penitus ignorat 10 ^. 
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Ad hanc cur lie concedit' Jofii Shere ten 

j?*^ I v« iiij* custom dimit^e hoc ano ad colend vnu ctm 

' Terr ap*^ langbroke ^ vnu dm terr ap** 

Whitecrosse Thome Sparke p fine ijs ^ cosimilis licenc cone 

baldo *"^ Wolcob $ viij^ pte j acr terr. 

Ad eand cur lie concedit Waltero Shere ten customar dimittere 

David mathewe hoc ano vn ctm Terr ap* Whitacrosse ad colend 

p fine xijd. 

-p^ ^ Ad eand cur lie cone NictXo Chalons ten 

-^ ?,rI5^1:^::::d customar dimittere Thome Snellinge hoc 
^ vend yiir iiir « , .x..^!.^- ^t ^ t 
C'uic I ^"^ ^^ colend ij** era terr ap** Langbroke p 

fine ijs. 

Ad eand cuf lie concedit' Rado'^Burowe Ade *^^'* Algar 

Thome *^^ Otes Thome *'^ Gay Rico ^^i** Page Jofii "^ Browk- 

inge IB JoKi ^^* White ad brae ^ vend cerviciam hoc ano 

infra maner ^ ^ fin ut p3 in eo^ cap. 

. Baltus ibm in mia q3 adhuc no distr Jotlem ^"^ 

diS"^ j-vj*^ Shere Ten custom ad rend dne Regine de 

T'ns viz q} vendidit ^ portavit vnu vehiculu 

macremii extra maneriu ^d qd ei fuit delibat p necessar re- 

paciob) tenti sui decasus ibm con %e lo ipe in mia. 

«, - , Homagiu ibm iurati ven is psent Qd^^ 

mia-iii* michaell wyngford citra vlt cuf brae is vend 

C'uiciu ibm ^ semell fregit assiam lo ipe in mia. 

gjj j.g ^ Ad hanc cur licen cone Georgio "^» ^^^^ Maiifld 

et Leon . . ."^""J** Worthe ten custom ad coino- 
rand hoc ano extra eo^ sepat Tenta ibm p fin vt p3. 

Ac ad eand cuf lie cone Wiltoii^**"^*^ Bennett ten custom ibm 
T*m ad comorand extra Tentu suu ibm Q"m illud ad dimittend 
. • . Jobi filio suo Ten in reffcoe p fine ut patet sup cap suu. 

Suina huP cuf iij" iiij* iiij* 

ManefdePlimp- Cuf legalis ibm Tenta fuit v^ die Aprilis 
ton grangia Ano regni dne nre Elizabethe Regine iBc 

cu Sherford. Decimo Sexto. 1574. 

jyy Baltus ibm in mia q3 adhuc no distf Cohered 

mi°S ) " Thome ^ Southecott Petri ^i^ Courtney ^ Jobis 

distf } ^^"* "i* Viveon af Petru "J^ Edgecomb af JoBem^J* 
Fortescue af * Pbu "J* Cole af libos Ten ad fae 
dee Dne Regine Q** supius ab eis sepati Requirat^ 
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•A Idm in mia q3 adhuc no distr ]dtiem ^^^ Shere 

ad rend Dne Regine de T"ns vnd accusatus 
est ut plenius p3 in cur p3 ptedent. 

Thomas Olford Ad^m Algar Ricus Page 

Henf Hake Radus burrowe Tofies Abrah'^m 

Tofies Sparke Joftes Wattf iuii Wiltus Dier tiut 

Wiltus m?ten Averius Ellis Jofies Reinold 
Jofies Shere 

Qui xij*** ven is noie homag ^senl sup sacrm suu qd Sarr^' D 
. . brey vid mawtilda "J** Drew vid Wiltus ^^^^ fifortescue de Win- 
ston af Petrus'y^ Edgecomft ar Hieroninf *y*^ May a? Grigorius "J** 
Ley Jofies"J*^furlonge hered Marthie "J«* fifierres Thomas '^^^ Tailor 
Cohered^y** Thome Southcott Petri*"** Courtney et JotXes"J** viveon 
a? Willus*«dwotten Wiltus *«* Hill Th«ms ^** Dowerishe xpo- 
ferus ^i^ Sumpter Jofies ^^ fifortescue de pruston PKus ^^^ Cole^' ar 
et Rol5tus^<» . . . libi ten Thom«s"J**Heale gen Jofies"^ Chalons 
. . . Jolles««**Layn<^' niclius ^** Chalons Alicia »«<» Clinche ^» 
Wiltus «i^ M'^geria^J** Meade vid et Elizabeth »ydGosse<^' . . . 
qui ad hue die sectam debet et no compent • . . 

. . . qui libe tenuit sibi et hered suis de . . . ^d vn teiitu 
voc Chaunses tent(?) ^ vn pcella'^terf voc . . . will p redd ass 
p tento pd vjs. viijd ac ^ pcella terr ixd sect cur p que * qualia 
^uicia penitus ignorant citra vlt cur die clausit [extremu] . . . 
quod accid dne Reg de Ret ignor 

. . . etiam ignor vnd dies in vno . . . 

.... inquirend 

ifem hoc an<* ^sent wiltm 

Et q** . . . citra vlt [cur] freget assiam . . . 



[dorse] . . . ^dict ven * psent oia bene 

Suma hui^ Cur ix* iij** 
Suma Totalis 
©dij<^^Curibm 
hoc ano Tenta^ 



iij" xiij' vij 



iij* ij^ 

XXX* 

xxiiij** viij** 
XV* ix** 
Ex p • . . Prydeaux . . . Senescalt ibm. 

(Record Office, Court Roll, Gen. Sen Portf. 168, No. 8.) 
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In a deed dated 22 April, 161 1, being the grant of sundry 
lands to Sir Richard Grobham and John Howe, the manor 
is described as "Plimpton Grange alias Plympton." On 
the whole, we are inclined to think that if the Domesday 
manor Elintona is not the manor referred to in documents 
connected with the priory as ^^PlympUm Priorattis cum grangia 
ibidem^^^ ^^ Plympton Grange^" and ^^ Plympton Grange alias 
PlympUm^^^ it is to be found in the two hides of Plintona. 
Plausible as is the contention that Alintona is Yealmpton, in 
spite of much that might be urged in favour of such conten- 
tion, we think that it is incorrect, and that although Alintona 
may not be Plympton Grange, it is not Yealmpton, that if in 
Plimtona and Alintona we have not the two manors held after 
Domesday by the lords of the honour of Plympton and 
the prior and canons of St. Peter and St. Paul, we must 
search for it within the two hides which the latter held at the 
time of the Great Survey. 

As mentioned in more detail in chapter xii, the Treby family 
became possessed of much land in Plympton, including the 
manor of Plympton Grange. On the death of George Treby, 
who was a son of Lord Chief Justice Treby, it descended to 
his son George Treby, and on the death of the latter, without 
issue, it passed to his brother George Hele Treby, who died a 
bachelor, and intestate, and it then vested in his three sisters — 
Charity, the wife of Paul Henry Ourry; Dorothea Juliana, 
the wife of Edward Drewe ; and Anne, the wife of Benjamin 
Hayes. They made partition, and the Plympton lands and 
the manor of Plympton Grange were allotted and conveyed in 
fee to Mrs. Ourry. She survived her husband, and devised 
her estates to her son Paul Treby Treby. After his death the 
whole from time to time was disposed of, and Plympton Great 
House and adjoining land and the manor were purchased by 
Copleston Lopes Radcliffe, whose son sold them to Charles 
Aldridge, M.D., in whose possession they now are. In the 
early part of the nineteenth century an endeavour was made 
to ascertain what were the limits and rights of this manor, but 
without much success. As we have said, in various convey- 
ances relating to property not only in the parishes of the two 
Plymptons, but in other adjoining parishes, the lands were 
described as being part of the manor of Plympton Grange. 
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As an example, we quote from a deed dated 24 March, 1783: 
''And Also All That small orchard being part or reputed part 
of the Manor of Plympton Halwell otherwise Plympton 
Grange, situate within the said parish of Plympton St. Mary, 
lying opposite to the spot of ground on which the Alms 
houses of Plympton Earle aforesaid formerly stood." No 
manor courts had apparently been held by Mr. Treby or Mrs. 
Ourry his mother, or their ancestors, nor were any annual 
payments or acknowledgments, suits or services anciently 
due received in respect of the manor; but as the Trebys 
held much land in Plympton, there had been held for many 
years what was called an annual court for receiving the rack 
and other rents from the tenants and lessees. A case was 
laid before Mr. Serjeant Lens, whose opinion was that the 
manor, although it might have ceased to be a legal manor by 
loss of the freehold tenants, yet might be a manor by reputa- 
tion, and in documents subsequent to this the manor is 
generally referred to as ** reputed." 
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CHAPTER II 
THE CASTLE AND ITS LORDS 

The site — Early earthworks — Pl3nnpton post- Roman, pre- Norman — The great 
moimd, the banks, and ditches — Buildings within the castle— The Norman 
fortress — The walls and their cavities — The Sieur Reviers and his descendants 
— Baldwin and King Stephen — Siege of Exeter — Capture of Plympton — Entries 
on the Rolls relating to the castle — The constables of the castle — Leland, 
Hoker, Camden — The Civil Wars — Later history — George Palmer and his 
claim — Failure of attempt to deprive the inhabitants of their rights — The 
castle a valuable ancient monument 

THE site of the Castle 
of Plympton, chosen 
probably by the Kelt, 
who according to his need 
and his ability made it his 
strong place, perhaps used 
by the Roman, added to and 
improved by the English, and 
then seized by the Norman, 
who built his keep upon the 
even then ancient mound, extending the fortifications and 
forming his dwelling-place within the lines of his predecessors' 
works, was, as we have shown in the preceding chapter, care- 
fully selected. 

Excluding Roman work, there was no such thing in England 
as military architecture until the Norman Conquest,^ but works 
of offence and defence of a military character were very 
numerous, and existed from an early period. These works 
were for the most part formed of earth and wood, and con- 
sisted of banks, mounds, and ditches, the two first generally 

^ G. T. Clark, ^'Archs^logical Journal," and papers by the same author in the 
** Builder" and his *' Medieval Military Architecture," 2 vols., 1884. 
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THE CASTLE AND ITS LORDS 39 

formed by throwing up the materials obtained by the excava- 
tion of the latter. The study of these earthworks is very 
interesting. Roughly speaking, they may be divided into 
two well-defined classes — those upon high hills and high 
ground, the outlines of which follow the natural contour of the 
land and are consequently irregular in form, and those upon 
low ground, with high banks of a definite plan, in which the 
natural form of the ground might, as far as possible, be made 
useful, but without thereby sacrificing the intended regular 
form of the enclosure. The first of these classes of earthworks 
may be the work of the early British tribes ; the latter may be 
set down as the work of their successors, the later Kelts, the 
English, or the Danes. 

We believe that the earthworks at Plympton are the work of 
one of the latter, and we may safely assume that they are post- 
Roman but pre-Norman. Pre-Roman in their present state 
they certainly are not. If the early tribes had selected such a 
place as their camp, the mound and banks are more important 
and extensive than anything they would have thrown up, and 
it is not likely that the Norman would have raised such a 
mound as now exists ; and in such a position as this, if he had 
not found an earthwork ready to his hand, instead of the round 
shell keep, the remains of which we have, he would have 
erected a rectangular one, as he generally did, unless he was 
able to erect his new building upon an existing superstructure, 
to the outlines of which it was made to conform. It is now 
also the better opinion that where the mound is the principal 
part of the defence, the work is of a Teutonic type. At the 
same time, it is not altogether improbable that we have at 
Plympton the outlines of a Roman camp, and that a Roman 
fortification of some kind was in existence there. The rectan- 
gular form of the enclosure is some evidence in support of such 
a theory. A Roman road ran near it. It is said that the 
remains of a galley, presumably Roman, but as to which we 
have no particulars, were found in the Torry Brook valley, and 
the names of places near by— the Ridge Lane, Ridgeway, 
Voss, and Dark Street Lane — tell, we think, a story of a Roman 
settlement here. The mound is certainly not Roman, but the 
regular form of the enclosure, the shape of the base court, the 
proximity of the great road, the importance of the position, 
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and the fact of there being a Romano-British population in the 
immediate neighbourhood, seem to afford some evidence in 
support of the idea that there was a Roman work of some 
kind here, perhaps placed by the Roman soldier upon the 
defensive fort of the Damnonii. 

We have at Plympton the great earthen mound and the 
banks below remaining almost in their integrity, and in them 
we are able to examine at the present moment an early military 
work of great interest and importance, in a remarkably perfect 
state of preservation. 

The references to the plan on the opposite page are : (a) the 
mound ; (b) the ballium ; (c) the barbican or redoubt, or the 
Little Castle, on which stands the house called Castle Barbican ; 
(d) ditches ; and (e) and (/) church and yard. The dotted line 
indicates approximately the extent of the ditches. 

The mound (a) is a truncated cone about 55 ft high, and about 
70 ft. in diameter at the top. This was formed to a great extent, 
if not entirely, from the accumulated soil obtained by the 
excavation of the ditch which formerly completely surrounded 
it; in some parts the trench has now been filled in. This 
mound stands at the eastern end, trending a little to the south, 
of an enclosure (6), rectangular in shape, surrounded on the 
north, south, and west by a high bank of earth, which, like the 
mound, was formed by throwing up the materials of excava- 
tions on the outside to make a ditch. The height of the bank 
at present varies; there has been much filling up of the 
ditches. The enclosure within them contains a space of about 
710 ft. long by 380 ft broad. 

On the western side of the enclosure, between the ditch and 
the present road, is another work (c), in which advantage has 
been taken of the natural formation of the slate rock, which, 
indeed, seems to crop up to a great extent over the whole area 
of the castle, to form an outwork. On the eastern side, beyond 
the ditch of the mound, is a little plain, now occupied by the 
Church of St. Maurice and its graveyard and some houses ; and 
then again on the north and east the ground again slightly 
rises. This little plain is surrounded north, south, and east 
by roads, and by the ditch on the west 

The Chateau des Olivets, an earthwork measured by Mons. 
de Caumont, precisely corresponds with our idea of what the 
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42 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

Plympton earthworks might have been, and on comparing it 
with the plan of Plympton its resemblance is apparent.^ 

Guided by other examples, the entrance to the Saxon ton 
would be on the western side opposite the mound, at a point 
as far as possible from it ; but at Plympton the entrance must 
have been originally, as in later times, nearer the principal 
point of defence, as there is no indication whatever of a break 
in the earthwork on any side except where the medieval 
entrance was. Still, there is something to be urged in favour 
of there having been a western entrance, for, taking advantage 



of the natural form of the ground, the constructor of this 
defence formed, as we have said, a second enclosure, which 
was perhaps made to cover the entrance, while, as we shall see, 
this also, we believe, formed part of the later fortification. 

The ground plan can be traced by the most casual observer, 
and the mound and the banks and ditches are as apparent to 
us dwellers in the twentieth century as they were to the 
Danish marauder in the ninth, or to the Norman invader in the 
eleventh century. 

In chapter i we have referred to the receding of the water 
from the Plympton valley. It is difficult to imagine that the 
present ditches, now partly cultivated as gardens and used in 
other ways, could ever have contained any considerable body 
of water, and so formed an important feature in the work of 

^ Caumont^ '* Architectures Civile et Militaire," 1870, p. 399. 
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defence. And yet such must have been the case. Within our 
recollection two large pools existed north and south of the 
mound, which are now both filled up, and one built upon. 
Many Plymptonians remember a great deal of water in the 
ditches north, south, and west, and old inhabitants have fished 
in them, thus supporting Leland's statement that there was a 
great store of carp therein, and at the north-west corner was a 
very deep pool, popularly supposed to be bottomless. Still 
further back, in a document dated about 1232, the sea, by which 
of course is meant the tide, is spoken of as reaching usque ad 
castrum. 

But the mound, banks, and ditches were not sufficient pro- 
tection for the English franklin, nor would they alone have 
assured the safety of his family and possessions within the en- 
closure, or of the flocks and herds which in peaceful times 
pastured on the low meadows north and east of the ton. Nor 
would those outside, who looked up to him for protection, have 
been satisfied with such provision alone against a time of 
danger. Upon the banks, and securely fixed in the solid earth- 
work along the outer edge of the ditch, were placed strong 
palings of wood, which formed a substantial palisade. This 
palisade completely surrounded the main enclosure, and in the 
more important places was strengthened in parts by little 
towers, also of timber. 

We have not only written descriptions, but also pictorial 
representations, which give us very clear information as to 
what these strong places were like. Colmier, Archdeacon of 
Touraine,^ describing the chateau of Merchem, writes : — 

*^The rich and powerful first secure a strong place for their 
personal safety, and the keeping of their prisoners and their 
wealth. They commonly throw up a mound of earth, sur- 
rounded with a deep ditch, upon the inner edge of which they 
establish a stout palisade of squared timber, strongly bound 
together, equal for defence to a wall, and strengthened by 
turrets or towers. Upon the centre of the mound is placed 
the residence, only to be approached by a steep ridge across 
the ditch." « 

^ De Caumont, '* Cours d'Antiquit^s Monamentales," V, p. 143. 
« G. T. Clark, «* Arch. Jour.", vol XXIV, p. loi. 
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This very clearly shows what the disposition of such a place 
as Plympton must have been before the Norman Conquest. 
De Caumont, the well-known French antiquary whom we have 
quoted from already, who paid much attention to this class 
of fortress, says that sometimes they were constructed in wood 
and sometimes in stone. The importance of the place did not 
always determine the material of which it was built. Castles 
belonging to powerful men, situated in localities where 
materials were difficult to procure or to transport, had only 
walls of earth and wood, while others of much less considera- 
tion had, where stone was abundant and the skill to use it 
available, masonry walls. 

The mound where artificial (for a natural eminence often 
determined the position of a castle) was always of a regular 
shape, that of a truncated cone. The mound was approached 
from below by a bridge of timber which spanned the ditch, 
and, reaching perhaps to the top, perhaps only half way up, 
was supported by wooden props and struts placed in the ditch 
and against the sides of the mound. 

The Bayeux tapestry clearly shows us what kind of a build- 
ing the Norman found in England, and, indeed, also what kind 
of a building his immediate ancestors had made use of in their 
own country. We have the representation on the tapestry 
of the fortress of the city of Rennes and of the taking of 
Dinan by the army of William in 1065. These towns are 
represented as simply keeps, seated upon their mounds. At 
Dinan we have not only the siege, but the resulting capitula- 
tion. The besieged are depicted defending their ramparts ; 
the warriors, at the head of the wooden bridge thrown across 
the ditch, prepare to fling their javelins at the attacking party 
on horseback, who are evidently supported by two soldiers 
who are endeavouring to set fire to the fortress. One of these 
latter is apparently wounded. However imperfectly the scene 
may be represented, we can very easily see that the fortifica- 
tions are of wood, formed by upright pieces fastened to one 
another, and this is also evidenced by the men trying to set the 
building on fire with torches. 

Below the mound, but within the main enclosure, various 
wooden buildings were erected. These were the houses of 
the lord's retainers and servants, and the barns, cattle sheds. 
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andj other appurtenances of a large establishment. In the 
outer enclosures, where they existed, the cattle were ordinarily 
kept, and at Plympton on the northern side the Hayes, still 
retaining its ancient name in the meadows outside the castle 




boundaries, was their feeding ground. Below, running east 
and west, and forming the boundary on the south, was the 
street of the little town, the inhabitants of which looked to the 
thane for protection in time of need, and for shelter if 
required ; they on their part giving him their services, as he 
could demand, when he was engaged in warfare with an 
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enemy, and we may be sure that the lord of Plympton sallied 
forth with his men in 851, when tidings that the Danes had 
landed, not far off, at Wembury, and joined the men of 
Devonshire, fought against the heathen men, and, as the Saxon 
Chronicle says, at Wic gean beorge made great slaughter and 
gained the victory. 

In the Dictionary of VioUet le Due will be found an illustra- 
tion of a more important place than Plympton, but which 
shows clearly what these fortified places were ^ (see p. 45). 

Such, we believe, was Plympton before Domesday.^ 

When the stark king came into Devonshire, after besieging 
Exeter and humbling her in the dust, and speeding on to 
treat Lydford as he afterwards did the north country, it is not 
probable he found any opposition offered him by the dwellers 
at Plympton, but it is likely that at that time the importance 
of the position was recognized, and that directions to build 
here one of the many castles then contemplated were given. 

The Roman encampment was for the defence of the empire, 
the Keltic earthwork was for the protection of the tribe ; but 
the aim of the Norman was a more selfish one — security for 
himself and his estate. ''Every man who acquired land 
sought also to possess a stronghold, from which he might sally 
forth and win a subsistence by the aid of horse and arms, 
or with snaffle, spur, and spear." — (G. T. Clark.) 

Domesday mentions but few castles. But what the Norman 
understood by a castle at the time of the Conquest was 
something very different from that fortification which he 
made himself master of, and what is called a castle in 
Domesday. This was the strong square masonry tower, 
of which more than one had already been built in England 
by Normans and Frenchmen during the reign of the Con- 
fessor, no notice being taken of the fortified auUiy which every 
Norman and almost every soke and large estate had, or of the 
entrenched residences of the ordinary thegns.* 

^ *' Dictionnaire Raisonn^ de T Architecture Fran^atse," article Chateau (chastet)^ 
voL III, p. 64, ed. 1859. 

^ It may be as well to say that we are accjuainted with the views of Mr. 
W. H. St. John Hope and others, and with their opinions that many of the burhs or 
burets were the castles of the Norman, but at Plympton there can, we think, be 
no doubt that an earlier fortress, such as we have described, existed. 

» G. T. Clark, "Arch. Journal," XXIV, 105. 
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Fortunately for those who then lived there, the counties of 
Devon and Cornwall had not many castles within their 
boundaries, and none were of any considerable importance, 
nor were their buildings of any great extent. Perhaps they 
were not required. The new building was something more 
than its predecessor. The one was, it is true, a strong place, 
and intended for defence, but the new one was to be a 
fortress. And it is remarked by one of the chroniclers 
(Orderic Vitalis) that the English were so easily subdued by 
the Normans principally through the absence of defences of 
this kind. ^'For there were very few fortresses, which the 
French call * castles,' in the English provinces, and for that 
reason the English, although they were warlike and bold, 
were yet found to be weak in resisting their enemies." To 
the Norman the castle was a necessity. It was one of the 
objects of the foreigner who had received a grant of land 
to put himself in the place of his Saxon predecessor, to let 
it be felt that he was to be looked up to and obeyed ; and he 
would therefore be anxious to locate himself in the very 
position the English occupied, and to become the centre — 
military, judicial, and social — of the district over which he 
ruled. Hence he condescended to punish and redress, and 
to extend his protection to those beneath him. But besides 
this, occupying as he did the home of the ejected Saxon, it 
was a necessity that the new lord should be able to defend his 
newly-acquired possessions against all comers, and the first 
care of the Norman lord was to erect such a strong place as 
he and his ancestors had been accustomed to in Normandy. 
In ordinary cases, where it was thought inexpedient to adapt 
the earlier work to the new necessities, a rectangular tower 
of considerable strength was forthwith built, in which the 
lord and his followers could take refuge and defend them- 
selves in case of hostile attack. This was the Norman keep, 
of which we have many fine examples remaining in England. 
Sometimes this erection was of small size, sometimes of con- 
siderable magnitude, but always of great strength and care- 
fully planned, no pains being spared to render it as perfect 
as possible, all the appliances and knowledge of the skilled 
builders of the time being brought to bear upon the construc- 
tion of the keep, with what success many ruins still show. 
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But although the Norman builder preferred, as is evident, 
a rectangular keep, he was willing, if possible, to avail 
himself of the labours of those who had before occupied the 
site; and if the earthworks which he found could be made 
useful in the construction of the new fortress, they were, as far 
as we know, invariably used. If therefore he found a mound, 
or as he would have called it, a **motte," which was of 
sufiScient strength to bear the massive walls of the intended 
keep, he made his building conform to its shape, and instead 
of erecting a square tower, the lines of the new stone building, 
taking the place of the wooden one, followed those of the 
earthwork. And in doing this in England the Norman did 
just what had been done in the country from whence he came. 
** Works answering to this description," says Clark, **are 
common in Normandy, as well as all over England. We find 
them especially in Yorkshire, along the Severn, and upon the 
borders and more accessible parts of South and Mid- Wales. 
They are rare in Scotland and Ireland, and unusual in France 
out of Normandy." A keep of this kind became different in 
its character from the square or oblong one. The latter would 
be a house as well as a fortress, and would be divided into 
floors ; a cellar, with guard-room on the first floor, living apart- 
ments on the second, and other rooms over, and furnished 
with chapel, armoury, well, and garde-robes. But where the 
existing mound was well settled and strong, and capable of 
bearing the weight of the stonework, the ordinary form was 
discarded for one which corresponded to the form of the 
mound, and the space being more limited there was not so 
much accommodation, and the living rooms and other necessary 
apartments were erected in the base-court, the keep being 
used for military purposes only. The round or polygonal 
keep was what was designated a '^ shell keep," and such a keep 
was erected upon the ancient mound at Plympton. 

Enough still remains, little as it is, to enable us to compare 
this building with similar ones, and to ascertain what its 
general structure and appearance were. The wall is of rubble 
masonry, built with hard mortar of the strength of cement, 
about 8 ft. thick, and rising originally to a height of probably 
30 ft., enclosing a circular space of about 50 ft in diameter. 
The upper part was battlemented, and within the battlements a 
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platform or walk was formed in the thickness of the wall. 
This may be seen now at Trematon and, although the work is 
later, at Totnes. The staircase leading to this must have 
been of wood, for although the Normans preferred stone, 
they did not by any means despise wood, and frequently 
used it. 

This 8 feet thick wall of Plympton Castle is a comparatively 
thin one. The Norman walls were often of enormous thickness, 
sometimes 12ft. and 14 ft. ; those at Colchester are no less than 
30 ft. thick at the base. At Newcastle it is supposed that the 
whole of the area of the keep, a very large one, has been built 
up solid from a depth of about 14 ft. to the surface. The 
mortar, or grout, was the mainstay of the work ; the stones, 
as may be seen here without difficulty, were of no great size, 
not larger than could be easily lifted by the workmen ; those 
on the face slightly dressed. One of the stones on the outer 
face, about south-east, is a large block of red jasper. The 
middle of the wall seems to be composed of small stones, but 
so firmly bound together by the mortar, which must have been 
used in a semi-fluid state, that the stones themselves are little 
harder than the mortar is now ; and it is the same elsewhere. 
It was thought necessary some few years since to pierce the 
walls of the White Tower at the Tower of London, and the 
task occupied a party of sappers and miners six weeks. 

Being a shell keep, it is not likely, as we have said, that the 
interior here was divided into floors, as were those not erected 
upon mounds. There are no traces of floor joists to be found. 
The centre was open to the sky. Arranged around the walls 
were wooden sheds, which contained stores, and the various 
contrivances and materials for keeping an enemy at bay — 
stone, pigs of lead, barrels of oil, supplies of lime, and 
appliances for melting and heating them, and otherwise pre- 
paring and rendering them fit for their descent upon the heads 
of the assailants of the castle. Similar erections afforded some 
kind of shelter for the soldiery, but these were only of a tem- 
porary nature ; for the residence of the lord, and the permanent 
lodgings or barracks, as they may be termed, and other build- 
ings were in the court below. 

In the thickness of the walls are some apertures, the probable 
object or use of which has caused a considerable amount of 
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speculation. There are two of these about 6 ft. above each 
other, which, when the walls were perfect, ran through their 
circumference. They are as nearly as possible i ft. 5 in. wide 
by 10 in. high. They extend entirely through the existing 
remains of the walls, and are open from end to end. The 
lower one is near the present surface of the ground ; the 
second, as first stated, is about 6 ft. above it. These passages 
have the appearance of having been carefully plastered with 
the same mortar as that with which the wall is built. Besides 
these openings there are sundry holes in the wall, which have 
also given rise to much questioning. These run quite through 
the thickness of the wall, from the inner to the outer face, and 
in some places they apparently cross the others almost at right 
angles; they are round in shape, and about 4 in. in diameter. A 
mysterious connexion between those holes and the larger ones 
has been assumed, and if one theory could possibly be correct, 
that the latter were passages for soldiers to and from the 
different parts of the building, they would certainly be useful 
in giving the unfortunate traveller a little air in his journey 
through an opening 17 in. by 10 in. The larger holes are also 
stated to communicate with a secret passage which formerly 
existed between the castle and the priory, in confirmation of 
which certain Plymptonians state that cats which have been 
put into one of these holes have been known to turn up at the 
priory. Other suggestions are that the openings were used for 
sending missiles through — but how this was done has never 
been explained — as a means of ventilation, and as a kind of 
speaking tube for transmitting messages from one part of the 
keep to another. All these explanations are wide of the mark, 
and there is really no difficulty at all in the matter. The fact 
is that these large rectangular holes were originally filled with 
timber balks, intended to strengthen and support the walls 
upon the possibly uncertain foundations of the mound. This 
plan was frequently resorted to by the Norman builders, 
especially when the work was placed upon an artificial founda- 
tion ; the ties were enclosed in the masonry, the mortar or 
cement was freely used and ran down into the interstices, and 
then formed a sort of casing round the timber. In course of 
time the wood decayed, leaving the hollow spaces as we now 
see them. Similar cavities have been found elsewhere, and 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE CASTLE AND ITS LORDS 51 

there can be no doubt that this is the explanation. ^^At 
Lincoln, when the foundations of some of the Norman work 
were laid open for repairs, they were found to be worked in 
with a sort of framework of timber tying the whole together," 
showing that this mode of construction was adopted as a pre- 
caution, not only in the superstructure as at Plympton, but in 
other parts of the building. Cavities left by the decay of such 
ties are to be seen at Rochester, Dinas Powis, and elsewhere. 
The round holes are as easily accounted for. They are, of 
course, the putlog holes, as they are called by builders, being 
the holes in which were placed the small pieces of wood by 
which the floor of the scaffolding used in the construction of 
the building was supported. These were removed, or perhaps 
only cut off close to the wall, and the parts embedded allowed 
to remain, which have since decayed like the larger timber. 

The foundations of the walls project a little with a set-off. 
These footings are only to be seen on the outside. Inside the 
soil has accumulated to a var3ring depth of from 5 ft. to 6 ft 
The greatest height of any portion of the existing wall is 18 ft 
on the outside, and 12ft. Sin. inside. This is on the north- 
east. On the south-east the height is 17 ft. outside, and 
lift. 6 in. inside. The total circumference of the remaining 
walls is 99 ft 6 in. It has been stated^ that the mound has 
sunk in the middle, and that this is a confirmation of the story 
that it is hollow, and that there is a communication with the 
priory. This is evidently a variation of the cat story. The 
Norman is not likely to have placed his keep upon a foundation 
that was hollow. There is now no indication of anything of 
the kind, the whole surface being tolerably level. 

The entrance to a rectangular keep was usually upon the first 
or second floor, but in a shell keep the entrance was upon the 
ground level ; that is, the level of the surface of the mound. 
It is probable that the entrance at Plympton was towards the 
west, and certainly on the ground level. How the mound was 
ascended is not very clear, but for some time after the comple- 
tion of the keep the mode of access would probably be by 
steps in the side of the mound ; later it is likely that commu- 
nications were constructed between it and the rest of the new 
fortress up the ramparts. It is evident, whether the ancient 

^ Chattaway, ** Gentleman's Magasine," voL C, p. 301. April, 183a 
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encampment extended beyond the mound or not, that the 
Norman in planning the new fortress stopped on the east 
with the ancient mound and new keep. Whether the old 
works went further or not, it is very clear that the moat and 
the mound formed his boundary there, and that there was no 
wall protecting the castle on that side. 

Having secured his keep, and thus obtained a place of safety 
in case of hostile attack, the Norman was in no hurry to com* 
plete the other works of the castle. He had the ditch and the 
bank and the palisade of the Englishman to protect himself 
and his followers, and in the event of being driven from these, 
his stronger keep. In some cases we know that the ancient 
works served as the only protection for half a century or more, 
and at Plympton, with the exception of the keep and perhaps 
the north gate, it is doubtful whether there were any Norman 
works of much importance — ^that they were not of any great 
importance is evident. The keep itself was small, not nearly 
as large as Trematon, and the military architecture of the 
Norman was so massive and enduring, that if there had been 
any considerable buildings at Plympton, certainly some 
remains would still indicate their nature. We have nothing 
to tell us of lofty towers or great gateways ; the whole of the 
work was upon a small scale, and what was there seems to be 
no difiSculty in ascertaining. Still, the earthworks of the con- 
quered are more enduring than the stone defences of the 
conqueror. While the former remain now almost intact, of 
the more solid and apparently much more imperishable struc- 
tures raised upon them but few traces remain, and these only 
in connexion with the keep. 

No necessity arose for a castle of first-rate character at 
Plympton. After the successful siege of Exeter and the de- 
struction of Lydford, the reason for which we know not, the 
Conqueror appears to have had no opposition of any kind 
in the West Country. And we find in Domesday that 
Plympton, at the time of the Survey, belonged to the king, 
the English owner having doubtless lost his possessions in 
resisting, or at all events in not helping, William in his march 
of conquest. 

It will be convenient to point out here the extent of the 
Norman castle. We are assisted in this in some measure by a 
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representation of the castle on a seal of its lords. The deed 
to which the seal is attached is dated 15th James I, and by it 
Alexander Maynard, of Tavistock, acknowledged the receipt 
of 25s. from Richard Edgcumbe, knight, to the use of the 
lords of the Castle of Plympton, due to them for a relief 
after the death of Peter Edgcumbe, of the manor of Stone- 
house. An illustration of this seal slightly enlarged is given 
at the head of this chapter. 

The artist has taken some liberties with his subject, but in 
all probability the seal, which would be of about the date of 
the deed, but copied from an older one, is intended to indicate 
only the general features of the building. What is repre- 
sented is evidently a portion of the north side of the castle. 
The mound with the shell keep is shown very clearly, and is 
just such a structure as we should expect to find it ; the lower 
mound in front cannot be explained, and it is probably a 
liberty taken by the artist. The battlemented wall on the 
right is the curtain wall connecting the keep with the rest of 
the castle, and which doubtless covered a staircase leading to 
the top of the mound. The loopholes shown indicate the 
course of the walk. We have next the gateway, which was 
the principal one, and indeed apparently the only mode of 
access to the interior of the castle. It is very massive, the 
size of the tower above being little less than that of the keep 
tower. Beyond this we have the wall enclosing the ballium, 
which was erected upon the bank above the ditch. This was 
continued, apparently without a break, entirely round the 
bank, until it met the curtain wall again upon the south, which 
ran up to the keep. On the western side there was an out- 
work, the Barbican, which has been known from time imme- 
morial as the Little Castle, sometimes called the Redoubt 
(see plan, p. 41). This was connected in some way, probably by 
a drawbridge, with an entrance in the wall, which of course 
would be small, and easily closed and defended. Within the 
enclosure, as before said, would be the barracks for the soldiers, 
the dwelling of the lord and his family or his representative, 
the magazine, stores, well, and chapel. 

It is evident that we have here a fortress of the simplest 
character, and therefore of great interest, showing, as before 
suggested, that the Norman did not think it worth while to 
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greatly interfere with what he found at Plympton ; but, con- 
sidering that the mound, banks, and ditches might be made 
available for the altered nature of the fortification, simply 
placed his stone walls, probably, as no traces remain, slight in 
their character, upon the earthen rampart, and thus completed 
his castle* Indeed, it seems clear that Plympton was a more 
important place before the Conquest than it was after. 

Among the knights to whom the Conqueror confided the 
care of Exeter after its capture, in ro68, and by whom the 
erection of the castle projected by him was to be superintended, 
was one who had accompanied William from Normandy, 
fought with him at Hastings, and during the efforts made 
to establish his new kingdom had been his trusty soldier and 
well-tried friend. 

This was the Sieur Reviers Baldwin of Moeles or de 
Moline or de Sap, son of Count Gilbert of Brionne, whose 
father was Godfrey of Ewe (Eu) or Brion, a natural son of 
Richard I, Duke of Normandy, grandfather of William the 
Conqueror. But besides this relationship, there was another 
tie. It is said, and with some appearance of truth, that 
Baldwin had married Albreda, William's niece, and had 
brought with him many knights to England, who fought at 
Hastings, and with their powerful war-horses trampled down 
the English ; and had in other ways than as a warrior and 
at the council showed his willingness to assist the fortunes of 
his ambitious relative, and the marriage of Matilda of 
Flanders with William was in a great measure brought about 
by him. 

It was therefore but natural that William should amply 
reward one who had served him so well and so long, and 
extensive possessions in the county of Devon were bestowed 
upon him. In addition to the grant of a site within the walls 
of Exeter for the erection of a castle for his residence, the 
government of the city was given to him, and the custody 
of the county of Devon ; he and his successors were long after 
styled sheriffis; and the honour and barony of Okehampton 
and no less than one hundred and fifty-nine Devonshire lord- 
ships were assigned him, besides houses in Exeter, and his 
power in the West county became very great. The list of his 
possessions in Devon in the *' Exchequer Domesday" fills no 
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less than eleven columns, more than one-seventh of the whole 
book. 

His friends and relatives participated in the rewards heaped 
upon him, and although his son Richardi also Sheriff of 
Devon 11291 died without issue in 11361 his lands descended, 
through the children of his brother Richard de Beinfaite, 
in his line for several generations.^ 

Richard de Redvers, Rivers, or Ripariis, from Reviers near 
Creuilli, and afterwards de Vernon, Lord of Nehou, was, 
according to Mr* Round, a cousin of Baldwin's, but we do 
not know that he joined the fortunes of William, or that 
he was ever in England; but his son, also called Richard, 
we find in the reign of Henry I high in favour at Court. He 
was, in the first year of the king's reign, one of his chief 
councillors, and obtained from him Tiverton and the honour 
and Castle of Plympton. He was soon created Earl of Devon 
with the third penny of the Crown rents collected in the 
county, amounting to ;fi8 annually. Further possessions 
were given him, and at the time of his death he was seized, 
besides other extensive possessions, of Christ Church and the 
Isle of Wight. He had not, however, been able to wean 
himself from his Norman lordship, and on his death there, 
in 1 107, he was buried in the Abbey of Montebourgh. 

It is not at all improbable that Plympton Castle was com- 
pleted by Richard de Redvers, and that the building, which, 
as we shall see, lasted but a very short time, was mainly 
erected by him. Richard de Redvers left three sons by Lady 
Adeliza, daughter of William Peverell, of Nottingham — 
Baldwin Earl of Devon, William, surnamed de Vernon, and 
Robert, of St. Mary Church ; and a daughter, Hawisia, who 
married William de Romar, second Earl of Lincoln. 

The eldest son succeeded to the earldom, and like his 
ancestors, Baldwin de Redvers was a warlike, restless, and 
ambitious man. Besides the earldom and other possessions 
of his father, he had obtained, either by gift or inheritance, 
the Castle of Exeter, styling himself in some charters, " Earle 
of Exeter." 

Having quarrelled with Stephen (it is said because the king 
had refused him a manor which he had asked for), he declared 

^ J. H. Round, <* Feudal England," p. 472. 
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for Matildai and fortifying his castle at Exeter, defied the king. 
The citizens, peacefully inclined, informed the king of Bald- 
win's conduct, and invited him to punish the earl. The king, 
enraged at the news, sent an advanced guard of two hundred 
horse, and soon after set out himself with his army. Reaching 
Exeter, he was welcomed by the inhabitants, and immediately 
laid siege to the castle, in which the earl, confident of its 
strength and of his power, had shut himself up with his wife 
and sons, and a strong garrison chosen from the flower of the 
youth of England, who were bound by oath to resist the king 
to the last extremity. Perhaps the energy and ability of 
Stephen were never so conspicuous as during this siege ; every 
device which the military engineering of that day afforded was 
resorted to to reduce the fortress, but without success, the 
besieged repulsing every attack with vigour. Baldwin had 
not been forgetful of his other possessions, and at Plympton 
he had left a strong guard to defend the castle and his lands 
and tenants there. But those to whom this trust was com- 
mitted proved faithless, and fearing the ultimate success of the 
king, and the improbability of Plympton being able to liold 
out against an army which it would seem Exeter would be 
unable to resist, made overtures to Stephen, asking terms in 
consideration of the surrender of the castle. The anonymous 
author of the ** Acts of Stephen " tells us that : — 

^^ Baldwin's soldiers who were entrusted with the defence of 
his castle at Plympton, in despair for their lord, from the 
accounts they heard of the king's power, and fearing for their 
own lives, from mere cowardice and want of firmness, privately 
sent messengers to the king to treat for the surrender of the 
castle, and to make terms for themselves. The king was 
desirous if possible to crush these disorders without having 
recourse to arms, and he therefore readily granted all they 
required, if only they submitted to him and became his peace- 
able subjects. The agreement being ratified, the king detached 
two hundred horse with a large body of archers, who early in 
the morning made their appearance before Plympton, to the 
great dismay of the inhabitants {camprovincialibiis). The 
traitors delivered up the castle to the king's troops on the pre- 
tence that they were not strong enough to defend it. We are 
told that it was razed to the ground by the king's command^ 
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and Baldwin's demesne and lands, which were fertile and well 
stocked, were stripped of ever}rthing| and the expedition re- 
turned to the king at Exeter with many thousand sheep and 
cattle. The intelligence spreading through the whole of Devon- 
shire, the adherents of Baldwin, fearing the loss of their pro- 
perty from the king's expedition, offered their submission, with 
the exception of Alfred."^ 

The possessions of Baldwin thus harried by the soldiers of 
the king extended far beyond the immediate limits of the castle 
of Plympton, principally in a southerly direction. 

The raids over the lands of Baldwin's manors must have 
rendered, as our author says, a rich harvest to the king's 
followers, and the dependents must have suffered severely for 
their lord's rebellion. From the effect which the fall of Plymp- 
ton had upon the fortunes of Baldwin, we may conclude that 
the castle was considered of great importance. With the 
exception of Alured, son of Judhael of Totnes, every adherent 
of Baldwin forsook him, and made peace with the king. 
Alured set out for Exeter, and by a bold stratagem threw him- 
self into the castle with a strong body of men. We do not 
know how long the siege actually lasted, but for three months 
the issue was doubtful. The king had spent in the works of 
attack fifteen thousand marks, and in all probability would 
have been obliged to raise the siege had not the wells which 
supplied the defenders with water failed. The chronicler 
rejects all such ideas as that the springs were diverted by the 
enemy, or had dried up from the extraordinary heat of the 
season or from accident, but asserts that the failure arose from 
a direct mysterious interposition, as immediately after the con- 
clusion of the siege the springs flowed abundantly. Deprived 
of water, wine was resorted to by Exeter's now hard-pressed 
garrison, but being obliged to use it not only for drink, but in 
making bread and cooking food, and also in extinguishing the 
fiery missiles which were thrown into the castle by the king's 
troops, the cellars were soon emptied. It was resolved to treat 
for surrender, and, aided by friends in the camp of the king, 
Baldwin sought to make his peace ; but the emaciated appear- 
ance of the earl's messengers clearly showed the king and his 

^ '< Gesta Stephani Regis Anglorum," Sewell, 1846, p. 23 ; ** Acts of Stephen,' 
Forester, 1853, p. 339. 
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counsellors that in a short time the earl would be compelled to 
surrender, and by the advice of his brother, the Bishop of 
Winchester, Stephen drove the envoys from his presence with- 
out even hearing what they had to propose. Baldwin's wife, 
the lady Adelicia, then ventured to approach the king, and to 
beseech his clemency for her lord and his men. With ashes 
on her head and barefooted she sought the king's presence, 
and in an agony of grief supplicated his pardon. Stephen 
received her graciously, patiently listened to her entreaties, but 
refused her prayer. The defenders of the castle were now 
reduced to the direst extremities, but although starvation was 
inevitable if resistance was prolonged, they would not submit 
to an unconditional surrender. And now Baldwin found other 
advocates. 

In the king's camp were many who, although espousing his 
cause from motives of prudence, and fighting for him, really 
sympathized with Matilda and her friends. Some of these 
came to the king, and appealing to his fears as well as to his 
humanity, succeeded in gaining what the more direct, but no 
less urgent, importunities of the earl and his lady had failed 
to obtain. The Icing, while promising to allow the garrison to 
quit the castle free men and with their arms and property, with 
permission to take service with any lord, and to give Baldwin 
and his family their liberty, declared the large possessions of 
the earl forfeit. It is evident that the lack of water alone 
brought the brave defence of Exeter Castle to a termination, 
for on the evacuation the only thought of the soldiers was the 
means of allaying their thirst. 

But Baldwin was not humbled by his want of success at 
Exeter, nor was he weary of battle. Stripped of his estates, 
and deserted by those who had encouraged him to rebel, he 
resolved to defy the king again, and getting free from Exeter 
he hastened to the Isle of Wight, no longer his, and throwing 
himself into the castle, announced his intention of holding it 
against Stephen, and of collecting a fleet to be used in inter- 
cepting traffic of every kind between England and Normandy. 
But the king was equal to this emergency. Leaving his army 
under the command of his brother, the Bishop of Winchester, 
with a promptitude which Baldwin had not reckoned upon, he 
reached Southampton, and gave directions for the fitting out 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE CASTLE AND ITS LORDS 59 

of ships to act against the fleet of Baldwin. The earl, 
astonished at the energy of Stephen, and unprepared for re- 
sistance, resolved to take a bold step characteristic of the man* 
He left his stronghold and came into the king's camp, and 
having obtained an audience, making no reference to his late 
rebellious intentions, demanded to be reinstated in his for- 
feited possessions* Stephen refused ; but fearing, it is sup- 
posed, further interference with one who had proved himself 
so formidable an adversary, and who had so many friends, not 
only in England but abroad, contented himself with banishing 
him the kingdom* Baldwin, compelled to accept his exile, 
quitted England, and forthwith presented himself at the court 
of the Empress Matilda and her husband Geoffrey, Count of 
Anjou, by whom he and his followers were received with every 
mark of respect 

From this time Baldwin seems to have spent all his energies 
in fomenting discord among the king's subjects in Normandy. 
By representations of the wrongs he had suffered, and aided 
by Matilda, he succeeded in rallying around him many of the 
great barons, who placed themselves under his command, and 
petty warfare of a most harassing kind followed throughout 
Normandy. In every direction the people were plundered 
and suffered from fire and sword ; no act of violence or rapine 
was unpractised. The presence of the king was necessary to 
subdue this outbreak, and early in Lent, 1137, ^^ ^^ learn 
from Henry of Huntingdon, he followed envoys he had will- 
ingly sent, and succeeded in restoring tranquillity, concluding 
a peace with King Louis VII of France, his son Eustace 
doing homage to the French monarch for Normandy as a fief 
of his crown, and making a truce with the Count of Anjou, to 
whom he agreed to pay five thousand marks annually. We 
do not find that Baldwin profited by these transactions* We 
may suppose that he remained with the empress and steadfast 
to her cause, but in 1 139 we find him again in England. With 
a small but brave and reckless band he landed at Wareham, 
and, doubtless by pre-arrangement with the enemies of the 
king, was put into possession of Corfe Castle, said by Henry 
of Huntingdon (from whose writings and the writings of other 
chroniclers these later particulars have been collected) to be 
one of the strongest places in England. Stephen lost not a 
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moment in besieging the castle, but his efforts to take it were 
unavailing* After spending much time and treasure in the 
attempt, he raised the siege, and suffered Baldwin to retain 
possession. We may suppose that this incursion of Baldwin's 
was in connexion with the landing of Matilda and Robert of 
Gloucester, which took place soon after, at the end of Sep- 
tember, 1139. We next hear of him at the siege of Win- 
chester, which ended in a disastrous rout, resulting in the 
release of Stephen, and terminating the eight months' reign of 
Matilda. We have no further account of his deeds, unless he 
was the Fitz Gilbert who, according to William of Malmes- 
bury and Henry of Huntingdon, while holding the castle of 
Marlborough for the empress, enticed the rufiSan Robert Fitz 
Hubert thither, and handed him over to Robert of Gloucester, 
who caused him to be hanged at Devizes. In all probability 
he was with Henry upon his landing in the winter of 1152. 
Upon the accession of Henry, he was restored to all his posses- 
sions and honours, which he did not, however, live long to 
enjoy. We may suppose that it was in the days of his pros- 
perity, before Stephen seized the crown, that the good deeds 
which are recorded of him were accomplished, he having 
founded several churches and monasteries. The pedigree shows 
that he married Adelicia, but we have no information as to her 
birth or parentage. He had three sons — Richard, Henry, and 
William ; and two daughters — Matilda and Hadewisa. Bald- 
win died 4 June, 1 155, only about six months after the accession 
of Henry, for whom he had suffered so much. He was buried 
at the Cistercian abbey of Quarr, in the Isle of Wight, which 
he had founded, and was succeeded by his eldest son, Richard. 
Of this third earl, Richard, we know little. He increased 
the large possessions which he inherited, by his marriage with 
a daughter of Reginald Earl of Cornwall, called by many 
different names in different deeds — Dionysia, Mabilia, Hawisia, 
and Beatrix. He did not long survive his father, dying in 
1 162 at Le Mans. Pole says that both he and his wife were 
buried at Christ Church ; the latter died in 11 70, leaving two 
sons, another Baldwin and Richard. Baldwin, the fourth earl, 
married Alice, daughter and heiress of Ralph de Dol ; he died 
without issue, and the title and estates passed to his younger 
brother, Richard. 
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Richard, the fifth earl, married Emma, daughter of Robert 
de Pont-arches, and dying without childreni was succeeded by 
his uncle William, son of Richard the third earl. He was 
born and educated at Vernun, or Verona, in Normandy, and 
married Mabilia, or Lucy, daughter of Robert Earl of Mellent 
and Worcester and of Matilda his wife, a daughter of 
Reginald Earl of Cornwall. He was high in favour at the 
court of Richard I, and was one of the four earls who carried 
a silk canopy over the king at his coronation. He died in 
1216, after the accession of Henry HI, having lived in five 
reigns. He had three children — Baldwin, who died in his 
father's lifetime ; Johanna, who married William Lord Brewer; 
and Mary, who married, firstly, Peter des Preaux, and secondly 
Sir Robert de Courtenay. 

The seventh earl was Baldwin, grandson of the last men- 
tioned earl, son of Baldwin, William's son, and Margaret 
daughter and heiress of Warren Fitzgerald: he married 
Amicia, eldest daughter of Gilbert de Clare Earl of Gloucester 
and Hertford by his Countess Isabella. He was young at 
his father's death, and was probably made a ward of the king, 
for in the Patent Roll under date 7 September, 1224, we find 
the Bishop of Exeter was commanded to deliver the custody 
of Plympton Castle to John of Bayeux to hold during the 
king's pleasure. 
-^ ^ Mand est Epo Exon qd Castru de Plimtori 

Slmt^n'"^ '^^^^ P"^^^ J^^^ UotXi de Baioc] custodiend q» 

diu dno Rex placu'^it Totam aute' Garnistura 
eiusde castri silr. libet eide Jotti p sc*ptu in modu cyrographi 
int' ipm Epm % ipm JoKem p fectu T. ut s\ 

(Patent Roll, 8 Henry HI, p. 3, 1224.) 

The following year the men of Plympton were to continue 
the customary aid yearly to the king's use so long as they 
were in the custody of Thomas of Cirencester,^ and the same 
year there is a mandate to the knights and freemen who owe 
castle guard to Plympton Castle as to its defence. John of 
Bayeux (Johannes de Baiocis) still held and was constable.^ 
The first charter to the borough of Plympton was given in 
1242 (see chapter iii). It was sealed at Plympton, Alexander 

^ Patent Roll (33 a), 9 Hen. Ill, m. 3, 19 July, 1225. 

* Patent Roll (32 a), 9 Hen. Ill, m. 8, 8 January, 1224-5. 
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de Hemerdon, who was then constable of the castle, being one 
of the witnesses. Baldwin survived his marriage only about 
four yearsi dying 15 February, 1245, leaving issue one son 
and two daughters — Baldwin, Isabella, and Margaret who 
became a nun in the Abbey of Laycock. Amicia founded the 
Cistercian Abbey of Buckland, the monks being brought from 
Quarr, the foundation of her husband's great ancestor. 

The eighth earl was the fifth Baldwin. Pole says that he 
married firstly Hawis, or Aviza, a lady of Savoy, and secondly 
Margaret, whose parentage is not known. By the former 
he had no issue, by the latter an only child, John, who died 
an infant in France. On Baldwin's death, 28 August, 1272 
(he is said to have been poisoned), the earldom of Devon 
became extinct in the Redvers family. His sister Isabella, 
who had married William de Fortz, Deforce, or De Fortibus, 
Earl of Albemarle and Holderness, then a widow, entered into 
the large family possessions.^ 

There are many entries relating to Plympton Castle on the 
Rolls during the thirteenth century. We give a few. 

Rex T;c Vic. Devon salt. P^cipim tf ^ accepta sec'itate a 
Ric PeV'efi ^ custodiet ad op'' nrm fidetr castru de Plitoii ittd 
ei libes 'I facias ei hre de redditu de Plitoii 'I ptinens ad custodia 
illi^castri xx m. T.me ipo ap Keniff xj die Aug^. 

(Close Roll, 1204, 6 John.) 

In cir. 1 2 18 there is a letter from the Sheriff of Devon to 
the King respecting the defences and uses of the Castle of 
Plympton. 

(App. II, 2 Rep. Dep. Keep. Records, p. 144, 1872.) 

--.- Rex Vic' Dorset sah. Precipimus tf qd de- 

FrancheH ^ '^^" facias Miloni de Franchesney catalla sua 

que cepisti ^ detines occone Henr de Fran- 
chesney fris sui qui est in Cast^ de Plimtoii *\ est de familia 
Fatt de Breaut inimici nri. T. K ap Bedeford xxij die Jul'. 

(Close Roll, 1224, 8 Hen. III.) 

^ There are many difficulties in the pedieree of the families of Clare, Redvers, 
and Courtenay. In what we have said we have in the main followed the 
"Monasticon"; Dugdale's "Baronage"; *'Magni Rotuli Scaccarii Normanniae," 
edited by Stapleton; Pitman Jones and Oliver, "Genealogy of the Courtenays," 
1853; and Planche, "The Conqueror and his Companions," voL II, with some 
corrections, but Mr. J. W. Round has pointed out serious errors. See his " Feudal 
England " and " Geoffrey De MandevtUe." 
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_ J Mand' est costab de Plymton qd oves boves 

^ T^ , /U^,, , vaccas cu vitul 1 porcos q*tq*t fit i custodia 
de ^r'^irSandus ^"^ ^® **"^ ^ ^"'^^ *^ ^® Breaut quor recep* 
Thome de Cy- ^^ ^^^ ^® Plympton tibari faciat Thofii de 
rencestf . Cirenc custodi honoris de Plympton. T. ut s\ 

(Close Rolli 1224, 8 Hen. IIL) 

Lifeat ^^^ ^ Thes % Camariis suis Salf. Libate 

de thesauro nro Ade le Ruter nuncio nro 

eunti in imciu nr ad Ric de Gray tres denarii. «««« 'I Jofii 

Blundo eunti us^' Plimpton decS ^ octo denar. West: xxvj Oct. 

(Close Roll, 1224, 8 Hen. HI.) 

Rex Vic Devon Salt'. Scias qd pcessim' dilco *! fide. n. 
Falk de Br qd feria q sol3 ten'i ap Plimton singul' annis p' 
diem Aplo^ Pet* ^ Pauli teneat' decet'o ibid' singut annis die 
Sci Luce Ev^ng n* sit ad noc vicinar feriaf'. Et ido t* p'^cipim'' 
qd feria ilia clamari fac' ibid' 1 terPi pMco die Sci Luce sic 
p'^dcm T. H. de Burgo Just n. ap Huntind viij die Marc. 

(Close Roll, 1 22 1, 5 Hen. HL) 

W™ Count de L'isle fined with the King for 50 marks to 
have seisin of his Castle of Plimton and the manors of 
Moreis and Riddleston and their appurtenances which were 
the inheritance of the Countess of Melleto who granted them 
William and for which he will be the King's man &c. 

^ y , Will's com de Insula fine fee cu dno & p 

De"on^ ' quingent marc' infra duos annos reddendas, 

set3 ad scacc' Pascfi ano %c vj^ cent 1 xxv m 
1 sic de scacc 1 scacc p finda saisina cast* sui de Plinton, 1 p 
hndis man^iis de Moreis *\ Ridleston' cu ptin. q fu'nt de fieditate 
comitisse de Melleto q ipa eid com ccessit — '\ in erit ho dni 
Reg. % p findo man'^io de Cruke cu ptin q fuit dos comitisse 
de Berry q est de feodo ipi^ comitis "l un reddidit p annu q*? 
vigint lil3r. un p fie fine deceto^ quiet*^ er. '\ p finda magna assisa 
ulr ipe maj^ jus fiat tenendi Rumbrug % Langet. set) vij^. 
libr ?re jux* SuhamT de diio Rege. an diis Rex tendi ea 1 dncio 
1 p findis de ?ris Norm q sunt de feodo suo vigint libr ?re. 1 qd 
possit justiciare milites 1 tenentes suos 1 insula p lege regni 
1 judiciu cur sue. qd ei faciat de tenemtis suis qd ei fac'^e 
defiut. Et mandat Wifio de Mote Acuto "Ic vie qd cu ab eod 
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coin sec'os ptg accepit de cc. 1 l. m. dno R. reddend sic 
^cm tc facial h scire Wift Briu T;c vie Devon, qr dns Rex 
ei mandavit qd cu ei id fec''it scire ipe ab eod com sec'itate capia 
de aliis cc 1 l m et, cu ille vie Devon' eid* Will vie Sunfset 
mandaV'it qd de iB cc ^ l m ab eod com sec'itate cepit. T;c 
pdco com de supMcis q i baBa sua it pleii saisina hre faciat. 
\ dno & scire £aciat infra EpipK noiapig. 

(Rotuli de Finibus Ann. 6 Johann. a.d. 1204.) 

King John ordered William Brewer to deliver to Richard 
Peverell the Castle of Plympton and to William Boscard the 
moat of the same taking of them hostages and security of the 
soldiers of the Castle Bristol 18 July. 

(Pat. Roll, 6 Jo. m. 10, 1204-5.) 

William Brewer to have 30 marks out of the rents of Plimton 
for keeping the Castle. Dated Keniln. 1 1 August. 

(Rot. Norm. 6 Jo. m. 19.) 

John granted to W" Earl of Devon — ^that whereas he being 
old and his son Baldwin under age not being able to defend 
and protect his lands against Lewis he might nevertheless 
cause his said lands to be held out against the s^ Lewis 
provided his son Baldwin remained always with him and in 
his service Dated Warham 21 June. 

(Rot. Pat. 18 Jo. p. "7.) 

King Hen. Ill by patent notified to Reginald le Werth 
Constable of Plympton that he had granted to Henry de Ponte 
Audomer and Ralph de Norwich the Castle of Plympton 
which belonged to W. Earl of Devon and was then in custody 
of the King to be holden by him during pleasure 15 Sept. 
Dated Kingston. (Rot. Pat. i Hen. HI, m. 4.) 

An order from the King [Henry HI] to John Marshall for 
the delivery of the Castle of Plympton to Fulk de Breaut 
and Margery his wife with all its appurtenances and all the 
land of the Earl of Devon which belonged to his Countess 
Margaret as her dower which comes to her from the land which 
belonged to Baldwin son of the said Earl and husband of the 
said Margaret Oxford 30 March. 

(Pat. Roll, 2 Hen. 3, pars prima, m. 5.) 
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The King committed to Ralph de Wilton the land of William 
de Vernun Earl of Devon in Devonshire and the Castle of 
Plympton. Dated Kanesham 12 Nov. 

(Pat Rolli 2 Hen. III| pars ima, m. 9.) 

The King orders that the fair which Fulk de Breaut held 
formerly at Plympton on St Peter and St Paul's day be held 
for the future on St Luke's day. 

(Claus. Roily 5 Hen. III| m. 14.) 

The Bishop of Exeter is commanded to deliver the custody 
of Plympton Castle to John de Bayeux to hold during the 
King's pleasure, 1224: — 

... ^ Dns Rex pmis JoKi de Baioc Marina sua 

««^ri^^?fiiT?IZ'- de CornuB * Devon custoda quamdiu ei 

nuD Devon Dors , ^. j ^t - ^--t., j i^ * - 

Cust died'a. placirit * mandat' u est oibj de Costera mans 

Cornub % Devon qd ei i oib3 q ad Marina ilia 

p tinet intedetes sit et respodetes. T. R. ap Lond vij die Sept. 

Mandet vie Devon [%] Cornub p littas clausis qd in oibu) 
q ad eas p tinet ei sit auxiliates p suletes % intedetes. 

Eode' m^ scribif oibus de Costera Maris Dorset, p Radulfo 
Geruii. T. ut' s» 

D Castro de Plimton. Mand et Epo Exon qd Castria' de 
Plimton libet ante Garnistura eius de castri siir libet eide' Jotii 
p sc*ptu' in modo cyrograpKi inf ipm E'pm * ipm Johem p fectu 
T. ut s» (Pat. Roll, 8 Hen. HI, p. 3.) 

The King orders Henry de Franchesnes to deliver to the 
Bishop of Exeter the Castle of Plimton. 

(Pat. Roll, 8 Hen. HI, m. 4.) 

The King orders the guardian of the Honour of Plimton 
to give seisin to Ela Countess of Sarum of the land which 
belonged to her by inheritance in Plympton, and which was 
taken into the hands of the King by the death of William 
Earl of Sarum May 15. (Rot. Fin. 10 Hen. HI, m. 17.) 

The King ordered the Barons of his Exchequer to allocate 
to William Brewer from the time he was Sheriff of Devon 
which he caused to have by command of the Venerable W"' 
Bishop of Exeter in order to retain soldiers and servants for 
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the siege of the Castle of Plimton which he undertook by the 
King's orders when the King was besieging the Castle of 
Bedeford of the Talliage made at the time of the said siege 
in the lands which were in the hands of Fulk de Breaut of the 
honour of Plympton Dated lo May. [1226] 

(Close R. 10 Hen. Ill, m. 18.) 

We are told, in the only account that we have of the surren- 
der of Plympton, that after the castle fell into the hands of 
King Stephen it was razed to the ground — an exaggera- 
tion. Razed to the ground it was not, but it was probably 
slighted and rendered unfit for military purposes, and it may 
be that from that period the keep has always been as it is now — 
a ruin. We have seen that in 1250 the tenants of the fees had 
to maintain the walls of the castle, the lord keeping up the 
moat and the tower — ^that is of the keep — at his own cost. 
We have not, as far as we can ascertain, any reference to it as a 
place of defence afterwards, although it existed in name, and 
offices in connexion with it continued until within a compara- 
tively recent period. Baldwin de Redvers had no time to 
rebuild it, and in all probability his son would not have been 
allowed to, one of the means which Henry relied upon to 
restore order in the troubled state of the country being the 
destruction of many of the smaller fortresses, as well as the 
enormous number of adulterine castles which had sprung into 
existence during the reign of Stephen. The miseries which 
these last mentioned castles were the means of inflicting are 
incredible, and the accounts given in the chronicles and else- 
where of the tortures inflicted therein and the cruelties prac- 
tised by their owners are most pitiful. As a Norman castle, 
therefore, it is certain that Plympton could have existed but a 
very short time. The domestic buildings lasted on, and were 
occupied and used from time to time in various ways. We 
find that Thomas Maleverer, knight, had a grant in tail male, 
for services against the rebels (27 April, 2 Ric. Ill, 1484-5), 
of a mansion in Plympton Castle, and of the manor, borough, 
and hundred of Plympton, forfeited to the king, Edward .IV, 
by George Duke of Clarence. ^ We believe that up to the 
seventeenth century, some buildings remained, but after the 

^ 9 Rep. Dep. Keeper Pub. Rec, p. 133. 
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loss of the king's cause in the West in 16471 much damage 
was done to the keep, and the other buildings were destroyed 
to prevent their use at any future time by the Royalists. 

In various documents we find references to Pljrmpton in the 
forfeitures and re-grants of the sixteenth century, and where 
any description is given the castle is mentioned as being in 
ruins. Thus, in an undated document, but which was doubt- 
less written in 1539, or late in the year before, in the Augmen- 
tation OfiSce, we have a list of all the mansions and houses 
that the king's grace hath by the attainder of the late Lord 
Marquis, within the county here belonging to the Earldom of 
Devonshire, within the circuit of Roger Kynsey, auditor. 
The late Lord Marquis was, of course, Henry Courtenay, Earl 
of Devon and Marquis of Exeter, who su£Fered death 9 Decem- 
ber, 1538, with Lord Montague and Sir Edward Neville. 
Plympton is mentioned in this list, and is thus described : — 

'^Item at Plympton, a Castell being an honor wherein was 
many lodgyngs, and now utterly decayed ; one Thomas Vaw- 
terd, constable of the said Castell and bailiff of the manor and 
hundred, his yearly fee by patent, iiij" vj" viij** ". 

In 1553 (28 September) the queen grants in perpetuity to 
Edward Courtenay, Earl of Devon, {inter alia) the honours 
and castles of Plympton and Okehampton, and the manor and 
hundred of Plympton. 

The ofiSces of profit belonging to the castle were kept up. In 
1 509 we find that Walter Trelawyne was appointed to be constable 
of the castle and manor, and bailiff of the hundred of Plymp- 
ton, in Devon, during pleasure. In 1601, in the manuscript 
entitled '* A true Collection as well of all the King's Majesties 
oflSces and fees in any of the Courts of Westminster, as of all 
the ofiSces and fees of his Majesties honourable household, 
together with all fees appertaining to captaines and soldiers 
having charge of castles, bulwarks, and fortresses within the 
realme of England, and likewise the ofiSces and fees of his 
Highness's honourable houses, parkes, forests and chases 
within the said realme," under *^ Plympton, Constable of Castle 
and Bailie of hundred "an annual fee of £^ iis. id. is set 
down as being paid. 

When Leland visited Plympton he found, he says, **in the 
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inside of the town, a fair large castle and dungeon in it, 
whereof the walls yet stand but the lodgings within be decayed/' 
and he also sa3rs that there was good store of carp in the 
ditches. Here and there is mention of the tenure by which 
some property was held, whether of the king or of the lords of 
the castle. This was the tenure of Castle Guard, a military 
one, whereby the tenant was bound to guard or repair some 
specified part of the castle, tower, wall, or gatehouse, a ser- 
vice to be performed either in person or by commutation 
money as ward silver. 
John Hooker, of Exeter, has this note on Pljrmpton : — 

''The next is Plympton Castle wch is anncyent and was a 
strange thinge sufiScient garde and defense in the tymes when 
speare and shylde boare the mastery. This Castle Kinge 
Henrye the first the Sonne of the Conqueror dyd bestow and 
give unto his cousen and neerest kynsman Richard de Ryparys 
Rideverse and whome he made Erie of Devon. And from his 
after certaine descents came to the Courtenys whose heyres 
generall do holde the same. There bee sundrye gentlemen do 
hold there landes of that Castle beinge bounde every of theym 
to buylde and repayre the garrates of the Wall from tyme to 
tyme as occasion shall see. But this svice is all most forgotten 
and geven over."^ 

It is curious that the late Henry Woollcombe notes in 
1842 that the ramparts in his youth were called by the old 
inhabitants the Garrets, and the Keep the Ring. Garret is 
derived from the old French garite^ gueritej a watch tower. 
^^Garrits and Watchhouses where the sentinels are to be 
placed." — (Robert Barret, "Theorike and Practike of Modern 
Warres," IV, iv, 112, 1598.) The keep is still commonly called 
the Ring. 

In the document of the assumed date of cir. 1250, referred 
to in our first chapter, it is stated that the tenants of the fees of 
the honour of Plympton were obliged to support the walls and 
battlements of the castle of Plympton at their own proper 
expense, according to the quantity of their fees — ^that is to say, 
one kernell or battlement for every fee, and the lord to keep up 

^ " Synopsis Chorograpbicai of Devonshire," by John Hooker, foL 170 MSS. 
Brit Mus. BtbL HarL 5827, Plut LXV. c 
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the moat and the tower at his own expense. Burt^ says that 
the manor of Sheepstor, which belonged to the Honour, en- 
joyed great privileges, and extended over several estates in 
different parishes, and was formeriy bound to keep in repair 
a turret of Plympton Castle. 

Camden describes the ruins as the miserable remains of a 
castle, and in 17 16 Browne Willis refers to them in the same 
terms, and states, as did Leland, that the ditch contained a 
good store of carp. 

In a Survey in 1651 we find Plympton mentioned with many 
particulars, both as to the tenants and the income arising from 
the honour. It is ** A survey of the Honors of Okehampton 
and Plympton, with the fee of Weeke St. Mary (where was a 
castle the site of which now only is known) lying and being 
in the counties of Devon and Cornwall, part of the possessions 
of Charles Stuarte, the late King, but now settled on Trustees 
for the use of the Common Wealth ; held as of the Manor of 
East Greenwich, in fee and common socage by fealty only. 
Taken by Edward Hore, George Gentleman, Gabriel Taylor 
and George Goodman, and by them returned the 27th day of 
November, Anno Domini 165 1." The fee tenants paid for 
garrett money and suit to Court £14. 2s. 

In the MS. entitled '^A true collection as well of all the 
Kinges Majesties offices and Fees in any of the Courts at 
Westminster as of all the offices and Fees of his Majesties 
honourable Household together with all fees apertaining to 
Captaines and Souldiers having charge of Castells, Bullwarkes 
and Fortresses within the Realme of England and likewise the 
offices and Fees of his Highnes honorable Houses Parkes 
Forestes and Chases within the said Realme," Anno 1606, 
under the head **Townes of Warr, Castells and Bullwarks," 
we find : — 

** Devon 
** Plimton Constable of Castell and Bailie of hundred 

''£^ IIS. Id." 

This is the only castle mentioned in Devon. In Cornwall, 
Launceston, Tintagel, and Pavenor are mentioned. (See 
^^ Archaeologia," vol. XV, p. 90.) 

^ Notes to Carrington's " Dartmoor/' 177, and ed 185. 
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In 1608 we find the following entry, but we know nothing 
as to the dispute, which involved questions as to, apparently 
very much, land in Devon, Cornwall, Somerset, and else- 
where : — 

''Inter Warwicum Hele militem querentem et Reginaldum 
Mohun militem Deforcientem, de Castro et Manerio de 
Plympton et tenementis ibidem et aliter in Comitatu Devonie," 
etc., etc. (Calendar Fines, Hilary Term, 6 Jac. I, 1068.) 

During the siege of Plymouth, 1642-6, Plympton was 
occupied from time to time by Royalist troops. Prince Maurice 
having in 1643 five regiments of horse and nine of foot 
stationed here, and here for a time he had his headquarters, 
it is said in a house — mansion, we have seen it called some- 
where — ^which was, so tradition says, situated in the court of 
the castle. The ** Noble Colonell Digby at Plimton with above 
3000 horse and foote not doubting but ere long to give a 
very good account of Plymouth." — ("Mercurius Aulicus," 
13 October, 1643.) 

On hearing of the advance of Sir Thomas Fairfax, who 
reached Totnes 12 January, 1643, the Royalists at Plympton 
in haste left all their works before Plymouth and fled into 
Cornwall. And after Plymouth's victory, Ricraft tells us: 
** Plympton taken by his Excellency the Lord generall" 
(Essex), ^' and in it eight pieces of Ordnance and all the rest 
of the ammunition."^ 

It is evident from this that there was a work of some kind, 
of offence or defence, in the neighbourhood of Plympton. 
The headquarters of the commander for the time being were 
probably at the castle, but there must have been a fort com- 
manding the waters further west. Near it no doubt much of 
the fighting took place, for while there are many entries in the 
register of St. Mary's of the burial of soldiers, there are but 
few in that of St. Maurice. 

The yearly payment by the burgesses of Plympton reserved 
by the first charter, granted by Baldwin the seventh earl, 
continued to be paid by the Corporation down to the year 1853 
(see chapter iii) to the Earl of Morley, who had become, by 

^ Ricraft's *' Survey of England's Champions," 1647, P* 1^3* 
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purchases from various parties and at various times, the owner 
of what was left of the manor, lands, castle and ditches, and 
presumably lord of the manor of Plympton. At that time, how- 
ever, the finances of the borough had become so reduced that 
the Corporation informed the earl that it had no power to keep 
up the ancient payment, and as the representative of the lords 
of Plympton was unable to enforce it, an acknowledgment 
which had been made uninterruptedly for a period of nearly 
six hundred years altogether ceased. Everything is gone now 
except the few remains of the old fortress ; the tenures, the 
annual payments, the manorial customs, the manor court 
itself, are all swept away. 

John Horsman was a merchant of Plympton and a man of 

substance and repute — a mayor of the borough and justice 

of the peace. He died 21 March, 1704, at Yealmpstone, in the 

parish of Plympton St. Mary, which was not then, as now, 

a farmhouse. He left considerable property, which apparently 

descended to his son, a captain in the army, who died in 

i755> described in the Register as Lieutenant Colonel John 

Horsman. He had also filled the o£Sce of mayor of the 

borough. This John Horsman died leaving one daughter, 

Elizabeth, who inherited a considerable estate from him in 

lands and houses, which on her marriage in 1756 with John 

Palmer was settled upon her and her issue in the usual way. 

She died in 1768, leaving issue of the marriage four children 

surviving her. These children were John Horsman Palmer, 

George Palmer, Robert Palmer, and Elizabeth Palmer. John 

Palmer was a lawyer, and for many years was town clerk 

of the borough. In 1780, 5 and 6 June, his son John Horsman 

Palmer, having attained twenty-one, sold to him his one-fourth 

part of the property comprised in the marriage settlement, and 

in 1789 he also bought the fourth share of his son Robert, 

and died in 1800, leaving, with some small exception, the whole 

of his property to his daughter Elizabeth, and appointed her 

sole executrix of his will. In what way, it is not clear how, 

as we have not had access to documents which would no doubt 

show, the members of the Palmer family or some of them 

claimed to be interested in the castle and in the ditches which 

in all likelihood came to them through Elizabeth Horsman, 

who probably held a lease for years, as we find that in 1609 
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John Spark) of Plympton, an attorney of the town, died 
possessed of them for the remainder of a term for lives one 
only of whom then survived. The manor and castle were at 
this time vested in the lords of the manor of Plympton, and 
they and their lessees exercised certain rights of ownership over 
it. There was never any claim by the inhabitants to the ditches, 
which had always been let at annual and other rents ; but with 
regard to the castle itself, beyond letting the pasture of the 
court, no act of ownership had ever been asserted or attempted 
to be claimed or exercised. From time immemorial the castle 
had always been used by the inhabitants — ^without any denial 
or interference by those claiming to be lessees, or by the lords 
of the manor of Plympton, or by any one else — in various ways, 
as a public walk, for holiday assemblies, pleasure fairs, and 
revels, for sports and amusements and for recreation of every 
and any kind. A flagstafif had also from time immemorial 
stood on the ruins of the keep, and on Mayor-choosing day 
and on other public occasions a flag was hoisted upon it. The 
repairs to this flagstaff were done at the expense of the 
Corporation, and some years before, the vane of the alms- 
house, which was vested in the Mayor and Corporation, 
was removed and placed upon it by the town clerk, John 
Palmer, at some time during his term of o£Sce. In 1786, 
or thereabouts, there was a great disturbance and a free 
fight upon the castle in connexion with the annual revel 
on 29 May. This pleasure fair or revel had been held 
from time out of memory, but in consequence of disorderly 
conduct the Mayor and magistrates were able to interfere in 
some way and stopped it, and for twenty years the noisy 
revels were discontinued. 

About 1802, George Palmer, soon after his father's death, 
questioned the rights so long enjoyed by the people of 
Plympton in the castle and its belongings. But he was 
unsuccessful, the sports and amusements going on in spite 
of his protests. Before the Mayor-choosing day he had 
written the Mayor stating that he would not allow the flag 
to be hoisted on that day, as he claimed the castle as 
his private property. Of this no notice was taken. In 
1806, however, he tried again, but in spite of all his efforts 
the people took things into their own hands, the frolics of 
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29 May were resumed, and the revel was again held with the 
concurrence of the Mayor and Corporation, mainly for the 
purpose of giving Mr. Palmer an opportunity of proving 
his case. In this he failed, and things went on as before, 
as they have done ever since. With regard to the flagsta£F, 
however, he was able to do more mischief. Without any 
notice or warning he not only cut it down, but carried it off 
with the vane, shrouds, and halyards. This brought things 
to a head. On the advice of counsel proceedings were taken, 
with the result that Palmer not only had to restore the flag- 
staff, but to abandon the claims he had made to interfere with 
the rights of the inhabitants or the Corporation in any matter 
connected with the castle. In the old engraving of 1814 the 
flagstaff is shown in its place, proving that it had been restored 
to its former condition. This is an interesting story, but we do 
not at all understand by what right or authority George Palmer 
took this action, as about the year 1802 Lord Boringdon had 
acquired the last of the eight parts into which the manor and 
its adjuncts were divided. There may have been a lease, and 
he may have been a tenant of Lord Boringdon and have been 
put forward to assert a right which his lordship fancied he 
was possessed of. Indeed, this latter seems most likely, for 
some few years after (we have not been able to ascertain the 
exact date) Lord Boringdon made another attempt to obtain 
a hold upon the castle. It is handed down, and we have heard 
it from several old inhabitants, and especially from the late 
John Strode Arscott, the last town clerk of the borough, that 
his lordship had some altercation with the Corporation, with 
the result that he said he should take possession of the castle 
and do what he liked with it. Consequently, a few days after, 
a plough, a pair of horses, and some men from Saltram under 
the direction of Yolland, his lordship's steward, arrived upon the 
castle with the intention of ploughing up the pasture ground 
of the base court, and so asserting his lordship's claim. The 
Mayor and Corporation, however, probably forewarned, were 
equal to the occasion, and summoning Uie constables and 
calling together as many of the inhabitants as possible, the 
horses were removed from the plough and driven off with the 
men who brought them there, and the plough being broken 
up, and the harness, taken from the horses, destroyed, the 
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defenders with them made a bonfire, and the rest of the day 
was spent in jollity and rejoicing. This, as far as we know, 
was the only really serious attempt to deprive Plympton of 
its undoubted rights, in the possession of which they have 
remained undisturbed since, and as far as we know or have 
been able to ascertain, neither Lord Boringdon nor his 
successors have, except perhaps when asked to lop or remove 
a dangerous or decayed tree, done anything to assert any other 
claim or to exercise any rights of ownership other than letting 
the grass. But the tenants of the grazing sometimes asserted 
claims which they could not enforce, such as endeavouring 
to prevent the using of the castle by the public that the cattle 
placed there might not be disturbed, but the people seem to 
have been always careful of their rights. Westlake was the 
tenant at one time, and he applied for a summons against some 
boys who were in the habit of collecting dung and carrying 
it ofiF, but the magistrates refused to issue it, although he had 
legal assistance in his application. At another time the 
tenant summoned an inhabitant for riding a horse (probably 
exercising it or breaking it in) upon the grass, but the magis- 
trates dismissed the case. 

Sports were constantly held on the castle. We give a 
facsimile of a handbill announcing entertainments on 14 and 
15 July, 1807, a year after George Palmer's last attempt. We 
have heard that it was customary at one time for the newly- 
elected Mayor to provide a bull to be baited on the castle. 
This is likely, but we have not found any reference to it, 
or any payment in any Corporation account we have seen. 
Until made illegal there was always cock-fighting on the 
castle on Easter Monday. This generally ended by the 
owners and backers of the birds having a fight of their 
own, and there was frequently much disorder. There was a 
regular cock-pit — a brick-built edifice roofed in and with 
seats rising all round — behind the house adjoining the Guild- 
hall, now the Police Station, and mains were regularly fought 
there. 

When the Highway Board for the district took the place of 
the old wa)rwardens the castle was greatly neglected. Things 
improved somewhat when the board was done away with and 
surveyors of the highways appointed. But the latter could 
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not spend money to keep the place in general order, it being 
their duty to see to the road and footpaths only. Things got 
from bad to worse ; there seemed to be no authority competent 
to act to deal with the place on behalf of the people ; the 
tenant who rented the grazing only cared to make a profit, 
the fences were broken down, the banks hollowed out, the 
mound disfigured, and the whole place became dilapidated 
and neglected. Worse than all, gipsies and caravan folk 
came and settled down for weeks, causing danger to the health 
and comfort of the parish and great annoyance to the 
inhabitants, who were besides thus interfered with in their 
use of the place as one of resort and recreation. Appeals to 
the steward of the lord of the manor were useless, the reply 
being that he had no power or funds to deal with the matter. 
At lengthy things becoming almost unbearable, a respectful 
but strongly worded memorial from the inhabitants was 
presented to Lord Morley, and this was followed by resolu- 
tions of the vestry in March, 1893, urging that as things were, 
he was the only person who could be asked to help under the 
altered conditions, and to deal with the place as it required. 
His lordship was kind and sympathetic, but stated that he 
could not possibly do what was wished or accept any responsi- 
bility, but that he would consider the suggestion that he should 
vest his rights in the castle in a committee of management 
acting on behalf of the inhabitants. In the meantime, a castle 
repair fund was started, and the parishioners responded to the 
appeal very generously, and the money'raised — a considerable 
sum — ^was expended in making up the edges and outer banks of 
the paths, the repair of the hedges and slopes to the green, and 
the reinstatement of the seats, and other pressing work was 
completed. At the urgent request of the vestry Lord Morley 
was at the cost of placing posts at the south end of the road 
running from north to south across the castle, which is a public 
highway, and posts and a gate at the north end to prevent the 
entrance of carts and caravans without permission, and so 
damaging the grass and interfering with the grazing interests 
of his lordship's tenants, but this was the only assistance he 
felt himself able to render to the committee or the parish in 
any way. 

In 1894 the Local Government Act came into force and parish 
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councils were established. This was a great help in putting 
things in connexion with the castle somewhat in order. Lord 
Morley stated that he was unable to contribute pecuniarily in 
any way, but then expressed his willingness to grant a lease 
of his rights in the castle for a nominal rent to the newly formed 
parish council. The council gladly accepted his lordship's 
offer, and on the execution of the lease immediately made by- 
laws for the regulation of the castle as a recreation ground 
under section 164 of the Public Health, 1875, which were 
allowed by the Local Government Board 24 January, 1896. 
A further appeal was made for subscriptions in aid of the rate 
to enable the council to carry on the work of improvement, 
and much more was done, and the ravages of time and the 
injury done by boys and other mischievous persons have to 
a great extent been repaired. The mound has had the runs 
and hollows stopped up, the base court has been improved, 
with the result that the whole place has been restored to 
decency and order. Much, however, remains to be accom- 
plished, more especially in levelling and draining the area. 
The heartiest thanks are due to those inhabitants who in 1893 
and subsequently came forward so liberally, and whose con- 
tributions really rescued the castle from the destruction to 
which it was rapidly going. 

Plympton Castle is an ancient monument of the greatest 
value, and in a wonderful state of preservation. Its perfect 
state is due to two causes : first, the absence (at all events for 
a considerable period) of any stone or materials of value which 
might be removed for use elsewhere ; and secondly, the fact 
of its having been from time immemorial the town-place or 
green, to the use and enjoyinent of which the inhabitants have 
since the demolition of the castle acquired an unquestionable 
right. 

This old base court of the castle could tell many a tale of 
life and stirring incident. It might be easy to conjure up in 
connexion with the place some of the life history of the middle 
ages, of the Wars of the Roses, of the vigour and interest 
of Tudor times. The cavalier held his own here for a time in 
the seventeenth century, but had to give place to the Round- 
head when the siege of Plymouth was raised. The eighteenth 
century had its experience of rough, not to say brutal, amuse- 
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ment, and in the early part of the nineteenth century things 
were not very different. At the conclusion of peace after 
Waterloo there were great rejoicings and a feast and frolics on 
the castle. Many now living remember the rejoicings upon the 
close of the Crimean War, when the whole population of 
Plympton, young and old, assembled, and after the manner 
of Englishmen enjoyed a substantial meal laid out on tables 
on the castle green ; and still later, festivities of a similar kind 
took place when the Prince of Wales (now Edward VII) was 
married ; again when his son (the now Prince of Wales) was 
married ; and again when his august mother celebrated the two 
jubilees of her reign. When our King ascended the throne 
the people of Plympton again mustered, and after parade and 
procession assembled once more on the oft-trodden castle green, 
and with one voice and single heart applauded their monarch 
and sent him messages of congratulation and loyalty; and 
again the tables were spread, and the poor of the place were 
fed and entertained. For such and the like functions of public 
interest for many a generation the castle has provided a 
rallying place for the people of the good old town of 
Plympton. 

As we have seen, the battle of the public was fought for 
it by the Corporation, when attempts to exercise rights over 
the castle which interfered with those of the public were made. 
We cannot find that the lords of the manor have ever taken 
any interest in, or cared for it, or assisted in its upkeep in any 
way. The Corporation and the Treby family were apparently 
the only ones who kept the place in order for the people, for 
at all events, the past two centuries, and every farthing ex- 
pended upon it has come from the rates or the voluntary 
contributions of the inhabitants. The paths on the top of 
the banks used to be, as before mentioned, repaired by the 
waywardens and surveyors of the highways out of the rates, 
as is done now by the parish council ; from time to time during 
the last fifty years or so the inhabitants by their subscriptions 
have done much to preserve and improve it ; the seats were 
provided by the same means. The late Charles R. Buller 
made the winding path leading to the top of the mound, and 
the fine trees which now adorn the castle were planted early 
in the eighteenth century by the Treby family to beautify the 
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spot. For its associations, but especially as a place of recrea- 
tion, it must be jealously guarded. But it has perhaps a still 
greater value as an ancient monument, and although it is 
probably safe in its present charge, it would no doubt be 
the right thing to have the provisions of the Act for the 
Preservation of Ancient Monuments applied to it and its 
surroundings. 
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CHAPTER III 
THE CHARTERS— MUNICIPAL HISTORY 

The township— The burh— Baldwin's Manor — Early charters — The charter of 
1242 — Confirmation of Isabella de Fortibus, and later Royal confirmations — 
Subsidy Roll of 1522 — Elizabeth's charter of 1602 — Its provisions — By-laws — 
Charters of James II and of William III and Mary— Extent of borough — 

. Perambulations — Constitution of governing body— Recorders — Town clerks — 
Borough courts, quarter-sessions — Mayoral feasts — List of Mayors, 1275-1860 
-rTroublous times — End of the borough. 
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'E find at Plympton, in Anglo- 
Saxon timesy not only the manor 
and the township, but, as dis- 
tinct from both, the burhy and which 
eventually became absorbed in the 
township. We learn from Bishop 
Stubbs^ that the burh **was simply a 
more organized form of the township. 
It was probably in a more defensible 
position, had a ditch and mound in- 
stead of the quickset hedge or *tun,* from which the township 
took its name ; and as the tun was originally the fenced home- 
stead of the cultivator, the burh was the fortified house and 
courtyard of the mighty man, the king, the magistrate, or the 
noble." At Plympton we have the burh in the military work 
still to be found in the castle, and the protected homestead of 
the peaceful husbandman in the name of the place. 

We have seen that the Domesday manor of Plintone was a 
royal manor, held by Baldwin the Sheriff. It is probably 
about a hundred years after the completion of the Domes- 
day Survey that we find a reference to Plympton as a 
borough. During that time much had happened. The 

1 "Const History," I, p. 92. 
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Norman keep which Baldwin de Meules had reared upon the 
English mound, and the castle which he had constructed, had 
in the hands of his successors been improved and strengthened ; 
and the inhabitants of the little town were those whom the 
necessities of their position compelled to settle under the walls 
of the re-edified fortress for safety and protection. The com- 
munity had shared the fortunes of the castle, and had fallen 
with it into the hands of the followers of Stephen during the 
siege of Exeter, in 1 140. The Redvers family had been con- 
stant to Plympton. Henry the First had granted to Richard de 
Redvers, Lord of Nehou, the honour of Plympton, and his 
grandson (or it may be his great-grandson) William, the sixth 
Earl of Devon, granted to the men of Plympton a charter, of 
which, beyond the fact that it was so granted, we know nothing, 
there being, so far as we have been able to discover, no copy 
of it in existence. That it had an existence there can be no 
doubt, for in 1224, 9 Henry III, the burgesses of Plympton 
were fined to have an inquest to ascertain whether they were in 
possession in the time of William Earl of Devon of certain 
liberties granted to them by that earl's charter, or not. 

'^Burgenses de Plinton re de xxx marcis pro vj palefridis, 
pro habenda Inquisitione per probos et legales homines de visu 
de Plinton, utrum fuerint in saissina tempore Willelmi quon- 
dam Comitis Devonian de libertatibus eis concessis per cartam 
ipsius Comitis quam inde habent au non."^ 

In the sixth generation we find another Redvers, a fourth 
Baldwin, seventh Earl of Devon, Sheriff of the County, and 
lord of the honour, castle, and manor of Plympton. The 
troubles of Stephen's reign, with all their attendant horrors, 
had passed ; the Redvers had had restored to them the ancient 
possessions of their family, and the events of succeeding 
reigns had not prevented Earl's Plympton from progressing, 
and either the burgesses of Plympton considered they ought 
now to demand privileges other than those already in their 
possession, or their lord thought that the time had come for 
the bestowal of further favours. Accordingly, in the year 
1242, shortly after the marriage of Baldwin with Amicia, 
daughter of Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucester and Hertford 

' Mag. Rot 9 Hen. III» 3 b. Devon. Madox. Exch., ed. 171 1. 
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—name ever to be held in respect by men of Devon, the 
foundress of Buckland, the mother of the noble Isabella de 
Fortibus — the first charter of which we have any certain in- 
formation was granted. Although, as just mentioned, it would 
appear that this was not the first Plympton charter, there is no 
reference in the new one to its predecessor, although the bur- 
gesses are spoken of as such. In nearly all the succeeding 
charters we shall find that the older ones are referred to. This 
document was given at Plympton on the Feast of the Annun- 
ciation, in the twenty-sixth year of the reign of Henry III, 
1242, and it is in the following words : — 

''Omib3 xti ffidelib3 hoc scriptum visuris ut audituris Balde- 
winus de Redfiiis Comes Deuori et Dns insule sahm. Notum sit 
no% nos concessisse 1^ t'didisse dilectis % fidelib3 Burgensib3 
nris de Plimpton Totum burgum nrm de Plimpton cum foro ^ 
Nundinis ^ omib3 ptinenciis suis ad dcm Burgum spectantib3. 
Tenend if find sibi if heredib) suis de nofc ^ heredi1^3 nris 
i'perpetuum. Adeo lifce ^ q'ete cu omib3 lifctatib3 ^ litis con- 
suetudinibus eo modo sicut Ciues Exon melius ut liSius hal^nt ut 
habere debent In ciuitate sua Exon q^ de Rege tenent. Ex- 
ceptis Natiuis nris quos si contigit in ^dco burgo manere ut 
(hendinare qd p'dce libtatis auctoritate ^dcis Burgensib3 con- 
cessa nullam sibi libratem poSunt uendicare aut usurpare 
sine assensu iiro speciali. Reddendo no6 ^ heredib3 nris dci 
Burgenses ^ liedes sui annuati viginti q*tuor lib^s ^ duos 
solid ^ duos deii ad q*tuor anni Aminos. Videl3 ad pascti sex 
lib^s ^ sex deii ^ obot: Et ad festu' sci Jotinis bapS sex lib^s ^ sex 
deii ^ obot Et ad festu' bi Michaet sex lib^ ^ sex d ^ obot 
Et ad Natat dni sex lib^s ^ sex deii ^ obot. Saluo nob decetero 
quicquid augere potimus in redditib3 assisis in burgagiis in ?ris 
iiris forinsecis extra burgum. Concessinfi insup dcis Burgen- 
sib3 ^ heredib3 suis libum introitu in burgm ^ libum exitu a 
burgo. P'^ea concessini? dcis burgensib3 ^ heredib3 suis qd 
sint liberi ^ quieti a tolneto ^ omni consuetudine p omnes Sras 
nras. Volumus itsi% ^ firmi? ^ipimus ne aliqui balliui ut ministri 
iiri pdcis burgensib3 iiris ut heredibB suis aliq^ inferant 
iniuriam ut inferri pmittant. Et ut nra hec concessio 4f carte 
nre confirmaob rata ^ stabilis i'^ppetuum pseueret ^^nti sc^pto 
sigillum nrm apposuini?. Hiis testibB Diio Rob de Moltoii tnc 



Digitized 



by Google 



82 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

p*ore Plimpton Dno Hugone Peuerel. Dno Rad de Albamara 
Dno Rad de Chaluns. Diio Wydone de Briteuill Alexand 
de Henenfidoii tunc constabular Plimpton Wifio de Halgawill 
« multas aliis. Carta ista fca fuit die Annuncionis tSe Virginis 
Marie apud Plimpton Anno Regni Dili Regis Henr filii Regis 
Jofiis vicesimo sexto." 

{From the original document. PLXsoCartaeAntiqtue^l.uHo.ig.) 

It may be translated literally as follows : — 

*'To all the faithful in Christ seeing or hearing this writing, 
Baldwin de Redvers, Earl of Devon, and Lord of the Isle, greeting. 
Be it known to you that we have granted and delivered to our well- 
beloved and faithful Burgesses of Plympton all our Borough of 
Plympton, with the market and fairs, and all their appurtenances 
to the same Borough belonging To hold and to have to them and to 
their heirs of us and our heirs for ever as freely and quietly with all 
liberties and free customs in the same manner as the citizens of 
Exeter better and more freely have or ought to have in their City of 
Exeter which they hold of the King Except our natives whom if it 
shall happen that they stay or dwell in the aforesaid Borough that 
by authority of the said liberty granted to the aforesaid burgesses 
they can have no liberty to claim or usurp without our special assent. 
The said burgesses and their heirs rendering to us and to our heirs 
yearly twenty-four pounds and two shillings and two pence at the 
four terms of the year namely at Easter six pounds and six pence 
and a half penny and at the Feast of St John the Baptist six pounds 
and six pence and a half penny and at the Feast of St. Michael 
six pounds and six pence and a half penny and at the Nativity of our 
Lord six pounds and six pence and a half penny Reserving moreover 
to us whatsoever we may have in rent of Assize and burgages [and] 
in outlying lands beyond the Borough. We have granted moreover 
to the said Burgesses and to their heirs free ingress to the Borough 
and free egress from the Borough Besides we have granted to the 
said Burgesses and to their heirs that they shall be free and quit from 
toll and from all customs through our lands. And we therefore will 
and firmly conmiand none of our bailiffs or ministers bring or suffer 
to be brought any injury to our aforesaid burgesses or to their heirs 
And that this our grant and confirmation of our charter may be pre- 
served valid and firm for ever to this present writing We have put our 
Seal. These being Witnesses Lord Robert of Molton Prior of 
Pl3rmpton Lord Hugo Peveril Lord Ralph of Albemarle Lord Ralph 
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of Chalons Lord Wydone of Brittevile ^l^^cander of Hemerdon Con- 
stable of Pl3rmpton William of HalwUl and many others. This 
Charter was made on the day of the Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary at Plympton in the 26th year of the reign of the King 
Henry son of King John." 

By this we find Baldwin grants his borough of Plympton, 
with its market and fairs and all liberties and free customs, to 
be held by the burgesses in the same manner as the citizens of 
Exeter held their city of the king. The nativi, however, of the 
earl were not to partake in these privileges without their lord's 
special consent, and an annual rent of £2/^ 2S. 2d., payable 
quarterly, was reserved. With due solemnity was this charter. 
Still extant, executed, and in the presence of friends and neigh- 
bours of the grantor and well-wishers of the rising town duly 
delivered to the men of Plympton, who retained the original, 
an entry of it being made upon the great Roll of the realm, 
where we now find it. 

The privileges conferred by this charter were enjoyed by the 
town, with additions and variations from time to time, for 
more than six centuries, and until the year 1833 the sum of 
£24. 2s. 2d. was duly paid by the corporate authorities to 
Baldwin and his successors, claiming to be lords of Plympton, 
the last recipients being the Earls of Morley. 

Baldwin, the grantor of this charter, died in 1244, leaving a 
son Baldwin and two daughters, Isabella de Fortibus, Countess 
of Albemarle — and on the death of her brother without issue, 
of Devon — and Margaret. Isabella confirmed the charter of 
her father to Plympton, and conferred additional privileges. 
This confirmation has no date, but it must have been given 
some time after 1262, when, according to Cleaveland, her 
brother, who survived William her husband, died. 

This confirmation, the original of which is not extant, is 
given from the copy on the Roll. 

''Omnibus Christ! fidelibus ad quos p'^sens sdpt puen'^it 
Isabefi de forti comitissa de albamart ^ Deuoii ac dna insule 
saltm in dno sempi^na NoiPitis me in ligia viduitate mea 
concessisse ac confirmasse % f rato Suisse oimodam Libtatem 
^ consuetudine a bald de RydiV'iis ^r meo q^ndam Comite 
Deuon ac dno Insule Burgensibus de Plympton concessam % 
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comuna in turbar de mora iira u'sus Dertemore ad omia neccia 
focalis singlis domibua dci burgi « comuna in semitis in bosco 
de Heawode « ext^iustis % consuetis.s.ad burgag dci Burgi 
necc*iis sine omi contMiccone Tenend ^ liend dcis burgensibus 
^ heredibus suis de me % heredibus meis libe q'ete pacifice 
^ Integ* Jure hereditar Inppetun scdm tenore carte Baldewini 
eisdem burgensibus confecte f omi seruico querela is demanda 
Ita scilicB q^ ego deceto? con* % sdptu ut fcm n^ heredes mei 
nee aliquis % rone mei n® con* sc^ptu ut fcm Baldewini pris mei 
n^ in aliquibB consuetudinib3 iustis ac usitatis venire p'^sumam? 
Ego vero Isabella dca ^ heredes mei burgensib3 dcis omia 
p^sc*pta con' omes gentes waranti3are tenem' * defendere scdm 
forma p'^sc^pta In omibB pro hac concessione % confirmacoe carte 
mee dedernt m* dci burgens decem m*rcas sterlingo^ Et vt fe con- 
cessio ^ carte mee confirmac5 rata % stabit in poster^ inppetum 
pmaneat sc^pto {fsenti sigillu meu apposui Hiis testibs Dnis 
scil3 Robto de Albamart JoKe de Albamart Rado de Chalons 
Rado Rufib Nicfio le bastard Militib) WalSo de lynh'm Rado 
de lynh'm Wifio de Coleford. Wifio le abbe de Radeford 
^aliis/' — {Cartas Antiqtue^ I. i. No. 20.) 

The confirmation may be translated literally as follows : — 

'*To all the faithful in Christ to whom this present writing shall 
come Isabella de Fortibus Countess of Albemarle and Devon and 
Lady of the Isle greeting in the Lord everlasting Know ye that I in 
my lawful widowhood have granted and confirmed all manner of 
liberty and custom I hold for valid granted by Baldwin de Redvers my 
father late Earl of Devon and Lord of the Isle to the Burgesses of 
Plympton and Common in the turbary of our moor towards Dartmoor 
and all necessary fuel for every house of the said Borough and 
Common in the accustomed paths in the wood of Heawood and 
beyond viz : to the Burgesses of the said Borough necessary with- 
out any contradiction To hold and have to the said Burgesses and 
to their heirs of me and my heirs freely quietiy peaceably and entirely 
by hereditary right for ever according to the tenor of the Charter of 
the said Baldwin made to the same burgesses for all service suit or 
demand. So that is to say, that I moreover against this writing 
ordered ndther my heirs nor any one in my right shall presume to 
contravene the writing or deed of Baldwin my father nor in any 
customs just and used. I moreover the said Isabel and my heirs are 
bound to warrant and defend to the said burgesses all things accord- 
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ing to the form above written in all things. For this my grant and 
confirmation charter the said burgesses have given me ten marks 
sterling And that this grant and confirmation charter may remain 
valid and firm hereafter for ever to the present writing I have put my 
seal. These Lords being witnesses, viz : Robert of Albemarl John of 
Albemarl Ralph of Chalons, Ralph Ruffo Nicholas the Bastard, 
Knights, Walter of Lyneham Ralph of Lyneham William of Cole- 
ford William le Abbe of Radford and others."^ 

Isabella confirms to the burgesses of Plympton all the rights 
and customs granted by her father, receiving ten marks as the 
consideration. She refers especially to the right of the people 
of Plympton to obtain wood for fuel from Hea, i.e. Lee, 
Wood ; but this is not particularly referred to in Baldwin's 
charter. Lee Wood is in the parish of Shaugh, and these 
rights still belong to those representing grantees of the lords 
of Plympton, and we believe are exercised by some persons at 
Elburton, holding land which was part of the manor. 

Assuming the date of the last charter to be about 1263, 
twenty-two years after we find upon the Charter Roll the entry 
of a confirmation by the king of the privileges granted by 
Baldwin and Isabella. Its date is 13 Edward I, 12 June, 1285, 
and is as follows : — 

'' Edwardus dei gra Rex Anglie Dns Hil^n « Dux Aquitauii 
Archiepis. Epis. Abbatibus. Prioribus. Comitibus. Baron. 
Justiciar, vicecom. Prepoitis. Ministr. ^ omibus Bafiis % 
fidelibus suis sattm Inspeximus cartam quam Baldewinus de 
Redveriis fecit Burgens de Plympton in hec verba. Omnibus 
xpi fidelibus hoc sdptu visur vel auditur Baldewinus de Red- 
veriis Com Devon [reciting the charter dated at Plympton 
2$ March^ 26 Henry III]. Inspeximus eciam carta qua Isabel 
de ffortibus comitissa Albemart fecit eisdem Burgens in hec 
verba. Omibus xpi fidet ad quos psens scriptu pven'^it Isal^ 
de fiForti [reciting the charter to the end]. Nos aute ^dcas 
donacones % concessiones ratas habentes % gratas eas f nol^ 
^ hered nris ^atis Burgens % fiedibus suis cdcedimus ^ 
cofirmamus sic ^dce carte ^dcorum Baldewini ^ Isal^ % sicut 
carte eoriidem de ^dcis LiStatibus quibus ipi ^ successores sui 

1 Vid4 B.M. Add. MSS. 15,663. foL 265 eiseg 
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hucus4 ronabtr vsi sunt iuste % ronablr testantur Hiis testibus 
veifabilibus pribus Roftto Bathon ^ WeSn. WiSmo Norwic. 
Antonino Dunolmen % Rico London Epis. Edmundo fre nro. 
Wiflmo de Valenc Avunculo iiro. Edmundo Com CornuK 
Giltito de Clare Com Glouc et Hertford. Ro^o Le Bygod 
Comite Norff % Marescallo Angt. Jo%e de Warenna Com 
surr. Henr de Lacy Comite Lincotn. WiSmo de Bello Campo 
Comite War?. Regin de Grey. Ottone de Grand! sono. RotJto 
Tybetot. Thoma de Weylaunde. « aliis. Dat p manu nram 
apud Westmon. Duodecimo die Jun anno Regni iiri T'^cio- 
decimo." — (Charter Roll, 13 Edw. I, No. 64.) 

By this document Edward, after stating that he had inspected 
the charter of Baldwin and also that of Isabella, and that he 
held the donations and grants therein contained firm and 
valid, confirmed the same and the liberties which the burgesses 
enjoyed. 

The rights and liberties enjoyed by Exeter, and which 
Plympton also enjoyed, we find were the usual ones — ^freedom 
from toll, passage, and pontage in all lands, waters, fairs, and 
markets, and from all secular service and customs. The citizens 
of Exeter had also the customs of London. The right of the 
king to talliage when he tallied his cities and boroughs was 
reserved. While Plympton was to pay the annual sum of 
£2/^ 2S. 2d., the lords of Exeter took only ^^13. 9s. od.^ 

In the return to the post-mortem inquisition taken at the 
death of Isabella, we have some particulars with regard to 
Plympton. There is a discrepancy in the amount payable by 
the borough, which is here stated to be ;^I5. 4s. 2d. only. 

Of the lands which were of Isabella de Fortibus Countess 
of Albemarle. 
Devon 

Inq" taken at Plymtone on Saturday next before the feast 
of St Andrew 22 Edw I [1293] by the oath of John de Scoford, 
Simon Bonde, Hugh de Coleford, Thomas de Ekkeworthy, 
Walter Atte Solere, Roger de Cruce, Roger le Hyurl, Robert 
Brunyng, Thomas Mickel, Richard Herbert, Thomas le Potter, 
& Ralph Akeman, who say that Isabella de Fortibus Countess 

^ Oliver's " Exeter," pp. 278-8a 
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of Albemarle held of the King in chief the manor of Plymton 
together with all other her lands in co. Devon by the service 
of 89 knight's fees. There is there a castle & garden adjoin- 
ing, worth per ann, clear, 2 marks. There are there of the 
rent of assize of the free men £^-14,-$ and 3 lbs of pepper 
price of the lb 12^., & i pair of gilt spurrs price 6^ of the rent 
of the villiens £g-6 And rent of the Borough of Plympton 
;f 15-4-2 & of and as well of freemen as of villeins 50^. There 
are there in the demesne 264 a of land worth per ann ^^4-8-0, 
price of the acre 4^ ; also 15 a of meadow, worth per ann i is 3^ 
price of the acre 9^ ; also 66 a of pasture worth per ann iis, 
price of the acre 2^. The pasture at Dertemore is worth per 
ann. 24s. There are there 67 a of wood & they are worth 
per ann in pasture and pannage 20s. The water-mill is worth 
per ann ;^i2. The plea & perquisites are worth per ann. locf 
Hugh de Curtenoy son of Hugh de Curteney is the heir of the 
said Isabella & was aged 18 on the feast of the Invention of 
Holy Cross last past. Sum ;^6o-i9-o 

(Escheator's Inq. post mortem. Roll i, No^ 131- , m. 17.) 

These charters served the borough for another century, but 
in the ninth year of Richard II the burgesses thought it wise, 
or were compelled, to have their charters again confirmed, and 
they paid two marks for the privilege. We find this upon the 
Patent Roll, dated 6 February, 138^ : — 

''R Omib' ad quos ^ sattm Inspexini? cartam confirmacois 
dni E. nup Regis Angt ^vi nri in hec V'ba Edwardus dei gra 
Rex Angt Dns Hibn 1^ Dux AquitauB Archiepis Epis Abl^ib' 
[reciting the confirmation ij Edw. I. dawn to the date] duo- 
decimo die Junij Anno regni iiri Terciodecimo Nos autem 
cartas % scripta ^dca ac omia % singula contenta in eisdem 
rata Rentes % grata ea 4;^ nol^ % heredib' nris quantum in not 
est acceptani? approbanfi ratificani? ^ nunc Burgensib' Burgi 
^ci tenore psenciu concedini? % confirmani? put carte % scripta 
^ca Fonabilif testant' % |^ut ipi % eoru antecessores Burgenses 
ville ^ce liStatib' % quietanciis ^cis uti % gaudere ac omia 
alia in dcis cartis « scriptis contenta tiere % tenere consueverunt 
In cui? ^ T R apud Westm. vj die flfebr. 

'^1^ duab' marcis solut in hanapio." 

(Patent Roll, 9 Rich. II, part 2, m. 35.) 
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Again, from the Patent Rolls we find that in the reign of 
Henry IV, 24 April, 1401 ; Henry V, 29 June, 1413; Henry VI, 
12 February, 1440; Edward IV, 20 October, 1477; and 
Henry VII, 20 June, 1490, confirmations of the old charters 
were given by the reigning monarchs, and the privileges con- 
tinued. It was not because the rights of the borough were 
likely to be invaded, but these confirmations meant the pay- 
ment of fees, and the Treasury was enriched. 

The following are the essential parts of these confirma- 
tions : — 

''R Omib* ad quos ^ sattm. Inspeximus tras patentes dni 
Rici nu( Regis Angt scdi post conquestum fcas in hec V'ba 
Ricus dei gra Rex Angt % ffranc % Dns Hibn Omib' ad quos 
Rentes tre pven'^int Inspeximus cartam confirmacois dni E [and 
so forth up td\ sexto die fifebruarij Anno regni nri nono. Nos 
autem donacoes % concessiones ^cas ac omia alia « singula in 
cartis % scriptis ^cis contenta rata Rentes % gHa ea p nob 
^ heredib' nris quantum in nob est acceptamus approbamus 
ratificamus % nunc Burgensib' Burgi ^dci ac eoru heredib^ ^ 
successorib3 tenore ^senciu concedimus ^ confirmamus ^ut 
carte % scripta ^dca ronabili? testant' « put ipi ac eoru heredes 
% antecessores Burgenses ville pdce libtatib' % quietanciis ^dcis 
a tempore confeccois cartaru % scriptoru ^coru ronabili^ uti % 
gaudere consueverunt In cuius ^. T R apud Westm xxiiij die 
April [1401]. 

^^9 triginta^ trib' solidis ^ quatuor denar soluf in hanapio." 
(Patent Roll, 2 Henry IV, part 2, m. 19,) 

^'R Omib' ad quos ^ sattm Inspeximus tras patentes dni 
Hen? nup Regis Angt pris iiri fcas in hec v'ba Henricus dei 
gra Rex Angt ^ fiFranc ^ Dns Hibn Omib' ad quos ^sentes tre 
pvetfint sattm Inspeximus tras patentes dni Rici \here the In-- 
speximus of letters patent ij Edward I &€,"] Nos autem 
donacoes « concessiones ^dcas ac omia alia % singula in cartis 
% scriptis predictis contenta rata Rentes ^ grata ea p nob ^ 
heredib' nris quantum in nobis est acceptamus approbamus 
« nunc Burgensib' Burgi ^ci ac eoru heredib' * successorib' 
tenore ^senciu concedim? ^ut carte ^ scripta ^dca ronabili^ 
testant' * ^ut ipi ac eoru pdecessores * antecessores Burgenses 
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ville ^ce libtatib' % quietanciis ^cis a tempore confeccois 
cartaru % scriptoru ^coru ronabiliS uti % gaudere consueverunt 
In cuius ^ T R apud Westm xxix die Junij [1413]. 

'* p ipm Rege % ^ sex marcis solut in hanapio." 

(Patent Roll, i Henry V, p. 2, m. 22.) 

'^R Omib' ad quos ^ sattm Inspexinfi tr^ patentes dni 
Henr nup Regis Angt pris iiri fcas in hec ^Pha Henricus Dei 
gra Rex Angt % Franc % Dns Hibnie Omib' ad quos ^ntes 
tre pverfint saKm. Inspexinfi [etc. of letters patent of Hen. IV. 
Inspeximus of letters patent of Ric. II. Inspeximus of letters 
patent of Edm. II. Inspeximus of charters of Baldwin de 
Redvers and of Isabella de Fortibus Countess of Albemarle.^ 
Teste me ipo apud Westm vicesimo nono die Junij Anno 
regni Bri primo. Nos autem tras ^dcas de huiusmodi donis 
% concessionb' minime revocatis de avisamento % assensu 
dnoru spualiu % temporaliu in parliamento iiro apud Westm 
nup tento existenciu approbanfi ratificani? % confirmanfi |)ut 
tre fySe ronabili? testant' ^ put nunc Burgenses Burgi ^dci 
^ eoru ^ecessores donis % concessionib' ^cis a tempore 
confeccois traru ^dcaru hucusq' ronabili^ uti % gaudere con- 
sueverunt. In cuius ^ T. R. apud Westm xij die Februarij " 
[1440]. — (Patent Roll, 19 Henry VI, part i, m. 7.) 

'^R. Omibus ad quos ^ saltm Inspeximus tras patentes 
diii R. nup Regis Angi pgenitoris nostri fact in hec Vim 
Ricardus," &c. [Inspeximus of letters patent of Richard II 
and other therein recited confirmatians dawn U)] ^^ In cujus rei 
testimoniu has Iras nostras fieri fecimus patentes Teste me 
ipo apud Westm sexto die Februarii Anno regni nri nono 
Nos autem tras pdcas ac omnia % singula in eisdem contenta 
rata lientes ^ grata ea p nol^ % hered nris quantu in nol^ est 
acceptam? ^ approbani? ac nunc Burgensib' Burgi pdci ^ hered 
suis tenore ^senciu ratificani? % confirmani? put Ire pdce ronabili? 
testant' In cuj? ^ T. R. apud Westm xx die Octobr. [1477.] 

^'p viginti % sex solidis % octo denariis solut in hanapio." 
(Patent Roll, 17 Edward IV, part 2, m. 27.) 

'* R Omib' ad quos ^ Inspeximus tras patentes Diii H nup 
Regis Angt pgenitoris nri de confirmacoe fcas in hec TPba 
Henricus Dei gra Rex Angt * Franc is diis Hibii Omib^ ad 
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quos Rentes tre pveif int saltm Inspexinfi tras patentes dni Rici 
nup Regis Angt scdi. 

'^ Nos autem Iras ^dcas ac omnia % singula in eisdem con- 
tenta rata Kentes ^ g'ta ea 4;^ nob % heredib' nris quantum 
in nob est acceptani? % approbamus ac nunc Burgensibus 
Burgi ^ci % heredib' suis tenore psenciu ratificanfi % con- 
firmamus ^ut tre ^dce ronabili? testant' In cujus ^ T. R. 
apud Westm xx die Junii. [6 Henry 7, 1490.] 

^*f quadraginta solid solut in hanapio." 
(Confirmation Roll, 6-10 Henry VII, No. 18, part i.) 

We do not find any confirmations in the reigns of Henry VIII 
or Edward VI ; but on the Roll for 1553, the last year of 
Mary's reign, there is a confirmation, for which forty shillings 
was paid into the Exchequer by the burgesses. 

'' Regina Omib' ad quos ^ saltm, Inspexim? Iras patentes 
Dni E nup Regis Anglie quarti pgenitoris nri fact in hec 
verba Edwardus Dei gra Rex Anglie ^ Francie % DHs Hibnie 
Omib^ ad quos ^sentes tre pven'^int, saltm, Inspeximus tras 
patentes dni R nup Regis Anglie. 

'^Nos autem tras ^cas ac omia % singula in eisdem con- 
tenta rata bentes « grata ea ^ nob % hered nris quantum in 
nob est acceptani? % approbanfi ac nunc Burgensib' Burgi 
p'^dci IB hered suis tenore ^senciu ratificanfi % confirmam? |^ut 
tre pdce ronabili? testant' In cujus rei testimoniu isc T. Regina 
apud Westm xx die Aprilis. [1553.] 

'^p quadraginta solidis solutis in hanapio." 

(Confirmation Roll, i Mary, part i. No. 2.) 

All these documents, as will be apparent, simply confirm 
the original charters granted by Baldwin and Isabella. No 
further privileges are conferred. For a long time now the 
growing importance of Plymouth had been gradually depriv- 
ing Plympton of its position as the head of the district, and 
the incorporation of the former town in 1439 no doubt gave it 
a status which operated very unfavourably upon the older 
borough. In the preamble to the charter which the burgesses 
petitioned Queen Elizabeth, in 1602, to grant them it is 
admitted that the town had fallen into decay. At the same 
time we find from the poll tax and subsidy rolls that the popu- 
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lation must have been comparatively large, and the town pros- 
perous, if not rich. From a subsidy roll of 1522, or thereabouts 
— money being required to carry on war against France, as 
arranged with the Emperor Charles V during his visit to 
England — we find that one hundred and twenty-three persons 
were assessed, the total of the subsidy for the borough being 
£14. I2S. 8d. Each of the persons taxed would be the head of 
a family and a householder ; and taking the average of each 
fEunily as five, this would give the lay population of the borough 
as six hundred and fifteen. Comparing this with Plymouth 
and Stonehouse, arriving at the figures in the same way, we 
find the former would have a population of one thousand five 
hundred and sixty, the assessment being ;f85. 8s. 6d., while 
the population of Stonehouse would be two hundred and fifty- 
one, assessed at £j. 15s. 6d. 



We give this subsidy in full : — 

PLYMPTOl^ HUNDRED. Plympton Burgfi. 

Richerd Chalans in goods 
John More in goods 
John Martyii sen in goods 
John Sperte in goods 
Robert Ham in goods 
John Cornysshe in goods 
Thomas Pyke in goods 
Stephyn House in goods 
Robert Molton in goods 
Richard Wyott in goods 
Willm BlakewyB in goods 
Willm Jellard in goods 
Thomas Gregory in goods 
Willm Baron in goods 
John Beare in goods 
Edward Molton in goods 
John Smale in goods 
John Treneman in goods 
John Trewa3rth in goods 
Richard Doram in goods 
John Jellard in goods 



xl marke to the subs 


xxvj» viij^ 


xxx" to the subs 


XXX* 


xxx" to the subs 


XXX* 


xxxvj" to the subs 


xxxvj* 


viij" to the subs 


iiij* 


xvj" to the subs 


viij* 


iiij*^ to the subs 


ij* 


xx" to the subs 


xx« 


xij" to the subs 


vj* 


xl» to the subs 


xij^ 


Ix" to the subs 


xviij** 


xx" to the subs 


xx» 


xiiij" to the subs 


vij* 


xviij" to the subs 


ix* 


(f to the subs 


j.vjd 


xv" to the subs 


vijt vj** 


viij" to the subs 


iiij* 


(f to the subs 


ij* vj** 


xl» to the subs 


xij^ 


lx» to the subs 


xviij^ 


Ix* to the subs 


xviij<* 



Digitized 



by Google 



92 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

Bartholomewe a Bretyn in 

waygs 
John a Bret)rn a alyn in waygs 
Jamys w* Thomas Gregory in 

waygs 
John Bookeler in lands 
Harry More in goods 
John Frynke in goods 
John Bounde in goods 
John MsLTtyn Juft in goods 
Crystofer Sowton in goods 
Davy Downe in goods 
Nicolas Browne in goods 
John Crase in waygs 
Willm John in waygs 
George Beare in goods 
John Raddysh in goods 
Willm Cranford in goods 
John Clynch in goods 
John Wottoii in goods 
Harry yomaii in goods 
John Ronett in goods 
Willm Davy in goods 
Robert Melton jun in goods 
John Gye in goods 
Willm Clynche in goods 
Robert Martyii in goods 
Robert Pyne in goods 
Richerd Pyers in waygs 
Richerd Macks in goods 
Richerd Kempstoii in goods 
Robert Clynch in goods 
Water Hech)rn in goods 
John Dave in goods 
John Byckham in goods 
WiSm Smale in waygs 
Willm Grey in waygs 
Water Shere in goods 
Thomas Bawdyii in goods 
Water Browne in goods 



XX* to the subs 


viij^ 


XX* to the subi 


viij<* 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


xl* to the subs 


ij* 


c* to the subs 


ij'vj<i 


Ix" to the subi 


xviij* 


Ix* to the subs 


xviij* 


xl* to the subs 


xij* 


xl' to the subs 


xij" 


xl' to the subs 


xij<» 


XX* to the subs 


iiij" 


xl* to the subs 


xij* 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


xl' to the subs 


xij** 


xl* to the subs 


xij^ 


xl* to the subs 


xij^ 


xl* to the subs 


xij^ 


Ix* to the subs 


xviij^ 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


xl* to the subs 


xij- 


xl* to the subs 


xij^ 


Ix* to the subs 


xviij^ 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


xl* to the subs 


xij^ 


... to the subs 


• • • 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


... to the subs 


... 


XX* to the subs 


iiij* 


xl* to the subs 


xij-* 


xl* to the subs 


xij*" 


XX* to the subs 


iiij'' 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


xl* to the subs 


xij- 


XX* to the subs 


iiij* 


XX* to the subs 


iiijo 


Ix* to the subs 


xviij* 


XX* to the subs 


iiij* 


xl' to the subs 


xij* 
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Symon Hethfyld in goods 
Richerd SonB in goods 
Willm Snellyngf' in goods 
Rogger C^ in goods 
John Deyman in goods 
John Gonett in goods 
John Mayowe in goods 
John Gosse in waygs 
John Cawse in waygs 
Thomas Mertyii in waygs 
Willm W^ in waygs 
Water Robyii in goods 
Water Mayowe in goods 
John LesewyB in goods 
Willm Lybbe in goods 
George Lowde in goods 
John Grenehyfi in goods 
Roberte Davjrn in goods 
Thomas Lowter in goods 
John Harry in waygs 
John Browne in goods 
Nicholas Lyefi in waygs 
Robert Jagge in waygs 
Harry Jagge in waygs 
John Langdon in substans 
Willyam Keygyfl in goods 
John Blakew^ in goods 
Robert Turii? in goods 
John Huchyn in waygs 
Raffe Snellyng in goods 
John Treby in goods 
Richard Weryngf' in waygs 
Comely s Harrys in waygs 
And? ffoster in goods 
Willm Symon in goods 
Richard Ruggeman in goods 
John Jon in goods 
Robert Vy^ in waygs 
John Benet in goods 
John Soper in goods 



XX" to the subs 


iiij*> 


c" to the subs 


ij" vj** 


Ix" to the subs 


xviij<* 


XX" to the subs 


iiij** 


xl" to the subs 


xij^ 


XX" to the subs 


mm » •jt 


xl" to the subs 


xij- 


XX" to the subs 


iiij^ 


XX" to the subs 


iiij^ 


XX" to the subs 


iiij^ 


XX" to the subi 


iiij^ 


XX" to the subs 




iiij" to the subs 


ij- 


xl" to the subs 


xij^ 


XX" to the subs 


iiij*^ 


XX" to the subs 


iiij** 


XX" to the subs 


iiij^ 


XX" to the subs 


iiij^ 


xl" to the subs 


xij^ 


XX" to the subs 




XX" to the subs 


iiij** 


XX" to the subs 


iiij<* 


XX" to the subs 


iiij^ 


XX" to the subs 


iiij^ 


iij" to the subs 


xviij^ 


xl" to the subs 


xij^ 


XX" to the subs 


iiij^ 


XX" to the subs 


iiij^ 


XX" to the subs 


iiij** 


XX" to the subs 


iiij** 


XX" to the subs 


iiij^ 


XX" to the subi 




XX" to the subs 


iiij** 


XX" to the subs 


iiij'' 


XX" to the subs 


iiij* 


XX" to the subs 


iiij'» 


iij" to the subs 


xviij* 


XX" to the subs 


iiij* 


xl" to the subs 


xij* 


xl" to the subs 


xij* 
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John fiFoster in goods 


xx* to the subs 


iiij<^ 


Willm Watts in goods 


xx* to the subs 


iiij<* 


Willm Guynte in goods 


xx* to the subs 


iiij<» 


Benett Brokyn^ in goods 


XX" to the subs 


iiij* 


Andr Bookeler in goods 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


Richard Garde in goods 


xx* to the subs 


iiij^ 


Willm Beare in goods 


xl* to the subs 


xij^ 


John s* w* Edward Moltoii in 






waygs 


XX" to the subs 


iiij*^ 


Pastoi^ Layn in goods 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


Robt Steph)rn in goods 


xl* to the subs 


xij* 


Thomas • • ste in waygs 


XX* to the subs 


iiij<» 


John Pawle in goods 


xl* to the subs 


xij^ 


John ffoxford in waygs 


XX* to the subs 




Richard Hyne in waygs 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


Stephyii s'uien w* John Smale 






in waygs 


XX* to the subs 


iiij<* 


Philyppe Toker in waygs 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


Thomas Erie in goods 


XX* to the subs 


iiij«* 


Rogf? Hyllond in goods 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


Willm ffotereB in goods 


XX* to the subs 


iiij<* 


Hugh Dorloo in goods 


XX* to the subs 


iiij^ 


Water Torre in goods 


xl* to the subs 


xij- 


Robert Shepeherd in goods 


XX* to the subs 


iiij*" 


John Water a alyn in goods 


xl* to the subs 


ij* 


Ric Bretyn a alyn in waygs 


XX* to the subs 


viij'' 


Sm' xiiij" xij' viij** 




Exch : Lay Subsidies, Devon. 






14 and 15 Henry VIII No ^ 



As before stated, every charter granted up to the time we 
have now arrived at simply confirms the ancient ones granted 
by Baldwin and Isabella ; but evidently with altered times they 
were found unworkable, and the mayor and his fellows thought 
that with a new charter of incorporation better times were in 
store for Plympton. There is no reason for doubting that the 
story contained in the preamble to the charter as to the state 
of the town is a correct one. Its rising neighbour and the 
dissolution of the great priory had no doubt brought it thus 
low. 
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As the new charter is an interesting document, we give the 
original text, followed by an abstract in English : — 

** D COS SIBI ^ SUCCESSORIB; 9 MAIORE BaLLIVO ^ BURGEl/'s 
BURGI DE PLYMPTOi^. 

** Elizabeth Dei gracia Anglie Francie et HilSinie Regina 
Fidei Defensor &c. Omnibus ad quos presentes litere perue- 
nerint Salutem Cum Burgus ii?r de Plympton Comit in Com 
nro Devon sit Burgus antiquus % de antique dnico Corone 
lire ac ppe marittimas oras scituatus ac Burgenses % Intlitantes 
inde a tempore cuius contrarii memoria hominu non existit 
incorporati fuerunt ac corpus corporat? % politicum extiterunt 
Cumq multa dubia % ambiguitates nuper ortu fuerunt in % circa 
verum nomen Incorporat eorundem Burgens'm % InHitant'm 
Rone quarum quidem ambiguitatum multe inconueniencie 
acciderunt % indies magis magisq' oriri verisimile est Cumq 
eciam Burgens % InKitantes dicti Burgi pacifice Kuer tenue- 
runt % gavisi fuerunt diuersi iura iurisdiccon franches litttat' 
quietanc ^ privilegia tam per prescriptd?em quam rone ^ 
ptextu diuesarum Chartarum concessionu % confirmacoii tam 
p diuersos progenitores iiros Reges huius regni Anglie 
quam per Edwardum de Courtney quondam Comitem Devon 
^ antecessores suos Dominos eiusdem Burgi Cumq eciam 
Burgus ^cus ob paupertatem Inhitancifi inde modo in mag- 
nam ruinam % decasum redactus est prout nos ex relacoe 
Burgensm eiusdem Burgi credibiliter informamur Racione 
cuius dicti Burgenses % Inkitantes eiusdem Burgi no^ humil- 
lime supplicaverunt quatenus nos eisdem Burgensibus In- 
tiitantibus per quodcunq nomen Corporacon sive p quecunq 
nomina Incorporaconum antehac incorporati fuerunt % Succes- 
soribus suis graciam % munificenciam nram Regiam in hac 
parte facere % exhibere dignaremur Quodq nos pro meliori 
regimine ac melioracoe eiusdem Burgi dictos Burgenses ^ 
Inhabitantes infra Burgum predictum in unum Corpus cor- 
poratum % politiquu p vnum certum % indubitatum nomen 
Incorporacois per literas nostras patentes de nouo facere 
redigere % creare dignaremur cum addicoe % augmentacon 
quarundam libertatum % concessionu prout nobis in ea parte 
melius fieri * fore videbitur Nos igitur volentes quod de 
cetero imperpetuti? continue ISeat unus certus % indubitatus 
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modus in eodem Burgo de in % super custodia pads nre ac 
regimine % guttnacoe eiusdem Burgi % populi iiri in eodem 
inhabitantis % alionim ibidem comorantnfi % residentm*? % ut 
Burgus ille perpetuis futuris temporibus sit % permaneat 
Burgus pacis % quietis ad formidinem % terrorem malorum 
delinquentm? % in premiifi % sustentacoem bonorum ac eciam 
vt pax nra cetera^ facta Justicie % boni regiminis ibidem melius 
custodiri % fieri valeant % possint ad humilem peticoem % 
rogatum dilcorum % fidelium Subditorum nrorum Burgensium 
% IntSitantiu Burgi predicti de gracia nra speciale ac ex certa 
sciencia % mero motu nris volnfiunus ordinavimus constituimus 
concessimus % declarauimus ac p presentes pro nobis heredibus 
^ Successoribus nris volumus ordinamus constituimus con- 
cedimus ac declaramus Quod Burgus noster de Plympton 
Comit in dicto Comitatu nro Devon sit erit % permaneat de 
cetero imperpetuiS liber Burgus de se Et quod Burgenses % 
Inhitantes Burgi predicti p quodcunq nomen sive p quecunq 
nomina Incorporacois antehac incorporati fuerunt de cetero 
imperpetuii? sint % erunt vnum corpus corporatum % politiquu 
in re facto % nomine p nomen Maioris Ballivi % Burgens 
Burgi de Plympton Comit in Comitatu Devon Ac eos p nomen 
Maioris Ballivi % Burgens Burgi de Plympton Comit in Com 
Devon vnu corpus corporatum ^ politiquu in re fco * noie 
realiter % ad plenum pro nobis heredib3 % successorib3 nris 
erigimus facimus ordinamus constituimus % declaramus per 
presentes Et quod per idem nomen habeant successionem 
perpetuam Et quod ipsi per nomen Maioris Ballivi % Burgens 
Burgi de Plympton Comit in Comitatu Devon sint * erunt 
perpetuis futuris temporibus persone habiles % in lege capaces 
ac copus corporatum % politiquu % in lege capax ad habendum 
perquirendum recipiendum possidendum gaudendum % retinen- 
dum terras tenementu? litttates priuilegia iurisdictoes franchesias 
% hereditamenta cuiuscunq generis nature vel speciei fuerint 
sibi % successorib3 suis in feodo % perpetuitate sive pro termino 
anni vel annoru aut aliter quocun^ modo Necnon ad dandum 
concedendum dimittendum alienandum assignandum ^ dis- 
ponendum terras tenementa % hereditamenta % ad omnia et 
singula alia facta % res faciendum % exequendum per nomen 
predictum Et quod per nomen Maioris Ballivi % Burgens 
Burgi de Plympton Comit in Comitatu Devon ptitare ^ im- 
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ptitari respondere ^ responderi defendere * defendi valeant 
% possint in quibtiscun^i Curiis % locis ac coram quibuscun^ 
Judicibus ^ Justiciarii ac aliis personis % OfiSciariis nris vel 
aliis in omibus % singulis accoibus ptitis sectis querelis causis 
materiis % demandis quibuscunq cuiuscunq sint aut erint 
generiis nature sive speciei modo % forma put aliqui alii ligei 
nri huius Regni nri Anglie psone habiles % in lege capaces 
sive aliquod aliud corpus corporatum sive politiquu infra 
Regnu nrm Anglie habere perquirere recipere possidere 
gaudere retinere dare concedere dimittere alienare assignare 
% disponere ptitare % imptitari respondere ^ responderi de- 
fendere ^ defendi facere pmittere sive exequi possint ^ valeant 
Et qd ^ci Maior Ballivus % Burgens Burgi predici habeant 
imperpetun? comune Sigillum pro causis ^ negotiis suis qui- 
buscun^ % successorum suoru agendis serviturum Et quod 
bene liceat % licebit eisdem Maiori Ballivo % Burgens ^ succes- 
sorib' suis Sigillum illud ad libitum suu de tempore in tempus 
frangere mutare % de novo facere prout eis melius fieri vide- 
bitur Et vltPius volumus ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus 
% successoribus iiris ordinamus quod imperpetuiA de cetero sit 
IB erit in Burgo predicto vnus Maior de Burgensibus Burgi 
predicti in forma in hijs tris patentibus inferius specificata 
eligendus % constituendus Et pro meliori execucoe voluntatis 
% concessionis ifirarum in hac parte assignavimus nominavimus 
constituimus % fecimus ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus 
% Successorib' nris assignavimus nominavimus constituimus 
% £acimus Dilectum nobis Johannem Robyns fore % esse primd 
^ modernum Maiorem Burgi predicti volentes quod idem 
Johannes Robyns in OfiScio Maioris eiusdem Burgi erit % 
continuabit a dat ^entm vsq ad diem Lune proximti? post 
festum Sci Mictlis ArcKi extunc proxime futurum % de eodem 
die quous^ aliquis alius Burgensis de Burgo predicto ad 
0£Bciu illud debito modo electus prefectus % iuratus fuerit 
iuxta ordinacoes % promisiones in presentibus inferius ex- 
pressus % declaratus Si idem Johannes Robyns tamdiu vi^it 
Et vl'Aus volumus ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus % 
successoribus nris Ordinanfi quod imperpetuum de cetero sit 
% erit in Burgo predicto vnus Ballivus de Burgensibus Burgi 
predicti in forma in hiis tris patentibus inferius spcificata 
eligendus % constituendus Et pro meliori execuco voluntatis 
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concessionis nostr? in hac parte assignavimus nominavimus 
constituimus % fecimus ac p presentes pro nofiis heredibus 
IS successoribus nris assignamus nominavimus constituimus 
% facimus Dilectam notsis Jotlannem Clinche fore % esse 
primS % modernu Ballivum Burgi predicti volentes quod 
idem Johannes Clinche in Officio Ballivi eiusdem Burgi erit 
% continuabit a dat presenciu vs^ ad diem Lune proximifi post 
fest Sancti Mictiis ArcKi extunc proxime futurum ^ de eodem 
die quousq, aliquis alius Burgens de Burgo predicto ad Officiu 
illud debito modo electus prefectus % iuratus fuerit iuxta 
ordinacoes % provisiones in ^entibus inferius expressus et 
declaratus Si idem Johannes Clinche tamdiu vix'^it Et ulterius 
volumus ac per presentes de vberiori gratia iira speciali ac ex 
certa sciencia ^ mero motu nris ordinamus % pro nobis heredi- 
bus % Successoribus iiris concedimus prefat Maiori Ballivo % 
Burgensibus Burgi predicti % Successoribus suis quod de 
cetero imperpetuti? sint % erunt in Burgo predicto Octo homines 
de melioribus ac magis probioribus Burgensibus Burgi pre- 
dicti in forma in hiis tris Patentibus inferius specificata eligendi 
^ constituendi qui erunt vocati % nominata principales Bur- 
genses sive comunes Consiliarii eiusdem Burgi Qui quidem 
Octo principales Burgenses sive Consiliarii simul cum Maiore 
Burgi predicti pro tempore existen facient ^ erunt imperpetuum 
% perpetuis futuris temporibus vocabunt comune Consiliu Burgi 
predicti pro omnibus rebus materiis causis % negotiis Burgi 
predicti ac bonum regimen statum disposicoem % guttnacoem 
eiusdem tangen sive concernen Et quod omnes predicti Octo 
principales Burgenses sive Consiliarii non existen in Officio 
Maioris Burgi predicti sint % erunt de tempore in tempus 
assistentes % auxiliantes Maiori eiusdem Burgi pro tempore 
existen in omnibus causis % materiis eundem Burgum sive 
gubernacoem eiusdem tangen sive con8nen Quodq predicti 
principales Burgenses sive Consiliar Burgi jpdci sit vt ^ertur 
nominandi in eodem Officio continuabunt durantibus vitis 
suis naturalibus Nisi interim pro aliqua causa raconabili ab 
Officiis illis amouebuntur aut eorum aliquis amouebitur Ac 
ipsos Octo Principales Burgenses sive Consiliarios Burgi pre- 
dicti simul cum Maiore eiusdem Burgi pro tempore existeil 
comune Consilium Burgi illius £acimus creamus constituimus 
^ declaramus per presentes Assignavimus eciam nominavimus 
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^ constituimus ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus % Success- 
oribus nostris assignamus nominavimus constituimus % facimuS 
Dilcos nobis Johannem Wattf alias Gage seniorem Thomam 
Denford NTcatorem Thomam Wattf alias Gage mercatorem 
Johannem Hake Generosum Henricum Brooking mercatorem 
Thomam Halse Generosum Radulphum Harvy % Alexandrum 
Throckmorton mercatores Burgenses Burgi predicti fore * esse 
Octo primos ^ modernos Capitales Burgenses Burgi predicti 
continuand in eisdem Officiis duran vitis suis Nisi interim pro 
mala gubernacoe sive male se gerend in ea parte ab OfiSciis 
illis amoti fuerint Et vlterius volumus ^ concedimus per 
presentes pro nobis heredibus % successoribus nris prefati 
Maiori Ballivo ^ Burgensibus Burgi predicti ^ eorum success- 
oribus quod Maior Burgi predicti pro tempore existen % pre- 
dicti principales Burgenses comune Consiliu Burgi predicti 
pro tempore existeii sive maior pars eorundem de tempore in 
tempus perpetuis futuris temporibus potestatem ac authori- 
tatem habeant ^ habebunt annuatim % quott Anno imperpetuii? 
in festo Sancti Mauricij inter horas sextam % duodecimam ante 
meridiem eiusdem diei assemblandi in domu Consiliar eiusdem 
Burgi Et quod ijdem Maior % principales Burgenses sic vt 
prefertur assemblati vel maior pars eorandem adtunc % ibidem 
nominare % assignare possint ^ valeant duas personas de 
numero principaliu Burgens eiusdem Burgi coram alijs illius 
Burgi inKitantibus adtunc % ibidem presentibus ea intencoe 
quod maior pars eorundem eligant % eligere valeant % possint 
vnum ex illis duobus principatib? Burgensibus sic nominatis 
% assignatis ad OfiScium Maioris dci Burgi de Plympton Comit 
ac fore ^ esse Maiorem eiusdem Burgi pro vno Anno integro 
incipien in die Lune proximo post fesfi sci Mictiis Arctii ex- 
tunc proxime sequefi talem nominacoem % eleccoem Quodq 
ille postquam sic vt prefertur electus % nominatus fuerit in 
Maior Burgi predci antequam ad OfiSciu illud exequend admit- 
tatur sacramentum corporale in dicto die Lune proximo post 
festum Sancti Mictiis ArcKi tunc proxime sequeii nominacoem 
% eleccoii predict coram vltimo Maiore predecessore suo pro 
tempore existen vel eius locum tenenti % in presencia quatuor 
aliorum principaliu Burgens sive Consiliar Burgi predci pro 
tempore existen ad OfiScium illud recte bene is fideliter in 
omnibus OfiScium illud tangentibus exequend prestabit Et 
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quod post huiusmodi Sacramentum sic prestitum Officium 
Maioris Burgi predict! pro vno Anno integro tunc proxime 
sequent! exequi valeat ^ possit Et iNSurt volumus ^ per 
presentes pro noft heredib' ^ successoribus firis Concedimus 
prefatis Maiori Ballivo ^ Burgensibus Burgi predci ^ eorum 
successoribus quod si contigerit Maiorem Burgi predict! aliquo 
tempore infra vnum annu postquam ad Officiu Maioris Burgi 
predict! vt prefertur prefectus ^ iuratus fuer obire vel ab Officio 
suo amoveri quod tunc % toties bene liceat % licebit prefatis 
capitalibus Burgensibus sive Consiliariis comufi Consilio Burgi 
predict! pro tempore existeii sive maiori parti eorundem in 
tempore convenient! post mortem sive amocoem alicuius 
Maioris eiusdem Burgi de tempore in tempus convenire ^ 
assemblare in predicta domu Consiliar eiusdem Burgi aut in 
aliquo alio loco convenient! infra eundem Burgum % quod 
ibidem nominare ^ assignare possint ^ valeant duos homines 
existen principales Burgenses eiusdem Burgi coram alijs illius 
Burgi intiitantibus adtunc % ibidem presentib' Ea intencoe 
quod maior pars eorundem eligant ^ eligere valeant % possint 
vnu ex illis duobus principalibus Burgensibus sic nominatis 
^ assignatis ad Officium Maioris dicti Burgi de Plympton 
Comit ac fore % esse Maiorem dicti Burgi Et quod ille sic 
electus ^ prefectus in Officium Maioris Burgi predicti Officium 
illud habeat % exerceat durante residuo eiusdem Anni Sacra- 
mento corporali in forma predicta prius prestando Et sic de 
tempore in tempus quoties casus sic accident Et vlterius 
volumus % concedimus per presentes pro nobis heredibus % 
successoribus nris prefatis Maiori Ballivo ^ Burgensibus Burgi 
predicti % eorum Successoribus quod Maior Burgi predicti pro 
tempore existen % ^dci principales Burgenses comune Con- 
silium Burgi predicti pro tempore existen sive maior pars 
eorundem de tempore in tempus perpetuis futuris temporibus 
potestatem ac authoritatem habeant % habebunt annuatim % 
quott Anno imperpetuii? in diem Lune proximifi post festum 
Sci Mauricij inter horas sextam % duodecimam ante meridiem 
eiusdem diei eligendi % nominandi % quod eligere % nominare 
possint % valeant vnum de comunibus Burgensibus Burgi 
predicti qui erit Ballivus Burgi predicti pro vno Anno integro 
extunc proxime sequenti Quodq ille postquam sic vt prefertur 
electus % nominatus fuerit in Ballivu Burgi predicti antequam 
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ad Officium illud exequendum admittatur Sacramentum cor- 
porate in dicto die Lune proximo post festum Sci Micllis ArdSi 
tunc proxime sequen nominacoem % eleccoem predictus coram 
Maiore % vltimo Ballivo predecessore suo pro tempore existen 
% in presencia quatuor aliorum principaliu Burgens sive Con- 
siliar Burgi predicti pro tempore existen ad OfiScium illud recte 
bene ^ fideliter in omnibus OflBcium illud tangentibus exe- 
quendum prestabit Et quod post huiusmodi Sacramentum sic 
prestitum OfiScium Ballivi Burgi predicti p vno anno integro 
tunc proxime sequenti exequi valeat ^ possit Et insuper 
VOLUMUS ^ per presentes pro nobis heredibus ^ successoribus 
nris concedini? prefatis Maiori Ballivo % Burgensibus Burgi 
predicti % eorum successoribus quod si contigfit Ballivu Burgi 
predicti aliquo tempore infra vnum Annu postquam ad OfiSciu 
Ballivi Burgi predicti vt prefertur prefect ^ iuratus fuerit obire 
vel ab OfiKcio suo amoveri quod tunc % tocies bene liceat % 
licebit prefatis Maiori ^ capitalibus Burgensibus sive Con- 
siliar comuni Consilio Burgi predicti pro tempore existen sive 
maiori parti eorundem alium deseipsis in Ballivu Burgi pre- 
dicti eligere ^ preficere Et quod ille sic electus % prefectus in 
OfiSciu Ballivi Burgi predicti OfiScium illud habeat % exerceat 
durante residuo eiusdem Anni Sacramento corporali in forma 
predicta prius prestando % sic de tempore in tempus toties 
quocies casus sic accident Et vli^us volumus quod quando- 
cunq, contingerit aliquem vel aliquos de predictis Octo princi- 
palib' Burgensibus sive Consiliar Burgi predicti pro tempore 
existen obire vel a loco suo principal Burgens sive Consiliar 
Burgi predicti pro aliqua causa ronabili amoveri (quos quidem 
principales Burgenses sive Consiliar Burgi illius se non bene 
gerefi in OfiSc ifi amobiles esse volumus per Maiorem Burgi 
illius % maiorem partem Burgens eiusdem Burgi) quod tunc 
% tocies bene liceat % licebit Maiori ^ alijs principalib' Bur- 
gensibus sive Consiliariis Burgi ^icte adtunc supviven vel 
remanefi vel maiori parti eorundem alium vel plures alios de 
Burgensibus Burgi predicti in locum sive loca ipsius principalis 
Burgensis sive Consiliar vel eorum capitalium Burgensium 
sive Consiliar sic mortui vel amoti mortuorum vel amotorum 
eligere nominare % preficere ad implendum predictum numerum 
Octo principalium Burgensium Burgi illius Quod% ille sive illi 
sic electus % prefectus electi % prefecti prestito coram Maiore 
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^ alijs principalibus Burgensibus Burgi predict! vel maiore 
parte eorundem Sacramento corporal! ad Officium illud bene 
^ fideliter exequendum erit % enint de numero predictorum 
Octo principalium Burgensium sive Consiliar Burgi predict! 
Et hoc de tempore in tempus toties quocies casus sic accident 
VoLUM? eciam ac per presentes concedim*? prefatis Mariori 
Ballivo % Burgensibus % successoribus suis pro nobis heredi- 
bus ^ Successoribus firis quod in dco Burgo de Plymptoii 
Comit in dicto Comitatu Devon sit ^ erit de tempore in tempus 
vnus probus % discretus homo in legibus Anglie eruditus qui 
vocabitur % erit Recordator eiusdem Burgi ad ea omnia % 
singula que ad Officium Recordatoris infra eundem Burgum 
pertinent ^ pertinere debent faciendum ^ exequendum Et quod 
sint ^ erunt in dicto Burgo de Plympton Comit de tempore in 
tempus imperpetnj? duo Officiarii vocati Seruientes ad Clavam 
<p execucoe precept' mandat attachiamefi ^ aliorum processua 
in eodem Burgo eis dirigend per Maiorem sive alios Officiar 
eiusdem Burgi prout casus exigent requirerit ^ necesse fuerit 
Necnon assignavimus nominavim fecim? % ordinavinfi ac per 
presentes assignamus nominavimus facimus % ordinamus 
Johannem Hele Servientem ad legem fore ^ esse primu * 
modernu Recordatorem dci Burgi de Plymptofi Comit haben- 
dum ^ excercend diet Officiu Recordatoris eiusdem Burgi ad 
terminu ^ pro termino vite sue ad exequend ^ exercend per se 
vel deputatum sive deputatos suos super eius Sacramentum 
Justiciam % alia que ad Officiu Recordatoris Burgi predicte 
pertinent seu pertinere debent Et ipsum Johannem Hele Re- 
cordatorem Burgi ^ci durante eodem tempore facinfi con- 
stituim? cream? is declaranf? per presentes Et volumus ac per 
presentes ordinamus ^ de vftiori gra nra pro nofe heredib' ^ 
successoribus firis concedim? ^fat' Maiori Ballivo % Burgens 
IS eorum successorib' imperpm? quod bene liceat % licebit 
eisdem Maiori Ballivo * Burgensib' * eorum successorib' 
habere retinere % appunctuare quandam domu Consiliar infra 
Burgum ^cm Quodq ijdem Maior ^ alii principal Burgenses 
Burgi ^ci vel maior pars eorundem pro tempore existen 
quoties eis opportunu * necessariu fore videbit' libere * licite 
convocare ^ assemblare possint ^ tenere infra eandem domik 
quandam Curiam sive convocacoem de eisdem Maiore ^ alijs 
principalib' Burgensibus sive Consiliar eiusdem Burgi % 
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comune Consilio vel maiore parte eorundem possint % valeant 
perpetuis futuris temporib' ac in eadem Curia sive convocacoe 
tractare conferre consultare consulere ^ decernere de Statutis 
articulis % ordinacoibus Burgum de Plympton Comit ^dict ac 
bonum staX regimen % gubnacoem eiusdem Burgi tangefi ^ 
conSnen possint % valeant iuxta eorum sanas discrecoes vel 
iuxta sanas discrecoes maioris partis eorudem Et vlterius 
de vberiori gra fira spiat voluni? ac per presentes pro nobis 
hered? ^ successorib' nris concedini? ^cis 'Maiori Ballivo ^ 
Burgensibus Burgi ^ci ^ eorum successorib' quod Maior 
^ coe Consiliu Burgi ^dci p tempore existefi vel maior pars 
eorundem Kebunt ^ p Rentes fieant plenam potestatem authori- 
tatem ^ facultatem condendi % constituendi ordinandi faciendi 
IS stabiliendi de tempore in tempus ^ alia % huiusmodi leges 
statuta ordinacoes ^ constitucoes que eis sive maiori parti 
eorundem bona vtilia salubria honesta % necessaria iuxta 
eorum sanas discrecoes fore videbunt pro bonis regimine ^ 
gut^nacoe Maioris Ballivi % principat Burgensni? Burgi illius 
* oium ^ singuloru aliorii BurgensmR Officiaf Ministr Artific 
Intiitaii ^ Residen quorumcun^i Burgi ^ci p tempore existen 
Ac pro declaracoe quo modo % ordine ijdem Maior Ballivus 
principales Burgenses ac cefi om'es % singuli Officiar Ministr 
Burgens Artific Inttitaii ^ resideii Burgi jpdci in OflBcijs func- 
tionibus ministerijs artificijs % negotijs suis infra Burgum ^id 
ac lifitat eorundem pro tempore existen sese tiebunt gerent 
^ vtent' pro vftiori bono publico coi vtilitate ac bono regimine 
Burgi ^ci ac victulacoe Burgi eiusdem Ac eciam pro meliori 
Pservacoe gu^nacoe disposicoe levacoe % dimissione terrarii 
tenement possessions revenconu ^ hereditament!? ^at Maiori 
Ballivo Burgensib' * successorib' suis datorium concess sive 
assignat aut imposFum dand concedend vel assignand ac res 
% causas alias quascunq, Burgi ^ci aut stat iura % infesse 
eiusdem Burgi tangefi sive quoque modo con8nen Quodq, 
Maior % Coe Consiliu Burgi jpdci pro tempore existen vel 
eorum maior pars quotiescunq hmudi leges institut iura ordina^- 
coes % constitucoes condid'^int fe8int ordinav'^int vel stabilierint 
in forma ^dca hmodi ^ tat penas punicoes % penalitates per 
imprisonamenf? corporum vel per fines % amerciament vel per 
eorum vtrunq erga ^ super omes delinquentes contra hmodi 
leges institut iura ordinacoes ^ constitucoes sive eorum aliquod 
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sive aliqua qualia % que eisdem Maiori % Coi Consilio p tem- 
pore existen sive eorum maiori parti necessaria opportunu * 
requisit pro observacoe earundem legum ordinacS ^ constitu- 
coum melius fore videbit' faSe ordinare limitare ^ providere 
possint % valeant Ac eadem fines % amerciamentii? levare % 
bere possint % valeant ad opus % vsum predict? Maioris Ballivi 
% Burgensnfl Burgi jpdci ^ successors suoru absq impedimento 
nri aut hered? vel successoru iiroru aut alicuis sive aliquoru 
Officiar vel ministr iiroru aut hered? vel successoru nroru ^ 
absq, aliquo compoto nobis hered? seu successorib' nris inde 
reddend Que omia % singula leges ordinacoes iura % con- 
stitucoes sic vt ^ert' faciend observari volum? sub penis in 
eisdem continend Ita tamen qd leges ordinacoes institut 
constitucoes imprisonamenta fines % anficiamenta hmodi sint 
ronabit % non sint repugnaii nee contraria legib' statufi con- 
suetudinib' sive Jurib' Regni firi Anglie Et vlterius volunfi 
ac p Rentes $ ndt hered? « successoribus nris concedimus ^ati? 
Maiori Ballivo ^ Burgensib' dci Burgi de Plymptoii Comit 
% successoribus suis qd quoties ^ quandocun^i contingat Re- 
cordatorem dci Burgi pro tempore existen obire vel ab Officio 
suo Recordatoris eiusdem Burgi pro aliqua causa fonabiti 
amoved qd tunc % tocies bene liceat % licebit Maiori % Octo 
principal Burgensibus illius Burgi pro tempore existen aut 
maiori parti eorundem principaliu Burgensnf? pro tempore 
existen de tempore in tempus cum ^ quandocunq eis placfiit 
% expedire videbit' in dca domo aut alibi in loco convenient! 
infra eundem Burgum ad libit? suu convenire infra vnu annu 
prox sequen mortem sive amocoem dci Recordatoris % ibidem 
nominare % eligere vnam aliam idoneam personam % probum 
virum fore * esse Recordatorem dci Burgi de Plymptoii Comit 
durafi tempore ^ tandiu q*m Maiori ^ octo principat Bur- 
gensibus dci Burgi de Plymptoii Comit p tempore existeii aut 
maiori parti eorundem bonu % expediens videbit' Et qd quett 
psona sic nominata % electa noiand % eligenda ad Officiu 
Recordatoris eiusdem Burgi Sacrament? capiet % ^tet cor- 
porale coram Maiore Burgi illius p tempore existeft ad iustitiam 
% alia que ad Officiu Recordatoris ipsius Burgi pertinent bene 
% fideli? exercend faciend % exequend Quiquidem Recordator 
sic elect? % iurat? erit % continuabit in eodem Officio Recorda^ 
toris modo % forma pdict Volum? eciam ac p nobis hered? ^ 
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successorib? flris per psentf? conceding ^at Maiori Ballivo 
^ Burgensib' % successorib' suis qd Maior dci Burgi de 
Plymptoii Comit ^ tempore existen de tempore in tempus 
quandocunsi ei placfiit noiabit eliget % constituet duas honestas 

* idoneas personas fore ^ esse Servieri? ad Clavam dci Burgi 
de Plymptoii Comiti q^ndiu idem Maior in Officio suo fGit vel 
q^diu placue/? pro pclamacoeb' arrestacoe precess execucoib' 

* alijs reb' Offic Seruien' ad Clavam spectaii sive pertinefl 
infra diet? Burgum de Plymptoii Comit ac limit bund % ^inct 
eiusdem fiend peragend % exequend in consimili modo % forma 
^ut Seruien' ad Clavam in Civitate iira Exon faciant % exequant 
Et qd ijdem ServieH? ad Clavam sic nominati constituti % electi 
possint ^ valeant portare clavas (vidett) utera eorum vnam 
clavam armis iiris insculptam infra limit bund ac ^cinct dci 
Burgi duran tempore quo ipi in Offid? ill? fflint seu eorum alter 
ffiit Et qd quett persona ad Officm? Servieii ad Clavam sic 
noiata constituta % electa noiand % eligend Sacramentum capiet 
% prestet corporale coram Maiore eiusdem Burgi pro tempore 
existeft ad Offic' suu seruienfi ad Clavam bene ^ fideli? exercend 
^ exequend Et VL^ftus volum*? ^concedinfi pro nofe heredibus 
% successorib' firis ^atis Maiori Ballivo % Burgensib' dci 
Burgi de Plymptoii Comit % successorib' suis qd lieant % 
Hebunt infra eundem Burgum de Plymptofi Comit ac bund 
% li^tat? eiusdem assissam ^ assaiam panis vini % cervisie ac 
ai victualnf? necnon mensur^B % ponderam quorucunsi ac emen- 
dacocm % correccoem inde ac omni aliorii ad Officnf? Ctici 
mercati hospicij iiri vel hered? iiroru spectaii sive pertineff? 
vnacum punicoe * correccoe eorundem ac quicquid quod ad 
Officnfi illud pertinet faciend seu exercend quocies % quando 
expedire % necesse fuer Ac qd keant % liebunt omia fines 
redempcoes ^ amerciaments ac omia alia proficua inde pro- 
veniefi ad vsum ^ profilf? Coltatis dci Burgi de Plymptoii Comit 
in tat % Kmodi modo ^ forma prout temporib' retroactis vsitat' 

* consuelf? fuit Et volumus ac per ^ sent? pro nobis hered? * 
successorib' iiris concedini? ^at Maiori Ballivo "« Burgensib' 
dci Burgi % successoribus suis imperpetuifl qd ipi ^ successores 
sui beant teneant % custodiant ac fiere tenere % custodire possint 
^ valeant in Burgo predicto annuatim imperpetuii? vnu? Mercat 
die Sabt^i singulis septimanis % duas ferias sive nundinus ibidem 
annuatim tenend % custodiend singulis annis vidett prima feria 
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^caru duaru ferisB incipieri? in vigilia festi Ascensionis Dfii 
% duratur per duos dies proxime sequent? eundem % altera feria 
^caru duaru feriarii? incipiens in vigilia festi Anunciacois Beate 
Marie Virginis % duratura per duos dies px sequefi eundem 
vnacum Cur ped pulverizat ibidem tempore earundem feriafl 
% Nundifi ^ Mercat tenend vnacum omnibus li^tatf? tolnet 
custumis ^ lit^is consuetudinib' ad huiusmodi Cur Nundifi % 
Mercat pertinen simul cum theolofi stallag picag finib' amffcia- 
meii ac omib' alijs comoditatib' pro fi(S ^ emolument? quibus- 
cuna de fimoi Mercat feriis sive Nundifi ^ Cur ped pulverizat 
proveniefi accidefl emergefl sive contingefi ac cum omib; 
al? lit^is consuetudinib' % libtatib' femoi Mercat feriis Nundift 
^ Cur ped pulverizat ptinefi sive spectafi Ita tamen qd p'^dict 
jxi?cat ferie sive Nundifi non sint ad nocumefl al? vicinoru 
nffrcat fer sive Nundifi prope adiacefi Ac eciam concessinf^ 
pro nobis hered? * successorib' flris pYatis Maiori Ballivo 
^ Burgensib' % successorib' suis qd Maior % Recordator 
eiusdem Burgi ^ quitt eorum $ tempore existefi durafi tempore 
quo ipi sint % erunt in Officijs suis predict? sint % erunt Justiciar 
fir' hered % successor nostr ad pacem in eodem Burgo liKtat 
% p'^cinct eiusdem conseruand Necnon ad statut de Artificib' 
% laboratorib' pondeb' % mensuris infra Burgum p'^dcm suburbia 
libtat ^ p'^cinct eiusdem conservand corrigenct * custodiri seu 
corrigi faciend Et qd Maior % Recordator p'^dci pro tempore 
existefi tieant plenam potestatem % authoritatem ad inquirend 
de quibuscunsi transgressionib* misprisiofi ^ alijs inferiorib* 
delict defect * articulis infra Burgum ^cm suburb ^inct 
ac litttat eorudem fact mot sive perpetrat que coram Custod 
^ Justiciar? pacis in aliquo Comitatu Regni firi Anglie per 
leges ^ statuta eiusdem Regni vt Justiciar pacis inquiri debent 
aut poFint Ita tamen qd ijdem Maior % Recordator ad defmina- 
coem alicuius pdicois murdr sive felonie vel alicuius ul(?ius 
materie tangefi amissionem vi? vel membr infra Burgum ^dic? 
lit^tat % pcinct eiusdem abs^i spiali mandat firo hered? vel 
successor!! firorii quoquo modo impos^um non procedant Et 
qd cois Cticus Burgi ^ci p tempore existefi de cetero im- 
perpetuii? sit * erit Cticus pacis fire hered? * successoru firoru 
intra Burgum jpdcm suburt^ litttat is ^inct eiusdem Burgi Et 
VLTERius volumus ac per ^sen? pro nofe hered? ^ successorib' 
flris concedim? ^fat Maiori Ballivo * Burgensibus Burgi predict 



Digitized 



by Google 



MUNICIPAL HISTORY 107 

^ successorib' suis qd cois CHcus Burgi ^dci pro tempore 
existefl durafi tempore quo ipe in Officio cois Ctici Burgi ^dci 
fore contiget? de cetero sit ^ erit Coronator nos? hered*? ^ 
successors ftroru infra Burgu ^dcm suburt^ litttat % ^inct 
eiusdem Burgi ad omia % singula exequend % facien^ que ad 
OfficJ Coronatoris infra Burgum ^cm ptinent facienct Et quod 
Maior * Recordator Burgi ^dci * successores sui pro tempore 
existefl quoscunsi felones latrones % alios malefactores infra 
Burgum ^cm suburt^ ^ ^inct eiusden invent per se aut p 
Ballivu aut Ministros sive Deputat suos in Burgo ^co constitut 
cape vel arrestare ac eos secundum leges Regni firi Anglie 
vsfi ad Gaolam coem Com ftri Devoft ducere aut mittere possint 
aut valeant ibidem salvo remansur % custodiendos quousq p 
debit legis |)cess deliftent' Volumus eciam ac pro nobis hered? 
% successorib' firis per j^sentes conceding ^at Maiori Ballivo 
16 Burgensib' ^ successorib' suis % ordinam; qd sint ^ erunt 
in dco Burgo duo Burgenses Parliament? firi hered^^successorii 
ftroru prout antehac vsitat fuit Quqdft p'dci Maior Ballivus ^ 
Burgenses dci Burgi de Plymptoft Comit is successorib' suis 
quoties % quandocun^i parliameft? nostr? hered? is successors 
flrotrum sumoniri inchoari seu convocari contiger virtute bfis 
ftri hered? aut successors ftrorS de eleccoe Burgensni? Parliameft 
eis direct vel alit p eorS eleccoem tleant is liebunt potestatem 
authoritatem is facultatem eligendi is noianct duos discretos 
viros pro Burgensibus parliament nrorS hered*? is successors 
flrorS p eodem Burgo Eosdemq Burgenses sic elect ad oner 
« custag dcorS Maioris Ballivi is Burgensni? is successors suorS 
mittent ad Parliamenta ftra hered? is successors ftrorS vbicun^i 
adtunc tent fuer eisdem modo is forma prout in alijs Burgis 
Regni ftri Anglie vsitat is consuet fuit is put in eodem Burgo 
antehac vsitat fuit Quos quidem Burgenses sic elect is noiat 
volunfi in?esse ac moram fa8e ad Parliament? nra hered'i is 
successors firorS ad oner is custs^ diet? Maioris Ballivi is Bur- 
gensni? dci Burgi de Plymptoft Comit durante tempore quo 
huiusmodi Paliamenta teneri conti^it in consimilib' modo 
IS forma prout alij Burgenses Parliament? pro quibuscunq 
alijs Burgis aut alio Burgo quocun^i infra diet? Regnu nrm 
Anglie faciant seu facere consuever is debent Et quiquidem 
Burgenses in Kmoi Parliament? ftro llebunt voces suas tam 
affirmativas q^ negativas ce^a^i omia is singula ibidem facient 
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^ exequent' que alij Burgenses vel alius Burgensis Parlia^ 
mentf? iira hered? ^ successoru ftroru pro quibuscun^i alijs 
Burgis aut alio Burgo quocunq faciant % exequant' faciat 
% exequatur seu facere % exequi possint % valeant possit % 
valeat Concessim? insuper ac per p'^sent pro not$ hered % 
successorib' firis conceding? p%itis Maiori Ballivo % Burgens 
dci Burgi de Plymptofi Comit jfdict % successorib' suis qd 
nullus forinsecus qui non est Burgensis eiusdem Burgi de 
Plymptofi Comit vendat seu vendi faciat aliquas nflchandizas 
sive irffcimonias infra Burgum pMcm litttat aut p'^cinct eiusdem 
Nisi tantumodo temporib' Nundift sive fer in eodem Burgo 
tenend sive custodienct sub pena forisfactur oim Kmoi nnSchan- 
dizaru ^ m?cimoniaru sic in eodem Burgo vendit sive vendend 
prout in eodem Burgo antehac vsitat % consuet fuit % non 
aliter nee alio modo Et qd nullus forinsecus aut alius quicunt^ 
emat vel vendat aliquas ni?chandizas victual vel inRcimoft 
quecunsi venieii vel allat ad Burgum p'^dcm antequam eadem 
nnSchandize victualia vel n{?cimoii ad Burgum p'dcm deducanf 
% ibidem ad aliqua loca publica % vsuat p vendicoe sive 
empcoe huiusmodi ni?chandizaru victual vel nnScimoft reposit 
% local erunt prout antehac temporib' retroact in eodem 
Burgo vsitat % consuet fuit Volumus eciam ^ per p'^sentes 
pro nobis hered? is successorib' flris p'Yat Maiori Ballivo ^ 
Burgensib' Burgi p'^dci ^ successorib' suis quantum in not$ 
est concedm? qd dcus Burgus noster de Plymptofi Comit % 
circuit p'''cinct ambit litttates franchesie "^ iurisdicco eiusdem 
p terras aquas % mare se extendant % extendere valeant ^ 
possint ad tat ^ consimit antiquas metas bundas ward % loc 
Burgi p'^dci tam in longitudine quam in latitudine circuit 
% p'^cinct ad quat ac prout jfdict Burgus de Plymptofi Comit is 
circuit p'^cinct % iurisdiccoes eiusdem antehac de iure sese ex- 
tendebant is limitat appunctuat cognit sive descript fuer is non 
tali Et ulterius p ndb hered? is successorib' firis quantum in 
nobis est Damns is Conceding p'Yat Maiori Ballivo is Burgen- 
sibus Burgi p'^dci % successorib' suis qd bene liceat is licebit 
pYat Maiori Ballivo is Burgens eiusdem Burgi is successorib' 
suis perambulacoem sive perambulacos inde facere pro vera 
IS meliori cognicoe inde habend tocies is quocies eis placfiit seu 
eis necessar fieri videbit' Et hoc absq' aliquo warranto proinde 
a nobis hered? vel successorib' firis in hac parte quoquo modo 
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impetrand seu psequend Et volumus ac per present^? p not$ 
hered*? ^ successorib' flris conceding eisdem Maiori Ballivo 
% Burgens Burgi predci % successorib' suis quod ipi % success- 
ores sui de cetero imppm fieant % teneant ac habere % tenere 
possint ^ valeant infra Burgum p'dcm vnam Cur de Record 
quott die Lune in quatt septimana per Annu coram Maiore vel 
Deputal Maioris Burgi p'^dci Et qd in Cur ilia tenere possint 
p queret in eadem Cur levand omia % omimod ptita accoes sect 
% demand psonat de quibuscung transgressionib' personal vi 
IB armis % de quibuscung alijs transgressionib' infra Burgum 
p''dcm suburb libtat % p'cinct eiusdem fact motis emergefi tiitis 
sive perpetrat aut impos^um fiend movend tlend seu perpetrand 
Ac de omib' % omimod debit ptitis sup casum decepcoib' com- 
potis debit convencoib' detencoib' cartarii scriptorii % munimefl 
% cattaS capcoib' ^ detencoib' aver % cattafi ac at contract 
quibuscunq ex causis quibuscun^i sive rebus infra Burgum 
pMcm suburb lifitat % p'cinct eiusdem emergefi seu in futur 
emergere contingefi quamvis eadem transgressiones debit 
compot convencoes decepcoes detencoes sive at contract sumam 
seu valorem quadraginta solidorum attingunt vel excedunt 
Et qd tlmoi ptita queret sect % accoes ibidem audiant % deSmina- 
bunt' coram dcis Maiore vel deputat Maioris per tat % consimit 
process medios ^ modos secundum legem % consuetudinem 
Regni firi Anglie p quat % prout legibus ftris consentaneu fuer 
prout antehac temporib' retroact in eodem Burgo vsitat « con- 
suet fuit % non ali9 nee at modo Concedim? insuper p not^ 
hered? % successorib' ftris [Pfat Maiori Ballivo % Burgens Burgi 
{Pdci % successorib' suis qd p'^dci Maior Ballivus % Burgens 
^ successores sui tieant % teneant infra Burgum jfdcm ac 
suburt^ ac p'^cinct eiusdem de ceter imppm vis franc pleg de 
omib; Burgen' IntSitantib' ^ Resideft infra Burgum jfdict ^ 
suburb? ac litStates eiusdem bis p Annu in le GuildhaB Burgi 
{Pdci tenend eisdem dieb' % temporib' qui^i legib' % statute? huius 
Regni nri Anglie consonu fueA Ac totum ac quicquid quod ad 
vis franc pleg pertinet in tam amplis modo ^ forma prout ante- 
hac in Burgo p'^dco vsitat % consuet fuit Et vlterius de 
ampliori gra nra spiali ac ex cPta sciencia % mero motu nris 
f nofi hered? % successorib' nris concedini? % confirmanf? p'Yat 
Maiori Ballivo % Burgensib' Burgi p'^dci % successorib' suis 
omes % omimodas ttimas libtates franches imunitates exempcoes 
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quietanc % iurisdiccoes Necnon omia % singula eadem % hujus- 
modi terras tenementa ^ hereditament? consuetudines libtates 
privileg franchesias imunitat quietanc exempcon ^ Jurisdiccoes 
que Maior Ballivus % Burgens p'dci Burgi de Plympton Comit 
aut Ballivus % Burgenses aut Inttitantes aut Burgenses aut 
Inttitantes Burgi de Plympton Comit pMict aut eoru aliquis 
vel aliqui per quecun^i noia sive per quodcunq nomen vel 
per quamcunq Incorpora coem vel p'^extu cuiuscunq Incor- 
poracois antehac ttuerunt tenuerunt vsi vel gavisi fuer? aut 
ttere tenere vti vel gaudere debuerunt fiuit tenuit vsus vel 
gavisus fuit debuit aut debuer eis % successorib' suis imppm 
de statu hereditario rone sive p'^extu aliquaru cartaru aut 
traru Paten per aos aut per aliquem progenitoru nroru sive 
alicuius al^ius persone sive aliquuru aliaru psonaru quaru cunii 
quoquo modo antehac fact confirmat vel concesi sive quocunii 
alio legali modo iure consuetudine vsu p'^scripcoe sive titulo 
antehac legittime vsitat tiit ^ consuet Tenend de not$ hered? 
^ successorib' iiris per reddit firm Svic % consuetudines prius 
inde debit aut consuet Ac reddendo % soldendo inde anuatim 
nob hered*? * successorib' iiris ad Receptam Sc^^ij nri Westm 
hered? % successorii nroru seu ad manus Ballivoru vel Receptoru 
iiroru hered? % successoru iiroru inde pro tempore existen omes 
IB omimod tales kmodi % consimit reddit solucon % denarioru 
sumas % demand quecun^i quot % quantu nob vel progenitorib' 
iiris antehac pro p'^missis responsa sive solut fuer aut solvi sive 
reddi de iure debuerunt sive consuet fuer Quare volunfi * firmiP 
Iniungendo p'^cipim? p nob hered? successorib' iiris qd p'dci 
Maior Ballivus % Burgenses Burgi p'^dci % successores sui 
tteant teneant vtant' % gaudeant ac plene tiere tenere vti % 
gaudere possint % valeant imppm omes libtates authoritates 
iurisdiccoes franchesias % quietanc pMict scdm tenorem % 
effectum harum traru iirarii pateii sive occone sive impedi- 
mento iiro hered? sive successoru iirorii Justiciar vicecomitum 
sive alioru Ballivoru sive Ministrorii iiroru hered? % successoru 
iiroru quorumcunq Nolentes qd ijdem Maior Ballivus % Bur- 
genses % holes Burgi p'^dci vel eoru aliquis sive aliqui nee 
aliqui Burgenses Burgi p'^dci rone (Pmissoru sive eoru alicuius 
per nos seu per heredes iiros Justiciar vice comites Eschaetores 
aut alios Ballivos sive Ministros iiros heredum vel successoru 
nroru quorumcunsi inde acconent' molestent' vexent' seu 
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gravent' occonef molestet' vexet' aut gravet' seu in aliquo 
perturbet' Volentes ac per p'sentes mandantes ^ f>cipieifl 
tam Thesaurar Cancellar ^ Baron nris de Sc*cio nro Westm 
ac alijs Justiciar iiris ac hered * successor nostr q*m Attornat 
^ Solicitatori nro Geneat p tempore existen ^ eoru cuitt 
% omibus alijs Officiar % Ministris nris quibuscun<i qd nee 
ipsi nee eoru aliquis sive aliqui aliquod bre sive sumonicoem 
de quo warran sive aliquod bre bria nra aut process quoscunq 
versus Maiorem Ballivu % Burgenses sive homines vel In- 
ttitantes Burgi p'^dci vel eoru aliquem sive aliquos pro aliquib' 
causis reb' materiis ofifens clameis aut vsurpacoii aut eoru 
aliquo per ipos sive eoru aliquos debit clamat attempt vsitat 
kit seu vsurpat ante diem confeccois p'^senciu prosequanf aut 
continuant' aut prosequi aut continuari faciant aut causabunt 
seu eoru aliquis faciet aut causabit Volentes eciam qd ijdem 
Maior Ballivus % Burgenses % homines Burgi illius vel eorii 
aliqui per aliquem vel aliquos Justiciar OfBciar vel Ministros 
nros p'^dcos in vel pro aliquo debit vsu clamore vel abusu 
at libtat franches aut iurisdiccoh infra Burgum p'^dcm suburbes 
% p'^cinct eiusdem ante diem confeccois harii trarii nraru paten 
minime molestent' aut impedianf aut ad ea vel eorii aliquod 
respondere compellent' Volum? eciam ^ Absq fine in hanapio 
ISC Eo qd ex^ssa mencio ^ In cuius rei ^ T R apud Westm 
xxiiij die Aprilis « p bre de privato sigillo tc." 

J^rom the originaL 
Also Patent Roll, 44 Eliz. (1602), part 8, m. 29. 

The preamble, after reciting that the Queen's borough of 
Plympton Earl, in the county of Devon, was an ancient 
borough, and of the ancient demesne of the Crown, and situate 
near the sea-coast, and that the burgesses and inhabitants 
thereof from the time whereof the memory of man was not to 
the contrary had been incorporated and had been a body cor- 
porate and politic— goes on to state that many doubts and 
ambiguities had lately arisen in and about the true name of 
incorporation of the same burgesses and inhabitants, by reason 
of which said ambiguities many inconveniences had happened, 
and from day to day it was likely would arise more and more. 
And also that the burgesses and inhabitants of the said 
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borough had peaceably held and enjoyed divers rightSi 
jurisdictions, franchises, liberties, acquittances, and privileges, 
as well by prescription as by reason and pretext of divers 
charters, grants, and confirmations, as well by divers of our 
progenitors, kings of this realm of England as by Edward de 
Courtney, formerly Earl of Devon [we have not found any 
trace of thts]j and his ancestors, lords of the same borough. 
And also that the borough aforesaid, on account of the poverty 
of the inhabitants thereof, was then reduced to great ruin and 
decay, as Her Majesty, from the relation of the burgesses of 
the same, was credibly informed, by reason whereof the said 
burgesses and inhabitants of the same borough, had most 
humbly entreated that the Queen would deign to make and 
exhibit her royal grace and munificence in that behalf to the 
same burgesses and inhabitants by whatsoever name or names 
of incorporation they had theretofore been incorporated and to 
their successors. And that the Queen, for the better rule and 
amelioration of the same borough, would deign by letters 
patent anew to make, reduce, and create the said burgesses 
and inhabitants within the borough aforesaid into one body 
corporate and politic by one certain and undoubted name of 
incorporation, with addition and augmentation of certain 
liberties and grants as in that behalf should seem the better to 
be done and to be. Her Majesty, therefore, willing that 
thenceforth for ever there should be continually had one 
certain and undoubted manner in the same borough of, in, 
and upon the keeping of the Queen's peace, and the rule and 
governance of the same borough, and of the people inhabiting 
in the same, and of others sojourning and residing there, and 
that that borough in all future time for ever might be and 
might remain a borough of peace and quiet to the dread 
and terror of evil offenders, and to the reward and support of 
the good, and also that Her Majesty's peace and other deeds of 
justice and good rule could and might be better kept and done 
there, at the humble petition and request of the Queen's 
beloved and faithful subjects the burgesses and inhabitants of 
the borough aforesaid of her especial grace, certain knowledge, 
and mere motion, had willed, ordained, appointed, granted, 
and declared, etc., etc. 
We may hope after all that the statement as to the poverty- 
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stricken condition of the place was but an exaggeration, and 
not more true than the allegation that the town had been incor- 
porated from the time whereof the memory of man was not. 

The heads of the charter (taken from an old document con- 
taining a translation made not long after the date of the original) 
are as follows : — 

*' I. That the Borough should be a Free Borough and that the 
Burgesses and Inhabitants thereof by whatever name or names of 
Incorporation they were theretofore incorporated might and should 
be a body politic in deed and name by the name of Mayor Bailiff and 
Burgesses of the Borough of Plympton Earl in the County of Devon 
and they and their Successors might hold Lands Tenements Liberties 
etc. and also might give grant and dispose of Lands etc. And by 
that name should plead or be impleaded etc. 

**2, To have a Common seale for all business and the same to 
break and make a new one. 

^'3. That there should be a Mayor of the Burgesses of the 
Borough, elected as in the Charter directed and that John Robins 
should be the first Mayor and to continue unto the Monday after 
Michaelmas if he lived so long. 

^'4. That there should be a Bailiff of the Burgesses of the said 
Borough elected and John Qynch should be the first Bailiff. 

** 5. That there should be in the Borough eight men of the better 
and honester Burgesses of the Borough who should be called the 
Principal Burgesses or Counsellors who with the Mayor should be 
the Common Coimcil for governing the Borough. 

**6, That the Principal Burgesses or Council should continue during 
their lives without reasonable cause to be amoved. And John Watts 
alias Gage, Sen% Thomas Denford, Merchant, Thomas Watts 
alias Gage, Merchant, John Hake, Gent, Henry Brooking, Mer- 
chant, Thomas Hals Gent, Ralph Harvey and Alexander Throg- 
morton should be the first Eight men and to continue during their 
lives. 

** 7. That the Mayor Bailiff and Common Council or Principal Bur- 
gesses or the major part of them should have power and authority 
yearly for ever on the Feast of Saint Maurice between the hours of 
6 and 12, in the forenoon in the Council house assembled to name 
and assign two persons of the Principal Burgesses before other the 
inhabitants of the said Borough then and there present to elect one 
of the two to the Office of Mayor for one whole year beginning on 
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Monday after Michaelmas and being so elected to be sworn the same 
day before the last Mayor or his Deputy, and in the presence of four 
other Principal Burgesses for one whole year following to execute the 
said Office takeing the oaths in form aforesaid. 

** 8. That the Mayor for the time being and the principal Burgesses 
of the Common Council, or the major part, should have power yearly 
etc. on Monday next after the Feast of Saint Maurice to choose a 
Bailiff out of one of the Common Burgesses to be sworn on 
Monday after Michaelmas before the Mayor and the last Bailiff his 
predecessor for the time being in the presence of four other of the 
Principal Burgesses to execute the said office, and if removed from 
the office to chose another and to be sworn as before. 

** 9. And when it happened that either or any of the principal Bur- 
gesses or Counsellors be or for any reasonable cause to be amoved, 
not behaving himself well in the said office that it should be lawfull 
to and for the Mayor and the other surviving Burgesses to choose 
others etc. to make up the number of eight and that he so chosen be 
sworn before the Mayor and Principal Burgesses and the major part 
etc. to that Office. 

'* 10. That there be an honest and discreet man learned in the 
Laws of England, who should be and be called Recorder of the said 
Borough to do and Execute all things which belongeth to the Re- 
corder's Office of the said Borough : And that there should be two 
Officers called Serjeants at Mace for executing precepts etc. And 
Serjeant Hele the first and modern Recorder for his life and the said 
John Hele declared to be Recorder, etc. 

** 1 1. That it should be lawful for the Mayor etc. to appoint a Council 
house within the Borough, and that they may there assemble, meet, 
councell etc. for the government of the Borough. 

** 12. That the Mayor etc. should have power to make good and 
profitable sound honest and necessary laws and constitutions, for the 
government of themselves the Bailiff and all the other Burgesses 
inhabitants etc. and for the better preservation governing demising of 
their lands etc. And that the Mayor etc. for the time being as often 
as those laws were made etc. in form aforesaid might impose such paines 
punishments and penalties by imprisonment of the body, or by fines 
and amerciaments or either of them, upon all delinquents against those 
laws etc. which to the said Mayor and Council or the greater part of 
them should seem necessary. And to have the said fines to the use 
of the said Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough 
and their Successors without the Queens or any other hindrance etc. 
or rendering any account for the same so as such laws ordinances in- 
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stitutions imprisonments fines and amerciaments be reasonable and 
not repugnant nor contrary to the laws statutes customs or rights of 
the Kingdom. 

*^ 13. The Mayor and major part of the Principal Burgesses if the 
Recorder died or be amoved for any reasonable cause from his office 
should meet in the said Council House or other convenient place 
within the Borough or Liberty within one year after the said Re- 
corder's death or removal to name and elect another fit person to be 
Recorder as long as the Mayor etc. should think good and expedient 
to be sworn before the Mayor to execute the said office. 

** 14. That the Mayor when he pleased should nominate two honest 
men to be Serjeants at Mace to execute all process etc. belonging to 
their Office within the Liberty as the Serjeants att Mace of the City of 
Exeter executed and did, and they might each carry a Mace, to be 
borne before the Mayor. 

** 15. That the Mayor etc. should have the Assize of bread wine ale 
and other victuals, and of weights and measures whatsoever and the 
amending and correcting thereof, and of all things belonging to the 
Clerke of the Market of the Queen's Household and to punish and 
correct offences and to have fines etc. to the use of the Commonalty 
of the Borough as in former times. 

** 16. That the Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses and their successors 
forever should and might have hold and keep in the Borough afore- 
said yearly every Saturday one market, and two fairs viz. One fair to 
begin on the Eve of the Ascension of our Lord and to endure for 
two days next following, and the other on the Eve of the Feast of 
the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and to endure for two 
whole days then next following together with a Pye powder Court 
there in the time of the said Faire and Market to be held together 
with all the profits of the said fairs and markets. 

*' 17. That the Mayor and Recorder as long as they were in their 
office should be Justices of the Peace within the Borough and Liberty. 
And that the Mayor and Recorder have power and authority to 
inquire of all trespasses misprisions and other inferior offences done 
moved or committed within the said Borough and suburbs precincts 
and liberties as other Justices of the Peace etc. so that the said Mayor 
and Recorder should not proceed to the determination of any treason 
murder or felony or of any matter touching the loss of life or members 
within the Borough aforesaid without special command etc. 

** 18. And that the Town Clerk should be Clerk of the Peace within 
the Borough and during the time he happened to be in his office be 
the Coroner, and the Mayor and Recorder for the time being should 
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and might take and arrest all felons robbers and other malefactors 
found within the Borough by themselves, or by the Bailiff or his 
ministers or deputies appointed within the said Borough and them 
according to law should and might send to the common gaol of 
Devon there to remain until delivered by law. 

** 19. That there should be in the Borough two Burgesses of Parlia- 
ment to be chosen by the Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses to have voices 
as other Burgesses as well affirmative as negative in Parliament at 
the cost of the said Borough. 

^* 20. That no Foreigner who was not a Burgess should make sale 
of any merchandize unless in the fair upon pain of forfeiture thereof 
as theretofore. And that no foreigner or other person should buy or 
sell any merchandize, victuals or wares whatsoever coming or bring- 
ing up to the said Borough, before the same were brought to the said 
Borough, and there put and placed at the public and usual place for 
the selling and bu3ring of such merchandize etc. as in former times 
was used and accustomed. 

''31. That the said Borough and the circuit and liberties thereof 
etc. should extend as far as anciently the same did as well in length 
as breadth. 

** 22. That the Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses might as often as they 
pleased or was necessary make Perambulation for the true and better 
knowing thereof. 

" 23. That the Mayor etc. might have a Court of Record every 
Monday before the Mayor or his Deputy, And that there might be 
held in the said Court by plaint to be levied in the said Court all and 
all manner of personal pleas actions suits and demands of all personal 
trespasses force and arms and of all other trespasses whatsoever 
done or committed within the said Borough and of all and all manner 
of debts pleas upon the case debts covenants detainings charters 
writings and muniments and taking of cattle and detaining of beasts 
and cattle or other contracts or causes or things whatsoever arising 
within the said Borough although the said trespass debt etc. exceed 
40s. And that such Actions should be there heard and determined 
before the Mayor and his Deputy by such process means and manner 
according to the law of the land as in times past hath been used 
within the said Borough and not otherwise. 

" 24. That the Mayor eta should have a Court of View of Frank- 
pledge of all the Burgesses and inhabitants of the Borough twice a 
year to be held in the Guildhall on the days whereon the same are to 
be kept, as heretofore hath been done. 
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** 25. That all franchises liberties etc. should be granted and con- 
firmed to the Mayor etc. and the Bailiff and Burgesses or Inhabitants 
or Burgesses or Inhabitants of the said Borough by what name or 
names whatsoever they were known etc. by ^rtue of any Charter or 
Letters Patent theretofore granted to uphold the Queen and her 
Successors, rendering all such rents etc. which were formerly paid to 
her or her progenitors or which ought to be paid to the same." 

In pursuance of the powers given by this charter the mayor 
and his companions proceeded to draw up a code of by-laws 
for the good governance of the borough and its inhabitants. 
These were, we believe^ merely putting into writing existing 
rulesy and in 1623 they were reaffirmed and reduced into due 
form. We are able to give the complete text of these by-laws, 
which are full of interest. By virtue of them the corporation 
acted down to i86o. 

The laws are entitled : — 

*^ Antient By Laws Ordinances Customs and Priviledges of 
and concerning the Burrough of Plympton Earl, there time 
out of mind used and accustomed and now again Established, 
declared and confirmed by the Major and Comon Council of 
the said Burrough to that Purpose lawfully assembled the 
6*"» day of Octob' 20 Anno R. Jac: Angl. etc.: 1623. 

*' I. Impris. — It is ordeyned Established and Declared that if any 
Free Burgess of this Burrough of Pl3rmpton Earl which shall be law- 
fully and orderly chosen to be Major of the same town, Doe and shall 
refuse to be sworn to execute the same Office, shall forfeit £^20 of 
lawful English Money for every such Offence to be paid by him to the 
Receiver of the said Burrough for the Time being as a Penalty and in 
Respect of such Refusal, The same £,20 and every part thereof to be 
Employed for the Common Good and Profitt of the said Burrough 
and the same to be levied or Recovered by the said Receiver To the 
use aforesaid by Distress of the Offenders Goods within the said 
Burrough or by Action of Debt to be brought by the said Receiver 
for the Time being. 

**2. Itenu — If any person Inhabiting within the said Burrough 
shall be duly chosen Constable of the said Burrough and shall Refuse 
to be sworn to Execute the same Office shall forfeit and is to pay ^^5, 
of lawful English money for every such Offence. To be paid to the 
Receiver aforesaid and to be levied and Recovered as aforesaid. 
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** 3. Item. — If any Freeman of this Borough not being a principal 
Burgess thereof shall be duly Chosen to be a Receiver or Bailiffe of 
this Burrough or the Liberty thereof and shall refuse to be sworn to 
Execute the same Office shall forfeit and is to forfeit 20s. 8d. for 
every such Offence to be paid to the Receiver aforesaid to the use 
aforesaid, and levied as aforesaid, and the said Receiver or Bailiffe or 
either of them so refuseing to be sworn to Execute the said Office or 
Offices, Then one or two other to be chosen and they to be sworn 
to Execute their said Office of Receiver or Bailiffe on pain to Forfeit 
every of them so refusing ^^5 levied as aforesaid. 

^* 4. Item. — If any Freeman or other Person whatsoever Inhabiting 
within this Borough shall or doe sue or implead any Person or Per- 
sons whatsoever inhabiting within the said Burrough in any foreign 
Court out of this Burrough for Trespass or Trespasses done within 
this Burrough or the Liberties thereof or for any other Accon or 
Demand ariseing and growing within this Burrough or the Libties 
thereof determinable within the Court of this Burrough So long as 
he or they may have Justice within this Court and unless it be for and 
in Default of Justice within the said Court, Every such Inhabitant 
(not being a Freeman) soe offending shall forfeit for every such 
Offence ;^3. 6s. 8d. of lawful English money and every Freeman 
so offending 40s. to be paid to the Receiver and levied as afore- 
said. 

** 5. Item. — If any Person or Persons above the years of 18 which 
are Free Burgesses born of this Liberty shall be presented in this 
Burrough Court, and after warned by the Bailiffe for the Time being 
to come to the Court there to be sworn a Freeman or Freemen and 
shall absent him or themselves and not come to the Court to be 
swome, and claim his or their Freedom as aforesaid within 3 Months 
next after such warning to him or them so given shall from thence- 
forth utterly loose the Possibility of his or their Freedom and not 
afterward to be admitted thereunto but as a Stranger. 

**6. Item. — If the Major of this Liberty for the Time being (upon 
any Abuse or Misdemeanour comitted by any Freeman) Comand that 
Freeman to goe to the Guildhall of this Borough : and there to 
remain upon his Liberty and that Freeman or Freemen so comanded 
shall refuse so to doe, and to stay at the Guildhall for the space of 
half an hour, if the Door be not open, until the same be put open, 
and there to remain in the said Guildhall by the Space of Twenty four 
hours Except he or they shall be otherwise delivered by the said 
Major and also there to remain after the said 24 Hours ended, so 
long time as to the said Mayor and the most part of his Brethren shall 
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be thought fitt for the OfFeace, shall forthwith upon such Offence 
committed loose his or their Liberty and be Disfranchised. 

**y. Item. — All the principal Burgesses of the said Burrough and 
all other Burgesses there commonly called the Four and Twenty men 
shall make their Appearance and give their Attendance with the 
Major of this Borrough and Liberty in comely and decent Aparell 
and in their Gowns (or Qoaks having no Growns) and so likewise the 
Bailiffe and the Serjeants of the said Burrough for the Time being in 
their Gowns and the Residue of the Burgesses in comely Apparell at 
the chooseing of the new Major, at the chooseing of the new Bailiffe, 
at the Law Court and Sessions, and at the fulfilling Court of and for 
the said Burrough upon Pain of forfeiting as folio weth (viz.) For not 
appearing and attending in Manner and Form aforesaid Each man 
that maketh Default without a good and lawful Excuse at the choose- 
ing of the Mayor 40s. at the chooseing of the Bailiffe 6s. 8d. at every 
of the Law Courts and Sessions 13s. 4d., at every fulfilling Court of 
the aforesaid Burrough or Liberty 6s. 8d. to be paid to the Receiver 
or Bailiffe of the said Burrough for the Time being to be employed 
to and for the Common good and Profitt of the said Burrough and 
the same to be levied and Recovered by Distress or Accon of Debt as 
aforesaid. 

^*8. Item. — All ffree Burgesses of this Borough shall make their 
appearance and give their Attendance apparelled comely at the view- 
ing of the Town Land upon Pain to forfeit each man making Default 
for such Offence 3s. 4d. to be paid employed levyed and Recovered as 
aforesaid. 

^*9. Item. — All the principal Burgesses and the Burgesses called 
the four and twenty of this Burrough in their Gowns and Cloaks as 
aforesaid and all other the Free Burgesses of this Burrough or 
Liberty comely apparelled shall accompany and attend the Major of 
this Burrough or Liberty for the time being from the Church there 
to his house Immediately after Morning and Evening Prayer These 
Feasts hereafter named (Viz.) Christmas day S^ Stephens day Easter 
day Whitsun day and Candlemas day On every of them days at the 
said severall times upon Pain of 34 Hours Imprisonment at and in 
the Guildhall afores^ upon their Libties for every Default at and by 
the Discretion of the Major of the said Burrough for the time being 
without giveing a sufficient Escuse for such Absence, or the said 
Major his Licence for that purpose. 

*' 10. Item. — That the Hall Doore shall remain open dureing the 
Time that any Freeman of the said Burrough soe committed shall be 
in the Hall if it please him. 
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** II. lUfn. — It is ordeyned Established and declared that the three 
Keys of the Towne Coffer or Chest of the said Burrough shall remain 
as followeth (Viz.) One in the Custody of the last Major of said 
Burrough ; and the other two Keys witii two other of the Principal 
Burgesses, whom the Major for tiie time being shall appoint, so as 
the other two so appointed be not any of them that had the said Key 
the year before, and that neither of the said Keykeepers, shall open 
the said Coffer, unless the Major for the said Burrough for the time 
being or his Deputy and three of his Brethren be present thereat, and 
also that neither of the said Keykeepers shall depart out of Towne 
unless he deliver his said Key to some fitt Person to keep Whereby 
Notice may be given to the Msyor to whom he hath delivered the said 
Key upon forfeiting of 3s. 4d. for every such Offence the same to be 
employed and recovered as aforesaid. 

** 12. Ilem. — It is ordeined established and declared that for all 
Manner of Debts between any Inhabiting within the said Burrough 
being under 3s. 4d. the Major of the said Burrough for the Time 
being may send for the Debtor, and after the Debt being justly proved 
or confessed, the said Major may take some Order for the Payment 
of the said Debt so proved or confessed with the Consent of the 
Parties, or else comit the Debtor to the Ward until the Debt be 
paid. 

** 13. liem. — If any sworn Freeman of this Burrough doe sell any 
Wool or Yarn by the King's or Comon Beam within this Burrough he 
shall pay the Peazer only id. for every Score Weight or ao pounds 
Weight, and for every 40 pounds weight ad. and so for every more or 
less Weight so it be his own proper Goods. 

** 14. liem. — If any sworn Freeman sell any Tallow or Victual by 
Weight at the said Beam, he shall pay but a halfe penny for every ao 
pound Weight and id. for every 40 pound weight and after that rate 
for every more or less Weight, and if the Peazer take or require more 
he shall and may be presented at the Law Court of the said Burrough 
and there upon fined The same to be paid Employed levied and re- 
covered as aforesaid. 

** 15. Ifem. — That the Peazer of the said Burrough shall and may 
take of every Stranger that shall use the said Beam 4d. for weighing 
of every 20 pounds of Wool or Yam and so after that Rate for every 
more or less Weight of Wool and Yam and id. for weighing every 
ao pounds of Beefe, Tallow and such like Commodities and ad. for 
weighing every 40 pounds weight and after that Rate for every more 
or less rate. 

** 16. Item. — It is established and Declared according to the old 
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Custom in that Behalf, that all Freemen of this Burrough which 
shall happen to be sued in the Court of this Borough or Liberty shall 
after his or thdr Summons have the Liberty of three Courts there 
freely without Amerciament Attachment or arresting for his Non 
appearance and the 4^ Court he or they may be Essoyn'd, or in 
Default thereof an Attachment may be awarded against him or them 
And if the Party so sued be thought to be insufiBcient to answer the 
Debt or Matter in Question against him by the Major, the Party so 
sued shall put in Sureties upon his Essoyn as a Stranger should doe 
upon his Arrest therein or upon the like Suit or Playnt and to be 
arrested as a Stranger upon Oath made before the Mayor by the Pltf 
that the Freeman is fugitive. 

*^ 17. Ilem. — ^The Major of the said Burrough shall have and is to 
have to and for his Kitchen or Provision of Entertainment the Year 
of his Majoralty j£/^ out of the Revenues of the said Burrough to be 
defrayed in a Feast at the fulfilling Court and on Saint Stephens day 
in Christmas. 

^* 18. litem. — ^The Major of this Burrough and the principall Bur- 
gesses thereof for the time being are and is to dwell and shall con- 
tinually dwell within this Liberty upon pain of forfeiting every of them 
so offending his and their Liberty of and in the said Burrough and 
also the Town Clerk of the said Burrough for the time being is to 
dwell and shall continually dwell within this Liberty upon Psun to 
forfeit his said Office. 

** 19. Item, — For the better Knowledge and searching out of 
Felonies It is Established and Declared that if any Person or Per- 
sons shall from henceforth bring unto this Markett any Victuals to be 
sold of Oxen Kyne Heifers Steeres or Sheep they shall bring and are 
to bring into the open Markett within the same Burrough The Hydes 
thereof and the Skins of the Muttons fixed to one of the Legs of 
every such Mutton upon pain of Forfeiture for every such Offence in 
not bringing the ^yde of every such Beefe or in not bringing the 
Skin of every such Mutton soe fixed as aforesaid 5d. to be paid Em- 
(doyed levied and Recovered as afores^. 

** 20. Itenu — All the principal Burgesses in their Growns and the 
four and Twenty in their Gowns or Cloaks (haveing no Gowns) and 
all other* the Free Burgesses within this Libty comely apparelled 
must and shall accompany and attend the Major at the Proclamation 
of St. Lukes Fair and Ladyday Faire, the Ascension Fair and Mid- 
somer Faire every year for ever hereafter (Except he or they shall be 
sick or shall have sufficient and lawful Excuse or otherwise be 
licenced to be Absent by the Major of the said Borough for the Time 
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being) upon Pain to forfeit for every such Offence and Default every 
of the said Principall Burgesses so offending 20s., and every of the 
said 24 Tenshiil' and every of the other Free Burgesses 3s. 4d. to be 
paid Employed levyed and recovered as aforesaid. 

**2i. Item. — It is further ordered that from henceforth the two 
Sergeants at Mace of and for the said Borough upon every Baill of 
every Arrest out of Fayres shall and may lawfully have and take of 
every Person by them or either of them lawfully arrested or attached 
within the said Borough I2d. and in the Faires 2d. whereof the 
Bailiffe upon every such Bail shall and may lawfully have and take 
4d. for his Prison Groates and for every Arrest in the Faires 8d. 
Whether the Persons so arrested or attached be committed to his 
Ward or no, and the said Prison Groates to be paid by the said Ser- 
jeants or Serjeant to the Bailiffe upon Pain to forfeit for every such 
offence 3s. 4d. to be Levyed as aforesaid. 

'^22. Item. — ^Whereas divers Charges and Expenses as well in 
bearing of Office within this Liberty as also other Burthens and 
Charges for the Defence and Maintenance of this Liberty doe wholly 
light upon the free Burgesses of this Liberty and are by them wholly 
born and sustained to their great Decay being so few in Number And 
Whereas diverse Persons of late have intruded themselves to dwell 
and keep Shopp or Shopps Use Stall or Stalls or open Window or 
Windows and in or at the same doe sell Wares and Retail within the 
Libty of this Burrough not being Free Burgesses of or within the 
same and that diverse other Persons may presse and are like daily to 
presse within this Liberty to doe the like, Itt is thereupon and by and 
upon the Occasion thereof Ordeyned established and Declared by the 
said Major and Common Council according to the antient Custom 
and Usage in that Behalfe That all such Persons as now are or here- 
after shall be Inhabiting within this Liberty shall Repay to the said 
Major and Principal Burgesses within one Month next after Warning 
to them given by one of the Serjeants at the Mace or Bailiffe of the 
said Liberty for the Time being and there make Composition and 
Agreem* with the said Major and Principal Burgesses or with the 
said Major or the most part of the said principal Burgesses for their 
Libties and Freedom of and in the said Borough and Liberty. And 
from thenceforth to doe all things as the Freemen there doe and have 
accustomed to doe upon Payne to forfeit for every day that he or 
they shall from thenceforth keep or use Shopp or Stall and sell Wares 
and open his or their Window or Windows afores^ within the said 
Burrough one halfe penny for every Window and Stall respectively so 
kept or used, the same and every such Forfeiture to be paid employed 
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levyed and Recovered as aforesaid according to the antient Custom of 
the said Burrough in that Behalfe. 

** 33. Item. — That there shall not be from henceforth any Inmate 
or more Families or Households then one Dwelling or Inhabiting in 
any one Messuage or House or any part thereof made or to 
be made or Erected within the Precincts and Liberty of the 
Borough aforesaid upon Pain that every Owner or Occupier of any 
such Messuage or House placeing or willingly suffering any such 
Inmate or other Family then one, to dwel or Inhabit in any One such 
Messuage or House or in any part thereof as afores^ shall forfeit 20s. 
of lawful English money for every Month that any such Inmate or 
other Family then one shall Dwell or Inhabit in any one such Mes- 
suage or House or any part thereof as aforesaid unless for some just 
cause, and upon Complaint to the Major of the said Burrough, the 
said Major & Common Council or the greater part of them for the 
time being shall by their Order entered in open Court or Sessions of 
the said Burr^ License and give leave to any Inmate or Inmates or 
more Families or Households then one to Dwel or Inhabit in any one 
such Messuage or House or some part thereof made or to be made 
within the Precincts or Liberties of the said Burrough every such 
Forfeiture to be paid to the Receiver of the said Burrough pro tem- 
pore to be levyed as aforesaid. 

** 34. liem. — Whereas the Major & Common Coimcil of the said 
Burrough or the Greatest part of them, are to Elect and appoint 
Eight Men of the better and more sufficient Burgesses of the 
Borough afores<^ to be aiding and assisting to the Major of the said 
Burrough for the Time being in all Causes and Matters concerning 
the said Burrough or the Government of the same, and that he or 
they so Elected, are to be sworn before the Major or Common 
Coimcil of the said Burrough or the greatest part of them well and 
faithfully to doe and Execute that Office Now for that diverse sub- 
stantial & suffident Burgesses and Inhabitants of the said Burrough 
have been formerly Elected and duly chosen according to the Letters 
Patent and antient Customs of the said Burrough, to doe the said 
Office have refused to doe the same as aforesaid to the great Ruin 
and Decay of the said Burrough Therefore the said Major and 
greater part of the said Common Council of the said Burrough 
(being assembled as aforesaid) Doe further Ordein Establish and 
Declare, That if any Burgess of the said Burrough (being duly 
Elected and Chosen to be one of the Eight men or Principal 
Burgesses of the said Burrough) shall refuse to execute the said 
Office according to the said Letters Patents or Custome. Then every 
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such Burgess so elected and refuseing as aforesaid shall forfdt to the 
Major BailifFe and Burgesses for his Offence in that Behalfe the Same 
of j£20 of lawful English Money the same to be Employed to and 
for the Common Good and Profitt of the said Burrough the same to 
be paid to the Receiver of the said Burrough for the Time being and 
to be by him levyed and recovered to the use afores^ by the Distress 
of the Offenders Groods within the said Burrough or by Acion of Debt 
to be brought by the said Receiver for the Time being. 

^' 25. Item. — It is Established and Declared that two of the Eight 
men or prindpal Burgesses of this Burrough for the Time being shall 
by Turn or Stem on from henceforth at every Court of Record to be 
holden in and for this Burrough attend the Major of this Burrough 
for the time being dureing all the time of every such Court in proper 
Person or by his or their lawful Deputy or Deputies and dureing the 
Time not depart without the said Major his Licence upon Pain to for- 
feit, Every of the said Principal Burgesses not so attending for every 
such Default 3s. 4d. to be paid Employed levied and recovered as 
aforesaid And yet nevertheless at every of the Law Courts of 'the 
said Burrough All the said principal Burgesses are to give their 
Attendance as formerly hath been accustomed (This Declaration not- 
withstanding). 

*<26. Item, — It is Established and declared that all and every 
Penalties Forfeitures Sume and Sumes of Money paid or to be paid 
recovered or Levyed by the Receiver of this Borough for the lime 
being by or according to any of the Ordinances or Customs of this 
Borough ought to be and shall be accounted for and paid over by the 
said Receiver to the Major or Bailiffe and Burgesses of this said 
Borough at the usual days of Account (Viz) The Monday next after 
St. Leonards Day, and the Emplo3rment thereof to the use and 
Benefitt of this Borrough, is to be by and at the only Disposall of the 
said Major and Common Council of this Burr^ for the time being or 
the greater Number of them, whereof the said Major for the time 
being to be one. 

** 27. Ilem. — Whereas there hath been an antient Custom within 
this Burrough that the Receiver and Bailiffe of the said Burrough 
should pass their Accounts unto the Major and principal Burgesses 
of the same or the greater part of them the Monday next after 
S^ Leonards day in the Guildhall of the same Burrough of all such 
Sume or Sumes of money as they or either of them have received or 
ought to receive or be accomptable for, by Virtue of their said 
OfiBces for the year precedent and for that there hath been a great 
Neglect thereof by the said Officers heretofore to the Hurt and 
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Damage of the said Burroiigh It is therefore ordered Established 
and Declared that the said Receiver and Bailiffe shall upon the said 
Monday next after S^ Leonards day come before the said Major and 
Principal Burgesses or the more part of them at the Guildhall of the 
said Burrough, And then and there pass his and their Accompts and 
pay unto the said Major and Principal Burgesses there assembled for 
that purpose All such Sume and Sumes of Money as they ought to 
Collect by Virtue of their said Offices, or for Default thereof by them 
or either of them to forfeit ;^5 a piece to be paid Employed levyed 
and Recovered as aforesaid And further either of them makeing 
De&ult as aforesaid to be Comitted by the Major to the Guildhall of 
the same Burrough there to remain upon his Liberty imtil he have 
finished his Account or put in sufficient Sureties to finish his Acco^ by 
a Day given by the said Major and Principal Burgesses or the greater 
part of them then there being for the Hearing of his or their 
Accoimts. 

** 28, Itefn. — Whereas likewise it hath been accustomed that 
presently after the Finishing of the Receiver and Bailiffe their 
Accounts the Major hath past his Account for the year of his Major- 
alty last past unto the then Major and Principall Burgesses or the 
more part of them And for that there hath been of late a great 
N^lect thereof by some of the late Majors. It is therefore ordered 
Established and Declared that from henceforth every such Man as 
shall be hereafter chosen to be Major of this Burrough, shall pass his 
Account of his Majoralty for the year past unto the then Major and 
Principal Burgesses or Uie more part of them at or before the 25 day 
March next following after his Receiver and Bailiffe have past their 
Accounts being thereunto required by the then Major of the said 
Burrough And to pay unto the then Major and Principal Burgesses 
or the more part of them All such money as is remaining in his Hands 
due to the said Burrough upon Pain to forfeit jQio for his Default 
therein to be paid Employed Levied and Recovered as aforesaid And 
that all those that have been Majors before and have not past their 
Accounts shall before the Twenty fifth day of March now next follow- 
ing come before the Major and Principall Burgesses or the more part 
of them being thereunto Required and make his and their several 
Accounts of their Majoralties upon Pain to forfeit each of them 
makeing Default ;;^io to be piud Employed levyed and Recovered as 
aforesaid." 

These by-laws are signed by Wm. Moultony the then 
mayory and the eight principal burgesses, among whom we 
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recognize some good representative names. They are Thomas 
Harvey, Thomas Drake, Thomas Denford, senr., Richard 
Watts, Alexander Throkmorton, John Watts, John Stacy, 
Emanuel Snelling. 

The information as to the history of the borough during the 
seventeenth century is but scanty. There are but few records 
left, and these of recent date. It has been stated that all the 
old documents were destroyed in connexion with Richard 
Hele's petition in 1702. Such facts as we have been able to 
collect will be found in other chapters. The following matter 
may, however, be referred to here. 

It would be difficult to find any bridges within the town of 
Plympton now, and those in former times within the limits of 
the old borough must have been insignificant, no stream of any 
magnitude running through them. But in 1663 the corporation 
complained that they had been recently rated towards the 
repairs of the county bridges, and stated as a reason for being 
relieved from such payment that they had several bridges of 
their own to maintain, and they were excused. The only 
bridges could have been those crossing the brooks and 
must have been of little importance. The following is the 
document : — 

^^ Devon, Ad generalem sessionem pacis ten*^ apud Castrum 
Exon in et p' com' iP'dicti decimo quarto die Julii Anno R" 
Caroli scdi Angliae xv^ An**q Dni 1663. 

'^ Upon complaint made unto this court that the Borough and 
Corporation of Plympton Earle in this county hath beene lately 
Rated and chardged towards the repairacon of several! bridges 
out of the said Corporacon notwithstanding they have severall 
bridges within the same which they are bound by the lawe. It 
is therefore Ordered that the said Corporacon be from hence- 
forth freed and discharged from payement of any Rates or con- 
tributions towards any bridges out of the said Corporacon 
according to the law in this cawse provided, 

** J. Northcote etc pacis." 

Towards the end of the reign of Charles II the then governor 
of Plymouth — ^John Grenville, Earl of Bath — was successful 
in inducing more than one western borough to surrender its 
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charter to the King ; and he was able to persuade Plympton to 
hand over its charter of Elizabeth to him. Before, however, 
the earl cx>uld reach London, and do what was wished, Charles 
II died. Soon after the accession of James II a fresh charter 
was granted by the new monarch. It was considered to be 
void for various reasons : firstly, because the surrender was 
made to a monarch who did not live to accept it; secondly, 
because William on his accession declared all charters granted 
by James null and void ; and thirdly, because it was declared 
to be so by the House of Commons, a day having been 
appointed to consider the matter, and to obtain information as 
to the charters, and as to the surrender of the old charter. 

The charter for Plympton was to be the same as that for 
Truro. The signet index to the warrant is entered under April, 
1685 ; but we are doubtful as to the correctness of this date. 
The entry is as follows : — 

^* Charter of \ Warrant for renewing the Charter of Plympton in 
Plympton. ] the County of Devon in the same [manner] as the War- 
rant for Truro entered page 7*\ Whitehall March ii**» i68|." 

^* Heads of \ Paper of heads mentioned in the foregoing Warrant 
Plympton \ for a new Charter for the Burrough of Plympton in the 
Charter. J County of Devon." [Here follow ten heads.] 
" Charter of\ James R. Whereas the Mayor &c. of our Burrough of 
Truro ) Truro in the County of Cornwall have by an Instrum^ 
under their Common Seale granted and surrendered all their Manners 
Messuages Lands and Tenements, together with all their Charters 
Priviledges Franchises and Immunities whatsoever which grant and 
surrender we have accepted and do hereby accept at the instance and 
humble Petition of Our &c. Cousin and Councellor John Earle of 
Bathe our Lieutenant of our said County of Cornwall and Lord 
Warden of our Stannaries Our Will &c Greate Seale for incorporat- 
ing Our said Burrough of Truro and the Inhabitants thereof by such 
name and in such manner as they were incorporated by former 
Letters patents and for granting back unto them all Uieir said 
Mannors Messuages Lands and Tenements and all such and the like 
Priviledges Powers Franchises and Immunities as were granted by 
or contained in the former Charters or otherwise held and enjoyed by 
them and surrendered as aforesaid, with such alterations and addi- 
tions as are contained in the Paper of Heads hereunto annexed : and 
for constituting the several persons therein named the first and 
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present members of the said Corporation. And you are to insert in 
the said Bill such other clauses as are usual and as you shall judge 
requisite for Our Service and the good government of the said Cor- 
poration. And Our further Will and pleasure is, that the said grant 
do passe Our Signett Privy Seale, Great Seale, Hannaper and all 
other Offices without payment of any Fee Fees or Fine and that you 
insert a clause in the said Bill requiring the same. And for, etc. 
Whitehall the 5*** day of March i68|^ in the first year of our Reigne 

** By his Maj**" command 
** To Our Attorney or " Sunderland. 

Sollicitor Generall." 

The sixth head refers to a market held without warrant : — 

^'6. That there be added one Markett to be held every Week 
within the said Burrough on Wednesday which they have customarily 
kept, though not mentioned in their Charter, and that there be also 
added one Faire over and above the Faires formerly granted to y* 
said Burrough and which they have also customarily kept, [the wards 
** though not mentioned,'' ^rf/ written^ but struck through'\ to be held 
on the first day of August yearely and two days following." — (Home 
Office Warrant Book (1685-1686), Vol. III.) 

From the Patent Roll the following information as to the 
charter of James II is obtained : — 

** May it please yo' Excellent Ma*** 

'^A Surrender being made by y* Maior is Comonalty of 
Plympton in y* County Devon of all their Manners lands ^ 
Tenem^ together with all Priviledges franchises ^ Annuityes 
yo' Ma*** is hereby gratiously pleased to Regrant the same And 
to Incorporate them by name as fformerly And to appoint the 
p^ent Members of y* Corporation together with such Altera- 
tions and Addicons as were directed to be Inserted By Warrant 
under your Ma*'^ Royall Signe Manuall." 

The Letters Patent begin thus : — 

'^ Rex Omnibus ad quos ^ Saltm Sciatis quod nos melio- 
rationem Burgi nri de Plympton Comit in Comitat nra Devon 
gratiose Affectantes Et Volentes quod de cetero imperpm in 
eodem Burgoe Continue habeatur uii certus et indubitatus 
modus pro custod pacis et bon regimine et GuVnatoe populi 



Digitized 



by Google 



MUNICIPAL HISTORY 129 

ibid et quod idem Burgus de Plympton Comit ^d de cetero 
imppetu sit et pmaneat Burgus pacis et quiet ad ^miu bonorum 
^ Terrorem Et quod pax nra ceteraq facta lustitie iVm abs<4 
vlterior ditonis difiFiigio serventur sperantesi;^ quod si Holes et 
Inhabitantes Burgi pd et Successores sui amplorib' ex con- 
cessione nra frui % gaudere poterunt libertatib' profic ^ privileg 
tunc ad Servic nobis hered et Successor nris impendend et 
exibend spialius fortius p le Sentiant Obligat Cumji Major 
Burgenses ^ Inhabitantes Burg ^d nobis Concesserunt et in 
Cur Cancellar nre debito modo in manus nras Tradiderint et 
sursum Reddiderint sepat chart necnon omnia Messuagia 
Teif Tenta ^ hereditamenta ac omnia alia Chartos Privilegia 
% immunitat quascunjiquam quidem sursum Reddicon accepta- 
vimus et p Rentes acceptamus de gra iira Spiali ac ex certa 
scientia et mero motu nris ad humilem Requisicon'' et Rogatum 
pdilect et pquam fidet Consanguiii % Consiliar nri lottes Comil 
Bathon Gromat Stot nre % Dom Guardian Stannarie ^d de 
Plympton Volumus Constituimus Ordinavimus Declaravimus 
% Concessimus % p ^sentes etc. quod ^d Burgus de Plympton 
pd de cetero imperpetuu sit % permaneat liber Burgus in- 
corporat de se Et quod sepat pson inferius in hiis ^^ntibus 
noiat et Constitut fore et esse Major Aldri % Burgensis Burgi 
pd et eorum Successor ut postea in et p ^sentes limitat et 
appuntuat existit eligend per quodcunji nomen sive p quecunji 
noia antehac Incorporat fuer % Successor sui de cetero im- 
ppetii sint et erint vigore ^sentiu vii Corpus Incorporat et 
politicum in re facto et nomine p nomen Major Burgens 
Stannarie ville nre de Plympton in Com Devon et eos p idem 
nomen Majoris % Burgensium Stannarie ville et Burgi de 
Plympton in Com Devon vnum Corpus Corporat et Politicu etc 

Then follow the various clauses, an abridged translation of 
which we give : — 

''Power to have, purchase, recetve, possess, enjoy and retain 
lands etc. in fee and perpetuity or for term of year or years or other- 
wise howsoever. And also, to give, grant, demise, alien, assign and 
dispose of lands etc. and to do and execute all and singular other 
de^s and things by name aforesaid. Power to plead and be im- 
pleaded etc. in courts and places whatsoever. To have a common 
seal with liberty from time to time to break change and make anew 
as may seem expedient. 
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*' To be one Mayor elected from Burgesses. Richard Strode Esq 
nominated as first and present Mayor to continue in Office from the 
date up to the Monday after the last Monday in August then next to 
come» and from that day until another alderman or capital burgess 
shall be duly elected and sworn said Strode to take the corporal oath 
upon the Gospels before said John Earl of Bath now Recorder of the 
borough, to execute said office faithfully etc. 

** Further there shall be nine men of the better sort of the Bur- 
gesses who shall be called Aldermen or Principal Burgesses or 
Common Council. Which said nine Aldermen, of whom the Mayor 
for the time being to be one, shall make, together with the Recorder, 
the Common Council and be called by that name. Said Aldermen to 
continue in Office for life, unless removed from office for any reason- 
able cause. The first and present Aldermen to be : — said Richard 
Strode, Thomas Hele, and Robert PoUixfen, Esquires ; Simon Hele ; 
Nicholas Pearse ; John Avent ; John Sparkes ; Anthony Ham ; Philip 
Watts. They to take Corporal oath etc. 

" Further the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen, or major part of 
them, shall have power yearly to assemble in the Council House of 
the Borough, or in some other convenient place therein, on the last 
Monday in August, and to nominate two persons of the Aldermen or 
principal Burgesses, to the intent that they may elect one of those 
two so nominated to the office of Mayor to hold office for one entire year 
beginning on the Monday following the said last Monday in August ; 
which person so elected shall be admitted and sworn on the said 
Monday after the last Monday in August before the last Mayor his 
predecessor, or his locum tenens^ or in presence of three other prin- 
cipal Burgesses or Counsellors of the Borough. Moreover, if the 
Mayor should die within a year after his preferment to office, or be 
removed therefrom, then the Counsellors for the time being in 
Common Council assembled in the Council House or other convenient 
place shall nominate two persons from the Aldermen or principal 
Burgesses of whom they shall have power to elect one to be Mayor, 
who, on election shall be sworn as before provided. Further on the 
death or removal from office of any of the said nine Aldermen (who 
shall be removable from office in case of misbehaviour by the Mayor 
and Chief Burgesses) his or their places shall be filled by nomination 
and election; and he or they so chosen shall be sworn as before 
provided." 

The King makes the first and present burgesses to continue 
in office guamdtu bene^ etc. : — 

** Christopher, Duke of Albemarle ; John, Earl of Bath ; Charles, 
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Lord Lansdowne ; Geoi^e, Lord Carterett ; Bernard Greenvile, Esq.; 
John Greenvile, Esq. ; Nicholas Slanninge, Baronet ; Christopher 
Wren, Knt. ; William Strode, Walter Hele, Nicholas Sparke the 
Elder, John Purse, Richard Waddon, James Jenkinson, Joshua Cope, 
Gentlemen ; Nicholas Ginne, John Standon, William Watts, Roger 
Watts, John Veale the Elder, Thomas Torway, Walter Warren, 
Thomas Andrew, John Sheffield, Fardinand Blacke, George Ley, 
Robert Winson, James Windsor, Jonah Qonam) Johns (or Johnes), 
Nicholas Churchstile, Nicholas Owen, Thomas Lux the Elder, Henry 
Brookinge, Elias Crocker. 

'^Quod^ antequa ac^ Offic ifi exercend admittantur Sacra- 
mentu Corporat sup Sanctu Dei Evangeliu coram Majore 
Burgi pd p tempore existen ad Ofl&c ifl recta ^ fideliter 
exequend respective ^tabunt necnon Jurament in ea pte p 
leges % Statuta Regin iiri Anglic pvis % Requisit Respective 
Ipstabunt. 

'' Also there shall be in said Borough from time to time ' unus 
probus et discretus homo in legibus Anglie eruditus ' who shall be 
called and shall be Recorder of said Borough to do all those things 
which to the office appertains and ought to appertain. 

"Also there shall be from time to time for ever two Officers called 
Serjeants at Mace {servientes ad Ckeoam) for the execution of precepts 
mandates, attachments etc. as the case shall require and need be, 
they shall be admitted by nomination of Mayor and Aldermen 
and continue in Office at pleasure of the Mayor and Aldermen. The 
first and present Recorder to be John Earl of Bath who is to be also 
Justice of the Peace of said Borough. To exercise that office for 
life himself or by deputy or deputies. Before admission to be sworn 
before Richard Strode, Esq., Nicholas Courtnay, Esq., Thomas 
Vivian, Esq., Nicholas Tyacke, Gent, or one of them {aut aUero 
eorum) to whom (or one of them) full power and authority is given to 
give and administer the oath to said Earl. 

"Also it shall be lawful for Mayor Recorder and Burgesses and 
their successors, or greater part of them, to nominate elect and prefer 
such persons to be burgesses of the Borough as they please, and 
when elected to administer the oath to them. None to be Bur- 
gesses unless nominated as before expressed and duly sworn on 
admission. 

'* Power to have and appoint a Council-house and to meet as often 
as seems necessary to consult and decree statutes, articles and ordi- 
nances for the good rule and government of the Borough at their 
diacretion or discretion of the majority. 
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'^ Power to ordain make and establish laws statutes etc. for the 
government of Borough and for regulating all things which relate to 
the Mayor, principal Burgesses and other Officers as well as arti- 
ficers, inhabitants and Residents in said Borough in such manner as 
may conduce to the common utility and also for victualling of the 
Borough and for the disposition of lands tenements possessions 
revenues and hereditaments given or granted or hereafter to be 
given granted or assigned to said Mayor Burgesses and their suc- 
cessors. 

*' Power also to ordain and impose pains punishments and penalties 
by imprisonment of body, or by fines and amercements, upon all 
offenders against such laws etc. Such fines and amercements to be 
levied to the use of the Mayor and Burgesses without hindrance and 
without rendering any account to the king, his heirs or successors. 
So nevertheless that all laws etc. so made be reasonable and not 
repugnant or contrary to the laws statutes customs or rights of the 
realm of England. 

** Further in case and when the Recorder for the time being shall 
die or be removed from his office the Mayor and eight principal Bur- 
gesses or the greater part of principal Burgesses, when it seems to 
them expedient, shall have power to assemble in the Council-house, or 
elsewhere within the Borough, within one year next following such 
death or removal, and there nominate and elect another fit person to 
be Recorder, who after election and on admission shall take the oath 
and continue in office as before. 

** Also power to nominate elect and appoint * quandocunque eis vei 
majori parti eorum placuerit ' two honest and fit persons to be Ser- 
eants at Mace to execute their office in like manner as Serjeants at 
Mace in City of Exeter do. They on election may carry a mace 
bearing the King's arms within the limits of the Borough during 
their term of office. Every person elected to be Serjeants at Mace 
shall take the oath before the Mayor for the time being. 

** Further the Mayor and Burgesses shall have within the Borough 
assize and assay of bread wine and ale and other victuals and also of 
weights and measures vnth amends and corrections of the same and 
all other things which belong to the office of Qerk of the Market of 
the Household of King or heirs. And they may have all fines and 
other profits as used in said Borough in past times. 

**The King grants for ever two markets every week, one 
on Wednesday : the other on Saturday : and five Fairs {fferias 
sive nundinas) scilicet duas fferias p ^scriptoem ab antiquis 
temporib' cuius contra? memoria hominum non existit % duas 
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alteras fferias sive nundinas p Char's % tras Patentes Domine 
Elizabethe nup Regine Anglie Celebris memorie % nunc alteram 
p has tras nras Patentes gratiose Concessimus ac p Rentes 
Concedimus dci Major! et Burgensibf Burgi pi % Successorib' 
suis quam quidem vltimam fferiam sive nundinam ^ fferiarum 
sive nundinarum infra Burgum de Plympton §& annuatim 
Tenend % Custodiend singulis annis imperpetuu (videlicit) 
Incipend primo die mensis Augusti % ab inde Continuatur 
p spatiu duo dierorum lune pxime Sequent et quatuor alie 
ferie sive nundine ^ quas ab antiquo §& Major % Burgenses 
Burgi pi de Plympton Tenebant p ^scriptoem t p Chartas sive 
tras Patentes ut ^ertur ijdem Major et Burgenses Burgi pd 
in hijs psentib' noiat et Successorib' sui imppetuu Heant et 
teneant ac Here % tenere possint % valeant infra Burgu pi 
incipend % Continuand dieb' % temporib' solite quib' antehac 
dee quatuor fferie sive nundine vsuat Tent ftier infra Burgu 
pi vigore Harum litterarum Patentes imppetuu vnacum Cur 
ped pulveri%it ibid tempore earundem fferiarum nundinarum 
% mercat vnacum oib' libtat TolneS Custumis « liberis Con- 
sutudinib^ ad humoi bur nundin % mercat ptinen simulcu 
Theolon Stall^ piscag ffinib' Amerciamentis ac oib' alijs 
Comoditat pfic et Emolument quib'cuni;^ de hiimoi mercat 
fierijs sive nundinis ^ cur ped PulveriSat ^ venien accideii 
emerged sive Contingen [etc.]. So nevertheless that said 
markets and fairs be not ad nocumentum of other neighbour- 
ing markets or fairs near adjoining {prope adjaceX). 

^^ Also the Mayor and Recorder for the time being while in office 
and every Mayor for one whole year after quitting office and also 
Richard Strode Esq now first or senior Alderman during his life and 
above said Anthony Ham during one year from the date hereof may 
and shall be respectively Justices of the Peace in said Borough 
liberties and precincts thereof. They all aforesaid shall have power 
to inquire of offences etc. but not of murder or felony or other matter 
affecting loss of life or limb without special mandate of King, heirs 
or successors. 

''The Common Qerk, for the time being to be nominated from 
time to time by the Recorder, shall be Clerk of the Peace within the 
Borough its liberties and precincts. The Common Clerk to be also 
Coroner, and before admission to office shall take the usual oaths and 
shall continue in office so long as the Recorder pleases. 
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*' Power to Justices of the Peace to arrest felons, robbers and other 
malefactors within Borough and to send them to the Common Gaol 
of County. 

** Also, there shall be two burgesses of Parliament for the Borough 
as heretofore used with power to nominate and elect two discreet men 
as burgesses who so elected shall stay during the sitting of Parlia- 
ment at cost and charges of Mayor and Burgesses and shall have 
voices yea and nay, and do all other things usual to be done by other 
Burgesses of Parliament 

** Moreover no stranger (Jbrinsecus) who is not a Burgess shall 
sell merchandize or wares within Borough liberties or precincts of the 
same save only at the times of fairs to be holden in Borough, on pain 
of forfeiting all merchandize or wares so sold or for sale as hereto- 
fore used in Borough. No stranger or other shall buy or sell any 
merchandize victuals or wares coming or brought thither before the 
same shall be placed and set in the Borough for sale or purchase as 
in time past has been customary. 

''Also said Borough shall have by land water and sea all such 
ancient metes bounds wards and places in length as well as breadth 
circuit and precinct as heretofore of right extended, limited, known 
or described and not otherwise. 

** Further power given to make perambulations for true and better 
knowledge when need be without obtaining warrant therefor. 

''Power to hold a Court of Record every Monday throughout the 
year before the Mayor or his Deputy for plaints, trespasses and debts 
etc. arising within said Borough, suburbs liberties and precincts of 
the same although such trespasses etc. attain to or exceed the sum or 
value of forty shillings. Such pleas plaints etc. may be heard and 
determined there by such means etc. according to the law and custom 
of England as have been usual in said Borough in time past and not 
otherwise. 

" Grant of View of Frankpledge twice in the year to be held in the 
Guildhall of the Borough in such ample manner and form as hereto- 
fore used. 

" Provided always and full power and authority hereby reserved 
for King his heirs and successors from time to time and at all times 
hereafter by order made in Privy Council and signified under Privy 
Seal to remove and declare to be removed the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, 
Recorder, Deputy Recorder, and any Alderman or Capital Burgess, 
Common Clerk and then such Mayor etc. shall be removed ipso facto 
and without further process, really and to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever as often as the case may happen any Act, Statute or 
Ordinance to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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** Further it shall be lawful for the Mayor in case of sickness or 
absence for reasonable and necessary cause to appoint one of the 
chief Bui^fesses to be his deputy during such time or times. And 
the Recorder for the time being likewise if cause require may nomi- 
nate and appoint another sufficient and discreet man skilled in the 
laws of England to be his deputy. And such Deputy Mayor and 
Deputy Recorder so nominated shall be Justices of Peace and have 
like power and authority as Mayor and Recorder if present. Such 
Deputies before admission shall take customary oaths before the 
Mayor. 

'* Further the King grants and confirms to Mayor and Burgesses 
and their Successors all and all manner of lawful liberties (titimas 
iilStat) privileges, franchises, immunities, exemptions, acquittances, 
markets, fairs, and jurisdictions and also all lands tenements and 
hereditaments customs etc. etc. as heretofore the Mayor Bailiff and 
Burgesses of said Borough of Plympton Earl or Bailiff and Bur- 
gesses or Inhabitants of Borough of Plympton, or Burgesses or 
Inhabitants of Borough of Plympton Earl aforesaid or any of them 
by whatsoever name or names or by whatsoever Incorporation they 
have heretofore had held or enjoyed the same or ought by statute 
inheritance, reason or pretext of Charters or Letters Patent by us or 
any of our progenitors or any other person or persons confirmed or 
granted or by other lawful means or title whatsoever. To hold 
by rents farms services and customs formerly therefor due or accus- 
tomed and yielding and paying yearly at Exchequer at Westminster 
such rents payments and sums of money as heretofore answered for 
paid or ought of right or have been accustomed. 

'* Wherefore the King wills that Mayor and Burgesses and their 
Successors may have etc. all liberties, authorities, jurisdictions, 
franchises, markets fairs and acquittances aforesaid according to 
tenor and effect of these letters patent without hindrance etc. for 
ever." 

[Here follow a series of Clauses forbidding interference by 
any Minister or Officer of the Crown, and exemption from 
answering for use^ claims or abuse of liberties before date hereof 
Finally the Clauses ^' Volumus etiam, etc. Eo quod expressa 
mentioy" and, — ] 

'* Teste me apud Westmonaster vicesimo primo die Martij Anno 
Regni ftri Primo." — (Patent Roll, i James II, part 14.) 

There was much trouble in connexion with this charter. 
We find that a petition from some of the freeholders, inhabit- 
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antSy and burgesses was presented to the House, setting out 
their early charters, and complaining that in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, by some undue means, a charter was pro- 
cured to make the town a mayor town, since which, by making 
foreigners freemen, the power of election and right of return 
had been usurped from the petitioners, and that this charter 
had been surrendered to King James, and a new one procured, 
whereby a greater power was pretended in depriving the peti- 
tioners of their right. And it was alleged that the mayor, who 
lived three miles out of the borough, had unduly returned Sir 
George Treby, the Attorney-General, the then late Recorder 
of London, and Mr. Pollexfen with him. This petition was 
clearly from those in the town who wished to maintain the 
charter of James, or the rights conferred by it. There is 
another side to the story, for we find among the Corporation 
Records a letter from the mayor, who proved to be the lawful 
one, to the sheriff of the county. We give a copy of this letter 
further on. It is evident that John Avent had somehow been 
placed in office, and, claiming to be mayor, and becoming 
possessed of the writ for the return of members, had proceeded 
to an election, and declared Richard Strode and George Parker 
elected. As far as we can gather, John Avent claimed under 
the charter of James II, and somehow possessed himself of the 
town documents, most of which have been unfortunately lost 
since this time. 

The charter of James being declared invalid, upon the usual 
petition another was granted, of which the following is a free 
translation : — 

•*4*^ William III and Mary. 

'* The King and Queen etc. To all to whom these presents shall 
come; — Greeting, seeing our Borough of Plympton Earl, in our 
County of Devon is an antient Borough and situated near the sea 
coast, and seeing the Burgesses of the said borough have had and 
exercised many ancient liberties franchises and privileges as well by 
virtue of divers prescriptions uses and customs in the same Borough 
practised beyond the memory of man as of divers charters grants 
and confirmations of sundry of our progenitors or predecessors Kings 
and Queens of England. And seeing the aforesaid Burgesses have 
most humbly prayed us that We would condescend to manifest and 
extend to them our Royal favour and munificence and to make create 
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and establish them into one Corporate and politic body by our Letters 
Patent We therefore graciously consulting the public good of the said 
borough and of all our subjects inhabiting within the aforesaid 
borough and being willing that there should be for ever hereafter in 
the said borough constantiy one certain and undoubted form for the 
custody of the peace and the good order and government of our 
people there And that the said borough for ever hereafter may be 
and continue a borough of the peace and quiet to the encouragement 
of the good and terror of the bad And that our peace and the rest 
of our acts of justice may without further pretence of delay be there 
maintained and hoping that if the Burgesses of the borough aforesaid 
and their successors should hold and enjoy by our grant more ample 
liberties profits and privileges that then they may think themselves 
more especially and sensibly bound to pay and perform acceptable 
services to us and our heirs and successors We out of our special 
favour and from our certain knowledge and mere motion have willed 
and by the presents for us our heirs and successors do will constitute 
ordain declare and grant that the foresaid Borough of Plympton 
Earle in our county of Devon aforesaid be and continue a free and 
incorporate borough of itself And that the several persons after- 
wards in these presents named and appointed to hold and to be 
Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their 
successors as afterwards in and by the present limitations and 
appointments are to be chosen are and shall be for ever hereafter by 
virtue of these presents one corporate and politic body in effect deed 
and name by the name of the Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Pl3rmpton Earl in our said County of Devon And that we 
for us our heirs and successors do by these presents erect make ordain 
constitute confirm and declare them one corporate and politic body in 
thing deed and name really and fully by the name of the Mayor 
Bailiff and Burgesses of the Borough of Plympton Earl in the county 
of Devon aforesaid And that they have by that name perpetual suc- 
cession And that they by the name of the Mayor Bailiff and Bur- 
gesses of the Borough of Plympton Earl in the county of Devon 
aforesaid are and shall be through all future times persons able and 
knowing in the case and a corporate and politic body knowing in the 
law to hold purchase receive possess enjoy and retain lands tenements 
liberties privileges jurisdictions franchises and hereditaments of what- 
ever kind nature or sort they may be for themselves and their succes- 
sors in fee and perpetuity or for term of life lives or years or any 
other way And also goods and chattels and every otiier things of 
whatever kind nature or species they may be And also to give grant 
let alien assign and dispose of lands tenements and hereditaments 
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goods and chattels and doing* and executing all and every other deeds 
and things by the name aforesaid And that by the said name of the 
Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the borough of Plympton Earl in 
the said county of Devon they may and shall be able to sue or be sued 
to answer or be answered to defend or be defended in any courts and 
places and before any judge and justices and other persons and 
officers of ours our heirs and successors in all our every actions pleas 
suits plaints causes matters and demands whatsoever of whatsoever 
kind nature or species in the same manner and form as our other 
litges of this our kingdom of England persons able and knowing in 
the law or any other corporate and politic body within our kingdom 
of England may and can hold purchase receive possess enjoy retain 
give grant let alien assign and dispose sue or be sued answer or be 
answered defend or be defended make permit or execute And that 
the aforesaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the borough aforesaid 
and their successors have for ever a common seal to be kept for doing 
any their affairs and businesses whatsoever And that it may and 
shall be lawful for the said Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses and their 
successors to break change or make anew that seal at their pleasure 
from time to time as shall seem to them to be best And further We 
out of our special favour and from our certain knowledge and mere 
motion will and by these presents for us our heirs and successors do 
ordain that for ever hereafter there may and shall be within the 
borough aforesaid one of the more worthy and discreet aldermen of 
the borough aforesaid to be elected in the manner hereafter mentioned 
in these presents who shall be and shall be named Mayor of the 
Borough aforesaid And for the better execution and despatch of our 
pleasure in this part we have appointed named constituted and made 
and by these presents for us our heirs and successors do appoint name 
constitute make and confirm our beloved John Horseman Gentleman 
to hold and to be the first and modern Mayor of the Borough afore- 
said willing that the said John Horseman shall be and continue in the 
office of Mayor of the said Borough from giving of these presents to 
the next monday after the Feast of Saint Michael the Archangel next 
to come and from the same day until some other Burgess of the 
Borough aforesaid shall be elected chosen and sworn in due manner 
into that office if the said John Horseman shall live so long And 
further, We will and by these presents for us our heirs and succes* 
sors out of our more abundant special favor and from our certain 
knowledge and mere motion We ordain and grant that for ever here- 
after there may and shall be within the borough aforesaid one worthy 
and discreet Burgess of the borough aforesaid to be elected in the 
manner hereafter mentioned in these presents who shall be and shall 
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be named Bailiff of the borough aforesaid And for the better execu- 
tion and despatch of our pleasure in this part We have appointed 
named constituted and made and confirmed our beloved Andrew 
Davys Gentleman to hold and to be the first and modem Bailiff of 
the said borough willing that the said Andrew Davys shall be and 
continue in the office of Bailiff of the said Borough from the giving of 
these presents until the first monday next after the Feast of Saint 
Michael the Archangel next to come and from the same day until 
some other Burgess of the borough aforesaid shall be elected chosen 
and sworn in due form into that office if the said Andrew Davys shall 
live so long And further We will and by these presents and of our 
more abundant grace and from our certain knowledge and mere 
motion for us our heirs and successors We do ordain and grant to 
the foresaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid 
and their successors thereof for ever hereafter there may and shall be 
in the Borough aforesaid nine men of the better and more worthy 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid to be elected in the manner here- 
after mentioned in these presents who shall be and shall be called 
Aldermen and Principal Burgesses or common counsellors of the said 
Borough whereof We will have the mayor of the borough aforesaid 
for the time being to be one which nine Aldermen and Principal Bur- 
gesses or Common Counsellors may and shall be and shall be called 
for ever in all times to come the Common Council of the borough 
aforesaid for all things matters causes and businesses touching or 
concerning the foresaid Borough and the good order state disposition 
and government of the same and that the foresaid Aldermen and 
Principal Burgesses or common Counsellors of the borough aforesaid 
so to be named as directed shall respectively continue in the said 
office as long as they shall behave themselves well We have 
appointed also and by these presents for us our heirs and successors 
We do appoint name constitute make and confirm our Beloved the 
foresaid John Horseman, Antony Ham, Courtenay Croker Esq', John 
Copleston Esq', Edward Fortescue Esq', John Martin, Gentleman^ 
John Tozer, Nicholas Sparke, and John Sparke to hold and to be the 
first and modern Aldermen and principal Burgesses or common 
Council of the borough aforesaid to be continued in the said offices 
respectively as long as they shall behave themselves well And further 
We will and by these presents for us our Heirs and successors do 
grant to the aforesaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesud and their successors that the Mayor of the borough afore- 
said for the time being and the aforesaid Aldermen and Principal 
Burgesses or common Council of the Borough aforesaid for the time 
being or the greater part of them may and shall have power and 
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authority from time to time in all future times yearly and every year 
for ever on the Feast of S* Maurice to assemble in the Council 
House of the said Borough or in any other convenient place within 
the borough aforesaid And that the ssud Mayor Aldermen and 
Principal Burgesses assembled so as directed or the major part of 
them may and shall be able then and there to nominate and appoint 
two persons out of the number of the Aldermen and Capital Bur- 
gesses of the said Borough before the other Burgesses of that 
borough then and there with that intention present that the major 
part of them may chose and may and shall be able to chose one of 
these two Principal Burgesses so nominated and appointed to the 
office of Mayor of the ssud Borough of Plympton Earl and to hold 
and to be mayor of the said borough for one whole year to begin on 
the monday next after the Feast of S* Michael the Archangel then 
next following such nomination and election And that he after that 
he shall be so nominated and elected as directed into the Mayoralty 
of the borough aforesaid and before he is admitted to that office shall 
take a corporal oath before the last Mayor his predecessor for the 
time being and his Deputy and in the presence of three other Principal 
Burgesses or Counsellors of the Borough aforesaid for the time being 
to execute that office rightly honestly and faithfully in all things touch- 
ing that office likewise all the rest of the oaths in that part provided 
by the laws and statutes of this Kingdom of England. And that 
after he has taken such oaths He may and shall be able to execute 
the office of Mayor of the borough aforesaid for one whole year thence 
next following And moreover We will and by these presents for us 
our Heirs and successors We do grant to the foresaid Mayor Bailiff 
and Burgesses of the borough aforesaid and their successors that if 
it shall happen that the Mayor of the borough aforessud shall die or 
be removed from his office any time within a year after that he is 
elected and sworn as directed to the office of Mayor of the borough 
aforesaid that then and as often it may and shall be lawful to tike 
aforesaid Bailiff and capital Burgesses or Common counsellors of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being or the major part of them at a 
convenient time after the death or removal of any mayor of the same 
borough from time to time to meet assemble in tiie aforesaid Coundl 
House of the said Borough or in any other convenient place within 
the said Borough And that there they may and shall be able to 
nominate and appoint two Aldermen and Principal Burgesses for the 
time being of the said Borough before other Burgesses of that 
Borough then and there present, with that intention that the major 
part of them may elect and may and shall be able to elect one of 
those two Principal Burgesses so nominated and appointed to the 
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office of Mayor of the ssud Borough of Plympton Earl to hold and to 
be Mayor of the borough aforesaid And that he so elected and 
chosen into the office of Mayor of the borough aforesaid shall hold 
and exercise that office during the remainder of the same year having 
first taken a corporal oath in the form aforesaid and also all the rest 
of the oaths in that case provided by the Laws and Statutes of our 
Kingdom of England and so from time to time as often as the case 
shall so happen And further We will and by these presents for us 
our heirs and successors do grant to the foresaid Mayor Bailiff and 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their successors that the 
Mayor and Principal Burgesses or common Council of the borough 
aforesaid for the time being or the major part of them from time to 
time in all times for the future may and shall have power and 
authority yearly and every year to elect and nominate on Monday 
next after the Feast of S* Maurice and that they may and shall be 
able to elect and nominate one of the Burgesses of the borough 
aforesaid who shall be Bailiff of the borough aforesaid for one whole 
year next following And that after he is elected and nominated as so 
directed into the Bailiffship of the borough aforesaid before he is 
admitted to execute that office he shall take a corporal oath on the 
said Monday next after the Feast of S* Michael next following the 
election and nomination aforesaid before the Mayor and the last 
Bailiff his Predecessor for the time being and in the presence of four 
other Principal Burgesses or Counsellors of the borough aforesaid for 
the time being to execute that office rightly honestly and faithfully in 
all things respecting that office likewise all the rest of the oaths in 
that case provided by the laws and statutes of our Kingdom of 
England and that after such oaths so taken he may shall and be able 
to execute the office of Bailiff of the borough aforesaid for one whole 
year thence next following And moreover we will and by these 
presents for us our Heirs and successors do grant to the foresaid 
Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the borough aforesaid and their suc- 
cessors that if it shall happen that the Bailiff of the borough afore- 
said shall die or be removed from his office any time within one year 
after he is chosen and sworn as directed into the office of Bailiff of 
the borough aforesaid that then and as often it may and shall be 
rightly lawful for the said Mayor and Aldermen or Principal Bur- 
gesses or Counsellors of the common Council of the borough afore- 
said for the time being or the major part of them to elect and appoint 
another of the Burgesses into the office of Bailiff of the borough 
aforesaid And that he so elected and appointed into the office of 
Bailiff of the borough aforesaid shall hold and exercise that office 
during the remainder of the same year, having first taken a corporal 
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oath and also the oaths aforesaid in the form aforesaid and so from 
time to time as often as the case shall so happen And further We 
will that whenever it shall happen that any one or any of the fore- 
said nine Aldermen or Principal Burgesses or Counsellors of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being shall die or be removed from his 
place of Alderman or Principal Burgess or Counsellor of the borough 
aforesaid for any reasonable cause (which Alderman or Principal 
Burgess or Counsellor of that borough We will to be removable 
when they do not behave themselves well in their offices by the Mayor 
of that borough and the major part of the Burgesses of the said 
borough) that then and as often it may and shall be fitly lawful for the 
Mayor and other Principal Burgesses or Counsellors of the borough 
aforesaid then surviving or remaining or the major part of them to 
elect nominate and appoint others or several others of the Burgesses 
aforesaid in the place or places of that or those Aldermen or Principal 
Burgesses or Counsellors so dead or removed to fill up the foresaid 
number of nine Principal Burgesses of that Borough and that he or 
they so elected and appointed having taken a corporal oath and all 
the oaths aforesaid before the Mayor and other Principal Burgesses 
of the borough aforessud or the major part of them to execute that 
office (honestly and faithfully) shall be of the number aforesaid of 
nine Aldermen or Principal Burgesses or Counsellors of the borough 
aforesaid And this from time to time as often as the case shall so 
happen We will also and by these presents do Grant to the foresaid 
Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses and their successors for us our heirs 
and successors that there may and shall be in the said Borough from 
time to time one worthy and discreet man learned in the laws of 
England who shall be called and shall be Recorder of the said 
borough for doing and executing all and every thing which belong or 
should belong to the office of Recorder within the said Borough And 
that there may and shall be forever in the said borough from time to 
time two officers called Serjeants of the mace for the execution of 
precepts mandates attachments and other processes in the said 
borough to be directed to them by the Mayor or officers of the said 
borough as the case may demand require or be necessary As also 
We have appointed named made and ordained and by these presents 
do appoint name ordain and confirm George Treby Knight our Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas to hold and to be the first and modern 
Recorder of the said borough to hold and exercise the said office of 
Recorder of the said borough as long as he shall behave himself well 
by himself or his deputy or his deputies and to do and execute all 
these things which belong or should belong to the office of Recorder 
of the Borough aforesaid And We will and by these presents out of 
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our more abundant favour for us our heirs and successors do ordain 
and grant to the aforesaid Mayor or Bailiff and Burgesses and their 
successors for ever that it may and shall be lawful for the said Mayor 
Bailiff and Burgesses and their successors to have retain and 
appoint some council house within the borough aforesaid And that 
the said Mayor and other Principal Burgesses of the Borough afore- 
said or the major part of them for the time being may freely and law- 
fully meet together and assemble as often as it shall seem to them fit 
and necessary and hold within the said house a certain court or 
assembly of the said Mayor and other Principal Burgesses or Coun- 
sellors of the said Borough and common Council or the major part 
of them in all times to come and in the said court or assembly they 
may and shall be able to treat confer consult provide and determine 
about statutes articles and decrees respecting and concerning the 
borough aforesaid and the good order and government of the said 
borough according to their sound discretions or the sound discretion 
of the major part of them And further out of our abundant special 
grace We will and by these presents for us our heirs and successors 
do grant to the aforesaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid and their successors that the Mayor and common council of 
the borough aforesaid for the time being or the major part of them 
may have and by these presents shall have full power authority and 
leave to enact constitute ordsun make and establish from time to time 
such and such kind of laws statutes ordinances and constitutions which 
and as shall seem to them or the major part of them to be good 
useful wholesome fit and necessary according to their sound discre- 
tions for the good order and government of the Mayor Bailiff and 
Principal Burgesses of that Borough and all and every other Bur- 
gesses officers ministers artificers inhabitants and residents whatso- 
ever of the Borough aforesaid for the time being and for proclaiming 
in what manner and order the said Mayor Bailiff Principal Burgesses 
and all and every other officers ministers burgesses artificers inhabit- 
ants and residents of the borough aforesaid shall behave carry and 
employ themselves in their offices functions services trades and busi- 
nesses within the borough aforesaid and liberties of the same for the 
time being for the further public good common ability and good 
government of the borough aforesaid and victualling of the said 
borough and also for the better preservation administration disposi- 
tion leasing and releasing of lands tenements possessions revenues 
hereditaments given granted or assigned or hereafter to be given 
granted or assigned to the foresaid Mayor Bailiff Burgesses and their 
successors and other things and matters whatever touching and con- 
cerning the Borough aforesaid or the statutes laws and interest of 
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the said Borough in any shape And that the Mayor and common 
Council of the Borough aforesaid for the time being or the major 
part of them as often as they shall each make ordain or establish 
such kind of laws institutions decrees ordinances and constitutions in 
the form aforesaid they may and shall be able to make ordain limit 
and provide such kind and such pains punishments and penalties by 
fines amercements or by both of them against and upon all delin- 
quents against such laws institutions decrees ordinances and consti- 
tutions or any one of them as and which shall seem best to the said 
Mayor and common Council for the time being or the major part of 
them to be necessary fit and requisite for the observation of the said 
laws ordinances and constitutions and that they may and shall be 
able to levy and have the said fines and amercements for the service 
and use of the foresaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the borough 
aforesaid and their successors without our hindrance or of our heirs 
and successors or of any one or any of our officers or ministers of 
those of our heirs and successors and without giving any account 
therefore to us our heirs or successors and every which laws ordi- 
nances decrees and constitutions so as directed to be made We will 
to be observed under the penalties therein contained yet so that the 
laws ordinances institutions fines and amerciament of this kind be 
reasonable and all not repugnant nor contrary to the Laws statutes 
customs or edicts of our Kingdom of England And further we will 
and by these presents for us our Heirs and successors do grant to the 
foresaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the said Borough of Plympton 
Earl and their successors that whenever and as often as it shall 
happen that the Recorder of the said borough for the time being 
shall die or be removed from his office of Recorder of the said 
Borough for any reasonable cause that then and so often it may be 
rightly lawful for the Mayor and Principal Burgesses of the Borough 
for the time being or the major part of the Principal Burgesses for 
the time being from time to time when and whensoever it shall please 
them to meet in the said House or elsewhere in a convenient place at 
their discretion within the said Borough within one year next follow- 
ing the death or removal of the said Recorder and there to nominate 
and elect one other fit person and a worthy man to hold and to be 
Recorder of the said Borough for the remainder of the time and so 
long as shall seem expedient to the Mayor and Principal Burgesses 
of the said Borough for the time being or the major part of them 
And that every person so nominated and elected or to be nominated 
and elected to the office of Recorder of the said Borough shall take a 
corporal oath before the Mayor of that borough for the time being to 
discharge do and execute well and faithfully Justice and all other 
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things which belong to the office of Recorder of that borough which 
Recorder so elected and sworn shall be and shall continue in the said 
office of Recorder in the manner and form aforesaid We will also 
and by these presents for us our Heirs and successors do grant to the 
foresaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses and thdr successors that the 
Mayor of the said Borough for the time being from time to time 
whenever he pleases shall nominate elect and appoint two honest and 
fit persons to hold and to be Serjeants of the Mace of the said 
Borough of Plympton Earl as long as the ssud Mayor shall be in his 
office or as long as he shall please for proclaiming arresting and 
executing of processes and for doing discharging and executing 
other things respecting and concerning the office of Serjeant of the 
Mace within the said Borough of Plympton Earl and limits bounds 
and precincts thereof in the same manner and form as the Serjeants 
of Mace in our City of Exeter do and execute and that the said 
Serjeants of the Mace so nominated constituted and elected may and 
shall be able to carry these Maces either or both of them one Mace 
ingraven with our Arms within the limits bounds and precincts of the 
said Borough during the time that both of them or either of them 
shall be in their or his office and that any person so nominated con- 
stituted and elected or to be nominated and elected to the office of 
Serjeant of the Mace shall take a corporal oath before the Mayor 
of the said Borough for the time being to discharge and execute well 
and faithfully his office of Serjeant of the Mace And farther we will 
and grant for us our Heirs and successors to the foresaid Mayor 
Bailiff and Burgesses of the said Borough and their successors that 
they may and shall have within the said Borough and bounds and 
liberties thereof an assize and assay of bread wine and beef and other 
victuals likewise of weights and measures whatsoever and the 
amendment and correction thereof and all other things which relate 
or belong to the office of Clerk of the Market of our Household or 
of our heirs together with the punishment and correction thereof and 
to do or discharge every thing which belongs to that office as often as 
and when it shall be expedient and necessary and that they may and 
shall have all the fines Redemptions and amerciaments and all the 
other perquisites thence arising for the use and benefit of the com 
munity of the said borough in such and such kind of manner and 
form as has been used and accustomed in times past And we will 
and by these presents for us our heirs and successors do grant to the 
foresaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the said Borough and their 
successors for ever that they and their successors may have hold and 
keep and may and shall be able to have hold and keep in the Borough 
aforesaid yearly for ever one Market on the Saturday every week and 
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six Fairs or Markets to be held and kept there 3rearly every year 
(viz.) Two Fairs or Markets by prescription from ancient times from 
time inmiemorial and two other Fairs or Markets by the Charter and 
Letters patent of Lady Elizabeth late Queen of England of famous 
memory and two other Fairs or Markets by these our Letters patent 
We have graciously granted and by these presents for us our Heirs 
and successors do grant to the said Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of 
the borough aforesaid and their successors to hold and to keep 
for ever yearly every year within the Borough aforesaid viz. one of 
the said two Fairs last mentioned to begin the first day of August 
unless that day happen to be the Lord*s-day and in such case to 
begin the second day of August and from thence to continue for the 
space of three days thence next following and the other of the said 
two Fairs to begin the thirteenth day of February unless that day 
happen to be the Lord*s-day and in such case to begin the fourteenth 
day of February and from thence to continue for the space of three 
days thence next following which six Fairs or Markets the said 
Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the borough aforesaid and their suc- 
cessors forever may hold and keep and may and shall be able to hold 
and keep within the Borough aforesaid and also the foresaid Market 
together with a Pye-Powder Court to be held there in the time of 
these Fairs Markets and affairs belonging to the Market together 
with all the Liberties Toll Custom and free customs belonging to 
such kind of Court Fair and Market together with Tollage Stallage 
Piccage fines amerciaments and all other profits perquisites and 
Emoluments whatsoever issuing happening arising or attending such 
a Market Fair or Market and Pye-powder-Court and with all other 
free customs and liberties belonging and accompanying such kind of 
Market Fair or Market and Pye-powder-Court yet so that the fore- 
said Market Fair or Market be not to the damage of other neigh* 
bouring Market Fairs or Markets near adjacent And further we will 
and by the presents for us our heirs and successors do Grant that the 
Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time being shall be 
Clerk of the Market within the borough aforesaid and discharge that 
office by himself or by his sufficient Deputy or Deputies And we have 
likewise granted and by these presents for us our heirs and succes- 
sors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses and their 
successors that the Mayor and Recorder of the said Borough and 
either of them for the time being during the time that they may or 
shall be in the office aforesaid Likewise any Mayor of the said 
Borough for and during one year after that he hath retired from the 
office of mayoralty of the said borough may and shall be our Justices 
and of our heirs and successors for preserving the peace in the said 
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Borough liberties and precincts thereof and for maintaining and cor- 
recting the Statutes concerning artificers labourers weights and 
measures within the Borough aforesaid suburbs liberties and pre- 
cincts thereof and causing them to be maintained and corrected and 
that the Mayor and Recorder and the other Justices of the peace 
within the Borough aforesaid for the time being or any two of them 
whereof we will the Mayor or Recorder or their Deputies to be one 
shall have full power and authority to inquire about whatever trans- 
gressions misprisions and other inferior crimes faults and articles 
done caused or committed within the Borough aforesaid suburbs pre- 
cincts and liberties of the same just as before the Keeper and justice 
of the peace in any county of our Kingdom of England by the Laws 
and Statutes of the said Kingdom as justice of the peace may and 
ought to be inquired yet so that they do not hereafter in any shape 
proceed to the determination of any discovery of murder or felony or 
any other matter touching loss of life or members within the borough 
aforesaid liberties and precincts thereof without our special commis- 
sion or of our heirs and successors and that the common Clerk of 
the borough aforesaid for the time being may and shall be for ever 
hereafter Clerk of our peace and of our heirs and successors within 
the Borough aforessud suburbs liberties and precincts of the said 
Borough and also that he may and shall be our Coroner and of our 
heirs and successors within the Borough aforesaid suburbs liberties 
and precincts of the said Borough to do execute all and every thing 
which belongs to the discharge of the office of Coroner witiiin the 
Borough aforesaid and that the Mayor and Recorder of the Borough 
aforesaid and their successors and the other justices of our peace of 
the Borough aforesaid for the time being that whatever felons robbers 
or other malefactors are found within the Borough aforesaid suburbs 
and precincts thereof they may and shall be able to take and arrest 
them by themselves or a Bailiff or Officer or their deputies appointed 
in the borough aforesaid and carry or send them according to the 
laws of our Kingdom of England even to the common goal of our 
County of Devon there to remain and be kept safe till they be re- 
leased by due process of law And we have appointed and by the 
presents for us our heirs and successors do appoint nominate consti- 
tute and make our beloved John Treby Gentieman to hold and to be 
common Clerk of the said borough to hold and discharge the said 
office of common Qerk as long as he shall behave himself well More- 
over we have granted and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do grant to the foresaid Mayor Bailiff and Bui^^ses of 
the said Borough of Plympton Earl that no foreigner shall sell or 
cause to be sold any merchandize or goods within the Borough afore* 
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said liberties or precincts of the same but only in the time of the 
Market or Fair to be held and kept in the said Borough under pain 
of forfeiture of all such merchandize and goods so sold or to be sold 
in the said borough as has been used and accustomed heretofore in 
the said Borough and in no other way or manner and that no 
foreigner or any other person whatsoever shall buy or sell any mer- 
chandizes victuals or goods whatever coming or brought to the 
Borough aforesaid before that the said merchandize victuals or goods 
are brought to the Borough aforesaid and there exposed and placed 
in some public and usual places buying or selling such sort of mer- 
chandize victuals or goods as heretofore in times past has been used 
and accustomed in the said Borough We will likewise and by the 
presents for us our heirs and successors do grant as much as in us 
lies to 'the aforesaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid and their successors that our said borough of Plympton 
Earl circuit precincts compass liberties franchises and jurisdictions 
thereof may extend and may and shall extend through lands waters 
sea to such and such like ancient marks bounds wards and places of 
the Borough aforesaid as well in length as breadth to such circuit 
and precincts and such as the foresaid Borough of Plympton Earl 
and circuit precincts and jurisdiction thereof heretofore of right 
extended themselves and were limited marked known or described 
and no otherwise and further for us our heirs and successors as much 
as we can we give and grant to the foresaid Mayor Bailiff and Bur- 
gesses of the Borough aforesaid and their successors thit it may 
and shall be rightly lawful for the foresaid Mayor Bailiff and Bur- 
gesses of the said Borough and their successors to take a walk or 
walks round these for obtaining a true and better knowledge thereof 
as often as they shall please or shall seem to them necessary and this 
without obtaining or suing for any warrant therefore from us our 
heirs or successors in this case in any shape And we will and by the 
presents for us our heirs and successors do grant to the said Mayor 
Bailiff and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their successors 
that they and their successors forever hereafter may have and hold 
and may and shall be able to have and hold within the Borough 
aforesaid a Court of Record every Monday in every week through 
the year before the Mayor or Deputy of the Mayor of the Borough 
aforesaid and that in that Court may be tried by action to be preferred 
in the same Court all and all kind of pleas actions suits and per- 
sonal demands concerning any kind of personal transgressions by 
force and arms or concerning any other kind of transgressions done 
caused arising conunitted or perpetrated or hereafter to be done 
caused committed or perpetrated within the Borough aforesaid 
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suburbs liberties and precincts thereof and concerning all and all sort 
of debts pleas upon a writ frauds accounts debts conventions deten- 
tion of charters writings and muniments and chattels caption and 
detention of cattle and chattels and all other contracts whatsoever 
arising or that for the future may arise or happen from whatsoever 
causes or things within the Borough aforesaid suburbs liberties and 
precincts thereof although these trespasses debts accompts conven- 
tions deceits detentions or other contracts may reach or exceed the 
sum or value of Forty Shillings and that such pleas plaints suits and 
actions shall be there heard and determined before the said Mayor or 
Deputy of the Mayor by such and such like processes means and 
ways according to the law and custom of our Kingdom of England 
which and as has been conformed to these laws and as in time past 
has been used and accustomed in the said borough and no otherwise 
nor in any other manner Moreover we grant for us our heirs and 
successors to the foressud Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the borough 
and their successors that the foresaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses 
and their successors may hold and keep within the Borough afore- 
said and suburbs and precincts thereof hereafter forever a View of 
Frankpledge on all the Burgesses inhabitants and Residents within 
the Borough aforesaid and suburbs and liberties thereof twice a year 
to be held in the Guild-hall of the Borough aforesaid on the same 
days and times as is conformable to the laws and statutes of our 
Kingdom of England and as often and doing every thing which 
belongs to View of Frankpledge in as ample a manner and form as 
has been heretofore used and accustomed in the Borough aforesaid 
And further we will and by the presents for us our heirs and succes- 
sors do declare that it may and shall be rightly lawful for the Mayor 
of the Borough aforesaid for the time being if the case of sickness 
or necessary and reasonable absence of the said Mayor should 
require it from time to time to nominate make and constitute one of 
the Capital Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid to act and to be his 
Deputy of that Mayor for such time or times as the said Mayor shall 
happen to be so sick and necessarily absent and that in like manner 
it may and shall be rightiy lawful for the Recorder of the Borough 
aforesaid for the time being if the case should require it from time to 
time to nominate make and constitute one other sufficient and dis- 
creet man skilled in the Laws of England to act and to be Deputy of 
that Recorder during the time or times of the sickness or absence of 
the Recorder and that such Deputy of the Mayor and Deputy of the 
Recorder so made nominated and constituted may and shall be our 
Justices for preserving the peace within the Borough aforesaid and 
shall have such like and such power and authority as the Mayor 
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and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid for the time being by virtue 
of these our Letters patent (if they were present) or by any other 
l^al way may and can execute which Deputies before they are 
admitted to the execution of their office and first shall respectively 
take a corporal oath before the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for 
the time being to execute their offices well and faithfully and shall 
respectively take all the rest of the oaths in that case provided by 
the laws and statutes of this our Kingdom of England And further 
out of our more ample special grace and from our certain knowledge 
and mere motion for us our heirs and successors We Grant and con- 
firm to the foresaid Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid and their Successors all and all kind of lawful liberties 
privil^es franchises inununities exemptions markets fairs or markets 
jurisdictions likewise all and every the same and such lands tenements 
and hereditaments customs liberdes privileges franchises immunities 
acquittances exemptions and jurisdictions which heretofore the Mayor 
Bailiff and Burgesses of the foresaid Borough of Plympton Earl or 
the Bailiff and Burgesses or Inhabitants of the Borough or Burgesses 
or inhabitants of the Borough of Plympton Earl aforesaid or any or 
any one of them by whatever name or names or by whatever incor- 
poration or pretence of any sort of incorporation they have here- 
tofore had held used and enjoyed or ought to have had held 
used or enjoyed or that has been held used or enjoyed or 
should or ought to be by them and their successors for ever by 
hereditary statutes by reason or pretext of any charters or Letters 
patent any wise heretofore made confirmed or granted by us or by 
any of our progenitors or predecessors or by any other person or 
persons whatsoever or by any other legal way act or custom usage 
prescription or title heretofore lawfully used practised and accus- 
tomed to hold of us our heirs and successors by payment of 
rent service and customs formerly therefore due and accustomed 
to be delivered and paid therefore yearly for us our heirs and 
successors to the receiver of our Exchequer at Westminster and of 
our heirs and successors or into the hands of the Bailiff or Receivers 
of our heirs and successors for that purpose for the time being all 
and all kind such such kind and such like payment solutions and 
sums of money and demands whatsoever as much and as great as 
heretofore has been delivered or paid or ought by law and has been 
accustomed to be delivered or paid for the premises to us or our pro- 
genitors or predecessors Wherefore we will and order it to be strictly 
obeyed for us our heirs and successors that the foressud Mayor 
Bailiff and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their successors 
may have hold use and enjoy and may and shall be able fully to have 



Digitized 



by Google 



MUNICIPAL HISTORY 151 

hold use and enjoy for ever all liberties authorities jurisdictions fran- 
chises markets fairs or markets and acquittances aforesaid according 
to the tenor and effect of these our Letters patent without our hin- 
drance or impediment or of our heirs or successors justices sheriffs or 
other bailiffs or ministers of ours and of our heirs and successors 
whatsoever being unwilling that the said Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses 
and men of the Borough aforesaid or that any or any one of them or 
any of the Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid by reason of the pre- 
mises or any one of them should be therefore by us or by our heirs 
and successors justices sheriffs escheators or other bailiffs or minis- 
ters of ours or of our heirs and successors whosoever distressed 
molested vexed or grieved or in the least distressed molested vexed 
or grieved or disturbed willing and by the presents conunanding and 
ordering both our Treasurers Chancellors and Barons of our Ex- 
chequer at Westminster and other Justices of ours and our heirs and 
successors and our Attorney and Solicitors General for the time being 
and either of them and all our other officers ministers whosoever that 
ndther they nor any nor any one of them do prosecute or continue or 
make or cause to be prosecuted or continued or any one of them shall 
make or cause any writ or summons by quo warranto to or any writ 
or writs of ours or processes whatsoever against the Mayor Bailiff 
and Burgesses or men or inhabitants of the Borough aforesaid or any 
or any one of them for any causes things matters offences claims or 
usurpations or any one of them by them or any of them done claimed 
attempted practised committed or usurped before the day of making 
the presents willing also that the said Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses 
and men of that Borough or any of them be in no wise molested or 
hindered by any one or any of our justices officers or ministers afore- 
said in or for any debt use claim or abuse other liberties franchises or 
jurisdiction within the Borough aforesaid suburbs and precincts 
thereof before the day of making these Letters patent or be compelled 
to answer for them or any one of them. 

'^ In testimony of which Witnesses the King and Queen at West- 
minster loth of February 1692. 

"By Writ of Privy Seal." 

This charter differs very little from the former one of Eliza- 
beth. Like its predecessor, it constitutes the borough of 
Plympton a free and incorporate borough, under the title of 
the Mayor, Bailiff, and Burgesses of the Borough of Plymp- 
ton Earl. It gives the usual powers to sue and to be sued, it 
is to have a common seal, a mayor — ^John Horsman to be 
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first and modern mayor — a bailiff — Andrew Davys being the 
first — and nine aldermen, ''of the better and more worthy 
burgesses," to be called aldermen and principal burgesses, 
or common councillors, to continue in ofiice so long as they 
should behave themselves well, the mayor to be elected 
on the feast of St. Maurice yearly from the aldermen, the 
bailiff to be elected on the Monday after the feast of 
St. Maurice. 

Beyond these there was to be a recorder, the first being 
''George Treby knight our Chief Justice of the Common 
Pleas," and two serjeants-at-mace, a common clerk or town 
clerk, and coroner, John Treby being the first ; the Saturday 
market was to be continued, six fairs might be held instead 
of four; the Pie Powder Court, Court of Record, and 
View of Frankpledge were to be continued, and all the 
former franchises and privileges of the borough were con- 
firmed. 

The limits of the borough comprised the whole of the 
ecclesiastical parish of Plympton St. Maurice, but it extended 
into the adjoining parish of Plympton St. Mary, as well as 
into some other lands then extra parochial. The earliest 
Perambulation we have found is that of 1729, which is as 
follows : — 

^^ Borough of \ On a View this day had and made of the Liber- 
Plympton £arle.J tits Franchises Meets Boundaries, and Priviledges 
of and belonging to the Mayor and Comonalty of Plympton Earle 
aforesaid by us whose Names are hereunto subscribed Say that their 
Right is from the Guildhall of the said Burrough to Underwood 
before a Window (formerly railed in) of a certain House where Roger 
Blake lives, and from thence to Abel Croads's Window in Underwood 
afores^ and from thence to Merryfield Green, and so down thro' 
Blaxton Court and from thence to Cold Harbour and so down the 
River opposite to Princes Rock and so up the Southside of the River 
to Blaxton pool and from thence to Coale house and so to Darkstreet 
and so up thro* Ridgeway to Crana Castle and down a little Lane 
(now fenced in called the Hand field) so away to Cherry park Lane 
and from thence round Walverwood to Whita Cross and from thence 
down the Back lanes to Plympton Alms house. 

"This 29 July Anno 3*"* Georgii 2^* Annoq Dom 1729, 
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CI Ypa Woolcombe Mayor Edmond Monish 

Geo: Treby ^ John Cowling 

€reo: Treby j-Aldermen Richard Hambl3m 

Jno® Waddon j Roger Lang* 

Jewell Sparke Rich* Morrish 

John Horsman Jun' James Brooking 

Arthur Horsman Rich<^ Churchstile 

John Batting Inhabitant Elisha Luscombe Jun' 

Tho: Edwards Jun' Inhabitant W« Stert." 

The nexty a few years later, is more full, and gives more 
precise information as to the limits : — 

* ' Devon to wit \ On a View this day had and made of the Liberties 
Borough of !- Franchises Meets Bounds and Privileges of and 
Plympton Earle.) belonging to the Mayor Bailiffe and Burgesses of 
the said Borough by us whose names are hereunto subscribed We 
say that their Right is from the Guildhall of the said Borough West- 
ward to a Plot or Piece of Ground where was formerly an Almshouse 
of and belonging to the said Borough And from thence through a 
Lane called Darkstreet into a Village called Ridgeway And from 
thence up the said Village to a Place called Crowna Castle And 
thence round the Comer of a Field called Wainpark And thence 
through a little Field called the Island Field (formerly a Little Lane) 
into a Lane called Chenypark lane And from thence into Waver- 
wood lane and so up that Lane into the Ridge Lane And then turn- 
ing Westward through the said Ridge lane untill we come to a Place 
called Whittacross and from thence to Windmill Cross, and thence 
down the Back Lanes under Dorsmouth Hill Quarry to the Village of 
Underwood unto the Window of a Dwelling house there being the 
lands of William Eveleigh formerly in the Possession of Roger Blake 
and from thence to the Window of another Dwelling house there 
being the lands formerly of William Hele and in Possession of Abel 
Croad and from thence westward through the remaining part of the 
said Village of Underwood to a Place called Merryfield Green and 
from thence directly down a lane and through a Courtlage of and 
belonging to an Estate called Blaxton and from thence down the 
Lands under Saltram wood to a place called Coldharbour and from 
thence down the Lands to a rock called Princes Rock and so up the 
River on the South side thereof as far as Blaxton pool and then to a 
place called Coate and thence through a lane leading backwards 
towards Underwood aforesaid called the Middle lane and so through 
Underwood to the aforesaid Borough of Plympton Earle and this we 
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certify to be the Bounds and Limits of the said Borough Aptness our 
hands 24 July 1759 

'< Geo. Marshall Mayor Rich<> Hamblyn 

G. Treby William Doddridge 

F. Delacombe John Lavers 

Rob^ Palmer Jun' AAnUiam Richards 

Gar^ Langworthy William Eveleigh 

R. Palmer John Treby 

R^ Morrish Bailiffe Roger Lang 

Peter Treby Jonas Murch 

P. H. Ourry John Williams 

Nich" Watts William Anderson 

Rob* Squire Emanuel Bumell." 

The thirdy and I believe the last Perambulation made, is still 
more full. 
** Devon to wit \ On a View this day had and made of the Liberties 

Borough of \ Franchises Meets Bounds and Priviledges of and 
Pfympton Earle] belonging to the Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of 
the said Borough by us whose names are herewith subscribed We 
say that their right is from the Guildhall of the said Borough West- 
ward to a plot or piece of ground on part of which an Almshouse 
formerly stood but now part of the lands belonging to Paul Treby 
Treby Esq** and called or known by the name of Almshouse Meadow 
from thence through a Lane called Dark Street Lane to a village 
called Ridgeway from thence up the said village to a place called 
Crowna Castle then down the road leading to Plympton as far as a 
Style leading into a Field called Wain Park opposite which Style 
into a Field known by the name of the Island Field otherwise Three 
Corners by the Eastern or Higher Hedge of the said Field to a Lane 
called Cherry park Lane from thence into Waver Wood Lane at the 
Head of which we enter Ridge Lane then turning westward through 
the said Ridge Lane until we come to a place called Whita-Cross 
from thence to AA^ndmill Cross from thence down the Back Lane 
under Dartsmouth Hill Quarry to the village of Underwood to a 
Window of a Dwelling House there being the Lands formerly of 
AA^lliam Eveleigh since in the possession of Roger Blake late of 
AA^lliam Toll and now of James Watkins and from thence back again 
to the Window of another dwelling House there being the Land of 
the Representatives of John Hellyer and now a Public House called 
the Plymouth Inn from thence Westward through the remaining part 
of the said village of Underwood keeping close to the left side of the 
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Road to a place called Merrifield Green now a Clump of Trees within 
the Earl of Morley's Lawn and therefore we enter over the Hedge at 
the place where the Lodge Gates formerly stood and go down the 
Lawn keeping all the said Trees on our right hand except Four 
which we leave to the left when we make an angle in order to pre- 
serve the course of the old Road leaving a Well called Blackston 
Well to the Right round a young spreading Oak through two Haw- 
thorns fronting a large Elm Tree then cross the road leading to 
Saltram House near a Sycamore Tree through a small plantation of 
Firs between said Sycamore Tree and an Ash Tree growing near 
to where two Cherry Trees formerly grew leaving the same on the 
left and thence proceeding by the course of the old Road down the 
Sands under Saltram Wood to a place called Coldharbour now the 
Amphitheatre ascending which at the comer and crossing the same 
down the Clift under the said Wood to Saltram Point over the Quay 
lately built there to the place where the meadow Gate formerly was 
placed from the Rocks adjoining the said meadow Gate in a Strait 
line over the Sands of the Lary to a Rock called Prince Rock on the 
opposite side the river and so return up the bed of the river on the 
South side as far as Blackston pool thence to a place called the Cott 
thence to a Lane leading back towards Underwood aforesaid called 
the Middle Lane through Underwood to the Guildhall of the said 
Borough And this we certify to be the Bounds and Limits of the said 
Borough Witness our Hands this sixteenth day of July one thousand 
eigh^ hundred and seventeen. 



''Thomas Edwards, Mayor 
Paul T. Treby, Justice 
John Boger, Aid'' 
Paul Ourry Treby, Aid'' 
Henry Hele Treby 
Joseph Weekes 
George Mursay 
Deeble Boger 
Tho' Anderson 
John Mortimore 
John Rundle 
Daniel Delafield 
John Sendey 
William Wyborn 
W« Haynes 



Silas Maddock 

John Moore 

William Eveleigh, Bailiff 

W« Elford 

Greorge Webb 

Th« Thorn 

Edward Elford 

John Michelmore 

Th" Becket Anderson 

John Holditch 

And^ Walke 

Joseph Pearse 

James Cobley 

Benj. Trickey 

J. H. Luscombe." 
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Questions arose sometimes as to the boundaries of the 
Borough and as to whether certain houses on the line of 
perambulation were within its jurisdiction, as claimed by the 
authorities. 

To sum up the constitution of the governing body of 
Plympton and its officers and powers. As provided by the 
Charter of William and Mary, which, down to the time when 
the election of mayor ceased, was the governing charter, the 
Corporation consisted of a mayor, nine capital burgesses or 
aldermen, and an indefinite number of other burgesses or 
freemen. The officers of the Corporation were a baili£F, a 
recorder, a town clerk, and two serjeants-at-mace. The alder- 
men formed the Common Council of the Borough. The 
mayor was elected on St. Maurice's day, 22 September, by 
the capital burgesses and freemen from one of two capital bur- 
gesses nominated by their own body. He was sworn on the 
Monday after Michaelmas-day. In case of a vacancy occurring 
during the year the baili£F presided at that election. The 
mayor was a justice of the peace of the Borough, and presided 
in the Civil Court, or Court of Record (which, however, was 
never held); in the Borough Quarter Sessions; and at the 
Customary or Fulfilling Court of the Borough. He was clerk 
of the market, and could appoint deputies. 

There were nine capital burgesses, called aldermen, who 
were the Common Council. In case of a vacancy it was filled 
by the mayor, and the surviving of the aldermen, from the 
freemen. They held their office for life, and made by-laws. 
The mayor and deputy-mayor, who were chosen from them, 
continued to act as members of the Common Council, and vote 
in common with the rest The mayor presided at meetings 
of the Common Council, which could not be held without him. 

The free burgesses or freemen were elected by the mayor 
and capital burgesses. No qualification was required. 

The baili£F was elected by the capital burgesses or aldermen, 
or the major part of them, and in practice he was chosen from 
the inferior burgesses or freemen. This was a deviation from 
the original custom, and from the intention of the charters. 
He was elected on the Monday following St. Maurice's day for 
a year, and ought not to remain in office for more than one 
year. He had an ancient salary of £2. 2s. 
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The recorder was elected by the mayor and capital burgesses, 
or the major part of them. The first recorder, as will have 
been noticed, is described in the charter as to be one learned 
in the laws ; but a vacancy in the office is to be filled '' by a fit 
person and worthy man." It was not the practice to appoint a 
barrister. He had the power of appointing a deputy, who 
was required to be a man skilled in the laws, and both the 
recorder and deputy were justices of the Borough. The 
deputy-recorder usually sat at the Quarter Sessions, and acted 
as chairman. The recorder used to suggest the names of two 
aldermen for the choice of the capital burgesses and freemen 
on the election of mayor. Neither the recorder nor deputy- 
recorder received any salary or emolument. 

The following list of the recorders is as complete as we can 
at present make it : — 

Sir John Hele, 1604, named in Charter of Elizabeth. 

Sir Nicholas Slanning, 1640. 

Martin Ryder. 

Sir Peter King — Lard King, C.J. and Lord Chancellor. 

Sir Thomas Trevor, aftermards Lord Trevor. 

Sir George Treby, by charter. Will, and Maty. 

George Treby. 

George Turbill, 1742. 

Richard Baron Edgcumbe, 1759. 

George Lord Edgcumbe, 13 /r^, 1761. Deputies, Charles 
Chamberlayne, John Arscott, 1790. 

Richard Earl Mount Edgcumbe, in room of George Earl of 
Mount Edgcumbe, deceased. Deputy, John Palmer. 

John Boger, died. 

D^eble Boger, resigned 1859. 

The town clerk was coroner and clerk of the peace. He 
used to act as solicitor to the Corporation, and as clerk to the 
magistrates. He received an ancient salary of jf la los. a 
year ; but his other emoluments did not generally amount to 
more than 40s. annually. 
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The following were town clerks and coroners : — 

John Treby {Charter William and Mary). 

William WooUcombe. 

Edward Spark, 1730. 

Robert Palmer. 

John Palmer. 

John Boger. 

John Strode Arscott 

The two serjeants-at^mace were appointed by the mayor. 
They were constables and process-servers, gaolers and mayor's 
officers, and they had a salary of ^^3. 13s. a year each. 

Four constables were appointed by the mayor at the Custom- 
ary Court, but latterly they were reduced to two and paid by 
the parish, and not by the Borough authorities. 

The justices of the peace were the mayor or his deputy, and 
the recorder or his deputy, and the mayor of the preceding 
year, called ''the justice"; and they had, until the difficulties 
to be presently mentioned arose, exclusive jurisdiction within 
the Borough. 

The mayor had, formerly, the power of holding a Civil 
Court, or Court of Record, every Monday in every week. The 
jurisdiction was confined to debts not exceeding 40s., but of 
recent years no Court was held. 

At the same period as the Quarter Sessions, next after the 
election of the mayor, was held an ancient Court called the 
Customary Court, or the Fulfilling Court. The mayor pre- 
sided, the suitors or jury being freemen or inhabitants of the 
Borough. There were no officers of the Court, but the jury 
usually presented certain persons as officers of the Borough ; 
viz. the mayor, under the title of the '' Head and Chief 
Governor of the Town," two ale-tasters, pig-drivers, and a 
scavenger. The jury also presented any change in the owner- 
ship of property within the Borough, in respect of which the 
high rent or Borough rate was paid. This Court and jury 
evidently represented the Manor Court Jury. 

The Quarter Sessions were held at the same period as the 
County Sessions. The jurisdiction of the Court extended 
throughout the Borough. Cognizance was taken of all o£Fences 
usually tried at Quarter Sessions, except such as subjected 
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the o£Fender to the loss of life or member. The jury was 
summoned by the town clerk from the householders, and the 
most respectable of the inhabitants were summoned as a grand 
jury. 

The right of holding a Court of Pie Powder — ^a Court at 
fairs and markets for the settlement of small disputes arising 
between those attending them — ^was given by the last Charter, 
but it was never held. The revenues of the Borough were 
formerly under the care of a receiver, but the town clerk per- 
formed the duties of that office in late years. ^ 

These were the persons by whom, and such were the modes 
in which, the business of the Borough of Plympton was 
carried on from the beginning of the eighteenth century, and 
as an example, showing how things were managed, we give 
the complete minutes of proceedings at the various courts held 
in 1790. 

^^ Borough of ^ At a Court held in the Guildhall of the said 
Plympton Earle, \ Borough on Wednesday the 22 day of September 

23 Sept 1790. j 1790, by and before the Worshipful Richard, Lord 
Viscount Valletort, Mayor. 

** Paul Treby Treby Esq** one of the Aldermen of this Borough 
was duly elected Mayor for the year ensuing to commence on Monday 
next after Michaelmas day." 

''4 Oct 1790. At a Court held in the Guildhall in and for the 
Borough aforesaid on Monday the fourth day of October 1790. By 
and before the Worshipful! Richard Lord Viscount Valletort, Mayor, 
Charles Chamberlayne Esq', Deputy Recorder, Benjamin Hayes, 
Paul Treby Treby, and George Marshall, Esquires, Aldermen. 

''Paul Treby Treby Esquire was sworn Mayor for the year ensuing, 
Richard Lord Viscount Valletort Justice, and William Eveleigh, 
Bailiff, and all of them took the Oaths and made the Declaration 
appointed by the Statute. 

''William Eveleigh the younger and Thomas Edgcumbe were 
sworn in Saijeants at Mace for the year ensuing. 

"John Cawse, Thomas Anderson, Jonathan Toope, George Sendey, 
Greorge Webb and Telemachus Shakespeare Thomas were sworn in 
constables." 

^ See also Municipal Corporations Report, i8j3, pp. 597-602. 
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^^ Borough of ) The Greneral Quarter Sessions of the peace held at 
Plympton Erie. \ the Guildhall ia and for the Borough aforesaid on 
Monday the fourth day of October 1790 By and before the Worship- 
ful Paul Treby Treby, Esquire, Mayor, Richard, Lord Viscount 
Valletort, Justice, and Charles Chamberla3me Esq", Deputy Re- 
corder, three of his Majesty's justices of Borough for and within the 
said Borough. 

"Jury 
" Mr. Joseph Saunders. Mr. Robert Maddock. 

Samuel Trickey. William Readell. 

William Bevis. Thomas Stodert. 

^^^lliam Roseveare. Telemachus Shakespeare Thomas. 

Robert Bryant. John Cawse, Jun'. 

Edward Budge. Thomas Anderson. 

<< We present the Cistern. 

" We present the pavement of the Caws way leading to Wood. 

" Also that the hedges may be cut. 

" We present the pavement before the well at the bottom of this 
Borough. 

" We present the Road and pavement leading from the Church to 
the Greorge Inn Also the Well which wants a new door. 

" We present the pavement before Mr. Thomas' door. 

"Joseph Saunders Foreman. 

" Sessions adjourned to Monday the eleventh instant." 

"II Oct. 1790. At a Court held in the Guildhall of the said 
Borough, on Monday the eleventh day of October 1790, by and 
before the Worshipful Paul Treby Treby Esq', Mayor, the Right 
Honourable Greorge Earl of Mount Edgcimibe, Recorder, Richard 
Lord Viscount Valletort, Justice, Benjamin Hay, and Greorge Mar- 
shall, Esq*^, Aldermen. 

" Paul Treby Treby Esq was sworn Mayor the year ensuing." 

In the palmy days of the borough the holding of these courts 
involved a good deal of eating and drinking, and we have 
some of the accounts — ^which were carefully kept — of the 
expenditure on some of these occasions. They, with the 
account of the feasting at the election of members, to be 
referred to presently, are worth preservation, and we give one 
as a specimen. The borough finances were always small, and 
an account for the year 1761 shows the income at that time. 
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The amount required to balance was, by old custom, provided 
by the mayor and the recorder in equal shares. 

" Edw** Sparke D' for money received in the Mayoralty of M' Edw* 
Deeble : 

14^ of Oct' Reced of the Alehouse keepers for their 

1738 licences . . . . 04 08 00 
18^ Reced of Alice Moore for the profitts of 

Luke's faire . . • • 01 07 09 

i4»hFeb' Reced of d« for the profitts of 

Valentine's faire . • . . 00 11 10 

25^ of March Reced of d^" for the profitts of 

1739 Ladyday Faire . • • . 01 06 08 
3i»* of May Reced of d» for the profitts of 

Holy Thursday faire • . 00 17 07 
24^ of June Reced of d® for the profitts of 

Midsummer faire . . 00 09 08 
I** of Aug* Reced of d^" for the profitts of 

Lamas faire . . . . 00 08 01 

The Town's Rentall amounts in clear money to . 13 18 01 

In the rental does not appear to be included the rent of the 
Mayor's field. Gedge's Close was a field conveyed in 1741 by 
Edward Morris to the Honourable George Treby in trust to 
permit the Mayor of Plympton to receive the rent for his own 
use, and also to permit the surveyors of the highways of the 
parish to take stone from the quarry there for the reparation of 
the ways in Plympton. 

"fConf . . . Cred' 

Paid Alice Moon for her trouble in collecting the Money 

for the Six faires • . ... 

Paid a man for help setting upp the standings at the 

faires • • • • • • 

Paid M' Langworthy on his administering the Sacrament 

to quallifye the Mayor half a guinnea 
for the Certificate and Stamps • ... 

Paid to persons travelling with passes and recommended 

to Charity . . . • • . 

Paid the ringers att the Election swearing and going out 

of the Ma)^' . . ... 

Paid Nellv Hamblyn for dinners and her husbands Sallary 

as Seij^ as p res^ . • . .. 03 04 00 

Paid James Brooking for Dinners and his salary as p res^ 03 12 00 



00 


09 


00 


00 


02 


00 


00 


10 


06 


00 


03 


06 


00 


06 


09 


01 


00 


00 



Digitized 



by Google 



MUNICIPAL HISTORY 



163 



Paid the Bailiffe his fee a Guinnea and for cleaning the 

Hall and Counsell Chamber 8" in all • . . 01 09 cx> 

Paid him more for crying the six faires at 2"/- p faire . 00 12 00 

My fee for drai^mig and ingrossing the Town Rentall . 01 01 00 

Paid the Receiver for collecting the Rents . . . 00 13 04 

A yeares high rent to the Lords of the Mann' of Plym- 

bolme . . • .. 24 02 00 



Pa3rmts 
Res*- 



23:07:08 



Ballance . 13:17:05" 



"Burr* of Plympton. An Ace* of €reo: 

between Michas 1760 & Michas 1761 : 

£ s. 

To Cash pd for Buns and ^^^ne . 

Paid the Ringers . . 

Paid for Five Years rent due from the Cor- 
poration of Plympton to the Dean and 
Chapter of AA^ndsor at Lady 1760 as p' rec^ 

P^ M' Nathan Armstrong for Cloth to make 
the Two Sarj*« Cloaks as p' Bill & rec* . 9 7 

M' Christ* Harris for 9 y^ of Gold Lace for the 
same • • • ••41 

p^ John Cawse for mak^ the Cloaks .013 



Marshall's Disbursm^ 

£ s. 41. £ s, d. 

4 3 7 

100 



6 18 4 



p^ M' Palmer as Town Clerk for making the 
Indenture of Return of Members of Parlia- 
ment at y* last Gen^ Election being the 
Accustomed Fee . ... 

p<> D® for the Sheri£fs Messenger who bro* the 
precept • • ... 

p** D® for the Undersheriff M' Saunderson w*^ 
the Indenture of Return 

p^ the Bailiff his Fee . ... 

«4 ♦!.• Q^«-^o«fc/Nicho Watts 

p*theSer|eants|j^j^Lavers . . . 

p^ John Lavers the Expenses of his Journey to 
Exeter with the Indentures 

p^ Nich* Watts his Sallary as Sarj^ at Mace for 

one 3rear ended at Michas 1760 
p^ John Lavers the like 



10 10 o 



I o 



7 o 



H 



23 8 



13 
13 
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£ *. d. £ *. d, 

p<^ the Bailiff Sallary . . 220 

p^ the Ringers and Expences at the time His 

Majesty was proclaimed • . o 18 6 

p^ M' Rich^ Thomas for one years Land Tax 

Charged on the Land belonging to the Burr<^ 4 16 o 

p^ Sundry passes . 200 

p^ the Town Clerks Sallary 10 10 o 

To Cash p^ the Lords of the Manor for One 

y" Conv»y rent due Michas 1761 beyond the 

Taxes allowed — ^viz. 

To M' Prideaux ^ . . • 9 ^3 ^i 

To M' Parker I . . 7 4 loj 

To M' Rich* Vivian J . .283 



To p* John Lavis for his Horse Hire etc. Ex- 
pences inviting the Gentlemen at the Feast 
etc* • • • • 



19 6 2| 



Ded*— 

By Cash rec* for the Tolsery and profitts of 

Fairs . . . • . 3 13 o 

Rec* the Chief rents of the Burr<^ bey** the 

Charges of Collecting . . 12 19 9 

Rec* for Rent of the Mayors Field .100 

Rec* for 6 Licences . jQio 6 3 

Deds Stamps & paper 6 6 6 

3 19 9 






5 





96 


15 


4i 



My Lords Moiety 
M'Treby'sI>» 



31 13 


6 


75 a 


10 


37 " 
37 " 


5 
5 



£is « 10 



Rec* 3* Jan'' 1763 of Colon* Treby by the 
hands of M' PaUner the Sum of Thirty 
seven pounds Eleven shill" and five pence 
being in full for his Mojety of the above aoc* 37 11 S 

Signed Geo: Marshall." 
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BXPBNSBS OP FEASTS. 

First Sessions 19 April 1784* 



Turbet & pair Soals 

Lobsters & oysters . 

Calve's Head harshed 

Pigeon pie . 

Cheek bacon 

Cheekings 

Sallet 

Sea Cawl 

Brocoli 

Puding 

Tarts 

Partatoes & Spinage 

Pickles 

Cheese 

Butter 

Bread 

Salt Mustard & Vineg' &c 



7 6 Coffie 

2 o Dressing Din' 

3 o Horse Hire . 
3 6 Broken Ware 
3 o Fire 
3 3 Port 

6 Sherry 

I 3 Rum 

1 o Brandy 

2 o Lemons & Sugar 
I 6 Beer & Cyder 

6 Constables . 

6 Serj*«&r\Wne 
I o Serv*« 1 Beer & Cyder 

5 I Horses Hay & Com 

3 o 
I 6 



6 
10 

I 
I 
I 

17 
9 
5 
2 
I 

3 
12 
12 

2 
3 



£^ 9 



Second Sessions 12 July 1784. 



Salmon 

Lobsters 

Green pease 

Pigeon pie 

Pudings 

Tarts 

Cream 

Gard» Ware 

Bread 

Butter 

Cheese 

Sallet 

Mustard Oyl Vineg' &c 

Pickles 

Fruit strawberrys Cherries 

& Currants 
Dressing dinner 
Horse hire • 



6 
6 
o 
6 
o 
o 
6 
6 
o 
o 
o 
6 
6 
6 



2 6 

10 6 

2 o 



Port • . . 10 

Lisbon . . . 2 

Sherry . . . 6 

Brandy 

Beer 

Cyder 

Porter 

Lemons & Sugar 

Bread sent for from Ridge- 
way & gave away . i 

Constables • . .12 

Serj*"&rWine . 2 

Serv** \ Punch . . 7 

Beer • . . 2 

To Constables when weights 



& measures was tried 
Horses hay & Com 



5 
3 



o 
6 
6 
6 

o 
o 



£s I <5 
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Election of Mayor 33 Sef^ 1784. 



Turbet & soals 


• 9 





Horse hire 


• 




. 3 





Lobsters & oysters . 


2 


6 


Char-women 




, 6 





Goose 


. 3 





Port 




15 





Fowles 




. 6 





Sherry 




9 





Rabits 




• 3 


4 


Lisbon 




3 


6 


Ham 




8 


8 


Madeira 




5 





Apple pies 




• 3 





Brandy 




5 





Cream 






6 


Rum 




5 





SaUet 


• . 




6 


Lemons & Sug' 




3 





Flour 




3 


6 


Beer 




I 


8 


Raiz"" & Currants . 


2 





Cyder 




I 





Eg^rs 




6 


Dorch'^ Beer 




I 





Spice & Pickles 


I 


6 


Porter 




I 





Oyl Mustard & Vin^far , 


I 


6 


Serj*« & 1 Wine 
Serv*« J Punch 




7 


6 


Gard* ware 


2 







17 


6 


Butter 


' 7 


6 


Beer & Cyder 




3 





Bread 




. 6 





Beer to old Spikes by 


Mr 






Cheese 




I 





Eveleigh's order . 






8 


Baking 






6 


Beer to Bob Bryant by 


D- 




Fire 




2 





order 






8 


Coffie 




5 


3 


Horse's Hay & Corn 




3 


6 


Broken ware 


2 


6 




^i 


k <9 


0% 


Dressing Din' \ 


[ I 

ing May 4 Oct. I'jS^ 


1 2 


3 


Swore 






Turkeys 


• 7 





Lisbon 


1 


[ 12 


6 


Geese 


• 9 





Madeira 




1 


^ 5 





Fowles 


. 12 





Sherry 






• IS 





Ducks 


. 6 





Rum 






• IS 





Rabits 


. 6 


8 


Brandy 




1 


I 





Hams 


. 18 


8 


Gin 






• IS 





Giblet pies . 


• 5 





Punch 




1 


[ 





Oysters 


2 





Gin Twist 






* 3 





Pig 


• 3 


4 


Lemons & Sug' 




, 10 





Sauce for Venison . 


. 3 


6 


Wine to M' DeUfield 


, 


2 


6 


Apple pies 


• 4 





Wine to parkeeper . 




. 2 


6 


Tarts 


2 


6 


Wine for Sauce 




2 


6 


Cream 


. r 


8 


Coffie 




. 10 


6 


Bacon 


2 


6 


Beer 




• 3 


4 


Gard» Ware 


. 


2 


6 


Cyder 


> 




2 


8 
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Truffels & Morells 




. I 





Forter 


• 




X 


6 


Spice & pickles 




• 3 


6 


Constables . 








Bread 




. ID 





Wine & Funch 




17 


6 


Butter 




I 





Beer 




X 





Cheese 




2 





Cyder 






8 


Flour 




. ID 





Serj*«&rFort 
Serv*^ \ Lisbon 




12 


6 


Raiz"* & Currants 




. 6 







12 


6 


Sug* 




• 3 


6 


Funch 




5 





Eggs 




I 


6 


Gin Twist . 




I 





Sallats 




I 





Beer 




4 





Salt Mustard Oyl &c 


• 3 


6 


Cyder 




2 


6 


Bakeing 




• S 





Dressing Beef stakes 1 


Bread 




Dressing dinner 




2 2 





&c for freemen 




X 


6 


Char Women 




• IS 





Wine 




' 5 





Broken Ware 




• 5 


6 


Forter 




I 


6 


Fire 




• 3 





Brandy 




2 


6 


Horse hire . 


. 3 Horse's Hay & Corn 
2 15 

Sacramf Sunday 10 Oct 1784. 




. 8 





Port 


£*7 13 













Goose 




• 3 





Fire 




X 





Fading 




I 


6 


Fort 






. 12 


6 


Apple pie 




2 





Madeira 






. 10 


6 


Cream 






6 


Forter 






. I 





Gard»Ware 




I 





Beer 








6 


SaUet 






6 


Cyder 








8 


Salt Oyl Mustard &c 


. I 





Wine 






• xo 


8 


Bread 


• 


2 





Beer & Cyder 




I 





Butter 


• 


2 


6 


Horse's Hay & Com 




• 2 


8 


Cheese 
Dressing dinner 


I 
. 5 

Fulfilling Court 11 Oct. l^S^ 


£: 


5 


"^ 








Turkey 




• 3 


6 


Sherry 




. 6 





Oysters 




. I 





Madeira 




• 5 





Rabits 




• 3 


4 


Brandy 




• S 





Fuding 




2 


6 


Rum 




• S 





Apple pie 




. 2 





Lemons & Sug' 




2 





Figeon pie . 




• 3 


6 


Beer 




x 





Cheek Bacon 




2 


8 


Cyder 






8 


Gard» Ware 




I 


6 


Forter 






2 


6 
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Bread 


4 





Broken Ware 


I 


6 


Butter 


5 





Ckmstables. Punch • 


IS 





Cheese 
Cream 
Sallet 


I 




6 
6 


Beer & Cyder 
Wine by M' Eveleighs 
orders 


2 


6 


Oyl Mustard &c 
Pickles 


I 



6 


Serj*-&(Wine 
Serv*« I Beer & Cyder . 


10 

2 






Fire 


I 


6 


To the serv** for the year 






Dressing dinner 
Horse hire . 


. ID 

2 
ID 


6 




as usual • . 2 
Horses Hay & Com 


2 
2 






Port 


^1 





J 


First Sessions t 
Second do • . f 
Election of May' c 


^ 9 





3 


Swareing May* 27 
Sacram^ Sunday . 3 
Fulfilling Court . 8 


13 





6 


Ex<»7«»Jany 1785 






£^ 


6 


I 


J. Palmer. 


Moiety • . £2^ 


13 






The following is a list of the mayors of the borough, so far 
as we have been able to recover the names : — 

PreposiH Burgi seu VUUb de Plymptan. 

Gilbert Fabro before 1300. 

Ricardus le Hoper 1 Probably very early in the reign of 

Robertus Russel / Edward I. 

Robert de Engleborn is a witness to a deed in Feb. 1306. 

Richard de Mareis is a witness to a deed in March 1316. 



MAYORS. 



1602 John Rob3ms 

1620 Alexander Throckmorton 

1623 William Moulton 

1653 Edward Moulton 

1657 Ralph Harvey 

1659 Edward Moulton 

1661 Ralph Harvey 

1662 Anthony Ham 

1663 Christopher Martjm 

1664 Edward Moulton 

1666 Anthony Ham 

1667 Nicholas Horeisman 



1668 John Tozer 

1669 Nicholas Horsman 

1670 Edward Moulton 

167 1 Anthony Ham 
1685 Richard Strode 

1688 John Sparke 

1689 John Tozer 

John Avent also claimed to 
be mayor this year 

1690 Jacob Watts 

1692 John Horsman 

1693 John Martyn 
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UAYOttS-'Coniinued, 



1694 John Tozer 

1695 Thomas Perryman 

1697 Richard Waddon 

1698 John Treby 

1699 Charles Fortescue 

1700 William Aid win 

1 701 John Tozer 

1702 John Treby 

1703 Richard Waddon 

1704 John Treby 
1708 William Aid win 

1712 George Treby 

1713 Richard Waddon 

1 714 Richard Edgcumbe 

1715 George Treby, Capt. 

1716 James Treby 

1717 Richard Waddon 

1718 Richard Waddon 

1719 George Treby 

1720 John Horsman 

1 72 1 W"Woollcombe 

1722 John Martyn 

1723 John Wolrige 

1724 John Waddon 

1725 Col George Treby 

1726 W" Woollcombe 

1727 John Horsman 

1728 W™ Woollcombe 

1729 John Martyn^ 

1730 John Wolrige 

1 73 1 Capt. John Horsman 

1732 Edward Sparke 

1733 George Turbill 



734 John Waddon 

735 Ambrose Rhodes, m.d. 

736 George Turbill 

737 Edward Sparke 

738 Edward Deeble 

739 John Woollcombe 

740 John Horseman 

741 George Rhodes, Rev. 

742 John Woollcombe 

743 Edward Sparke 

744 John Waddon 

745 Edward Sparke 

746 Edward Deeble 

747 George Rhodes 

748 John Woollcombe 

749 Hon. Geo. Edgcumbe 

750 Elford Sparke 

751 Col. Horsman 

752 George Rhodes 

753 Elford Sparke 

754 Do. for Hon. Geo. Edg- 

cumbe 

755 J^^ Woollcombe 

756 Francis Delacombe 

757 Robert Palmer jun 

758 George Marshall 

759 George Rhodes 

760 George Marshall 

761 Francis Delacombe 

762 Robert Palmer 

763 George Rhodes 

764 Paul Henry Ourry 

765 Timothy Brett 



^ John Martyn was chosen in the regular way, without any opposition, on 
22 September, and he appeared, according to the Charter, to be sworn in on the 
Monoay following — Michaelmas-day. What led to inquiry we know not, but it then 
came out that the Mayor elect had not received the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
within one year of his election. The Court was adjourned for twenty-four hours 
that consideration might be ffiven to the matter. On the next day the Mayor of 
the last year and all the aldermen met, and Mr. Martyn was sworn in. There 
must have been some difficulty anticipated, for the opinion of the Attorney-General, 
Sir Philip Yorke, afterwards Lord Hardwicke, was taken as to whether Martyn 
was a legal mayor, and the opinion was that he was not a legal mayor, and thiEit 
his corporate acts would be deemed illegal and void. No steps, however, were 
taken to put this right, and Mr. Martjm served out his term of office. 
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UAYORS~~€oni$nued. 



1766 Robert Palmer 

1767 Francis Delacombe 

1768 Benjamin Hays 

1769 George Marshall 

1770 Timothy Brett 

1771 John Boger 

1772 Paul Henry Ourry 

1773 Sir Joshua Re3molds 

1774 Anthony Delacombe 
>77S John Palmer 

1776 Timothy Brett 

1777 George Marshall 

1778 Benjamin Hayes 

1779 John Boger 

1780 Paul Treby Ourry 

1781 John Palmer 

1782 John Boger 

1783 Anthony Delacombe 

1784 Paul Treby Treby 

1785 Charles Chamberlayne 

1786 Timothy Brett 

1787 George Marshall 

1788 Benjamin Hays 

1789 Richard ^^scount Valletort 

1790 Paul Treby Treby 

1791 John Palmer 

1792 Charles Chamberlayne 

1793 John Arscott 

1794 John Boger 

1795 Treby Hele Hays 

1796 Greorge Ourry 

1797 Paul Treby Treby 

1798 Charles Chamberlayne 

1799 Charles Rashleigh 

1800 John Arscott 

1801 Thomas Edwards 

1802 Jonathan Elford 

1803 John Boger 

1804 Rev^ John Arscott 

1805 Treby Hele Hays 

1806 John Boger 

1807 Paul Treby Treby 



1808 Charles Chamberla3me 

(Admiral) 

1809 Thomas Edwards 

1810 Jonathan Elford 

181 1 Paul Ourry Treby 

1812 John Boger 

1813 Treby Hele Hays 

1814 Rev. John Arscott 

1815 Paul Treby Treby 

1816 Thomas Edwards 

1817 John Boger 

1818 Paul Ourry Treby 

1819 Paul Treby Treby 

1820 Jonathan Elford 

182 1 John Boger 

1822 Paul Ourry Treby 

1823 Deeble Boger 

1824 Hon. Vise* Valletort 

1825 Jonathan Elford 

1826 Treby Hele Hays 

1827 Rev. John Arscott 

1828 John Boger 

1829 Paul Ourry Treby 

1830 Samuel Peter Forster 

(Admiral) 

183 1 Deeble Boger 

1832 Henry Hele Treby 

1833 John Strode Arscott 

1834 Paul Ourry Treby 
183s Deeble Boger 

1836 Samuel Peter Forster 

1837 John Boger 

1838 Henry Hele Treby 

1839 Rev. John Arscott 

1840 Thomas Julian Pode 

1841 Rev. W™ Isaac Coppard 

1842 Rev. Charles Kevem 

Williams, d.d. 

1843 John Strode Arscott 

1844 Paul Ourry Treby 

1845 Henry Hele Treby 

1846 Thomas Julian Pode 
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MAYORS— Am/mtftfdl 

1847 Robert Aylwin 1855 Walter Hele Molesworth 

1848 Walter Hele Molesworth 1856 Rev. W"* Isaac Coppard 

1849 ^®v* ^^^ Isaac Coppard 1857 Rev. Charles Kevem 

1850 Rev. C. K. Williams, d.d. Williams, d.d. 

1851 Paul Ourry Treby 1858 Stephen Henry Pode 

1852 Stephen Henry Pode 1859 Walter Hele Molesworth 

1853 Thomas Julian Pode i860 None Elected 

1854 Henry Hele Treby 

With the passing of the Reform Act, in 1832, and the loss 
of the right of returning members, difficulties arose in carry- 
ing on the municipal business. The income proper had 
always been insufficient to meet the expenditure ; but in the 
good old times, no doubt, the purse of the members was ready 
to be drawn upon for any deficiency, and if not, the patrons, 
who derived what profits there were connected with the pro- 
viding of a safe seat at Westminster, took care that there 
should be no personal loss to any one connected with the Cor- 
poration. Now, however, all this was changed, and although 
the Trebys, so long and so honourably connected with the 
borough, remained loyal to it in the time of its adversity as 
they had done in more prosperous times, the other patron, the 
Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, thought the time had come to dis- 
associate himself from Plympton and all connected with it. 
He was at that time Recorder and Alderman, and by a letter 
dated 13 September, 1833, he resigned both these offices. 
The matter was discussed at a Court of the Mayor and Capital 
Burgesses summoned to take it and other matters into con- 
sideration held shortly after, and the following resolutions were 
passed: — 

** I. That the letter of resignation of the Earl of Mount Edg- 
cumbe of the office of Recorder of the said borough, dated the 13th 
September, 1833, presented at this Court, be received, and that the 
said resignation is hereby accepted, and the said office of Recorder 
is hereby declared to be vacant 

** 2. That the letters of resignation of the Earl of Mount Edg- 
cumbe of the office of Alderman and Capital Burgess of the said 
borough, dated the i8th day of September, 1833, presented at this 
Court, be received, and that the said resignation of the said office of 
Alderman and Capital Burgess (if the said earl held such office) be 
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accepted without prejudice or estoppel nevertheless to the said Mayor 
and Capital Burgesses hereinafter pleading and asserting that the 
said earl was not possessed of or held such, office of Alderman and 
Capital Burgess, or did not possess the same at the date of such 
letters of resignation as aforesaid. 

''3« That whereas the whole revenue of the Corporation of the 
Borough of Plympton Earle does not exceed the sum of £1$ per 
annum, and the expenditure for purposes independent to the existence 
of the said Corporation amounts to a much larger sum, and whereas 
the said Corporation having taken the opinion of counsel upon a case 
submitted to him touching a certain chief rent of twenty-four pounds 
two shillings and two pence for some years past paid to the Right 
Hon. John Earl of Morley, are advised that the said Earl of Morley 
cannot enforce the payment of the said rent. That it is the opinion of 
this Court the pa3rment of the said rent be discontinued, and that no 
pa3rment be made in respect of the arrears of such rent. And also 
that in the event of any legal proceedings being instituted by the said 
Earl of Morley for the recovery of the said rent, the Town Clerk take 
the legal steps requisite for their defence. 

'* That the Town Clerk do communicate this resolution to the Earl 
of Morley, and do also express the regret of the Corporation at their 
inability to pay the said rent And do also afford his lordship every 
information which may be necessary to show that (without intending 
to admit his lordship's legal right to such rent) the present obstacle 
to the non-pa3rment of such rent is the absence of the requisite funds 
for its discharge. And it is also resolved that this Court refrains 
from making any definite determination whether the said rent 
hitherto payable to the said Earl of Morley shall or shall not con- 
tinue to be paid as aforesaid, inasmuch as in the opinion of this 
Court the interests of the Earl of Morley will be best consulted by 
leaving the said question undecided until the alteration (by legislative 
enactment or otherwise) of the constitution of the Corporation, when 
the question can be considered and decided by the members of the 
future Corporation. 

'*4, That all goods and chattels, the property of the Corporation 
(with the exception of paintings and the lease of the tithes of Pl3rmp- 
ton Maurice) be immediately sold ; and that the Town Clerk do receive 
the proceeds of such sale, and account for the same in his account 
with the Corporation. 

'^ 5. That with respect to the disposal of the lands and tenements 
the property of the Corporation, the question of their alienation be 
deferred to a future court for consideration." 
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We do not understand the statement contained in these reso- 
lutions as to the funds. Certainly the borough finances 
amounted to more than £1$ per annum. The borough high 
rents, the fees for licences of public-houses, and other receipts 
produced more than this. It was evidently the idea at that 
time to abandon the charter, and to dispose of the property of 
the Corporation. The opinion of the inhabitants of the 
borough was, however, strongly against the adoption of such 
a course, and nothing was done. Lord Morley was not able to 
enforce the payment of the amount due to the lords of the 
manor of Plympton ; and relieved of this outgoing, and being 
able to discharge other liabilities with the proceeds of the sale 
of the mayor's field and of the portrait of Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
the Corporation continued its functions. Difficulties, however, 
often cropped up. In 1847 it was necessary to commit a female 
prisoner to the County Sessions. This involved, on her con- 
viction, an expense of jCi2. 7s. 8d., and the authorities were 
compelled to levy a rate to pay the amount. 

The passing of the Act 19 and 20 Vict. c. 69, establishing 
county police, again altered the condition of a£Eairs in the 
borough. The resolutions passed at a Court of Aldermen 
and Common Council, 22 September, 1859, copies of which we 
give, sufficiently explain the position. 

** The opinion of counsel as to the claim of the county justices to 
levy county rates on property within the borough was read by the 
recorder, by which it appeared that counsel advised that such claim 
could not be resisted, and that his opinion was founded on the view 
that the charter justices had no exclusive but only concurrent juris- 
diction with the county justices. 

** It was therefore resolved that in the opinion of this court there 
remain no franchises or immunities granted by the borough charters 
of any value to the inhabitants of Plympton, and that it is possible 
that inconvenience may arise from conflicting decisions between the 
two bodies of justices having jurisdiction ; and that under these cir- 
cumstances this court desires to record the opinion of the aldermen 
that the interests of the inhabitants would best be consulted by sus- 
pending the operations of the charter, by refraining from the election 
of a chief magistrate in the year i860 ; and that with the view of 
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enabling the inhabitants to consider the results of this resolution, the 
recorder be requested to communicate it to the jury at the next court 
of quarter sessions." 

At the next customary court and court of quarter sessionSi 
held 17 October, 1859, the resolutions were communicated to 
the jury, who thereupon made the following presentment : — 

'* The jury present their expression of their assent to the view of the 
aldermen, that in consequence of the altered relation of the borough 
to the jurisdiction of the county magistrates and to the payment of 
all county rates, it is desirable that the action of the corporate body 
should cease." 

After much deliberation it was decided that no mayor should 
be elected the following year, that the corporate property 
should be conveyed to Henry Hele Treby, Esq., the Rev, 
Charles Kevern Williams, d.d., and Thomas Harris, Esq., 
upon trusts therein mentioned ; that the fire-engine should be 
transferred to the waywardens of the parish ; that the pictures 
of George I and H should be transferred to the trustees, to the 
intent that the same might be applicable to further any of the 
objects of the trust ; and that the balance of money should, 
subject to certain payments, be also transferred to the 
trustees; and on the execution of the necessary documents 
the remaining property of the Corporation thus passed into 
other hands. 

The Guildhall was shortly afterwards leased to a company, 
designated the Plympton District Hall Company, Limited, 
formed not so much for profit, but as providing a convenient 
mode of dealing with it and making it useful to the town, and 
it was soon after altered and enlarged (see chapter vii). The 
maces were transferred to the rector and wardens of the 
church, in whose custody they remain ; the halberds are in 
the possession of the surviving member of the Corporation ; 
the seal, which was in use up to 1859, is supposed to be lost ; 
the few recent record-books and a few papers of little or no 
value are in the custody of the Corporation property trustees ; 
the charters of 1242, 1602, and 1692 are in the possession of 
the author of this book, to whom they were given some thirty 
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years ago by the partner of the late recorder. These, with 
some other things of interest connected with Plympton, 
collected from time to time, will be handed over for the 
use of the town when a proper place of deposit and safe 
custody can be found for them. 

One member only of the old Corporation now survives — 
the last member made, John Duke Pode, Esq., elected 12 
October, 1857. 

The borough and its belongings are now subject to the pro- 
visions of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1883, and the 
Guildhall is now vested in trustees appointed by the Parish 
Council in accordance with the provisions of a scheme settled 
by the Charity Commission* It is too late to endeavour, as 
was at one time hoped might have been arranged, to resusci- 
tate the charter. There can be no doubt that a mistake was 
made in taking the course the mayor and aldermen did. 
With an extended area, and with the machinery ready to 
hand, the continuance of the Corporation would have been 
a boon to the neighbourhood, and considerable expense saved 
in the transaction of local affairs. 

Looking back over the history of the borough, an impartial 
critic will find, so far as our information goes, but little to 
complain of in its proceedings. It had no large revenues to 
dispense, and therefore none were squandered, as happened 
in other places. Indeed, the expense of the municipal busi- 
ness and the administration of justice to a very great extent 
was borne by individual members of the Corporation ; at all 
events, the inhabitants were not called upon to contribute, 
except in respect of the borough rate, which was of small 
amount, to the necessary funds. Good service was rendered 
by the Mayor and aldermen to the inhabitants of Plympton in 
various ways, much to their advantage and for the benefit of 
the place, and the influence of the Corporation was beneficial 
even up to its last days. We believe that few, if any, of the 
old municipal bodies discharged the trust reposed in them with 
more zeal or with more desire to benefit the inhabitants of the 
place than did the Corporation of Plympton Erie. A mistake 
was made in ceasing to exercise the powers granted by charter. 
Arrangements could have been made without difficulty for 
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the continued existence of the borough upon another basis; 
and had younger men been consulted and confided in, steps 
could have been taken which would have resulted in benefit 
to Plympton and the neighbourhood, and the prestige of a 
corporate existence of probably eight hundred years would not 
have been lost. 



\ 
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CHAPTER IV 

PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION 

Members sent by Plympton to the first English Parliament—West-country repre- 
sentatives — List of members from 1295 — Richard Strode's own return, 1640— 
The election of 1689 — Avent and Tozer, rival taayors — Avent's wrong" return — 
Further troubles, 1702— Report of Committee and resolutions of the House- 
Richard Edgcumbe and Richard Hele declared returned—The last members 
elected— Disfranchisement, 1832— Election feasts. 

PLYMPTON sent members to the first 
Parliament of which we have any full 
information. In the following lists we 
have taken the names as given in the House 
of Commons' Return, making such corrections 
as local knowledge enables us to do. 

It will be observed that not only many con- 
spicuous West-country men represented the little borough, 
but well-known politicians used it as a stepping-stone or aid 
to their advancement. Besides the Strodes, Heles, Drakes, 
Slannings, Fortescues, and others of the neighbourhood, who 
had the place pretty well to themselves in the seventeenth 
century, we find Sir Christopher Wren, Viscount Cranboum, 
Sir Stephen Lushington, Viscount Castlereagh, Sir Charles 
Wetherell, and others among its members. It was during 
the eighteenth century that the borough became a close 
patronage one, and that, no doubt, through the influence of 
Lord Chief Justice Treby and his son. 

1295 ^3 £dw. I. Johannes Ghoste. Ricardus Herberd. 
1299 26 Edw. I. Johannes de Raddoft. Warinus Bodrigan. 
1302 30 Edw. I. Johannes de Raddon. 

Walterus de Wodeford. 
1304-s 33 Edw. I. Galfridus Teg. Warinus de L . . . 

N 177 
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1306 34 Edw. I. Johannes de Raddone. 

Walterus de Wodeford. 
1306-7 35 Edw. I. Simon de Solers. Johannes de Stonford. 

1307 I Edw. II. Robertus de la Berne. Brounnyg Austyn. 
1312-13 6 Edw. II. Johannes de Raddon. 

Warinus de Bodrygan. 
1313 7 Edw. II. Walterus Kyng. Warinus de Bodygan. 
1314-15 8 Edw. II. Warinus de Bodrygan. Walterus Kyng. 
1318 II Edw. II gan. .... Mustardman. 

In this rgfum ih€ writing with the rest of these nanus is torn off, 

1318 12 Edw. II. Robertus de Englebom. Petrus Chapeleyn. 

1320 14 Edw. II. Ricardus Selverlok. Johannes le Weye. 

1321 15 Edw. II. Simon de Solers. Johannes le Weye. 

1322 15 Edw. II. Ricardus le fitz Johan. 

Warinus Botrygan. 
1325 19 Edw. II. Johannes Botiller. Walterus Crey. 
1327-8 2 Edw. III. Simon de Solers. Johannes Botiler. 
1328 2 Edw. III. Simon de Solers. Walterus Crey. 
1329-30 4 Edw. III. Johannes de Kyngdon. 

Willielmus Tonce3m8. 
1330 4 Edw. III. Lucas le Croudere. Johannes de Kyngdon. 
1331-2 6 Edw. III. Thomas Martyn. Thomas de CholdewilL 

1332 6 Edw. III. Thomas Swyft Willielmus de Eckeworthy. 

1333 6 Edw. III. Thomas Martyn. Thomas de Choldewille. 

1334 8 Edw. III. Willielmus Forester. Edwardus Lange. 

1335 9 Edw. Ill R Hole. 

1335-6 10 Edw. III. Johannes Peate. Johannes Tredegold. 

1336 10 Edw. III. Ricardus de Shete. 

Willielmus de Eckeworthi. 

1337 II Edw. III. Ricardus Wolf. Johannes Pytte or Pit. 
1337-8 12 Edw. III. Johannes fils' Roberti de la Pytte. 

Ricardus Shete. 
1338-9 I2» 13 Edw. III. Ricardus de Shete. Johannes K3mg. 

1339 13 Edw. III. Johannes Kyng. Johannes de Kyngdon. 

1340 14 Edw. III. Ricardus de Shete. Johannes de Kyngdon. 

1341 15 Edw. III. Johannes Kyngdon. Ricardus Veyser. 
1344 18 Edw. III. Ricardus de Shete. 

Willielmus de Bykelegh. 
1346 20 Edw. III. Ricardus Shete. Johannes Kyng. 
1347-8 21 Edw. III. Johannes Kyng. Ricardus Pycard. 
1348 22 Edw. III. Johannes Kyngdon. Ricardus Shete. 
1350-1 25 Edw. III. Johannes K3mgdon. Ricardus Veysere. 
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1351-2 25 Edw. III. Johannes Kyngdon. Johannes Crosse. 

1355 ^9 Edw. III. Simon Solers. Johannes K3mgdon. 

1357-8 32 Edw. III. Walterus Langeforde« Johannes Combe* 

1360 34 Edw. IIL Simon Solers. Ricardus Veysen 

1360-1 34 Edw. III. Simon Solers. Ricardus Veyser. 

1362 36 Edw. III. Johannes Hille. Rogerus Deghere or Dyere. 

1363 37 Edw. III. Johannes Hulle. Johannes Martyn. 
1364-5 38 Edw. III. Johannes Hille. Johannes Martyn. 
1336 40 Edw. III. Johannes Hille. Johannes Martyn. 

1368 42 Edw. III. Johannes Hulle. Johannes Martyn. 

1369 43 Edw. III. Simon Solers. Ricardus Averay. 
1371 45 Edw. III. Johannes Combe. 

John Combe was probably the Representa- 
tive in the preceding Parliament, 1370-1 ; but 
there is no return for Pl3rmpton extant. In 
the Parliament summoned to meet at Win- 
chester, 8th June, 1371, the Sheriffs were 
directed to send certain specified knights, 
citizens, and burgesses, who were at the last 
Parliament. 

Johannes Hull. Johannes Martyn. 
Johannes Mart3m. Robertus Hulle. 
Robertus Hulle. Johannes Shetcote. 
Ricardus Keanrigg. Petrus Hadle. 
Robertus Hulle, Jun' Johannes Martyn. 
Thomas Reymound. WiUielmus Borleston. 
Thomas Notecombe. Robertus Stoke. 
Elias Bere. Thomas Notecomb. 
Elias Beere. Johannes Pole3m. 
Johannes Crosse. Johannes Braklegh. 
Johannes Golde. Ricardus Golde. 
Johannes Grede. Ricardus Grede. 
Elias Beare. Johannes Boys. 
Petrus Hadlee. Johannes Bremdon. 
Johannes Selman, Jun' Johannes Lane. 
Johannes Jaycock. Johannes Selman, Jun' 
Johannes Jaycock. Thomas Branscomb. 
Johannes Jaycok'. Johannes Selman. 
Johannes Jaycok'. Thomas Noreys. 
Thomas Norreys. WiUielmus Selman. 

Thomas Topclyf More. 

Thomas Prous. Johannes Selman. 



137a 


46 Edw. III. 


1373 


47 Edw. III. 


1376-7 


51 Edw. III. 


«378 


2 Ric. II. 


»379-8o 3 Ric II. 


1381 


5 Ric. II. 


1382 


6 Ric. II. 


1382-3 


6 Ric. II. 


1384 


7 Ric. II. 


1384 


8 Ric. II. 


1385 


9 Ric. II. 


1386 


10 Ric II. 


1387-8 


11 Ric. II. 


1388 


12 Ric. II. 


1389-90 13 Ric. II. 


i39> 


15 Ric. II. 


,393-3 


16 Ric. II. 


1393-4 17 Ric. II. 


1394-S 


18 Ric. II. 


1396-7 


20 Ric. II. 


140a 


3 Hen. IV. 


1405-^ 


7 Hen. IV. 
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1407 
141 1 

1414 
1420 
142 1 
142 1 
1422 
1423 
1425 

1425 

1427 

1429 

1430-1 

1432 

H33 

'435 

H36-7 

1441-2 

1446-7 

1448-9 

1449 

1450 
1452-3 
H55 
1467 

1472 
1477-8 
^529 
1553 

1554 
1554 



9 Hen. IV. 

13 Hen. IV. 

1 Hen. V. 

2 Hen. V. 

8 Hen. V. 

9 Hen. V. 
9 Hen. V. 

1 Hen. VI. 

2 Hen. VI. 

3 Hen. VI. 

4 Hen. VI. 

6 Hen. VI. 

8 Hen. VI. 

9 Hen. VI. 

10 Hen. VI. 

11 Hen. VI. 

14 Hen. VI. 

15 Hen. VI. 

20 Hen. VI. 

27 Hen. VI. 

28 Hen. VI. 

29 Hen. VI. 
31 Hen. VI. 
33 Hen. VI. 

7 Edw. IV. 

12 Edw. IV. 
17 Edw. IV. 

21 Hen. VIII. 
I Mary. 

I Mary. 

I, 2 P. & M. 



Willielmus Isabel!'. Ricardus Harston'. 
Johannes Jeybyn'. Johannes Selman'. 
Thomas Parry. Rogerus Wykc. 
Johannes Sehnan, Jun' Johannes Serle. 
Johannes Selman', Jun' Willielmus Selman. 
Johannes Selman', Jun' Willielmus Selman. 
Johannes Selman. Willielmus Selman. 
Johannes Sylvcrlok'. Petrus Tyres. 
Johannes JuUeyn. Johannes Silverlok. 
Willielmus Selmen'. Johannes Selman. 
Petrus Roos. Johannes Sylverlok. 
Johannes Selman, Sen' Thomas Dourisshe. 
Johannes Fortescu. Willielmus Selman. 
Johannes Selman. Johannes Serle. 

Johannes Serle. 

Johannes Serle. 

Johannes Serle. 
Ricardus Strove. 
Robertus Wyse. 



Johannes Selman. 
Johannes Selman. 
Johannes Selman. 
Johannes Serle. 
Johannes Serle. 



^SSS 2, 3 P. & M. 



1557-S 
1562-3 
1572 

1584 
1586 



4, 5 P. & M, 
SEliz. 
14 Eliz. 

27 Eliz. 

28 Eliz. 



Ricardus Strode. Philippus Sturt. 

Ricardus Fortescu, Jun' Johannes Serle. 

Robertus Hillyng'. Robertus Clay. 

Robertus Hillyng'. Robertus Clay. 

Johannes Dounyng'. Johannes Cornyssh. 

Ricardus Hals, Jun' Thomas Gale. 

Willielmus Alyngton. 

Thomas Fitz William. 

Willielmus Say. Johannes Twynho. 

Robertus Hillerisdon. Johannes Legh. 

Thomas Gregorie. Johannes Mertyn, Jun' 

Johannes Forster, Armiger. 

Reinoldus Mohun. 

Johannes Sperke. Johannes Marten. 

Ricardus Calmady. 

Willielmus Strowbrigge de Otteryc. 

Willielmus Courteney Miles. 

Arturus Champerium Miles. 

Thomas Southcote. Christopherus Peme. 

Nicholas Ogle, Gent. Thomas Percy, Gent. 

Peter Osboume, Esq' 

William Strowde, Jun' Gent 

John Heale, Esq' Hannibal Vivian, Esq' 

Richard Moore, Esq' 
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1586 28 Eliz. Jasper Cholmeley, Esq' 

1588-9 30, 31 Eliz. Richard Grafton. Edwin Sandis, Esq' 

1592-3 35 Eliz. Edwin Sands, Esq' 

Richard Southcote, Gent. 
'597 39 Eliz. George Southcott, Jun' Esq' 

Edward Handcocke, Esq' 
1601 43 Eliz. Sir William Strode, Knt John Hele, Gent. 

1603-4 I James I. Sir William Strode, Knt. 

Sir Henry Beamont, Knt. 

John Hele, Jun' Esq. vice 

Sir Henry Beamont, Knt., who elected to serve 
for Leicester Borough. 

Sir Warwick Hele, Knt. lace 

John Hele, Esq' dec^ 
1620-1 18 James I. Sir William Strode, Knt. 

Sir Warwick Hele, Knt. 

Sir Francis Drake, Bart. John Jacob, Esq' 

Sir William Strode, Knt 

Sir Warwick Hele, Knt. 

Thomas Hele, Esq' William Strode, Esq' 

Sir Thomas Hele, Bart. 

Sir James Bagge, Knt. 

Sir Nicholas Slanning, Knt., Recorder. 

Sir Thomas Hele, Bart. 

Sir Nicholas Slanning, Knt.^ 

Sir Thomas Hele, Bart 

Hugh Potter, Esq' vice 

Sir Nicholas Slanning, who elected to serve for 
Penryn. 

Edward Moulton, Gent, vice 

Sir Thomas Hele, Bart, disabled to sit 

Christopher Martyn, Gent,' vice 

Sir Thomas Hele, Bart, disabled to sit 

Sir Richard More, Knt. 

HOUSE OP COMMONS JOURNALS. 

1640, April 20. Motion made concerning Sir Thomas Hele and Sir 
Nicholas Slanning, chosen for burgesses of the Borough of Pl3rmpton 

* 9 Feb., 1645-6. A new election was ordered vice Sir NichoUs Slanning, slain 
in arms against the Parliament, by error for Sir Thomas Hele. — "Commons 
Journal," 11 Nov., 1643. 

* Christopher Martin's name b given in the Crown Office List Probably 
Moulton's election was disallowed. 



1623-4 
1625 


21 James 
I Car. I. 


1625-6 
1627-8 


I Car. I. 
3 Car. I. 


1640 


16 Car. I. 


1640 


16 Car. I. 
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Erie, in the County of Devon, chosen by the major part of the electors : 
and Sir Richard Strode, not so chosen, returned himself. Upon this 
and the desire — ^Whether the third indenture of Sir Richard Strode 
were delivered to the Qerk of the Crown by the sheriff or his deputy, 
or by Sir Richard Strode himself: the resolution of the house was 
that this was properly to be examined by the Committee for 
pri^eges. 

1658-9 10 Car. II. Henry Hatsell, Esq' 

Christopher Martyn, Esq' 

1660 12 Car. II. William Strode, Esq' of Newnham 

Christopher Martyn, Esq' of Plympton Maurice. 

1661 13 Car. II. Sir William Strode, Knt. 

Thomas Hele, Esq' son and heir Sir Thomas 

Hele, of Fleet Damerell. 
Sir Edmund Fortescue, Knt. and Bart, vice 

Thomas Hele, Esq' dec^^^ 4 Oct. 1666. 
Sir Nicholas Slanning, Knt. of the Bath and 
Bart, vice Sir Edmund Fortescue, dec4 [10 
May, 1667] 
George Treby, Esq' vice Sir William Strode, 
Kn* dec* [5 March, 1676-7] 
1678-9 31 Car. II. George Treby, Esq' 

Richard Hillersdon, Esq' 
1679 31 Car. II. George Treby, Esq' 

John Pollexfen, Merchant. 
1680-1 33 Car. II. Sir George Treby, Knt. 

John Pollexfen, Merchant. 
1^5 I J^* I^* Richard Strode, Mayor of Pl3rmpton. 

Sir Christopher Wren, Knt 
1688-9 Conv. Parliament Sir George Treby, Knt 

John Pollexfen. 
1689-90 2 Wm. & M. Richard Strode, Esq' George Parker, Esq' 

We have referred in our account of the borough to the diffi- 
culties which arose in connexion with the Charter of James II, 
and the surrender of that of Elizabeth. In the election of 
1688-9, Avent, who claimed to be Mayor, and somehow 
obtained possession of the writ, returned Richard Strode and 

^ Double return of same date : that bv which Sir Nicholas Slannine, K.B. and 
Bart., was returned was treated as void (his petition being withdrawn) by order of 
House 29 Nov., 166& 
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George Parker. The actual Mayor, Tozer, had heard of 
Avent's proceedings, and wrote the following letter : — 

" Plimpton 10*^ March 1689 
**Hon^ Sir, — I did some dayes since send a Messenger with a 
Letter to you to demand a Precept for this ancient Burrough that 
Members might be Elected to serve in the Parliament which is to 
meet according to their Maj^'^ Proclamacon the 20^ day of this 
Month, being Informed that most other Corporacons had already 
Elected and by the Tyme for the Meeting of the Parliam^ near 
Expired, The Messenger not findinge you gave the Letter to your 
Undersheriffe who told him Hee co<^ ^ve noe answer. But that he 
had rec^ the Letter. These are to acquaint you that no Precept is 
yet come to my Hands Butt being informed that one John Avent has 
got it into his Custody, I have demanded the same of the said John 
Avent in the Presence of most of the Magistrates S' Francis Drake 
M' John PoUexfen and severall other Freemen of this Corporation but 
he refused to deliver itt and therefore I presume may make some 
False Retume though he be neither Officer nor Freeman nor hath the 
Custody of the Common Seale of this Corporation, or is anyway 
concerned in the Corporation I thought it my duty to ^ye you Notice 
thereof, that soe if any Return be made by any other Person but me 
and under the Common Seale of this Corporation that you would be 
pleased to look on it as false and not seale any Counterpart nor pro- 
ceed upon it : but on the contrary that you would be pleased to take 
Care that a Precept be brought to me with Speed that Burgesses may 
be legally Chosen, which is all from — 

** Your most humble Servant 

,,^ , ^, .^ ^^ .. "John TozBR Mayor 

" To the Sheriff of Devon. " J -^ 

The return made by John Avent is apparently an unusual 
document, and we are able to give it in full, with the names of 
those voting for Strode and Parker; but we have unfortunately 
no information as to how the difficulty arose, how John Avent 
was able to do as he did, or how the matter was eventually 
settled, except that Avent failed to maintain his claim. 

" A Return of Richard Strode Esq' and George Parker Esq' 
by the Mayor and Burgesses of Plympton by the pretended 
Charter of King James 2"** : 

'' Haec Indentura fca undecimo die Martii Anno Regin Dni 
and Dnae nostrorum Willi & Mariae Dei Gra' Angl* Scot Franc 
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& Hibniae Regis & Regina fidei Defensor' &c secundo Inter 
Franciscum Fulford Ar: Vicecomitem Devon ex una pte & 
Joliem Avent Majorem & Burgenses libes holes & Inhabitantes 
Burgi de Plympton in Com' Devon pd ex altera parte Testatur 
qd Major Burgesses libi holes & Inhabitantes Burgi pd virtute 
cujusdum pcept* p* vie ejusdem virtute Bris dei Dni Rs & Dnae 
Reginae direct Elegerunt & nominaverunt Riclium Strode A^ 
& Georgium Parker A' Burgenses pro Burgo pd & esseiid 
& serviend'' in quodam Parliamento die dni Rs & Dnae Reginae 
qd Dtus Dnus Rex & Dna Regina apud Westm? vieesimo die 
Martii instantis teneri ordinarint Dantes & eoneedentes pd 
Rieo Strode & Georgio Parker plenum & suffieientem Potesta- 
tem pro se & Burgensibus li^is hoibus & Inhabitantibus Burgi 
p^ ad faciend'' & eonsentiend'^ hijs quae ad Parliament'' in deo 
bri mencon a$ de eonsilio Regni die? Dni Rs & Dnae Reginae 
eontigerint ordinari In eujus Rei testimon'^um p^ hujus Indentur' 
penes ^di fatP vie remanent ^at'' Major Burgenses lib hoies 
& Inbitantes Burgi p^ di SigilP apposue^ ae alteri vero pti 
penes ^af Majorem Burgenses libos holes remaner^ p£af vie 
Sigill suii appoiint Die & anno sup'' diet Annos^ Dom 1689. 



John Avent May' 
Tho« Hole of Vardle 
Simon Hele of Blaxon 
Walter Hele 
George Ley 
M' Warrin 
J»<» Standen 
Jacob Watts 
jno Veal Jun' 
W» Rowe 

Blake 

Watts 
Tho» Andrews 
Rt Savery 
Thos Parker 
J Williams 
John Hele 
And Horsman 
J»*Veal 



Thomas Lux 
Jonas Johns 

Sheffield 
Croker 
Tumey 
R T Hamblyn 
Stephen Cocke 
John Batten 
Jonas Cocke 
John Webster 
Joseph Hele 
N' Brooking 
Tho» Gymblett 
Walter Dyer 
Rob* Watts 
Edw<^ Witchalls 
Nath Blake 
Thos: Watts 
Rich^ Newman 



Hen Trelawny 
John Bacons 
John Lyde 
John Avent 
Walter Bishop 
J»<» Cuming 
Sam^ Strong 
Geo Sendy 
John Deeth 
St" Coffin 
Tho: James 
Tho* Frethy 
Hy Hunsden 
Joseph Derry 

Hedges 
Ralph Windiet 
Edward Tutton." 
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Against this return the Mayor and Corporation petitioned 
the House of Commons in the following terms : — 

** To the Hon^'' The Knights Citizens and Burgesses in Parliament 
assembled. 

''The humble Petition of the Mayor Magistrates and Freemen 
of the Burrough of Plympton in the County of Devon. 

*• Humbly sheweth — 

'* That the Corporation hath time out of mind sent Burgesses 
to Parliament but have not yet rec^ any Precept to elect for this 
present Parliament. 

''Your Petitioners are informed that one John Avent did 
receive a Precept by the Hands of one Richard Strode and 
that the said John Avent hath made a Return on the said 
Precept and returned the said Richard Strode and Creorge 
Parker Esq*^ Burgesses for this Burrough. 

"Your Petitioners humbly represent to this Honble house 
that the said John Avent who hath made the said Return, is 
neither Mayor Bailiffe Portreeve Freeman or Inhabitant of this 
Corporation, and that they shall be deprived of their Right to 
send Members to this Parliament unless this Honble house be 
pleased to see Justice done them. 

"Wherefore— 

"Your Petitioners humbly pray that this Honble House will 
be pleased to direct that a Writt may be issued out for the 
Election of Burgesses by this Burrough to serve in this present 
Parliament, that they may not be deprived of their antient Right. 

"And your Petitioners shall ever pray, &c." 

Eventually the election of Richard Strode and George 
Parker was declared to be void, and at an election shortly 
after Sir George Treby and John PoUexfen were returned. 

1689-90 2 Will. & Mary Sir George Treby. John PoUexfen. 

1692 9th Nov. Sir Thomas Trevor, knight, vice Sir 

George Treby, appointed Lord Chief 
Justice of Common Pleas. 
1695 7 Will. III. Sir Thomas Trevor, knight. 

Courtenay Croker, Esq. 
1698 10 Will. III. Courtenay Croker, Esq. 

Martin Ryder, Esq. 
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1700-1 12 WiU. III. 

1702 13 \riu. III. 

1702 I Anne 



Courtenay Croker, Esq. 
Martin Ryder, Esq. 
Courtenay Croker, Esq. 
Richard Hele, Esq. 
Richard Edgcumbe, Esq. 
Richard Hele, Esq.^ 



In 1702 an important question was raised in connexion with 
the election at which Richard Edgcumbe, Thomas Jervoise, 
Richard Hele, John Williams, and Richard Strode were 
candidates. 

It may be well to give first a copy of the poll, and then the 
case as we find it in a private book formerly belonging to a 
member of the Corporation, but now placed with other papers 
relating to that extinct body. 

The Poll taken 2$ July 1702 at the Eleccon of Burgesses for the 
Parliament to meet 20 Aug^ next 



Richard Edgcumbe, Esq^ 



John Tozer, Mayor 
John Horsman, Gent 
W°» Aldwin, Gent 
Courtenay Croker, Esq' 
Cha' Fortescue, Gent 
John Martyn, Gent 
Richard Waddon, Gent 
John Treby, Gent 
S' Francis Drake 
Rich^ Edgcumbe, Esq' 
Josias Calmady, Esq' 
John Copplestone, Esq' 
John Poliexfen, Esq' 
Robert Bury, Gent 
George Woodward 
Sam^ Carkeet 
Solomon Tozer 
Edward James 



Roger Lang, Sen' 
Roger Lang, Jun' 
Andrew Davis 
Art Cooke 
Roger Grossman 
John Roper 
Nich* Churchstile 
Philip Avent 
Thomas Edwards 
Walter Worth 
Philip Croker 
Hugh Pine, Gent 
John Denning 
James Leere 
R^ Balthatchet 
Jerom King 
Thomas Jefferies 



Thomas Turner 
Benjamin Hawkins 
Hugh Palmer 
John Pool 
Joseph Cheek 
Robert Tristram 
WiUiam Hull 
Staplehill Heath 
Richard White 
Ellas Lang 
John Doidge, Gent 
Frat. Lidstone 
Edw^ Evans 
Thos. Jope 
Henry Brooking 
Walter Langford 
R* Tapson 



' Return amended by order of the House a8 January, 1703-3, the name of 
Thomas Jervoise, Esq., erased, that of Richard Hele, Esq., substituted. 
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John Tozer, Mayor 
John Horsman 
W»Aldwin 
Courtenay Croker 
Charles Fortescue 
John Martyn 
Richard Waddon 
John Trcby 
S' Francis Drake 
Rich<^ Edgcumbe 
John Copplestone 
John Pollexfen 
Geoi^e Woodward 
Joshua Cope 
Solomon Tozer 
Roger Langy Sen' 



Thomas Jbrvoise, Esq" 
Roger Lang, Jun' 
Andrew Davis 
Thomas Watts 
Roger Crossman 
John Roper 
Nicholas Churchstile 
Philip Avent 
Walter Worth 
Philip Crocker 
Hugh Pine 
John Denning 
James Leere 
Richard Ballhatchet 
Jerom King 
Thomas Jefferies 
Thomas Turner 

Richard Hele, Esq** 



Jonas Calmady, Esq' 
Rich* Hele, Esq' 
George Parker, Esq' 
John Williams, Esq' 
Thomas Parker, Gent 
Charles Parker, Gent 
Thomas Maynard, Sen' 
Thomas Maynard, Jun' 
John Roope 
John Waltham 
Robert Bury 
Thomas Perryman 
Samuel Carkeet 
John Stephens 



Joshua Cope 
Nicholas Winston 
Nicholas Sparke 
Jewel Si5arke 
Edward James 
Roger Watts 
Walter Wareing 
William Waring 
John Cowling 
Jonas Johns 
Arthur Cooke 
John Bevil 
Thomas Lux, Sen' 
Thomas Lux, Jun' 



John 
Richard Hele, Esq' 
George Parker 
John Williams 
Thomas Parker 
Charles Parker 
Thomas Majmard, Sen' 
Thomas Majmard, Jun' 
John Roope 
John Waltham 



Williams, Esq** 
Thomas Perryman 
John Stevens 
Nicholas Winston 
Nicholas Sparke 
Jewell Sparke 
William Wareing 
John Cowling 
Jonas Johns 
John Bevil 



Benjamin Hawkins 
Hugh Palmer 
John Pool 
Joseph Cheek 
Robert Tristram 
Wniiam HuU 
Staplehill Heath 
Richard White 
Elias Lang 
John Doidge 
Francis Lidstone 
Thomas Jope 
Walter Langford 
Robert Tapson 



John Veal 
Henry Williams 
Richard Hamblyn 
Robert Watts 
Ralph Windiett 
Thomas Tresey 
Roger Hingstone 
Elias Croker 
Thomas Edwards 
RichardWood,Esq' 
Edward Evans 
Thomas Watts 
Henry Brooking 



Thomas Lux, Jun' 
John Veal 
Henry Williams 
R* Watts 
Ralph Windiett 
Thomas Tresey 
Roger Hingstone 
Elias Crocker 
Richard Wood, Esq' 
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Richard Strode, Esq** 
Richard Strode, Esq' Walter Wardng Richard Hamblyn 

Roger Watts Thomas Lux, Sen' 

The Mayor therefore declared Richard Edgcumbe and 
Thomas Jervoise elected, and made his return accordingly. 
Richard Hele, of Flete, petitioned, and in answer to his peti- 
tion the Mayor, bailiff, and free burgesses of Plympton pre- 
pared the following statement, which is no doubt a copy of a 
case instructing counsel : — 

'' It is supposed that M' Hele's Objections will be four. The First 
that the voices of Freeholders were not allowed and admitted, 
Second that the Sons of Freemen (who have been several Times pre- 
sented by a Jury of Freemen in Order to be sworn Freemen) have 
not been hitherto sworn Freemen according to an old Constitution of 
the Borough though they have several times demanded their Free- 
dom, but their Freedom has been denyed, and their Votes upon 
Election rejected. Thirdly that the Mayor and Aldermen have lately 
made a great Number of Freemen of the City of Exon and elsewhere 
out of the Precincts of the Burrough on Purpose to serve a Turn 
(Viz) to Exclude M' Hele from being Burgess there. Fourthly That 
the sitting Members are guilty of Bribery. 

'* I An^. — To the first Objection, That Elections of Parliam^ men 
in Plympton have always been by the Votes of Freemen or Free Bur- 
gesses only exclusive of Freeholders and all others, This is proved by 
the Copies of many Returns of Parliament men who served for the 
Burrough of Plympton transcribed from the Originals remaining in 
the Chappell of the Rolls or in the Tower of London A bundle of 
which Copies M' Martyn Rider will produce and see forth comeing, 
and is farther proved by the Evidence of many antient Witnesses 
parclarly and most plainly by one Christopher Bishopp (a man nere 
80 years of age) who was for many years since both Freeman and 
Freeholder, and as long as he continued a Freeman he gave his Vote 
in Elections but being long since Disfranchised he never voted since. 
The' he be at this day a Freeholder. 

*' 2 Ohj: Ans: — ^True it is that the Sons of several Freemen were 
presented by several Juries (who consist of Freemen and serve once a 
year in the Guildhall at a court there called the fulfilling Court) to be 
admitted and sworne Freemen but the answer of the Mayor and 
Aldermen always was that they had no such Constitution in their 
Hands or Possession but if any such there were, it was seized upon 
by the Mayor and Aldermen upon the new Charter in the Time of the 
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late King James amongst divers other Records of the Burrough 
which have not hitherto been restored and reposited (as they ought 
to have been) in the Town Chesty moreover it will be proved by some 
of the most antient of the Aldermen^ That the Mayor and Aldermen 
have from time to time made Freemen according to their ^^11 and 
Pleasure not as bound by a Constitution but as Persons might be 
deserving. But for the better Understanding and Clearing of this 
Point relateing to the Sons of Freemen (who call themselves free 
bom) a Transcript of the Original Constitution follows verbatim in 
the next Paragraph. Item if any Person or Persons above the age 
of 18 years which are Free Burgesses bom of this Liberty' shall 
be presented in this Burrough Court, and after warned by the Bailiffe 
for the Time being to come to the Court there to be swom a Free- 
man or Freemen and shall absent him or themselves and not 
come to the Court to be swome and have his or their freedom as 
aforesaid within 3 Months next after such Warning to him or them 
so given shall from thenceforth utterly lose the Possibility of 
his or their Freedom, and not afterwards to be admitted but as a 
Stranger. 

*'The Constitutions were established and confirmed by the Mayor 
and Aldermen 21 Jacobi primi ; but never constituted by the Lord- 
Keeper or Justices of either Branch. 

'* Q^. Whither their Confirmation be not necessary. 

'* And also whether a Man can be swome a Freeman before his 
Age of 21. It is hoped that this Constitution is Invalid. But if it 
be not void yet it is observable that the Mayor and Aldermen are not 
bound by this Constitution to order the Bailiffe to wame the Free- 
borne to come in and be sworne so that all Freemen are made ex 
Gratia. 

"3' Ohj: Arts: — That Plympton was antiently a Town of Good 
Trade and Comerce, but being of late years much fallen and decayed 
therein the Mayor and Aldermen could not think of a better Expe- 
dient to promote and revive a Trade in Plympton then to invite some 
Gentlemen of the City of Exon unto their Society, thereby to gain 
and procure a good Correspondence in that Opulent and trading 
City. This was the Motive chiefiy that Induced the Mayor and 
Aldermen of Plympton to make some of the City of Exon free Bur- 
gesses of Plympton men of great Substance Employment and trade 
well affected to the present Govemment and very useful and neces- 
sary in such a tradeing Kingdom as this of England, and since these 

* Croker, Ryder, John Treby. 

* Twenty-seven bom within the Liberty. 
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Exonians most of them being Merchants have been so kind to accept 
of the Freedom of Plympton the Towne and Corporation think them- 
selves extreamly obliged by them and conceive and hope for good 
Effects of the Conjunction. 

** 4 Ohj: Ans: — That M' Edgcumbe and M' Jervoise were not con- 
scious of any Bribery on their side, but have great Reason to Believe 
and hope to prove that there was much of this Kind on M' Heles 
side — Proofs of this kind shall be speedily added to these Instruc- 
tions." 

Then we have the report of the Committee of the House :— 

*' Copy of the Report of the Comittee of Privileges and Elections 
upon this Election. 

''M' Bromley reported from the Comittee upon the Petitions of 
Richard Hele, John Williams and Richard Strode Esq" complaining 
of an undue election and Return of Richard Edgcumbe and Thomas 
Jervoise Esq" for the Borough of Plympton. 

** That upon the Pole the numbers were thus : — 

For M' Edgcumbe 52 

„ M' Jervoise 46 

„ M'Hele 4» 

„ M'WiUiams 27 

„ M' Strode 5 

** That it was agreed that the right of electing Burgesses to serve 
in Parliament for the Borough of Plympton was in the Freemen 
of the Borrough, and the Petitioner's Council insisted that none but 
the sons of freemen when they attained the age of 18 years by the 
constitution and custom of the Borough ought to be made free. The 
Council for the sitting members affirmed that no persons whatsoever 
had any right to be made free but that the Corporation might make 
free whom they pleased. 

''John Whitchalls and Nicholas Sparke two very old men gave 
testimony that they had never remembered any, till of late, made 
free besides Sons of Freemen. John Waltham said that only the 
sons of Freemen us'd to be made free but that himself with several 
other foreigners were made free about 26 years since to serve 
M' Treby and had voted in all the elections (except the first in 
which they did not vote because they were made free after the 
teste of the Writ, That in the year 1700 the Aldermen agreed to 
make each one Freeman. That they had yearly two Courts in this 
Borough, one of which is called the Fulfilling Court and the Town 
Clerk then gives it in charge to the Jury to present the names of all 
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the sons of Freemen above the age of 18 years who are sumoned to 
come in and take up their freedom. 

** M** Mary Sparke said she had known Plympton about 40 years 
and her Husband who had been Mayor 3 or 4 times and that it was 
usual for Freemens Sons at 18 years of age to come to the Fulfilling 
Court and take up * their ' freedom, otherwise the Bailiffe comes and 
wames them to take it up. That she had two sons made free, and 
others of her sons had been denied about two years since, and the 
reason was as M' Treby the Town Clerk told her because they 
would not vote as the magistrates would have them. 

''The Council for the sitting Members called some antient men 
who had known the Burough many years. 

''Christopher Bishop, Thomas Dennis, Andrew Davy, who said 
they looked upon no persons to have any Right to be made free but 
such as the Mayor and Ma^trates thought fitt and that they had 
known several Gentlemen, viz., Sir Francis Drake, M' Hillsdon 
[Hillersdon], M' Copsal [Coppleston], &c., made free and vote in 
Elections of Members to serve in Parliament one of them, viz., 
Andrew Davis acknowledged the Jury at the Fulfilling Court pre- 
sented the sons of Freemen, but that it was at the Pleasure of the 
Mayor and major part of the Aldermen whether they would make 
them free or not. That in reply to this Evidence a By Law in an 
antient Book of the Corporation was read whereby it was declared 
that if any Free Burgess bom should be presented in the Burough 
Court and being warned to come to be sworn shall not come to the 
Court to be sworn and claim his freedom within 3 months he shall 
lose the Possibility of his Freedom and not afterwards to be admitted 
thereto but as a stranger. 

" That then the Committee came to this Resolution. 

**JResoived—TYkSLt it is the opinion of this Committee that the Right 
of Electing Burgesses to serve in Parliament for the Burough of 
Plympton in the County of Devon is in the Mayor Bailiffe and 
Freemen of the said Borough and in the Sons of freemen, who have 
a right to demand their freedom and have been refused the same. 

" That the right being thus settled the Petitioners Council insisted 
that they should add to their poll and take off from the sitting 
Members so many as would give them a Majority and called several 
witnesses, viz., John Waltham, Nicholas Sparke, John Whitchalls, 
and John Veal, who said that John Woolcombe, Esq^, Edward 
Sparke, William Witchall, John Watts, Richard Churchstile, John 
Lux, Henry Sparke, William Whiniate, John Sparke, and John Veal 
were the Sons of Freemen, had demanded their freedom, most of 
them several times, some of them at the Fulfilling Court some at the 
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same time when several Strangers from Exon were made free and 
three of them only at the time of Election. Henry Brooking and 
John Waltham that Edward Tutton and Nath: Blake who were 
sworn Freemen offered to vote at the last Election for the Petitioners 
but were refused. That the Petitioners' Council proceeded to take 
off from the sitting Members poll seventeen who lived at Exon who 
were not Sons of Freemen of Plympton and were made free after the 
death of the late king, viz., Jerom King, Thomas Jefferies, Thomas 
Turner, Benjamin Hawkins, Hugh Palmer, John Poole, Joseph Cheek, 
Rob* Tristram, W"^ Hull, Staplehill Heath, Richard White, John 
Doidge, Francis Lydstone, Edward Evans, Thomas Jope, Walter 
Longford, Rob^Tapson." 

In the next place witnesses were called to the partiality of 
the Mayor and Aldermen and their design of making freemen. 

** Henry Sparke said that he had heard some of the Aldermen say 
they would make none free but who should vote ag* M' Hele. 

''John Pierce said that Alderman Martyn about six weeks before 
the Election offered him his Freedom if he would vote against 
M' Hele. 

''Thomas Ferryman said that he asked M' Treby why he made 
so many Strangers free And he told him he would make more if they 
were not enough. 

"Agnes Huntsman said that there were about 20 freemen at 
Dinner at M' Aldwins about a Fortnight before the Election and that 
she saw her mistress change two Guineas for M' Edgcumbe and 
M' Jervoise after dinner and she saw M' Edgcumbe put a Crown into 
one Lang's hand, and another Crown into the hands of another that 
dined there and when the reckoning was collected they all paid 
Crowns apiece. Whereas some of them she believes were not worth 
a crown and M' Croker said ' What wee have done now they cant 
call Bribery ' She said further that she saw M' Jervoise put a Crown 
into the hands of Roger Crossman another of them that dined there 
and said he hoped he would vote for him. 

"Thomas Fresey said that Alderman Treby asked him for his vote 
and told him if he would vote for M' Edgcumbe and M' Jervoise 
there was los. for him. That he took the los. and was to give an 
answer in 3 days. He said afterwards M** Aldwin asked him to vote 
for the sitting members, and offered him a guinea, and M' Aldwin 
said what his wife had promised he would make good. 

" In answer to this evidence the sitting members Council called 
Diana Bunshole who said That Thomas Fresy was her father in law 
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and that she knew M' Treby owed him 20s. and she heard Freasy 
say he had rec^ los. of him, That Fresey told her he had promised 
to vote for M' Hele if M' Roch would pay a debt of ;^i8 he owed 
to one Lea, and that he had some place in the Prize Office which was 
procured for him by Mr. Hele and Mr. Roch's means. 

** Mary Fresey said that about a week before the Election M** Aldwin 
sent for her and pressed her to persuade her husband to vote for the 
sitting members and she would give her Five pounds and allow her 
a years Rent in one of her houses. 

''That the Petitioners* Coundl excepted to eight others who lived 
some distance from the town and had been made free within two 
or three years (viz) Philip Avant Thomas Edwards M' Walter Worth 
M' Philip Croker Hugh Pine John Dunning James Leer Richard 
Balhatchett. 

''That the sitting members counsel in answer to this evidence 
alleged that the makeing neither the eight nor the seventeen free was 
done with any regard to the sitting members and that the petitioners 
and their Agents had been guilty of treating and other indirect 
practices to which they called several witnesses — 

"Andrew David said that formerly there was a Yam Markett at 
Plympton and that those Exeter men were great Traders in the 
woollen Manufactures, and they hoped the makeing these free would 
be of some Advantage to the Town in the recovery of that Trade. 
But being asked to name such as were considerable traders in the 
woollen manufacture he could name but one viz Thomas Jefferies. 
He said of the Exeter Freemen that were made M' Richard Wood 
voted for M' Hele and that they were not objected to. 

"M' Pollexfen said that about the 10^ April there bdng a discourse 
of a new Parliament the Town proposed to him to choose his son 
and wrote a letter to him upon that occasion, that in July goeing 
thro' the Town some of the Aldermen acquainted him they intended 
to choose M' Jervoise and M' Edgcumbe, M' Hele having disobliged 
them because he would not be satisfied to be chose himself unless he 
might bring in whom he pleased. 

" Thomas Watts said that before the last Election he was drinking 
with Brooking and others and was sent for by M' Hele and when he 
came M' Hele asked him for his vote and that telling M' Hele he was 
under some confinement by reason that he owed M' Waltham 30* 
M' Hele bid him not trouble himself for if he would vote for him 
he would take it off and that he voted for M' Hele upon this promise 
but M' Waltham since Christmas had sent for the money. He said 
this was spoke when M** Waltham and M** Sparke were present and 
in a little room, but M' Hele whispered to him, and M' Hele said 
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he had ordered Lux to give them what drink they would, and that 
there was drinking besides Brooking Wat Warren, Arthur Cook, 
Thomas Freesy, Roger Hingstone and Henry Brooking, and he saw 
no money then paid, and that NP Roch told him if he would vote for 
M' Hele he would take care of him and his Family, and that Freesy 
afterwards told him M' Roch had helped him to his place in the Prize 
Office, and he believed any of M' Hele's friends might have the like, 
and Freesy owned he had a place by M' Roch's means. 

** That then at the instance of the Petitioner's counsel Watts was 
confronted by M** Waltham and M** Sparke M" Waltham said she 
was present most of the time and heard M' Hele ask Watts for his 
vote, but heard nothing said of M' Hele's paying Waltham money. 
But M** Waltham told Watts of the money he borrowed, and Watts 
said he was ready to pay it if she had his Note, and that there was 
a discourse between them of Watts having M' Hele's horse and that 
M** Sparke heard some of the discourse M** Sparke said she heard 
nothing said by M' Hele of his paying the 30^ to Waltham but that 
Watts said he was poor and asked money of M' Hele, and said there 
was some discourse of Watts's having M' Hele's horse, which Watts 
said he remembered nothing of. 

''Walter Bishop said that M' Hele sent for him the day after 
the election to M' Waltham's house and asked him if he saw 
M' Edgcumbe's man give Brooking a guinea which he said he knew 
nothing of, and M' Hele shewed him seven or eight guineas saying 
he might have them if he would say so, but he told him he would 
not for [sic in orig.'] and that afterwards he was drinking with John 
Veale and another and was pressed by them to the same purpose, 
and Henry Sparke threw down money for the reckoning and that 
he has in the same manner been pressed by Waltham and others 
since. 

''And that upon the whole Matter the Comittee came to those 
resolutions : 

" Resolved that it is the opinion of this Comittee That Richard 
Edgcumbe Esq'" is duly elected a Burgess to serve in Parliament for 
the Burough of Plympton in the County of Devon. 

" Resolved that Thomas Jervoise Esq'* is not duly Elected. 

" Resolved that Richard Hele Esq'^ is duly Elected. 

"The first Resolution being read a second time. 

" Resolved that the House doe agree with the Committee in the 
said Resolution that the Right of electing Burgesses to serve in 
Parliament for the Burough of Plympton in the County of Devon 
is in the Mayor Bailiffe and Freemen of the said Burrough, and in 
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the Sonns of Freemen who have a Right to demand their Freedom 
have been refused the same. 

''The second Resolution being read a second time, 
''That the House do agree with the Committee that Richard 
Edgcumbe Esq'* is duly elected, 

" The House divides — 

Tellers for the Yeas for the Noes 

M' Bridges \ Sir Edm* Bacon \ 

M'Henly J ^^ M'Gapc J^ 

So twas resolved in the Affirmative. 

"The third resolution being read a second time, 
"That the House do agree with the Committee that Thomas 
Jervoise Esq^ is not duly Elected, 

"The House divides — 

Tellers for the Yeas for the Noes 

Sir Willoughby Hickman 1 g M' Walpole \ 

W Gulston J ^ M' Moncton J ^ 

Resolved in the Affirmative. 
" The fourth resolution being read a second time, 
"That the House do agree with the Committee that Richard 
Hele Esq** is duly elected, 

" The house divides — 

Tellers for the Yeas for the Noes 

M'NichoUs -I M'Monson \ 

S' Humpy Mackworth J ^ S' Jn<> Holland J ^ 

Resolved in the Affirmative. 

"A motion was made and a question put, 

"That the proceedings of the Mayor and Corporation of the 
Borough of Plympton in the County of Devon, in makeing Freemen 
after the death of His late Majesty to vote at the last election was 
illegal contrary to the rights of the said Corporation and that those 
freemen then pretended to be made have not thereby obtained any 
Right to vote upon that account in any future Elections. 

" The house divides — 

Tellers for Yeas for the Noes 

Sir Roger Mostynl Sir Walter Young] 



I \ ac ^^^ Walter Young l ^ 

P^ M'Mompesson f^ 



M' Michell J ^^ M' Mompesson 

Resolved in the Affirmative. 
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** Remark upon this Report. 
*« The Original Poll stood thus : 



Edgcumbe ... 52' 
Deduct for Exon 


Jervoise . 
Ded* for 


D^ 


46^^ Hele ... 41^ 
Add sons of 


men voted out . 17 


Evans voting 


freemen who 


R«n»* 35. 


for Hele 


Rem* 


16 wererefused 
— and allowed 
3<^^ here ... 10 
Add Blake 
and Tutton 2 


Williams . . . 


27 




53' 


Add as before 


10 




Ded^ at Exon) 


Blake and Tutton 


2 




freemen Wood » 3 




— 




Carket Evans 


Deduct Wood 


39 
I 




Rem* 50 



Rem* 38 

''The Petitioners Councel objected to 8 Persons ; viz. : 
Philip Avent Philip Croker James Leer 

Thomas Edwards Hugh Pine Richard Balhatchet 
Walter Worth John Denning 

Who all voted for the sitting Members, and no resolution taken 
against them by which it should seem there can be no Objection 
to their Votes in any future Election. 

'' By the resolutions taken if the gentlemen who were of that side 
had thought them right M*^ Williams must have been voted duly 
elected as well as M' Hele, and it as plainly appears that the House 
to serve a turn agreed to the resolution of the Committee in which 
a sort of right in Freemen's sons is set up though in their determining 
Edgcumbe duly elected they in the same day did disallow it. 

''The last resolution without dispute cutts off the Exeter freemen 
totally." 

If we understand the proceedings and calculations, Hele and 
Williams should have been declared elected, but as the narrator 
states, the House of Commons, to serve a tum^ agreed to 
the resolution of the committee. 

This question of the right of the sons of freemen to claim 
to be admitted free burgesses cropped up from time to time, 
but was never allowed. In July, 1802, Sir Philip Metcalfe, 
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Edward Golding, Esq., and Captain George Palmer were 
candidates. Captain Palmer was the son of a former mayor 
who, and whose family, had been for some time connected with 
Plympton. He was anxious to enlarge the electing body, 
and brought up seven persons who claimed to vote by reason 
of their being sons of deceased freemen. The mayor rejected 
these votes on the ground that the right which they claimed 
was subversive of the constitution of the borough, no single 
instance appearing in the record of the borough that such a 
claim had ever been made or that such a usage had ever 
prevailed. At the following sessions, i November, 1802, 
several persons tendered themselves to the jury claiming 
to be presented by it to the mayor and aldermen as having 
a right to their freedom, being sons of former freemen ; but as 
they were unable to give any evidence of such a right, or of 
any such usage, the jury considered it their duty to decline 
presenting them. At the next election, which took place 
3 December, 1803, ^he candidates were Edward Golding, Esq., 
Paul Treby Treby, Esq., and Thomas North, Lord Graves, 
the latter nominated by Captain Palmer, who was the mover 
in all these proceedings. Twenty-three persons voted for the 
two first, and the same number for Lord Graves ; but twenty- 
two of Lord Graves' voters were the sons of freemen who had 
never been admitted, and whose votes were therefore refused 
by the mayor. In Hilary term, 1804, Thomas Woollcombe, 
of Devonport, as a younger son of a freeman, born without 
the liberty of Plympton, and Edmund Body the elder, the 
eldest son of a freeman born within the liberty, brought writs 
of mandamus to compel the governing body to admit them 
as freemen of the borough. No doubt these were selected as 
test cases, but there was nothing to sustain their claims. The 
mayor filed a return denying the rights of the applicants, who 
took no further steps in the matter, and the question rested 
for many years. 

In the year 1830 another attempt was made to induce the 
mayor and his brethren to admit a larger number of electors. 
On behalf of Major J. Wolrige, Captain T. Wolrige, and 
Lieutenant C. Wolrige, it was argued that as sons of a former 
freeman they had a right to claim their freedom. It was, 
however, of no use. The court and the jury refused to 



Digitized 



by Google 



198 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

interfere with the existing state of things; and although a 
mandamus was again applied for, no further proceedings 
followed. The ground for believing that there was such a 
right in the sons of freemen arose from the clause in the 
by-laws of 1623 (see p. 118 ante\ which provided ** That if any 
person or persons above the age of eighteen which are free 
burgesses bom of this liberty should be presented in the Borough 
Court and after warned by the bailiff for the time being to come 
to the Court there to be sroom a freeman or freemen and should 
absent him or themselves and not come to the Court to be 
sTvom and claim his or their freedom as aforesaid within three 
months next after such warning to him or them so given should 
from henceforth utterly lose the possibility of his or th^ir freedom 
and not afterwards to be admitted thereunto but as a stranger.*^ 
This is sufficiently ambiguous, but although the House of 
Commons in 1702 apparently thought that it gave the right 
to those sons of freemen who had a right to demand their 
freedom without saying how such a right was conferred, 
evidently the point on behalf of the sons was weak, and the 
court, although seemingly not unwilling to do what was 
wished, did not see its way to extend the franchise in the 
manner suggested. 

The freemen continued to be elected according to the ancient 
mode down to 1832. They were made by the mayor and 
aldermen, and no qualification was required. The privilege 
was a simple gift, and those selected were chosen not from the 
inhabitants of the place as such, but from among the gentry, 
magistrates, and others of Devon and Cornwall, friends and 
acquaintances of the mayor and common council, and without 
doubt were such as could be relied upon to vote as wished by 
those claiming to be patrons of the borough, who of late years 
were the Edgcumbe and Treby families. 

The following is a continuation of the list of members down 
to the passing of the Reform Act, when the borough was 
disfranchised : — 

Sir John Cope, Knt. Richard Edgcombe, Esq. 
Richard Edgcumbe, Esq. George Treby, Esq. 
Richard Edgcumbe, Esq. George Treby, Esq. 
Richard Edgcumbe, Esq. George Treby, Esq. 
Richard Edgcumbe, Esq. George Treby, Esq. 



1705 




4 Anne. 


1708 




7 Anne. 


I7IO 




9 Anne. 


I7I3 




13 Anne. 


I7I4- 


15 


I Geo. I 
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1714-15 I Geo. I. Geoi^e Treby» Esq. Richard Edgcumbe, Esq. 
1722 8 Geo. I. Richard Edgcumbe» Esq. George Treby, Esq. 

Richard Edgcumbe, Esq. George Treby» Esq. 
1727 I Geo. II. Richard Edgcumbe, Esq. George Treby, Esq. 

John Fuller, Esq., vice George Treby, Esq., 
who elected to serve for Clifton Dartmouth 
Hardness. The Honourable George Treby 
was elected for three places in Devonshire 
in this Parliament ; viz. Clifton Dartmouth 
Hardness, Plymouth, and Plympton. 
1734 8 Geo. II. Richard Edgcumbe, Esq. 

Thomas Clutterbuck, Esq. 
Thomas Walker, Esq., vice Rich^ Edgcumbe, 
Esq., elected to serve for Lostwithiel. 
1741 15 Geo. II. Richard Edgcumbe, Esq. 

Thomas Clutterbuck, Esq. 
William Lord Simdon, vice Rich^ Edgcumbe, 

Esq., on his becoming Lord Edgcumbe. 
Richard Edgcumbe, Esq., vice Thomas 
Clutterbuck, Esq., deceased. 
1747 31 Geo. II. Richard Edgcumbe, Esq., son of Richard 

Lord Edgcumbe. 
Captain George Edgcumbe, son of Richard 

Lord Edgcumbe. 
George Treby, Esq., vice Rich* Edgcumbe, 
Esq., who elected to serve for Lostwithiel. 
William Baker, Esq., Alderman of the City 
of London, vice George Edgcumbe, Esq., 
who elected to serve for Fowey. 
1754 ^7 ^^^- II- George Treby, Esq. William Baker, Esq. 

1761 I Geo. III. SirWilliamBaker,Knt, Alderman of London. 

George Treby, Esq. 
George Hele Treby, Esq., vice George Treby, 

Esq., deceased. 
Paul Henry Ourry, Esq., vice George Hele 
Treby, Esq., deceased. 
1768 8 Geo. III. Paul Henry Ourry, Esq. William Baker, Esq. 

1774 15 G^' HI. Sir Richard Phillips, Bart. 

•Paul Henry Ourry, Esq. 
William Fullarton, Esq., vice Sir Richard 
Phillips, Bart., Lord Milford, who accepted 
Stewardship of Chiltem Hundreds. 
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1774 15 Geo. III. John Durand, Esq., of Carshalton, Surrey, 

vice Paid Henry Ourry, Esq., appointed 
Commissioner of Navy. 
1780 31 Geo. III. James Cecil, Lord Viscount Cranboum. 

Sir Ralph Payne, K.B. 

James Stuart, vice James Cecil, Lord Viscoimt 
Cranbourn, on becoming Earl of Salis- 
bury. 
1784 34 Geo. III. Paul Treby Ourry, Esq. 

John Stephenson, Esq., of Brentford Butts, 

County Middlesex. 
John Pardoe the Younger, Esq., vice Paul 
Treby Ourry, Esq., who accepted Steward- 
ship of Chiltern Hundreds. 
1790 30 Geo. III. Henry, Earl of Carhampton, of the Kingdom 

of Ireland. 
Philip Metcalf, Esq., of Westham, Essex. 
William Manning, Esq., of Totteridge, Herts, 
vice Henry, Earl of Carhampton, who ac- 
cepted Stewardship of Chiltern Hundreds. 
1796 36 Geo. III. William Adams, Esq., of Craven Street, 

Westminster. 
1801 41 Geo. III. William Mitchell, Esq., of Harley Street, 

Middlesex. 
Richard Hankey, Esq., of High Beech, Essex, 
vice William Mitchell, Esq., who accepted 
Stewardship of Chiltern Hundreds. 
Sylvester Baron Glenbervie, vice William 
Adams, Esq., who accepted Stewardship 
of Manor of East Hendred. 
1803 43 Geo. III. Edward Golding, Esq., of Maiden Early, 

Berks. 
Philip Metcalfe, Esq., of Hill Street, 
Middlesex. 

1806 47 Geo. III. Robert Stewart, Viscount Castlereagh, of 

St. James Square, Middlesex. 
Sir Stephen Lushington, Bart, of South Hill 

Park, Berks. 
William Asheton Harboard, Esq., of Blick- 

ling, Norfolk, vice Sir Stephen Lushington, 

Bart, deceased. 

1807 46 Geo. III. Robert Stewart, Viscount Castlereagh. 
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1807 46 Geo. III. William Asheton Harboard, Norfolk. 

Henry Drummond, Esq., of The Grange, 
Hants, vice William Asheton Harboard, 
Esq., on his becoming Lord SufBeld. 
181 3 53 Geo. HI. Ranald George Macdonald, Esq., of Clan- 

ronald, Scotland. 

Geoi^e Duckett, Esq., of Upper Grosvenor 
Street, Middlesex. 

William Douglas, Esq., of Almamass, Kirk- 
cudbright, vice George Duckett, Esq., 
who accepted Stewardship of Chiltem 
Hundreds. 

Alexander Boswell, Esq., of Auchenlech, Ayr, 
vice William Douglas, Esq., who accepted 
Stewardship of Chiltem Hundreds. 
1818 58 Geo. HI. Ranald Geoi^e Macdonald, Esq. 

Alexander Boswell, Esq. 
1820 I Geo. IV. Ranald George Macdonald, Esq. 

Alexander Boswell, Esq. 

William Gill Paxton, Esq., of Watford Place, 
Herts, vice Alexander Boswell, Esq., who 
accepted Stewardship of Chiltem Hundreds. 

John Henry North, Esq., of Merrion Square, 
Dublin, vice Ranald George Macdonald, 
Esq., who accepted Stewardship of Manor 
of East Hendred. 

John Henry North, Esq. 
1826 7 Geo. IV. Geoi^e Edgcumbe, Esq., of Mount Edg- 

cumbe, Devon. 

Gibbs Crawford Antrobus, Esq., of Easton 
Hall, Chester. 

Sir Charles Wetherell, Knt., of Lincoln's Inn, 

Middlesex, vice George Edgcumbe, Esq., 

who accepted Stewardship of Chiltem 

Hundreds. 

1830 I Will. IV. Emest Augustus Edgcumbe, Viscount Valle- 

tort. 

Gibbs Crawford Antrobus, Esq., of Eaton 
Hall, Chester. 
1830 I Will IV. Sir Compton Domville, Bart., of Santey 

House, Dublin, in Ireland, vice Viscount 
Valletort, who accepted Stewardship of 
Chiltem Hundreds. 
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183 1 I Will. IV. Sir Compton DomviUe, Bart. 

Gibbs Crawford Antrobus, Esq., of Eaton 
Hall, Chester. 

The feasting in the town was not confined to the times when 
the mayor was chosen ; and in concluding this account of the 
parliamentary representation of the borough we may refer to 
the accounts, some of which have been preserved, of the 
expenditure in eating and drinking among the electors, which 
took place after the election for members, when high revel 
was held, extending apparently over three days. Here is an 
account of ** things used" in 1742 : — 

Things used att the Election of M' Richard Edgcumbe Esq' y* 
g^ day of December 1743. 

Eight dozens & four bottles of red port wine at 18* Doz . 07 10 00 

Three doz & three bottles of dry mountain at 18* doz 

One bottle of Brandy 

One hogshead of Cyder 

Six men helping on all occasions three days 

Seven wine glasses broke 

Two quart mugs broke . 

Ten seams of fire wood . 



The butler 
William Rowill 
Tamson Bartlet 
Abigill Ruse . 
Pipes and tobacco 



M' Turbill's servant Pearse JeflFery 

Ann Roper 

Eliz: Gaye 

The butcher's bill 

Thomas Robinson for a can of white ale 

Peter Treby one quarter coal 



Endorsed 4 Dec: 1742. 
Edgcumbe Esq*^. 



It i8* doz 


02 18 06 


. . . 


00 01 06 


. • • 


01 10 00 


• • 


00 18 00 


. 


00 03 06 


. . . 


00 01 00 


* . • 


00 15 00 


TotaU 


13 17 6 


. • . 


01 01 00 


. 


00 05 00 


• 


00 05 00 


• 


00 05 00 


. 


00 01 00 


Totall 


IS 14 6 


• 


00 05 00 


• 


00 05 00 


• 


00 05 00 
16 16 06 


. • . 


00 07 09 


ToUU 

* ■ . 


33 13 09 
00 16 06 


TotaU 


34 10 03 



Ptars of Expenses at Election of Rich^ 
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Forty years later the expense was somewhat larger; but 
there seems to have been great consumption of good liquor, 
and the broken glass cost sixpence more. As there are more 
details, we give this account also in full. 

An acc^ of the Din' and Liq' at election for two members of Parlia- 
ment for the Borough of Plympton the 3*^ April 1784. 





£ s. 


ii. 


£ 


/. 


if. 


Turbets . 


I 2 





Beer 


5 





Lobsters . 


3 


6 


Cyder 


4 





Oysters 


I 





Dorchester Beer • 


I 


6 


Turkeys . 


10 





Porter 


3 


6 


Pigs 


8 





Cherry Brandy 


5 





Fowles 


I 2 


6 


Gin Twbt 


3 





Checkings 


4 


6 


Lemons and Sugar 


7 


6 


Hams 


I 2 


8 


Port to Freem»after Sup' 






Pigeons . 


4 


II 


5s. Sherry 3s. Bumbo 






Tarts 


4 





and Gin Twist 2s. 


10 





Flour 


8 





Constables' Port . 


15 





Raiz°* and Currants 


4 





Mountain . 


5 





Eggs 


2 





Lisbon 


10 





Cream 


2 





Rum and Brandy 


7 


6 


Bread 


12 





Punch • . . I 


2 





Butter 


I 





Beer 


2 


6 


Gard" Ware and Brocol 


i 




Dorch' Beer 


I 


6 


french Beans anc 


I 




Serj*- & f Port . 
Servt* I Lisbon • 


10 





Radishs 


5 


6 


5 





Sallet 


2 





Punch . . . 2 


2 


6 


Spices 


3 


6 


i5eer • • • 


4 





Pickles . 


I 


6 


Cyder 


I 





Bacon 


2 





Dorch' Beer 


2 





Salt 


2 


6 


Publishing Precept 


5 





Cheese 


3 





Rum to Nurse Clark by 






Mustard Oyland Vinega 


r I 





Mn Ourrys orders . 


5 





Truffels and Morells 


I 





Wine to Constables' 






Sug' 


I 


8 


Wifes . . . I 


10 





Biskits . 


I 





Wine to Bayliffs and 






Writing Paper 


I 





Serjt* Wifes . . i 








Broken Ware 


5 





To Mr. Ourry's Work- 






Bakeing . 


6 





men Punch 


9 





Char Women 


. I 





Gin • . . 


I 





Horse hire 


5 





Beer 


I 
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Dressing Beefstakes 

Bread &c to Freemen 3 o 

Beer • • . i o 
Wine . ..76 

Bumbo • • • I o 

Horse's hay and Com » la o 









£ »- d. 


CofBe • . . 18 6 


Fire 




3 6 


Dressing d 


inner 




3 a 


Port 






3 10 


Lisbon 






.100 


Sherry 






I 16 


Maderia 






. I 15 


Rum 






. I ID 


Brandy 






.150 


Gin 






10 


Punch 






.126 



Moiety 

7 Jany 1785. 
J. Paucbr. 



£Z9 9 o 
19 14 6 
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CHAPTER V 

THE CHURCH: ITS HISTORY, SURROUNDINGS, 
AND BELONGINGS 

First documentary evidence of a church, 1300— The Norman and Early English 
church— Provision for worship— Dedication of church, 131 1— Oliver's con- 
fusion between church of St Thomas and St Mary— Walter Hake's convey- 
ance, 1406-John Brackley and the chapel of St Maurice— Church of the 
fifteenth century— The tower— Indulgences— The dedication and iU alteration 
—Cemetery or graveyard— The duellist, the suicide, and the lost messenger- 
Trees in the yard— The church-house— The cross— Windows— Pulpit— Font- 
Screens— SeaU and pews— Eucharistic vessels— Organs— Bells— MonumenU 
and memorials of the departed— Corome— Restorations. 

THE first mention we find of a church 
at Plympton is in a deed dated before 
1300 (?29 Edw. I), by which Joan and 
AgneSy daughters of John Godman, grant 
to Henry le Palmere a shop and soler near 
the chapel of St. Thomas of Canterbury, 
archbishop and martyr. The devotion to 
the memory of St. Thomas commenced very 
soon after his cruel murder in 11 70, and 
the dedication of churches to God's honour 
and in memory of His latest saint soon 
commenced and became very widespread, 
and we may conclude that somewhat early in the thirteenth 
century the original dedication of the chapel at Plympton 
Comitis was changed to that of the popular English saint, 
Plympton did not dififer from other places, and it may be taken 
for granted that the church, which was afterwards enlarged 
and became the parish church, was nothing more at first than 
the domestic chapel of the lords of the castle, which took the 
place of the cross at which those sent from the Baptismal 
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Church of the Priory taught,^ and this, probably wattled, 
ecclesia^ became in course of time the stone ism.^ 

The lords of Plympton would have provided a place of 
worship of some sort for their tenants and households, and 
also for those who sheltered under the shadow of their strong- 
hold, and for the inhabitants of the town. The site which 
the present church occupies is the same as that which the 
Norman and later chapels occupied; so little has Plympton 
and its surroundings and belongings changed, that it is 
certain they could have been nowhere else. In the im- 
mediate neighbourhood was an extensive Romano- British 
population, in all probability to a great extent a Christian 
one. This early church was in character the same as else- 
where, a building with an aisleless rectangular nave and a 
small square-ended chancel, approached through an archway 
which was little larger than a doorway.^ Whatever sanctuary 
there was it would not have been of much importance before 
the building of the Norman castle. Although, as we shall 
see, there are some remains of early work in the present 
church, nothing has been found of pre-Norman date. 

In the Taxation of Pope Nicholas IV, 1288-91, is a reference 
which can relate only to Plympton. Under the Deanery of 
Plympton we find that the value of ^^Ecclesia de Pfymptone*^ is 
returned at £^^. 6s. 8d., the tenths being ;^3. 6s. 8d. It is 
difficult to understand how the amount could be so large, for 
even if this refers to the value of the chapels appurtenant to 
the Priory they would not represent so large a sum as this. 
The only chapel separately mentioned is that of Sampford 
Spiney, which belonged to the Priory, in the Deanery of 
Tamerton, and it is assessed at £2. only. It may be that there 
is some error in the figures. 

Dr. Oliver, in his ^^Monasticon," says that Bishop Stapeldon 
on the Friday after the feast of the Apostles SS. Simon and 
Jude (29 October, 131 1), consecrated a church in honour of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary for the use of the parishioners, 
and on the same day reconciled the cemetery — infra cetne- 
terium prioratus — and he gives his reference to the Bishop's 

1 Vid€ Davidson, *< Trans. Exeter Dioc Arch. Soc," Vol. IV, 2 sen p. 349. 
' Micklethwaite, " BngL Parish Churches. Lectures on Art/' p. loi. 
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Register.^ But on trying to verify the reference we find that 
the entry does not bear out this statement. The actual entry 
is: ^^Et die Veneris in crastino apud Pfymptone, dedicavit 
Ecclesiam Parochialetn ibidem et reconciliavit Cymyterium^*** 
that is, on 29 October, 1311, the bishop dedicated at Plympton 
the parish church there and reconciled the cemetery. This 
is quite a di£Ferent thing from Oliver's statement. There is 
nothing about the dedication to the Blessed Virgin, nothing 
about Plympton St Mary, nothing about injra cemeterium 
or the Priory. Plympton means here Plympton, the town, 
not Plympton St Mary; as far as we know there was no 
such parish until some time after, the first mention of such 
being in 1332. The fact is that Oliver has mixed up this 
earlier entry with the entries in Grandisson's Register in 1332, 
and in Brantyngham's Register nearly a century later, in a 
most misleading way, evidently thinking that the same church 
was referred to in both, whereas the one in 131 1 was Ecclesia 
parochialis; and St Mary's, even if there was such a building, 
was not Capella parochialis^ and would have been referred to 
as CapeUam Beate Marie apud Pfymptone^ not ^^ Ecclesiam 
Parochialem^^^ if a reference to it were intended. It must be 
allowed, however, that there are difficulties which we are not 
able to explain, for in Grandisson's Register (Vol. II, fol. 149 b ; 
Hingeston-Randolph, Vol. II, pp. 644-5) there is a church 
referred to as the ^^Ecclesie Parochialis Beate Marie de Plymp^ 
Ume^^ and again in 1333 {ibid.y fol. 170 ; Hingeston-Randolph, 
Vol. II, p. 714) in the same words; and yet, in the same 
register, very shortly afterwards the '^ Capellis Sancte Marie 
et Sancte Thome de Pfymptone^* (ibid.f p. 775) are mentioned 
with the other chapelries of the Priory, there being no 
reference to either of them being parochial. The question 
arises — where then was the parish church of the Blessed Mary 
of Plympton? Behind all this is something not to be explained 
at present. No doubt in time the light will shine. But it is 
clear that the church of Plympton was at this time a parish 

^ Oliver, '*Mon. Exoo.," p. 129. 

* Stapeldon's Reg., ed. Preb. Hingeston-RAiulolpb, p. 155. It is impossible to 
refrain from expressing our sense of tbe extreme value of tbe great work of 
Mr. Hineeston-Randolpb in transcribing and editing the Episcopal Registers of 
the old diocese of Exeter. It is as important a contribution to the history of tbe 
county as any jret printed, and as a record of church life and work in the Middle 
Ages nothing like it has been done for any other diocese. 
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church having its own graveyard and its own officers. This is 
confirmed by the contents of the deed we have now to refer to. 
In sundry documents being conve3rances of property in the 
town the chapel of St. Thomas is frequently mentioned, and 
in a grant made in the fourth year of Edward III, 1330, we 
have a very interesting document. It is a deed in the muni- 
ment room of the dean and chapter of our cathedral, and is a 
conveyance of land by John Goddard and John Brent, wardens 
of the Chapel of St. Thomas the Martyr at Plympton, with 
the consent of Simon of Solers, Walter Bykelegh, William 
Foster, Richard Wysere, Simon de Stowford, Richard Fostere, 
and other parishioners of the said parish, of a messuage at 
Pl)rmpton, formerly belonging to Gilbert Huckistone called 
Lywerdisghyre to Robert Bellaworthy, blacksmith. Attached 
are six seals, five of them beautifully perfect. We give an 
extended copy. 

Sciant presentes et futuri quod Nos Johannes Godard et 
Johannes Wrenta Custodes Capelle que dicitur Sancti Thome 
Martiris Plympton' Comitis afsensu et concensu Simonis de 
Solers Walteri Bykelegh* WilHelmi Forstere Ricardi Veysere 
Simonis de Stoforde Ricardi Forstere et ceterorum parochian- 
orum predicte Capelle tradidimus concefsimus et hoc scripto 
confirmavimus Roberto Bellaworthy fabro totum illud Mesua- 
gium quod quondam Gilbertus Huckistone tenuit in Plympton' 
quod vocatur Lywerdisghyre. Tenendum et habendum pre- 
dicto Roberto heredibus et afsignatis suis de capitalibus 
dominis feodi illius per servicia inde debita et de jure consueta 
Reddendo inde annuatim predicte Capelle seu ejus custodibus 
duodecim denarios argenti ad quatuor anni terminos principales 
equis porcionibus pro omnibus serviciis querelis et demandis 
Et si ita contingat quod predictus redditus suis terminis non 
fuerit plenarie solutus quod absit ex tunc licebit predictis 
custodibus qui pro tempore fuerint predictum redditum non 
solutum in omnibus tenementis nostris in Plympton' et per 
omnia bona in eis inventa distringere et absque deliberacione 
retinere quousque de predicto redditu plenarie fuerint satisfacti 
et eciam super dampnis et e.xpensis circa predictum redditum 
perquirendis de bonis nostris plenarie refundantur. Et nos 
predicti custodes et succefsores nostri predictum mesuagium 
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predicto Roberto heredibus et afsignatis suis contra omnes 
gentes tenemur defendere et acquietare. In cujus rei testi- 
monium huic carte dupplicate sigilla apposuimus. Testibus 
Johanne Kyndon' Willielmo Crockere Ricardo Crockere 
Johanne Ch)rtelsm)rth Edwardo Lange Waltero Michel et 
aliis. Datum Plympton' die Lune proxima post festum Trans- 
lacionis Sancti Thome Martiris anno regni Regis Edwardi 
tercii a conquestu Anglie quarto [13 July 1330]. 

Here, again, although the building is now called Capella^ 
it appears to be a properly constituted parish church, with its 
wardens, who were in possession of property belonging to the 
parish, and who were dealing with it with the consent of 
the parishioners. Again, in 1440 Bishop Lacy speaks of the 
parochial chapel and cure. In 1386, however, all the appendant 
chapels are mentioned as Capellarum parochialium. See Bran- 
tyngham's Register, Hingeston-Randolph, p. 623. 

With reference to this Prebendary Hingeston-Randolph has 
been good enough to write us : — 

What occurs to me is this — Was not the original ^Ecclesia* in the 
ancient borough of Plympton, and under the shadow of its castle? 
And did not the powerful priory, in the course of time, being in so 
many ways paramount, overwhelm the ancient parochia (obliterating 
the ancient landmarks) and become the matrix ecclesia of the whole, 
including Plympton Comitis, and that by a gradual and almost im- 
perceptible process? What could apud Plymptone mean but the 
ancient Pl3rmpton — the town with its castle, the place entitled to that 
name, still in 131 1 retaining its * ecclesia parochialis^* though already 
overshadowed by the priory and sinking into comparative insigmfi- 
cance? In other words, the priory swallowed up everything and 
became the matrix ecclesia of the whole. 

It appears to us that this is a very reasonable explanation ; 
there are difficulties, but until we know more we adopt it. 
The very careful way in which the church of Plympton 
St. Mary is described in 1332 in the licence to exhume the 
bodies of Ralph and Peter Chalons, and again in Brantyng- 
ham's Register, proves that the scribes were dealing with 
a different church. 

About seventy years after the date of the deed we have quoted 
we find another chapel mentioned in a deed dated November, 
1406, Walter Hake granting thereby to John Bellaworthy free 
entrance and exit from the garden door of his house in 
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the borough of Plympton Earle on the western part of the 
chapel of St. Maurice, and on the southern side of heredita- 
ments formerly of John de Wydelieghe, and also the right to 
construct an aqueduct, the labour and stones being found by 
the grantee. This deed was completed at Plympton the 
Saturday after the Feast of St. Katherine. And here comes 
in the absurd story so often repeated in guide-books, that the 
church was founded by John Brackley in the fifteenth century. 
John Brackley was a gentleman who was an important resident 
in the parish at the end of the fourteenth century. His house 
was St. Stephens in Ridgeway, and there he had his private 
chapel. He was member for the borough with John Cross in 
the parliament which met at Westminster 12 November, 1384, 
8 Ric. II. About this time, and for some time previously, the 
people of Plympton were engaged in, if not altogether 
rebuilding, to a great extent reconstructing, their church, 
and John Brackley undertook the building and endowment 
of a chapel therein as a chantry dedicated to St. Maurice. Why 
the donor selected St. Maurice we do not know, unless it was 
to this saint that the church was dedicated before the 
rededication to St. Thomas of Canterbury. There are not 
many churches dedicated to the saint, and Plympton is the 
only one in this diocese. Maurice was the commander of a 
Roman legion — ^the Theban — in the time of the Emperor 
Maximian, about the year 290. The soldiers of this legion 
formed a part of an expedition against the Gauls. When 
crossing the Alps the army was halted at Octodurus, the present 
Swiss town Martigny, and orders were given for a solemn 
sacrifice to the gods for a successful issue to the campaign. 
The legion was stationed at Agaunum, and the men refusing 
to join in the ceremony they were slaughtered with their head, 
the primtcerius Maurice. At Agaunum Charlemagne founded a 
monastery to the honour of the dead heroes, and the name of 
the place was changed to St. Maurice. 

In the Chantry Roll 37 Hen. VIII, under Plympton Morys, 
we have : — The Chapel called Saynt Moris. Founded by John 
Brackeley. To [find] a pryste to mynystre dyvyne setvyce 
in a chapell of Saynt Moris in the Parish of Plymtan Maty, 
which Chapel is called Plymtan Moris, and is a chappell appen- 
dant or daughter (as it is called there) of the mother church of 
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PlynUan Mary and distant from the said mother church half a 
myle. Theyerelye value of the lands and possessions, vif* xv* viif'. 
The mother church here mentioned is the Priory Church. 

The church at Plympton before these alterations at the end 
of the fourteenth century was one with a chancel and a long 
nave, low aisles north and south, one roof covering the nave 
and aisles, and a low tower with a turret It was with the 
growing prosperity of the town found insufficient for the needs 
of the population. At this time, and probably, as we have 
shown, long before, the church was parochial, and the little 
burying ground of the Saxon church had been extended. We 
do not find any evidence that this chapel was in the same 
position as the other chapels appurtenant to the priory, where 
Holy Communion could be celebrated, matins and evensong 
said, and perhaps baptism administered, but nothing else ; for 
all other offices of the church the people had to go to the 
mother church, that of the priory. This was the case at 
Brixton, Wembury, Plymstock, Shaugh, and Sampford Spiney, 
which the canons of Plympton had charge of, and in none of 
them originally was there any provision for the sustenance of 
the minister, or was there any graveyard. We have informa- 
tion as to when some of these appendant chapelries acquired 
parochial rights; in others it is most probable that they 
were obtained in the fifteenth century. Plympton, it would 
seem, always had them. No reference to the graveyard is found 
in the two ancient deeds we have referred to, as the property dealt 
with was situated on the west side of the church, the old burying 
ground being on the north-east and south ; but we have seen that 
when, in 131 1, Bishop Stapeldon rededicated the church he also 
reconciled the graveyard. And it is therefore very probable 
that during the work of alteration, or addition or rebuilding, or 
whatever necessitated rededication, something had happened 
in the yard. There may have been an accident, or a quarrel 
among the workmen causing shedding of blood, or it may have 
been that wittingly or unwittingly an excommunicated person 
had been buried therein, or some other untoward event had 
occurred, which under the ecclesiastical law or custom had 
rendered the yard unfit for Christian burial.^ In the deeds 
granting parochial rights to the chapels we have mentioned, 
besides the reservation of various fees, the inhabitants were 

^ 9x nl, Preb. Hingeston-Randolph. 
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for ever thereafter to repair and amend all manner of things 
they then repaired and amended in the church or chapel of Our 
Lady of Plympton, and Plympton St. Thomas had also to con- 
tri bute to the cost of these repairs. These payments of fees ceased 
on the dissolution of the priory, but the cost of the accustomed 
repairs to the church of St. Mary, whatever they may have been, 
continued to be contributed by the six parishes for some time 
after ; for in a memorandum (27 March, 6 Eliz., 1564) having 
reference to the spiritual wants of the parishes, the appointment 
of whose ministers, then as now, was with the dean and canons of 
Windsor, we find ''these six Chapels are bound to repair the Church 
and Churchyard of Plympton Mary by composition^ which th^ do, 
therefore the College of Windsor may retain and save six priests^ 
wages, that is £60 per annum.** The amount is exaggerated, 
and it is not likely the payment for repairs was long continued. 

To return to the fabric of the church. In all probability its 
reconstruction went on gradually from the end of the fourteenth 
century, and the munificence of John Brackley encouraged the 
people, who were also, no doubt, helped by the prior and 
the canons in their efforts. Evidently it was not proceeded with 
continuously, and this, we think, will account for the many 
inequalities in the building and the crookedness of some of its 
parts. The remains of the church which the present Perpendi- 
cular building has replaced are to be found at the east and west 
ends, in the chancel and some of its adjuncts, and in the west 
doorway of the tower and the window above, and the relieving 
arches of both these, in the doorway from the ground-floor of 
the tower to the tower staircase, and in the masonry of the 
lower parts of the walls of the tower, as well as in the responds 
at the end of the nave against the tower and their bases. These 
are all Early English, some of a very early character. 

The head of the west window in the tower is partly limestone 
and partly granite, with scoinson arch and relieving arch over. 
The west tower doorway has the original Early English 
relieving arch and part of the Early English jambs cut 
away to make room for granite jambs. During the restora^ 
tion of 1879 the character and age of the chancel walls were 
clearly ascertained. The different stone of which these walls 
were built, and their thickness and the absence of buttresses, 
prove that this part of the church is of earlier work than the 
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greater part of the rest of the building. The capitals of the 
columns of the sedilia although new are, as far as the skill of 
a country stone-mason could make them, reproductions of the 
old, the fragments found built up in the wall giving the clue, 
and showing that the chancel was of the period we have 
assigned it. We consider that this Early English capella was, 
as regards its nave and chancel, of the same dimensions as the 
present church. Indeed, this must have been so, for the eastern 
wall shows that it extended so far in this direction, while the 
built-up responds and other Early English work about the 
tower and its masonry mark the limit on the west. But in the 
tower we have still earlier work. The eastern part of this is 
Transitional Norman — ^the piers, the imposts, and the arch. 
These are built of granite, but of a different stone from that 
used in the later work, and against these old piers the walls of 
the Early English church were built, and the responds we have 
referred to. These wall piers are four feet in thickness. The 
date would be about 1070-90. We have seen that in 1300 the 
dedication of the chapel was to St. Thomas of Canterbury, and 
this dedication was preserved, and although it was for the main 
part rebuilt, the martyred archbishop continued to be com- 
memorated in the new building. We believe that this Early 
English building was the one dedicated by Bishop Stapeldon 
in 131 1, as before mentioned. There is nothing to show what 
the ground plan of this old chapel was. It had a tower at the 
west end of some importance, for the existing foundations of 
the present tower are those of the early church. There was a 
bell turret, and there is a tradition in the parish that this turret 
is reproduced, the very same stones being used, in the little 
spirelet which carries the vane on the north angle of the present 
tower. An examination of the masonry will show that this is 
not improbable. In the wall above an arch of the south arcade 
is a small two-light window of polyphant stone, belonging to the 
church dedicated in 131 1, perhaps to throw light on the altar in 
the roof loft.^ We can easily imagine what this church was. The 
nave and tower not so high, but covering much the same area 
as at present, with chancel and narrow aisles north and south. 

* But there is no evidence of there having been any rood loft or screen before 
the one, parts of which are incorporated in the screen now in the church. As 
other fragments of polyphant stone have been found, it may be that there were in 
the wall other similar wmdows which were destroyed during the alterations of the 
fifteenth century. 



Digitized 



by Google 



214 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

The exterior would have shown us the chancel with its separate 
roof, and the nave and aisles covered with one roof, with a low 
battlemented tower, the foundations of Norman work, and with 
the turret for the bell at the north-eastern angle. 

And now at the end of the fourteenth century considerable 
alterations were made. The pillars, which were of masonry, 
were replaced by monoliths of Roborough stone, and arcades 
formed north and south. The east window was allowed to 
remain. We think the gift of John Brackley included not only 
the actual chapel of St. Maurice, but the whole of the south 
aisle, and that he also, about the same time, gave the church- 
yard cross which is now outside the south porch. About the 
same time the north aisle was altered and reconstructed with 
larger windows as we have it now. 

In 1446 the people of Plympton appealed to the bishop for 
assistance in the work of the building of the tower. The 
massive, square, low, Transitional Norman and Early English 
tower did not satisfy them, and they wanted a campanile more 
in harmony with their new Perpendicular church. No doubt 
Bishop Lacy gave them material help, but he did more, after 
the manner of the times (and never let it be forgotten that the 
fifteenth was not the twentieth, and the people of the earlier 
century must not have the standard that pleases us applied to 
them), he granted an indulgence (dated 10 March, 1446) to all 
true penitents who in their charity should assist in the erection 
of the campanile or tower of the parochial chapel and cure of 
St. Thomas of Plympton, ** ad erecwnem campanilis sen turris 
capelli parochialis et curati sancti TTionue de Plympton J"^ ^ 

Deeds of grant of indulgence are very uncommon, and as 
that for the building of the tower of our church is not extant 
we give as a specimen — that to Plympton being, no doubt, very 
similar — a copy of one granted by the Bishop of Worcester in 
1465 a short time before the date of ours. This was granted 
for gifts made to the chapel of St. Blaize, Birmingham. It 
promises forty days of indulgence to those, who in the chapel 
on the Feast of St. Blaize, should say, devota mentej five pater- 
nosters, and aves, with the Apostles' Creed. 

^^Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis presentes literas 
inspecturis Johannes permissione divina Wigornie Episcopus 

^ Oliver, <<M<m. Exoo.", p. 310. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE CHURCH: ITS HISTORY 215 

salutem in eo per quern fit remissio peccatorum considerantes 
bonum zelum ac pium desiderium que predilectus nobis in 
Christo filius Thomas Wybbe armiger habet et geiit ad 
reparacionem ecclesie sive capelle de Shelsi nostre diocesis in 
bonore Sancti Blasii Episcopi dedicate ac vestimentorum et 
ceterorum ornamentorum eiusdem donacionem De omnipotentis 
Dei misericordia et beatissime Marie Matris eiusdem ac 
beatorum Apostolorum Petri et Pauli necnon sanctorum 
confessorum Osebaldi et Wolstoni patronorum nostrorum ac 
omnium Sanctorum mentis et precibus confidentes omnibus 
vere penitenter confessis et contritis qui in die sancti Blazii 
singulis annis ad dictam capellam accesserint et ibidem devota 
mente quinquies Paternoster cum salutacione angelica et 
simbolis Apostolorum genuflectando dixerint tociens quociens 
xl* dies indulgencie concedimus per presentes. Datum nostro 
sub sigillo in Manerie nostro de Alvechurch xxiij^ die mensi 
januarii Anno Domini millesimo cccclx^ quinto Et nostre con- 
secracionis anno vicesimo secundo."^ 

The money flowed in, and the tower was carried to its full 
height. The old foundations were found good enough to 
bear the new work, and for some feet from the base the Norman 
and Early English masonry was preserved. There is much red 
stone in this. The new work was mainly of granite. Some^- 
where, therefore, about the middle of the fifteenth century, the 
whole church and the tower were completed, much as we have 
them now. 

Such in brief, so far as we have been able to trace it, is the 
history of the church. This history is scanty, and much of the 
material that must have existed at one time has disappeared. 
There are no accounts left of gild-wardens, nor are there any 
churchwardens' books of account earlier than the nineteenth 
century, the minute books do not go very far back, and deeds 
formerly in the parish chest have been purloined or have been 
allowed to go astray. Still there is enough evidence left, we 
think, to prove all that we have stated. The church was always 
of some importance, but as time went on it was overshadowed 
by the grandeur of the priory, and later by the fine church 
provided for the inhabitants of the hamlets around, afterwards 
comprising the parish of Plympton St. Mary. It contained no 
shrine thronged by devout worshippers, altars were not multi- 

1 <* Traditions of Old Crown House," etc, Toulmin Smith, p. 49. 
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plied within its walls. For many a year the single altar was 
apparently sufiBcient, and later the high altar, and the altar of 
St. Maurice, the pious foundation of John Brackley, sufiBced, as 
they do now, for the wants of the parishioners, although it is 
very likely there were from time to time tem[)orary altars in 
other parts of the church. 

With regard to the dedication. From the earliest times of 
which we have any account the church was always that of 
St. Thomas of Canterbury, Bishop and Martyr. The procla- 
mation of i8 November, 1538, following the ridiculous summons 
in the cathedral to the dead archbishop to appear in the King's 
Court, abolished the martyr's ofiBce, the antiphons, collects, and 
prayers from all the service-books of the Church. Many church 
dedications to St Thomas were altered, the name of another 
saint being substituted, and at Plympton, although the ancient 
name never entirely disappeared, the church and the parish 
became for a time St. Maurice, then St. Thomas and St. 
Maurice, and later generally St. Maurice. 

We can now proceed to examine the church and what belongs 
to it, and endeavour to describe them in their present state. 

The building stands in a graveyard, the parts immediately 
surrounding the church on the north, south, and east being 
the ancient burial ground. Down to 181 2 the whole of the land 
west of the church to Sugar Lane was in private hands, and the 
path from Tower Lane leading to the road on the north formed 
the boundary of the church and yard on the west. In this year a 
piece of land west of the church path. No. 146 on Palmer's Map, 
and there named Ribbon Field, was given by Mr. Paul Ourry 
Treby for the purpose of additional burying ground, and con- 
veyed to the Rev. John Arscott, the minister, then called the 
curate of Plympton St. Maurice, by deed dated 23 August, 181 2 
(enrolled 52 Geo. Ill), and in the following month it was con- 
secrated by Bishop Carey to God and Holy Church. In 1846 
Mr. Robert Aylwin purchased and presented to the church for 
further addition to the yard a piece of ground which was at one 
time in the hands of the corporation, and by indenture dated 
I September, 1707 granted for a term of one thousand years by 
John Martyn, mayor, Andrew Davies, bailiff, and Richard 
Wadden, J. Treby, William Aldwin, and Richard Edgcombe, 
burgesses, to Jonas Cock, cordwainer. This was a garden 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE CHURCH: ITS HISTORY 217 

held as appurtenant to a dwelling-house in the main street of 
the town. Shortly after another garden, known as Miss Duley's 
garden^and at the comer north of Cock's garden, was given by 
the Treby family ; and this land — ^these two gardens — ^was con- 
secrated in 1848. In 1853 Mr. John Lampeer, the father-in-law 
of the then minister, the Rev. C. K. Williams, d.d., bought 
and gave a small garden between the land given by the Trebys 
in 1848, and that given by Mr. Paul Treby Treby in 181 2. This 
was consecrated in April, 1854. I^ connexion with the improve- 
ments in the churchyard thus effected, the path which led from 
church or behind the tower to the road on the north called 
Tower Lane was stopped up — a broad path, somewhat further 
east, with an iron gate against the road leading straight to the 
north door of the church, being formed. 

In 1882 the Rev. Henry Tubal Hole and Messrs. Joseph 
Aldridge and Brooking Rowe purchased the blacksmith's 
forge and the dwelling-house and garden on the west and 
south of the church and yard. The house was renovated and 
improved, a church-room has taken the place of the shoeing 
forge and shop. The greater part of the garden was thrown 
into the churchjrard, considerably adding to its area, and 
effecting a great improvement in its general appearance. This 
land was conveyed to the rector and churchwardens in 1894 
for additional churchyard, and was consecrated 12 June, 1900, 
by Dr. Trefusis, the Bishop of Crediton, acting for the Bishop 
of the Diocese. In former days the yard extended somewhat 
further east than at present : a little was taken ofTat this end, and 
the south-east comer rounded ofiF, about sixty years since. The 
immediate cause for this was the upsetting of the carriage of 
Mrs. Yonge (the grandmother of Mrs. W. J. WooUcombe), the 
driver running his wheel against the wall, and the servant, who 
was sitting behind, being thrown out and seriously injured. 

It is said that the first persons buried in the new ground con* 
secrated in 181 2 were a duellist, a suicide, and a man who met 
his death by accident. The duellist was Lieutenant William 
Hindes, R.M.L.I., who on 8 March, 1817, fought a duel with 
Lieutenant Gilbert Conroy, near Plympton St. Mary bridge. 
Hindes was wounded and brought to the London Inn, Plympton, 
where he died the next day. An inquest was held by the 
Coroner, Mr. John Boger, and a verdict of wilful murder was 
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returned against Lieutenant Conroy and his second. The 
suicide was a woman who hanged herself in the house of 
Mr. Eveleigh in Longbrook Street, and the third was a man 
named Cawse, a messenger in the employ of Messrs. Boger, 
who was sent to Shaugh on a winter's day with a letter : on his 
return it is supposed he lost his way and fell into a disused 
mine-shafty as he was found in it dead a week after. 
The dates, however, do not appear quite to fit 
There are no trees in the yard now, but some were at one time 
growing there as we find from the following in the vestry book : — 
** MemoraDdum lo March, 1765. At the time of Divine service in 
the forenoon a Vestry was called by the desire of the Churchwarden 
to meet after Evening prayer the same day : which Vestry being 
assembled accordingly they proceeded to enquire into the state of 
Nine Elm Trees growing in the Church-yard of the said parish, which 
Trees had been frequently complained of as a nuisance by the in- 
habitants living near the Church and thought to be a great danger 
of falling on their houses : it being also the opinion of the parishioners 
as well as of several experienced Carpenters that the said Trees are 
growing worse and worse occasioned by their having stood a great 
number of years : it is determined that a public survey shall be held 
for sale of the said Trees. Notices for which survey the Churchwarden 
is to cause to be published at proper places and to sell the said Trees 
to the best bidder, a reasonable value being given for the same." 

On the south side of the yard near the entrance, is the cross 
which was restored and re-erected in 1900. The history of 
this cross is interesting. In the year 1861 alterations were being 
made in the Guildhall of the town. On the taking down of a 
wall running east and west, separating the court from the 
lock-up or clink, a fine granite monolith upwards of nine feet 
long was found built into it lengthways. On being removed, 
this stone was found to be the shaft of a cross. It was quite 
perfect, except that one of the chamfers, where the upper part 
of the square base runs into the elegant tapering octagonal of 
the shaft, had been hacked ofiF, the stone having been .brought 
out so that it might form a part of the wall, and its face be 
made quite smooth. The iron dowel projected for a foot or so 
above the top, and was so firmly fixed as to resist all efforts to 
remove it to shorten it to take the new head. The wall in 
which this shaft was found was probably built in 1680, certainly 
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not later, so that the stone had remained where it was placed 
for nearly two centuries. It was purchased of the builder by 
the late Henry Hele Treby, but he did nothing to carry 
out his intention of restoring it, and at his death it was lying 
in a yard uncared for. Some years after, with the consent 
of Miss Blanche Treby, the churchwardens removed it for 
safety to the churchyard and it was carefully preserved until 
the opportunity for its restoration — ^which did not arrive for 
nearly forty years after its discovery — should come. There is, 
however, some question as to whether this was the shaft of the 
cross which at one time stood in the market-place of the town, 
within a very few feet from where the cross is now re-erected, 
or whether it was, as we believe, the churchyard cross. In 
either case it would have been dedicated to God, and its 
present position is an appropriate one. The approximate date 
of the shaft is 1380. It is similar to crosses in other Devon 
churchyards, Paignton for instance. It was restored and 
re-erected in 1900 under the direction of Mr. James Hine, 
F.R.I.B.A., and rededicated 27 November in that year by the 
Bishop of Crediton. 

Coming to the church itself, we find it consists of chancel, 
nave, north and south aisles, and tower, with entrance door- 
ways north and south and under the tower, the south doorway 
being covered with a porch with parvise over. The tower 
is handsome and well proportioned, of two stages battlemented 
and buttressed, and with pinnacles at the north-west, south- 
west, and south-east angles, the fourth projecting and forming 
a sexagon containing the spiral staircase leading to the ring- 
ing chamber, clock chamber, and bell lofts and roof; this rises 
above the tower and is surmounted by a small spirelet support- 
ing a weather-cock. There is a western window, and the 
belfry has a window in each face of the tower. The mortar 
used in the construction is wonderfully hard, and the masonry 
is very good, mainly limestone with some granite, but above 
and about the arch of the doorway there are stones which came 
from the older church. One member of the arch is limestone, 
the other a red stone, but from what locality we do not know, 
and in the lower part of the north face there is much of the 
same red stone. As before said, this west doorway is Early 
English with the original relieving arch: parts of the older 
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jambs have been cut away to make room for the granite jambs, 
and also as stated before there is a tradition that the little 
spirelet crowning the turret staircase is the top of the low 
tower of the earlier church, rebuilt with the same stones. On 
the west side of the north doorway is a niche or recess, — it has 
been interfered with, — probably for a light. It was, no doubt, 
used for standing a light of some kind in, or it may have 
contained a fixed lantern. The dead light to scare away ghosts 
and devils is known to have been used in some churches 
(Micklethwaite, "Arch. Journ.", li. 505). Over the doorway is a 
niche with a statue of St. Thomas of Canterbury. This niche 
was formerly walled up. On its being opened up in 1880 there 
was found in it, apparently placed there with care, a headless 
figure of an ecclesiastic with traces of gold and colour still 
upon it. This, it is probable, was one of the figures of the 
stone pulpit, or it may have been a part of the reredos of the 
high altar in the church, of which this fragment is all that 
remains. The statue of St. Thomas is by J. T. Trevenen, a 
very clever sculptor of Plymouth, and it was placed in the 
niche in September, 1895. The buttress or projection in which 
the rood-loft staircase is contained is east of the last window 
on the north side. It has a small quatrefoil window. The 
south porch with parvise over projects boldly from the main 
building, and the three niches, now despoiled of their former 
occupants, form a pleasant feature in the composition. The 
buttresses north and south are plain, and of two stages. The 
dripstones of the windows terminate with a small rose. There 
is nothing grand or imposing in the exterior of the church, 
but its proportions are good, its Hoes harmonious, and the 
general appearance restful and pleasing. This impression is 
not removed on entering the church. 

The nave and chancel are separated from the aisles by 
arcades of three bays. Thecolumns areof Roborough stone, and 
with two exceptions monoliths. The two arches of the chancel 
are somewhat lower than the others, the southern more 
especially so, being very depressed, the stones forming the 
arches being very roughly placed. The exceptions are where 
the base of the ancient stone pulpit, approached by four 
granite steps, still in situ and forming part of the pillar, is 
found, and the corresponding column in the opposite arcade. 
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The north aisle was formerly only fifty-five feet ten inches long, 
but at the last restoration, in 1879, it was lengthened to afford 
room for the organ, with a small priests' vestry behind. In the 
wall of this aisle is the turret containing an internal staircase, the 
approach to the roof loft. In the same wall are three three-light 
windows, in each of which the tracery has been restored, the old 
stonework having been copied. There are also windows in the 
east and west walls. The south aisle is about fifty-six feet long 
from the inner face of the western wall to the entrance to the 
chapel of St. Maurice, with its altar and original piscina. Cor- 
responding with those in the north aisle, the south aisle has three 
windows as well as a window in the chapel and a west window. 
These southern windows are somewhat peculiar. The heads, 
instead of being of masonry plastered as are the other windows, 
are of moor-stone. The masonry of this south wall is apparently 
of two dates, the lower part being older than the upper, and the 
junction of the two shows both on the interior and exterior faces. 
This would seem to indicate that the wall was not at first 
carried up to its full height, and that for a time there was either 
a lean-to roof, or that the roof covered both nave and aisles. 
When the Perpendicular alterations took place the windows 
were inserted, the wall carried up to its present height, and the 
roof completed. The piscina in the chapel of St. Maurice 
gives us the date of the chapel and of the older parts of the aisles, 
about 1380-^5-90, transitional from the Decorated to the Per- 
pendicular style. The chancel is approached by one step 
from the nave, and the sacrarium by a second step. The altar 
is on afoot-pace reached by three steps, quite a modern arrange- 
ment, and giving a much greater elevation than was intended 
by the designers of the church. In the south wall is a square 
squint, which gives a view of the altar from the side chapel, and 
in this wall there is a sedilia of three seats and an ambry. In the 
east wall on the south of the altar is a piscina, and in the north 
wall a canopied niche, and a large circular-headed squint giving 
a view of the altar from parts of the north aisle. On the 
removal of the decayed plastering during the last restoration, 
was found in this wall evidence of a large opening between 
the hagioscope and the niche, which was probably the place of 
an Easter sepulchre. Before the alterations the window over 
the sedilia and the east window, indicated, as they do now in 
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some measure, that we have here remains of the Early English 
church. The sedilia, the windows, and indeed all the features 
and adjuncts of the chancel have been miserably mutilated 
from time to time. With the exception of the small window 
on the south, which was opened out many years before, the whole 
of the sedilia, ambry, piscina, and niche were built up and 
plastered over, but reopened in the incumbency of the Rev. 
Percy Nicolas in the year 1865. Unfortunately these interest- 
ing features were not dealt with as they should have been, and 
sufficient care to reproduce them was not taken. The sedilia 
and piscina fell into the hands of a local stone-mason, who did 
his best to copy the ancient columns and capitals of the former 
from the fragments found built into the wall, but the rest was 
poorly done. The large west window was reconstructed in 
1879, the tracery altered, and its character altogether destroyed. 

No traces of any altar, except the high altar and that of St. 
Maurice, have been found. If any such there were, they were, 
as we have before said, with their adjuncts probably movable. 

The tower is open to the church, the crown of a lofty arch 
reaches to the nave roof, and here we have the only remains of 
the church which preceded the Early English building. This 
arch with the imposts and piers are Transitional Norman. A 
floor for the ringers forms the roof of a small vestry, now used 
as a choir vestry, occupying the floor of the tower, and separated 
from the nave by a screen and doors of pitch-pine and glass 
lattice erected in 1869. Attached to the rails over this screen is 
a well-carved royal coat-of-arms, and in the vestry at the east 
end of the north aisle there is another royal coat-of-arms, painted 
on a large panel, and with the date "G.R.1755." At the foot 
are two texts: ^' Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and 
curse not the rich in thy bedchamber; for a bird of the air shaH 
carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the 
matter" (Eccl. x. 20). ^'My son, fear thou the Lord and the 
king, and meddle not with them that are given to change" 
(Prov.xxiv. 21). 

On either side of the tower are massive responds of masonry, 
some of the stones being wrought, the bases being of early 
work. These apparently are contemporaneous with the walls 
of the chancel, and show, as observed before, that the present 
church is of the same dimensions as its predecessor. The south 
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porch is vaulted with stone ribs and stone benches on either 
side. This was considered by the late Rev. W. L Coppard to 
be of the same date as the chancel. We have seen deeds 
securing the repayment of money which was to be repaid in 
this porch. Over the porch is a parvise chamber, also vaulted 
with stone ribs, and with windows south and west, approached 
by a staircase from the aisle. In this chamber is an iron chest, 
which came from the house occupied by William Allen Kite and 
afterwards by the Rev. G. M. and Mrs. Scott. On this house 
becoming the property of Mr. William Stephens and the chest 
being found he very kindly presented it to the church, thinking 
that possibly at one time it might have belonged to it. An 
illustration of a chest very similar to this will be found in ^^The 
Antiquary," xxxix., 1903, p. 292. Ours, although not quite 
so large, is of more elaborate work and is perfect in every re- 
spect. It is 31 inches long, 15 inches wide, and 16 inches deep. 
The lid projecting a little all round is somewhat larger. The 
front is divided into ten panels. From the lid fall two strap 
fastenings with holes which fit into two eyes for padlocks, and 
in the centre is a diamond-shaped ornamental plate with dummy 
keyhole. At each end are two substantial falling handles with 
ornamental twists. The whole of the inside of the lid is occupied 
by the elaborate lock, which is covered with a plate of steel 
ornamented by chasing. There are eight bolts, three on the 
top, two on each side, and one at the bottom. Inside on the 
left hand is a locker with a cover, lock and key. The whole 
thing — box, keys, and fittings — makes up a very interesting 
piece of ironwork. As to the date we can say nothing, but the 
Hull example is said to be circa 1650. 

In the inner wall, on the eastern side of the north door, is a 
stoup, the tracery of which is gone, and there is another in the 
south porch on the eastern side. 

Formerly a large gallery extended from the tower to the two 
westernmost piers, erected early in the eighteenth century. 
This was removed in 1865, and its removal enabled the Rev. 
Roger Smith, in 1869, ^ ^^^ ^^h ^^^ nsLV^ roof, which was 
plastered over and had chicket windows, and to open out the 
tower arch. At this time, too, the screen was placed between 
the nave and the vestry on the ground floor of the tower. At 
the vestry meeting held 3 March, 1870, the parish warden was 
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able to report that the whole of the work had been done and 
paid for by the voluntary contributions of the parishioners. 

The whole of the windows, both as to the tracery and the glass, 
are modern. We have not found any reference to any stained 
glass in the church in former days, but there were within the 
last half-century some shields of arms, the whole of which have 
now disappeared. 
In the west window were the arms of the see of Exeter. 
In the second window of the north aisle, which was, then as 
now, one of three lights, were three shields. In the first light, — 

gtiarterly; a chevron^ , between three conies, 

for Strode, impaling three spread eagles 

for I and 4 for Fortescue, 3, 

an, a chevrcm^ az.^ charged with three fishes y ar.^ 
for Penelles. In the second light, an, a chevron^ 
az.y charged with three fishes^ ar.^ Penelles. In 
the third light, gulesy a frett, or, with a label, 

PENELLES. argent, for . 

In the third window of the north aisle were, in one light, a 
shield with a St. George's Cross; in another, a shield im- 
perfectly described, but being gules with a lately 
it was probably for Courtenay; and in the third 
light, argent, a chevron between three fishes, 

naint, sable, for , impaling, argent, 2i chevron, 

sable, charged with three fishes, ar., for . 

In the east window of the north aisle was, 
qttarterly, gules and azure, 

COURTENAY. and, gules, on a chevron or, three talbots passant, 
sable, Martin. 

In the east window of the south aisle were the arms of France 
and England quarterly; and in the middle window of the south 

I a shield with a St. Andrew's Cross. 
The windows have from time to time had their 
stonework replaced, and nearly all have now 
been refilled with stained glass. Very un- 
fortunately the old ironwork which used always 
to be placed outside the windows of churches 
has here, as in so many other places, been 
MARTIN. removed. This is a most mischievous thing 
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to do. Not only was the ironwork a protection, but it was an 
improvement to the general appearance of the window, both of 
the interior and exterior, whether the glass were stained or 
plain ; and the result is that here, as elsewhere, the windows 
present an unsatisfactory appearance, and give the impression 
of incompleteness. 

Before the last restoration in 1879-80, the tracery of the east 
window was, although modem, an imitation of the older work, 
which as evidenced by the inner arch, was of Decorated date, 
probably coeval with the south chapel. It had undergone repair 
from time to time. In November, 1865, the lights were taken out 
and replaced and cemented, and the bars removed and refixed. 
This work was done by A. Kingcombe. Mr. J. D. Sedding, 
the architect, finding, built in the wall below the window, some 
wrought stones which he considered — wrongly, we think — to 
have belonged to the tracery of this window, designed an 
entirely new window in harmony with the mouldings of these 
stones, corresponding in style with the Perpendicular work of 
the chancel and arcades. It is a beautiful window, but it 
would, we think, if a new one was wanted, have been better to 
have followed the lines of the old one. The old window was, 
in 1850, fitted with very poor stained glass as a memorial 
window by the Rev. George Mallet Scott, as the following in- 
scription on a brass plate shows : — 

This chancel window was presented 
by G. M. Scott, Clerk, 
As an offering to the Praise and Glory of God. 
Also 
To commemorate the affectionate kindness 
of the late W. A. Kite and Katherine his wife 
who 
Childless themselves 
Received into their house five orphans 
Cared for their education and bringing up 
and divided amongst them at their decease 
their little fortune. 
'' The righteous shall be had 
in everlasting remembrance." 
A.D. 1850. 

This window of four lights had in the centre light the Last 
Supper, the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, and the Ascension 
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of our Lord. This stained glass (which Mr. Sedding speaks 
of as ^^ an amateur production") was removed with three of the 
lights — ^the Last Supper, the Resurrection, and the Ascension 
— to the window at the west end of the south aisle, and the 
brass plate with the inscription was fixed to the sill of the same 
window; the other light, the Crucifixion, was placed in the east 
window of the north aisle in what is now the priests' vestry. 
When Mr. Sedding's new window was put in it was filled with 
plain glass. 

The little two-light window in the south wall of the chancel 
had been built up and plastered over. That there had been 
a window was apparent from the wall outside, and when, about 
the year 1865, the chancel was improved, search was made for 
the sedilia, which had also been built and plastered over, and 
they and this window were opened out and restored. The 
window was reglazed in 1887 by J. T. Fouracre — the gift of the 
rector. The subject is Christ's charge to St. Peter. Below is 
this inscription : — 

to thb glory of god and in loving memory of frances 
Caroline Pode, benefactor to this church, who entered into 
REST AuGT. 3, 1886. This is offered by her life-long friend, 
Henry T Hole, Rector. 

The east window of the chapel of St. Maurice, in the south 
aisle, was glazed by the late Charles Reginald BuUer, of Erie 
Hall, in memory of his first wife Emma, daughter of George 
Little, in 1867-8. It is of three lights. The light on the left hand 
contains angels veiling their faces with their wings, and crying 
"Holy, Holy, Holy" (see Isa. 11.), "The glorious company of 
the apostles praise thee," St. Peter and the keys, St. Paul, 
St. John, St. James, the female martyrs with palm branches, 
The Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Cecilia, St. Catherine, children 
representing the infant martyrs, angel, crowned as an emblem 
of the Church triumphant, crying, "We pray Thee help Thy 
Servant" The central light contains the Hand of God the 
Father, God's Omnipotence (Psalm cxviii. 8, 16), our Saviour 
with the golden orb in His Hand, signifying His universal 
power as a King, the Holy Dove with outspread wings, 
representing the Holy Spirit overshadowing the world, St. 
Ambrose inditing the Te Deum, and St. Augustine writing. 
In the right-hand light angels veiling their faces, "Lord God 
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OF Sabaoth," **The goodly fellowship of the prophets 
PRAISE Thee," St. John Baptist, Malachi, Elijah, Elisha, 
"The noble army of martyrs praise Thee," St. Stephen, 
St. Alban, St. Patrick, St. David, children representing in- 
£Eint martyrs, the angel crying, "Whom Thou hast redeemed 
with Thy Precious Blood." 

At the bottom is this inscription : — 

Sacred to the Memory of Emma the beloved wife of Charles 
R. Bullbr. Obift. 15 May, 1865. 

Arms, Sa.j on a cross ^ arg.^ quarterly pierced of the fields four 
eagles displayed of the firsts in the sinister chief a crescent for 
difference^ for Buller: impaling arg.^ a saltire^ ^^m sa.^ for 
Little. 

The Te Deum first sung at the Baptism of St. 
Augustine, a.d. 396. 

The window is by Lavers and Barraud. 



The south window in the chapel of St. Maurice is in memory 
of Charles Reginald Buller, the donor of the window lastly 
described, and was placed in the church by his executors in 
accordance with directions contained in his will. It is of three 
lights, the subject being the Resurrection of our Lord. At the 
foot is the inscription : — 

This Window is erected to the Glory of God, and in 

MEMORY OF ChARLBS REGINALD BULLBR, Esg., OF ErLB HaLL, IN 
THIS PARISH, WHO DIED APRIL 22ND, 1879, ^^^^ 7^* 

Angel holding a shield with the arms of Buller of Shillingham, 
Co. Cornwall, 5a., on a cross argent, pierced of the fields four 
eagles displayed^ of the firsts with a crescent for difiference. 
The window is by Drake, of Exeter. 

The middle window of the south aisle is of three lights, the 
subject being the bringing of little children to our Saviour. 
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For as in Adam 
all died, even so in 
Christ shall all be 
made alive. 



For since by man 
came death by man 
came also the Resur- 
rection from the dead. 
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In the first light are an apostle and a man and woman with a 
child ; in the second is our Saviour with a child in His arms 
and another standing by Him ; and in the third a man and 
woman, the former with a child in his arms and another standing 
below the figures, <^ And He took them up in His arms, put 
His hands upon them, and blessed them." 

I look for the Re- 
surrection of the 
dead, and the life of 
the world to come. 
Amen. 

To THB GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OP EmILY, HbRBBRT, 

Joseph, and Ernest Aldridgb, this window was erected by their 
MOTHER, Easter, 1882. 
This window is by J. T. Fouracre, of Plymouth. 

The westernmost window of the south aisle is also a three- 
light one. The subjects are, above, the delivery of the keys 
to Peter by our Lord; below, the giving of the law to the people 
of Israel by Moses. At the foot an inscription : **To the glory 
of God and in memory of Joseph Aldridge, who died March 
20th, 1889, aged 69." In the wall below the window, on a brass 
plate fastened to a marble slab, is the following : — 

This window was erected to the glory op God | and in loving 
MEMORY op Joseph Aldridgb | some time warden op this church | 
who entered into his rest 20 march, 1889, | and whose body 
sleeps here in God's Acre. 

This window is by N. H. J. Westlake. 

The window at the west end of the south aisle was once filled 
with plain glass, but, as before mentioned, at the last restora- 
tion the greater part of the glass removed from the chancel 
window was refixed here, and the brass plate belonging to it 
placed on the ledge at its foot. The lights have the following 
subjects : the Last Supper, the Resurrection, the Ascension. 

The west window of the tower is a three-light one and is 
filled with plain glass. The stonework and scoinson arch and 
the outside relieving arch are Early English. 

The west window of the north aisle was in 1866 filled with 
stained glass as a memorial to members of the Mudge family. 
It is of three lights. The left-hand light contains the figure of 
St. Nicholas in episcopal robes, with a crozier in his right hand 
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and a book in his left; the centre light has the figure of St. 
Andrew, and the left the figure of St. Maurice. Below are 
the following crests, a cockatrice gules^ with the motto, ^^AlTs 
Welly^ and monogram Z. M. ; a phcmix rising from flames, 
with motto, ''AlTs WeU.'' The inscription is :— 

In pious BfBMORY OF Zachariah Mudob, Prbbbndary of Exbter 
AND Vicar of St. Andrews, Plymouth, born 1694, d. 1769. John 

MUDOB, M.D., FbLLOW OF THB ROYAL SOCIBTY, BORN 1713, D. 1793. 

Thomas Mudob, Mathematician and Philosopher, obtained 
Parliamentary grant of ;^5ooo for scientific discoveries, born 

I716, D. 1794. WiLUAM MUDGE, GENERAL OF ARTILLERY, HeAD OF 

Trigonometrical Survey of Gt. Britain and Ireland, Lieut.- 
Gov. OF Woolwich and Addiscombb, born 1762, d. 1820. Zachary 
MuDGE, Admiral of the White Squadron, born 1770, d. 1853. 
Richard Zachary Mudge, Colonel of Royal Engineers, and 
Fellow of the Royal Society, b. 1780, d. 1854. 

The westernmost window in the north aisle is of three lights, 
and is a memorial window placed in the church by the father 
and mother of the late Lieutenant H. M. Tritton. The sub- 
ject is the Entombment of our Lord. At the foot is, ** By Thy 
precious Death and Burial, Good Lord deliver us/' Below the 
window, on a brass attached to a marble slab : — 

This window is erected to the glory of God 

IN affectionate BfBMORY OP 

Henry Maxwell Duller, 

2 Lieut., 14 the King's Hussars, eldest son of 

Henry and Anna Tritton, 

WHO entered into rest 15™ Jan^, 1890. Aged 22. 

Engraved on the brass is the badge of the 14th Hussars, 
viz. a spread-eagle crowned ; on each wing a fleur-de-lis ; on 
the breast a monogram with a crown over. Above, a lion 
rampant, regardant, standing on an imperial crown. Below, 
"XIV The King's Hussars" 

This window is by O'Connor, of London. 

The middle window of the north aisle of three lights was 
restored by the late Henry Hele Treby about i860. It is of 
plain glass with coloured borders; in the centre light the 
arms of Treby, 5a., a lion rampant^ ^^m colt^fcd vaire az., 
and erminois^ in chief j bezants ; with crest, a demirlion^ arg.^ 
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collared vairi and erminais, and in the small lights above the 
arms of Trelawny, Arg.^ a chevron^ sa.^ between three oak leaves^ 
verty and Hele, Gu^ a bend lozengy, ermine. After the death of 
Henry Hele Treby, who was an alderman of the borough 
and a benefactor to the church and parish in various ways, and 
always greatly interested in both, the Rector and church- 
wardens resolved that this window should be dedicated to his 
memory, and the shields of arms were added and the following 
inscription cut in the cement of the sill of the window. 

« 
This window was restored by 

AND IS now a BfBMORIAL OP 

Henry Hblb Trbbv 

an alderman and thrice mayor of this borough 

and magistrate for the county 

who departed this ufe at goodamoor 3 of april 1867. aged 67 




The easternmost window of the north aisle is an heraldic 
one, in memory of members of the Trelawny family, and 
given in 1854 by Henry Hele Treby, whose mother was the 
daughter of Sir William and Letitia Trelawny. There are 
thirteen coats-of-arms. In the upper part of the window, 
taking them from left to right, are four shields, viz. : — 

1. Or^ a lion rampant ^ az.^ for Redvers. William de 
Trelawny, m.f. for Launceston, 19 Edw. II, married Margaret 
de Ripariis. 

2. Quarterly i & 4., aar., j fleurs-de-lis, or.^ France. 2 & 3 
gules f J lions pass.^ guardant in pale or^ for England, within a 
bordure eng.^ for Thomas of Woodstock, Duke of Gloucestor. 

3. Erm.j on a chevron gules, j oak leaves argent, for Sir John 
Trelawny, married to Blanche Pownd, daughter and heiress 
of — Pownd, of Pennycross, temp. Hen. VII. 
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WINDOW IN SOUTH AISLE. 
I. Treby. a. England and France for Thomas of Woodstock. 3. Sir John 
Trelawny. 4. Courtenay. 5. Trelawny, impaling Tregodick. 6. Sir 
Jonathan Trelawny, Bishop. 7. Trelawny, impaling Seymour. 8. Trelawny, 
impaling Killigrew. 9. Sir William Trelawny. 10. Trelawny, impaUng 
Hals. II. Trelawny, impaling Mohun. iJ. Treby, impaling Trelawny. 
13. Trelawny, impaling Hele. 
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4. Or, 3 torteaux^ for Courtbnay. John Trelawny married 
Florence, daughter and co-heiress of Edward Courtenay, Earl 
of Devon, who died 14 November, 15 13. The early Courtenay 
arms had a label, az., variously charged for difference. 

5. Argent^ a chevron^ sa.^ between three oak leaves ^ vert^ for 
Trelawny; impaling ^ Arg.^ a chevron between three buckles^ 
tongues fesswise^ sa.^ Tregodick. Sir John Trelawny, Knight, 
M. p. for Cornwall, married Agnes, daughter of RobertTregodick, 
temp. Hen. VI. Was given the augmentation of the oak leaves 
for his courage in the battle of Agincourt. He was the great- 
grandfather of John Trelawny, who died 14 November, 1513, and 
who married Florence, daughter and co-heiress of Sir Hugh 
Courtenay, and was the great-great-grandfather of Sir Jonathan 
Trelawny, Knight, who married Elizabeth, second daughter 
of Sir Henry Killigrew, Knight, whose arms are on shield 
No. 6 in this window. Their eldest son, Sir John Trelawny, 
was created a baronet, and married first Elizabeth, daughter of 
Sir Reginald Mohun, Bart, their arms being correctly given on 
the shield No. 7. 

6. Gu. , a STDord in bend dexter^ az., hilt and pommel or, passing 
between two k^s in bend sinister addorsed and bows interlaced, 
the dexter of the second, the sinister of the third. Arms of the 
see of Winchester impaling Ar., a chevron, sa., between three 
oak leaves, vert, Trelawny ; round the arms is the Garter as 
ex-officio Prelate of the Order ; over the arms the mitre of a 
bishop. For Sir Jonathan Trelawny, Bishop of Bristol, 
Exeter, and Winchester. 

7. Ar.,a chevron, sa., between three oak leaves, vert, the badge 
of Ulster on the chevron, Trelawny ; impaling, Gu., trvo wings 
in lure, points downward, or, Seymour. Sir Jonathan Tre- 
lawny, second bart., married Mary, daughter of Sir Edward 
Seymour, of Berry Pomeroy, father and mother of Sir 
Jonathan Trelawny, Bishop of Bristol, Exeter, and Winchester, 
who was the third son. 

8. Argent, a chevron, sa., with badge of baronet thereon between 
three oak leaves, vert, Trelawny ; impaling, Ar., an eagle 
displayed, sa., on a bordure of the last, eight bezants, Killigrew. 
This indicates the marriage of Sir Jonathan Trelawny and 
Elizabeth Killigrew. Sir Jonathan was born 17 December, 
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15681 died 21 June, 1604. Elizabeth Trelawny marriedi secondlyi 
Sir Thomas Reynelli of OgwelL 

9. Ak, a chewvn, sa., between three oak leaves, vert^ with the 
badge of Ulster on the cfievron, Trelawny, Bart. ; impaling, 
Ar., a chevron^ sa., without the badge, between three oak leaves, 
vert, Trelawny: crest, a wolf passant proper — motto: "Ser- 
moni consona facta." Sir Willlam Trelawny, sixth bart. 
Governor of Jamaica, where he died 11 December, 1772; he 
married his cousin Lastitia, who died 28 May, 1775, in London ; 
buried at Egg Buckland. 

10. Ar., a chevron, sa.^ between three oak leaves, vert, Tre- 
lawny ; Ak, a/ess between three griffins^ heads, erased, ja.,HALS. 
Henry Trelawny, of Whitleigh, seventh son of Sir Jonathan 
and Mary Trelawny, and brother of the bishop. He was 
a merchant in Plymouth. Married first Rebecca, daughter and 
co-heiress of Matthew Halse or Hals, of Efibrd, Egg Buck- 
land. She died June, 1699. He married, secondly, Mary 
Stawell. 

1 1. Argent^ a chevron, sa., between three oak leaves, vert, with 
the badge of Ulster on the chevron, Trelawny ; impaling, GtUes, 
a maunch^ ermine, a hand issuing therefrom^ ppr. , holding a fleur^ 
de4is ory Mohun. Sir John Trelawny, born April, 1592, 
married, for his first wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Reginald 
Mohun, of Boconnoc His second wife was Douglas, daughter 
of Tristram Gorges, the widow of Sir William Courtenay. He 
was created baronet i July, 1628, and the badge is on the 
chevron of the shield. 

12. Sa., a lion rampant, ar., collared or, thereon three pellets, in 
chief as many bezants, Treby ; impaling. Or, a chevron, sable^ 
between three oak leaves, vert, Trelawny, without the Ulster 
badge, Laetitia Anne, only daughter of Sir William Trelawny, 
married 14 June, 1785, Paul Treby Treby. She died 7 
December, 1845. 

13. Ar., a chevron, so., between three oak leaves, vert^ with the 
badge of a baronet on the chevron, Trelawny ; Gules, a bend 
lozengy, ermine, Hele. Sir Jonathan Trelawny, third bart, 
Bishop of Bristol, Exeter, and Winchester, married Rebecca, 
daughter of Thomas Hele, of Babcombe. 
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Chronologically the nine impaled coats must be read 5, 8, 
II, 7, 10, 13, 6, 9, and 12. 
Below the window on a brass is the following inscription : — 
In Sacrario DsposriiB sunt Rbliquub 
Ljbtitlb ANNiB Pauli Trbby Trbby Armigbri, 

ViDUiB FiLLSQUBUNICiB GULIBLMI TrBLAWNY DB TRBLAWNY 

IN Cornubia Baronbtti 

& LjBTITliB UXORIS BJUS DBCBSStl VII DIB DbC : AnNO MDCCCXLV 
i^TATIS LXXXIII HaNC 

Fbnbstrum Plb Matris Mbmorlb Dbdicat Hbnricus 
Hblb Trbby mdcccuii 

Shield : iSVz., a lion ramp., arg., collared or (should be az. 
and erminois), in chief on 3 pellets, as many bezants, Trkby ; 
impaling, A chevron, sa., betw. 3 oak leaves vertj Trelawny. 

The window at the east end of the north aisle, like all the 
others in the church, except that of the chancel, is of three 
lights. The centre light contains a part of the glass formerly 
in the east window, the Crucifixion. As before mentioned, 
the remainder is in the west window of the south aisle. 
At the restoration, this north aisle was extended some few feet 
eastward, to provide room for a vestry and for the organ. 

Pre- Reformation pulpits were often of wood, kept in a conve- 
nient place in the church, and brought out when required for use. 
But in our county many fine specimens of stone pulpits are to be 
found, and no doubt the one in this church was a handsome one, 
as we know the one at Plympton St. Mary was. It stood on a 
granite base approached by four steps. This still remains, a 
very interesting feature in the church, and the front and back are 
shown in our illustration and in that of the interior of the church. 

There were originally, as before noted, no fixed seats in the 
church, and when there was preaching the people gathered round 
the pulpit. There is no evidence as to the time when the stone 
pulpit was removed, but it was probably got rid of in the time 
of anarchy in the reign of Edward VI. The mutilated figure 
before referred to, we believe, formed a part of it. The pulpit 
now in the church is late Elizabethan or Jacobean. Chattaway 
gives the exact date 1670, probably a mistake of his for 1607, 
but we do not know his source of knowledge. Up to 1846 it 
stood on the stone base, but approached, not by the stone 
steps, but by a flight of wooden ones from the nave. Above 
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was a Georgian canopy with a dove in front. Below was the 
reading-desk, and a seat and desk for the clerk ; and old people 
remember that the clerk, Elford, sometimes, like the congrega- 
tion, fell asleep during the sermon of the incumbent, and the 
Rev. John Arscott, seeing this, would bend down over the pulpit, 
and stir up his weary clerk with the two noticeably long fingers 
of his right hand. The seats of the church then were high pews, 
scattered over the church without order or symmetry. This state 
of things continued until 1846. In 1845 there was a resolution 
of the vestry that it was desirable that the pulpit and desk be 
removed from their present site, and a committee was appointed 
to obtain an estimate, but nothing was done until May, 1846, 
when it was resolved that the pulpit and desk be removed from 
their present position to the north-easterly pillar on the northern 
side of the middle aisle [i.e. nave]. This was done, and a new 
reading-desk was constructed from parts of the remains of the 
screen which had been stored on one of the floors of the tower. 
This arrangement continued until the restorations in 1875-6 
and 1879, when the pulpit was placed in what now appears 
to be its proper position, outside the chancel-screen against the 
second pillar to the east of the arcade on the north side. 

There was up to 1850 an ancient font in the church, of which 
we have a rough drawing. It was of plain granite with lead- 
lined bowl, and fixed to the extreme south- 
western pier. Why it was removed and 
discarded for a very poor sham Gothic inven- 
tion of Portland stone we do not know, nor 
do we know what became of it. It was 
thought, perhaps, that anything new must be 
better than the old. In 1872 a handsome font 
and one worthy of the church was presented 
by the family of the late Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Julian Pode. Around the edge is this in- 
scription : — 

Dedicated to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Thomas 
Julian Pode and Anne Duke his wife, Christmas MDCCCLXXIJ. 

The Portland stone font was given to a new Plymouth 
church for temporary use. The font-cover was presented in 
1900, and is a well-carved piece of work by Hems, of Exeter. 
It bears this inscription : — 
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To the Glory of God and in afFectionate memory of Charles Kevern 
Williams, d.d., for 17 years Incumbent of this parish, and of Amelia 
his wife. 

This was given by a nephew of Dr. Williams. 

There is an octagonal font-cover^ standing on a modern 
pedestal, with a pair of doors forming half of its eight 
sides. It is of oak and, we think, of early seventeenth-century 
date, perhaps of the same date as the pulpit, but it may, how- 
ever, be of later date. It used to stand on the old font 

In the early part of the nineteenth century there was a good 
deal remaining of the screen, including some painted panels, 
but very little is now left. The present screen is a reproduc- 
tion of the ancient one, there being sufficient remaining of it 
to allow Mr. J. D. Sedding to prepare the necessary drawings, 
and the few remaining fragments of the old screen are worked 
in. The screen is carried from north to south across the church. 
It is a beautiful specimen of modern carving, and it is but right 
to give the name of the craftsman, Alfred Moutrie, formerly of 
Tavistock, who executed this very admirable piece of work. 
When the coving and the parclose screens are completed, it is 
hoped that the whole of the screen will be painted. Many 
screens have decayed and have been lost in consequence of 
their not having (as the designers of all screens, we believe, 
always intended) been completed by painting. 

At the beginning of the last century there was a good deal of 
carved wood in the church, bench-ends, parclose screens, and 
the rood-screen. The last remaining bench-end, 
containing a rudely-carved figure of a saint hold- 
ing a cross, was got rid of, with a good deal of 
other old woodwork, the old reading-desk, which 
was made up of portions of the panelling of the 
screen, and other things of interest and value, 
so late as in 1870 by a churchwarden, who had 
a passion for making all things new. The dis- 
posal of these was not discovered until too late 
for their recovery. 

The screen separating the space under the 
tower from the nave was placed there in 1870, 
when the roof of the latter was raised, and the 
tower arch opened out. 
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We have referred to the old font-cover. There is a collecting- 
box of rough workmanship, similar to those found in other 
churches, with the letters P.M., and the date 1653, of oak. 



Anciently there were but few seats in the church, but in the 
seventeenth century they were evidently added to, and traffic in 
them commenced and increased. Parish officers, called seat- 
setters, were appointed annually with the churchwarden and 
other parish officers, whose duty it seems to have been to deal 
with the seats in the church, receive payment for the same, and 
account to the vestry for the money received. The receipts 
on account of the seats in the church were kept separate from 
the church rate and other money received by the warden. In 
1665 one shilling per sitting was paid, and this was the sum 
previously charged, but in this year we have a list of nineteen 
persons paying for seats, but, of course, these could not 
represent the whole congregation. The explanation, we venture 
to suggest is, first, that there were but few fixed seats, and that 
these payments were not annual, but in the nature of a premium 
entitling the payer to a seat for his or her life, and secondly, 
that these were pews for t^ie mayor and corporation and for the 
warden, sidesmen, and others connected with the church, as well 
as for those who were willing to pay for their seats, which were 
in and about the chancel and the east end of the church. The 
rest of the church had forms and stone benches around the walls. 
At this time, and until far on in the nineteenth century, the pulpit 
was in its old place on the granite block against the pillar on the 
south arcade of the nave facing north. This accounts for the 
number of ledger-stones, which until the last restoration, were 
scattered over the whole area of the church. In 1668 fourteen 
persons paid for seats, and besides these, eight were seated in 
the chanceli all at one shilling each. The next year we have 
the entry : ^^A list of such persons as have been seated this 
yeare 1669, James Condon is., James Jenkinson for himselfe 
and his wife 2s., Nicholas Geen is., Mary Brooking, Symster, 
IS." In the year 1671 we find that the seats were set with the 
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consent of the seat-setters, and six were appropriated in that 
year at one shilling each. It is evident from the entries that 
the sexes were separated. 1702, Edward Bastard ^^for his good 
service to the church in the second seat of the south side of 
the gallery." 
Here is the muttering of a storm : — 

April 8, 1764, Mr. Henry Winston, churchwarden, having ac- 
quainted the parishioners that several Inhabitants of this parish have 
refused paying the sum of Two shillings and sixpence demanded for 
their sitting in the church and which by the ancient custom of 
the parish has been paid, it is determined by the Parishioners to 
stand by the churchwarden in using all lawful means for recovering 
the same. 

This matter was not settled in the following year, for it is 
stated that ^'it not being decided as yet whether the money 
formerly paid or demanded to be paid for sitting in the church 
at the rate of 2s. 6d. a family is still to be demanded or not, and 
no rates gathered occasioned by the above uncertainty," it was 
agreed that the old churchwarden should continue ofBce unless 
the matter in dispute was settled. 

The last entry of the election of seat-setters is at Easter, 
1765, when all payments in respect of seats ceased. 

About this time the vestry seems to have taken upon itself 
the disposition of the seats, and so late as 1826 there is a record 
of an allotment of seats to various persons. In 1834 ^ com- 
mittee was appointed for the purpose of ascertaining what 
seats were at the disposal of the parish at large, and of 
appropriating the same to those of the parishioners who were 
as yet unprovided with sittings. From time to time there 
were frequent complaints of the pews: in 1843 the Rural 
Dean speaks of several small double pews, in which persons 
sitting opposite each other were under the necessity of con- 
triving as if they were in a coach. Allotments of seats continued 
down to 1879, when after the restoration of the church all the 
sittings were declared to be, as they still continue, free and un- 
appropriated. The weekly offertory had been adopted from 
March, 1869, by a resolution of the vestry. 

Soon after the commencement of the incumbency of Dr. 
Williams in 1846-7, the church was reseated throughout, the 
whole area being covered by low pews of a uniform height 
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with doors, a central passage and passages in the aisles being 
left for access. They were very irregular in shape, the corpora* 
tion seats and those behind, and the one occupied by the 
tenants of Plympton Great House, facing north and south. At 
the east end of each aisle, where there were seats under the 
window, the occupants faced west The pulpit was removed 
from the old base, and it and the desk replaced in the chancel 
on the north side close against the communion rail against the 
western respond of the last bay. In course of time the doors of 
the pews were removed, and the form of some of them altered 
and improved. In the time of Mr. Maitland Kelly some 
further improvements were made. The corporation seats being 
no longer required, they were used by the choir, and this 
arrangement continued until the 1879 restoration. 

No pre-Reformation eucharistic vessels remain in either of 
the Plympton churches. In a return made under one of the 
monstrous commissions of Edward VI, we find that St. Mary's 
had a communion-cup with a cover, i.e. a paten, of the value 
of thirty pounds, in the custody of William Strode, armiger, 
Richard Crewe, Thomas Hele, Robert Snellyng, and other 
parishioners, who were allowed to retain this because the 
persons in the parish to receive the communion were numerous. 
The church of St. Maurice, Plympton, also had a chalice, the 
value of which is not given, which was in the charge of 
Thomas Peke, Nicholas Reynold, John Gage, John Marten, 
and other parishioners. The commissioners were Sir Peter 
Carew, Sir Gawen Carew, Anthony Harvey, Esq., and Thomas 
Hatch, Esq., honourable men one would think, but a share in 
the spoil was enough, it would seem, to corrupt the best of men 
in the reigns of Henry VIII and his miserable son, the sixth 
Edward, and induce them to stoop so low. These commissioners 
took from various churches in the Hundred of Plympton ten 
chalices and other silver vessels, which altogether weighed 
with ^^ane crosse of the Pissfie of Plympton broken^ with certen 
plate putt in a bagge,**^ one hundred and forty-seven ounces, 
besides a little crosse. We wish we had the contents of the 
little bag and the cross in Pl}rmpton now. It must have been 
sore grief and pain to Sir Peter Carew and his companions 

1 See "Trans. Ex. Dia Arch. Soc," and Sen, Vol. II, p. 174. 
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to leave in possession of its owners so valuable a chalice as 
they were obliged to at St. Mary's. 
The following now belong to the church : — 

1. Silver chalice, cup-shaped : height 8 inches, weight i6 
ounces ; inscription at foot : ''The bequest of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Briscoe f widow, late of this town, who died ii March, i8i8.*^ 

2. Silver flagon : height lo inches, weight 9 ounces 34 
pennyweights 16 grains; inscription at foot: ''The gift of the 
Rt. Honble. the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe and Paul Treby 
Trefyf Esquire, 1818.'' 

3. Silver paten with stand, with the same inscription as on 
the flagon. 

4* Silver paten, modern. 

5* Silver gilt chalice and paten, modern. These very 
handsome and artistic vessels, now generally used at celebra- 
tions, are the private property of the Rector. 

6. Large silver salver, the gift of the Rev. H. T. Hole for 
use as an alms dish. 

Besides the above, there were at one time belonging to the 
church a large pewter flagon, an ancient silver chalice, and 
a chalice and paten, the gift of John Cowling in 1718, which 
latter were most improperly sold some years since by the 
minister and churchwardens, and there was much heart-burning 
in the parish with reference to the matter for some time after ; 
and for many years at the annual vestry meeting one parishioner 
never missed the opportunity of protesting, not so much, we 
fear, at the church's loss, but as giving the opportunity of 
annoying the clergyman and his warden. The old chalice 
disappeared in some unknown way long before, and the flagon 
was unfortunately sold by a churchwarden about 1879 with 
many other odds and ends of interest which were in and about 
the church, old woodwork, metal, etc. (see p. 236), without the 
instructions of the vestry or the knowledge of his colleague. 

In pre-Reformation days the music in the church was no doubt 
the same as in churches of the same kind, providing for the 
spiritual wants of a similar population. Absorbed as we believe 
the ancient parish church had been by the priory and served by 
the canons or seculars provided by them, there was no resident 
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ministeri but in the town was sufficient musical talent to assist 
the priest in the proper performance of divine worship. We 
have no doubt but that the little orchestra found in our parish 
churches in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and which 
continued in some places within the memory of many far into 
the nineteenth century, was but the successor of the band of 
musicians who rendered help to the congregation in earlier 
times in their singing of psalm, anthem, and hymn. Doing 
away with this little band of parishioners, who necessarily took 
an interest in the services of the church and whose alienation 
from them followed, was a great mistake, and an opportunity 
was unfortunately missed in every parish of attaching to the 
church a class whose absence from it we now deplore. 

Probably Plympton St. Thomas was never possessed of "a 
pair of organs," but it had its quartette of strings and a 
wind instrument or two. And these continued almost down 
to our own times. In the eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries we have entries for payments for strings; los. per 
annum was allowed for the bass viol, and 5s. per annum for 
strings for each of the three violins, making together the sum 
of 25s. yearly (3 April, 1827). Then the leader of the choir 
was, all through the eighteenth century, paid ^^5 per annum. 
* * Resolved(m/^a/iii) : That Daniel Delafield be the leader of the 
choir for the ensuing year, and that whilst so employed a salary 
of £$f but not otherwise (i April, 1835)." These payments seem 
to have come to an end in 1840. 

In the next twenty years or thereabouts the music in the 
church was reduced to a minimum. Two psalms. Prayer Book 
version, only were sung at each service, the school children, 
the only members of the congregation who attempted to open 
their mouths, being led by a single violin, performed upon by 
the parish clerk, who left his desk under the pulpit at the 
commencement of a prayer, reaching the gallery in time to say 
the amen to it. Then followed the usual course of things: 
the suppression of the parish clerk's violin, the advent of a 
wretched harmonium tortured into the emission of sundry 
sounds by the efforts of much-enduring young ladies, who 
undertook in turn the vain endeavour to teach by ear the 
children composing the choir, various hymn tunes and chants 
— an American organ in 1870 costing ;^23 — and lastly^ as a 
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climax, an organ with visible pipes, keyboard, and bellow^ re- 
quiring a man to get the wind into the instrument. This, how-r 
ever, was an instrument which did not give satisCaction for.a very 
great while; it was disposed of in 1876, and a new organ, 
built by Messrs. Heleand Ck)., of Plymouth, placed in the church. 
This was considerably altered and added to in 1891 by George 
Tucker. The four manuals are placed on the floor of the 
north aisle, but the organ itself is built upon the screen 
crossing the aisle and on a hanging platform, and consists 
of great organ, swell, and pedal ; the whole of the action is on 
the tubular pneumatic system, and the bellows are blown by a 
small water-power engine. Some additions and improvements 
have been recently made, and the parishioners may congratulate 
themselves on having a very good, if not a very powerful, organ, 
quite large enough for the church, and requiring no additions 
to increase the body of sound, which is sufficient for all purf- 
poses. The description of the organ is as follows :— 



GREAT ORGAN 
Open Diapason 
Hohl Flute 
Salcional 
Vox Humana 
Harmonic Flute 
Principal 



C.C. to G 
8 ft. .. 
8 ,, 

8 „ .. 
8 „ .. 

4 M 
4 M 



56 notes. 

44 M 
44 M 

56 M 



Two spare slides. Two composition pedals. 



SWELL ORGAN. 
Leiblich Bourdon . 
Open Diapason 
Viol di amor 
Voix celeste 
Principal 

Soft Mixture, 4 Ranks 
Horn 
Oboe 



C.C. to G 
16 ft. .. 

8 „ 

8„ .. 

8 ,. .. 

4 M 

8 „ 

8 .. .. 



Bourdon 



Great to Pedal. 



Two composition pedals. 

PEDAL ORGAN 
. 16 ft 



56 notes. 

56 
56 
44 
56 

224 

56 ,. 



30 notes. 



COUPLERS 
Swell to Pe<lal. Swell to Great. Octave Coui^en 
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The earliest reference we have to the bells is in a certifi- 
cate of Sir Peter Carewe, Sir Gawen Carewe, Anthony 
Harvy, and Thomas Hatch, by virtue of a commission 
directed to them by the King, 3 March, 7 Edw. VI. This 
was one of the numerous scandalous commissions appointed 
in 1552-3 for the purpose of obtaining money to replenish 
the royal treasury or the pockets of the crew who kept 
the King in subjection. Bells, church plate, organs, robes, 
ornaments of tombs, the very coins in the alms-boxes, were 
to be taken. At Plympton Morrice the commissioners report, 
^Mij bells in the tower their, and one Chalice committed to 
the custody of Thomas Peke, Nich olas Reynold, John Gage, 
John Marten and other the pisshens there, by indenter.*' No 
doubt we should find, if the churchwarden's accounts for this 
date were extant, that here, as elsewhere, the faithful succeeded 
in raising money to redeem their bells, and to retain them for 
use in the services of the church. 

The following entry in the old vestry book, under date 
II August, 1668, no doubt refers to the bells. ''Mem. that 
there is 235 lb. weight neate of Bell Mettle in the custody of 
Mr. John Tozer Majore, which is to be delived the pishons 
upon their payment of Mr Maior 5 lb which he hath laid out 
upon the p'isHon's Account." This is also referred to at various 
times as being handed from the old warden to the new one. 
It looks very much as if there had been some mishap to the 
bells. It may be they suffered in the Civil War, for Plympton, 
like Plymouth, had its share of trouble at that time. 

We gather from the following entry that there were but five 
bells in the tower up to 1768: ** Agreed on Easter Monday 
March the 31st Day 1755 by us whose names are hereunto sub- 
scribed being the parishioners then present at the Vestry then 
held ; that only five persons shall and are by the authority of 
the said Vestry allowed to ring the bells of this parish for the 
future and that they shall ring only on such public days as the 
Parishioners shall from time to time agree to and approve of 
and that the said five persons that shall undertake to ring shall 
be obliged likewise to Chime the bells on every Sunday in the 
forenoon and the afternoon at the proper season for Divine 
Service and that they shall be obliged to give their due and 
regrular attendance both in the fore and afternoon of every 
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Sunday upon the service of the Church and that they be at 
liberty for ring for George Treby Esqr and the other Gentlemen 
belonging to the Corporation as often as the said gentlemen 
shall signify it to be their pleasure and have the bells rung and 
that the said ringers are never to ring after eight of the Clock 
in the evening or before seven in the morning." The legal 
rights of the incumbent are quite ignored. 

In 1768 the old bells were recast by John Pennington, of 
Lezant, into a peal of six. It may be that Fitz Anthony Pen- 
nington had to do with this recasting, for it was in the year of 
their date that he was drowned in crossing Antony Ferry with a 
bell for Landulph church. The Plympton peal was first rung 
4 November, 1768, by the ringers from Landulph. The tenor 
had this legend: ^'gaudeo cum gavdientibus et fles cum 
FLENTIBUS." The tcuor became very much cracked, and, as 
will be seen from the inscription, it was recast in 1833 by the 
Pannells, of Collompton, the successors of the well-known bell 
founder, Bilbie, and his family. They set up the furnace and 
mould for the casting outside the church, and the work was 
not only successfully accomplished, but the bell proved a maiden 
one — that is, it was, without any chipping or cutting, quite in 
tune with the rest of the peal, and as it left the mould, so it 
took its place in the belfry. The new bell and the efforts of the 
ringers were evidently not appreciated, for the following year, 
2 April, 1834, ^he vestry resolved that there should be no 
ringing on Sundays, and that the ringers be only permitted 
to practise one evening in the week. In 1838 ringers were 
apparently wanting, for on loth August in that year the vestry 
resolved that in future the bell be tolled on Sundays by the 
sexton, and that no chiming be allowed until a set of chimers 
shall offer themselves to the minister and churchwardens 
upon the following conditions: ^'That they shall attend in 
decent and respectable dress and shall further agree to enter 
the church and to remain for prayers when the chiming is 
ended.'' 

With the new year following a band of ringers presented 
themselves, and on 16 January, 1839, it was resolved at a parish 
meeting: **That John Julian Junior, Charles Sendey, Robert 
Maddock, William Murch, James Watkins, and James Andrews 
be the ringers and chimers for the said Parish and that the 
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usual salary for chiming namely ;f 2-1 2-0 per year be paid 
them from the date hereof Also resolved that they shall chime 
for each respective service for the space of a quarter of an hour 
previous to the commencement of the service, but that no ring- 
ing whatever be allowed on Sundays. Also resolved that one 
night of a week be allowed for ringing the bells, and if an extra 
night should be required application to be made to the church- 
wardens for the time being for their sanction. Also that John 
Julian Junr keep the key of the tower and to be answerable for 
any misconduct of the chimers or ringers." At a meeting held 
3 April, 1840, resolved {inter alia)t "That the ringers be 
allowed annually the sum of £$ provided they meet once a week 
for practice. That the chimers (who are named) be paid the 
sum of ;f 2-0-0 per annum. That there shall be ringing only 
one night in the week namely thursdajrs." Intermittently 
the chimers and ringers were appointed yearly at the Easter 
vestry. 

Now the ringers are volunteers, and meet for their own 
recreation and pleasure, and there being no church rate no 
payment is made to them. The churchwardens pay the 
chimers a small annual sum from the money collected at the 
services in the church. 

With the exception of the tenor and the addition of the treble 
and second, the bells now in the tower are as John Pennington 
left them. In 1872-3 they were put in order, and the cage 
repaired at a cost of £6u In 1895 ^o ^^^ bells by Mears 
and Stainbank were added, the treble and the second. These 
were dedicated on 24 May, 1895, thus making the full peal of 
eight bells. In January, 1904, the bells were again overhauled 
and put into thorough order by W. Stokes, of Woodbury, at 
a cost of about ;f 50, the kind gift of a parishioner, Mr. John V. 
Hatch, of Castle Cot. They were reopened on the evening of 
27 January, when a former rector, the Rev. Maidand Kelly, 
preached a sermon at evensong, and there was a supper for the 
chimers and ringers and church-workers after. On 30 January, 
1904, an excellently struck peal of Grandsire Triples, 5040 
changes, Holt's ten part, with the tenor covering, was rung by 
some members of the Devon Guild of Ringers in three hours 
and eight minutes, conducted by Ernest W. March, who rang 
the second bell. 



Digitized 



by Google 



246 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

The description of the bells is as follows : — 

I and 2. The treble and the second bells were presented to 
the church by the relatives of Colonel Henry M. Buller in 
1895. The treble weighs 4cwt. 3 qrs. 19 lbs.,* and the sebond 
5 cwt. 2 qrs. 6 lbs. Each of the bells bears the inscription : 
" To the Glory of God and in Memory of Colonel H. M. Buller, 
Commandant Central India Horse. Died at Simla, Oct.j^ i8g2. 
Erected by his wife, brothers ^ and sisters.'* 

3. The third bell, formerly the treble, was, like the rest of 
the peal, recast in 1768 by John Pennington. It has the in- 
scription : ** Vox clamantis parate. I. P. 1768'' ; its diameter is 
30 in., and it weighs 6 cwt. 

4. The fourth, formerly the second, has ^^ Nostra labia aperi. 
1. P. 1768'' \ its diameter is 31 i in., and its weight 6 cwt. 
2 qrs. 

5. The inscription on the fifth is: *' Et os nostrum laudetn 
tuam predicabit. I. P. fecit 1768.** Diameter, 33 in. ; weight, 
8 cwt. 

6. Inscription : '* George Treby, Esq., lyjs. Recasted 1768. 
I. P. fecit.'' Diameter, 35J in. ; weight, 9 cwt. 

7. Inscription: ^^Vox Harmoniae et amoris. I. P. George 
Lord Edgcumbe. 1768.'' Diameter, 38j^in. ; weight, 11 cwt. 

8. Tenor. This bell was, we suppose, recast in 1768 with 
the others, but it became so cracked that in 1833 it was recast 
as before mentioned, to bring it into harmony with them. It is 
in the key of F. The inscription is : ^^ By subscription of the 
Inhabitants of Plymton I Westlake Warden. Both day and 
night I measure time for all To mirth To grief To Church I calL 
West of England Church Bell Foundry^ CoUumpton. W. and C 
Pannell i8jj.'' Diameter, 43^ in. ; weight, 15 cwt. 

It is strange that in a town with always inhabitants of some 
standing, and connected with good families, there should be no 
memorials of the dead of the Courtenays, or the Fortescues, or 
the Heles, not to mention others : but the church contains no 
important monuments. There were many slabs and stones with 

* The weights we give are approximate only. 
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inscriptions, but several of them have perished through the 
indifference and carelessness of former custodians. There 
having been until within a comparatively recent period no 
fixed seats in the area of the church, and many interments 
taking place within its walls, a large number of slabs com- 
memorating the deceased have been interfered with and 
destroyed. At the last restoration the stones remaining 
were carefully preserved, and as far as possible restored to 
their original positions. We give a complete account of the 
various stones and full copies of the inscriptions. To take 
those on the floor first : — 



On the floor of the north aisle are six stones : — 

I. Rebecca Battersby, daughter of Richard Jones, Surgeon, 



of Plympton, and Rebecca, his Wife. 



UNDERNEATH THIS STONE 

LIETH THE BODY 

OF 

REBECCA BATTERSBY JONES 

DIED 17 FEB: 1770 

AGED 23 



This Stone is not in its proper place, 
the south aisle. 



The interment was in 



2. Maria Sparke, 1597. Inscription in black letter : 
very much worn, and the present churchwardens 
have Had the letters deepened, and it is now 
again legible. The stone has been moved 
from time to time, and was until recently in 
the chapel,' but it has now been placed in, as 
far as can be ascertained, its original position. 



It was 
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Sft. s>B. 



• 


^tortii S^ftaht 


• 




ConMtsr hot tmtns ht ttnmtlo cagtunmiu ShftoAt 
jirostins nmcts patxi, moxte ftttrnfta. ftim 
IKorte irecenqrtK pxias ter sex ipuRn bmnit nous. 
JQtgtiR btra biiga sttl niRge Ilt0i» jto 
iitc jicnft JlctnttUs {Ktssiininn nsptH tiunto 
JlchtttllintB titter stltent daxa iri0et. 

•litit i\ bit Itobmbnx. 
1597. 


• 










The inscription may be thus translated : — 

Laid up in this tomb Maria of the surname of Sparke, 
Newly joined to her father but destroyed by death before him : 
Destroyed by death before she had lived three times six years. 
Truly a virgrin worthy of a man, but rather worthy in God's sight 
So perished the Spark, before she was wedded to a husband, 
Sparkling among the bright stars flourishes. 

Another translation is : — 

Here in this tomb is laid Maria Sparke, 

Laid next her father yet first snatched away. 

Death snatched her ere that thrice six years she lived. 

A virgin worth a spouse yet worthier Heaven. 

So sunk the Spark ere to a husband wed, 

Now sparkling 'mid the stars she brighter shines. 

(Rev. T. M. Middlemore Whithard.) 

3. Sparke family : floor slab. This stone was, before the 
last restorationi between the seats in the chancel. It is now, 
it is believed, near its original position. The adjoining stone 
refers to that of Maria Sparke last mentioned. 

The Register gives the date of the burial of John Sparke 
14 October, 1632. 
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tft. 6in. 



j 

« 
d 



John Sptrke from Nantwich, Cheshire 

buried here 11 July 1566 

John his Son 14 Jan. 1597 



See 
adjoimng 




the 
Stone. 



John his grandson 1630 
Nichoks his son aged 107 
at Plympton St. Mary 1700 

John his Son at d^ 1694 
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4. John Robins. 
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The entry in the Register is : *^Mr. John Robins, marchante, 
was buried the xxiij day of JuHe 1617.^* 

5« Katherine and William Allen Kite. 

4- t ft Sin. •» 



Katherine 

Kite 

obiit 9th 

May 181 1 

William 

Allen Kite 

Gent, obiit 

IS Oa, 

1815. 
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This stone was formerly in the chapel of St« Maurice, under 
the floor of which these two good people were buried. At the 
restoration of the church in 1879 three cloth-covered cofBns 
were found intact, but there were no remains whatever in 
them — nothing but a small quantity of dust. 

6. Culme family. This fine limestone slab was formerly in 
the churchyard, on the ground, in the angle formed by the 
south aisle and south porch. It was probably originally in 
the church, and as it was perishing in the open air exposed 
to the elements, in 1902 the churchwardens removed it and 
relaid it on the floor of the north aisle. 



Here lycth the body of 



.s 



1= 



Here also lyeth the 

body of Grace Wife 

of Anthony Culme which 

departed this life ye 17 day 

of December in the yS^ 

year of her age 

Anno Domini I7I3« 

Here also lies Frances Culme 

who died ye 19 of December 1768 

Aged 83 years 

And also Grace Edwards 

niece of the said Frances Culme 

who died ye 2 1 of April 

Aged 32 years. 



> 

I 

o 

E. 



I 



Axp z Q>J^ Janaq « jqj 9jif 
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On the floor of this aisle were other stones, now lost, viz. i 

John Briscoe Gent, 
obiit Anno Domini 

1774 

also 

Elizabeth 

Wife of John Briscoe 

Gents 





Credo I beliere 




I bdeene that 




oeitlier death nor life 


t 




states DOT principalitiet 


f 


>d 


nor powers nor thinges 


4 


K 


present nor thinges to 


or 


come nor height nor 


1 


depth nor any other 


i 


1 


[creature] shall be able 


s^ 


to separate me from 


1' 


s 


ye looe of God which 


§ 


• 


[ ] 


1 


1 


I beleere this if thoa 


D. 


[ ]beesaiied 


I 


as did [Robarte 


s- 

B' 




Tozer] Buried 




here [xi daye of] 


I 




December 1634* 


"< 




Amm^i 





We well remember this stone, which was of slate. The 
lettering was very indistinct from age and the flaking off of the 
surface. The only word that was quite legible was the first at 
the head, << Credo." Fortunately Joseph Chattaway in 1830 
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copied the inscription as it then was, and printed it [vide '^Gent. 
Mag./' April, 1830]. The words between brackets were gone 
when Chattaway made his copy. The only burial in December, 
1634, ^'^^^ ^^^ o^ Robert Tozer, the entry in the register being 
**Mr. Robarte Tofer was buried the oci daye of December 1634.^^ 
There is, therefore, no doubt as to the identity of the person to 
whose memory the stone was placed. 

In the chancel are now no tablets of any kind. At the 
restoration in 1879 those there remaining were removed to other 
parts of the church, the damp state of the walls requiring 
attention, with which the memorial stones interfered. 

On the floor of the chancel were also stones now removed to 
other parts of the church. The following, that of Emanuel 
Snelling, was on the floor of the chapel, in a line with the Kite 
stone now in the north aisle. It has now altogether disappeared, 
the friable slate having perished with age. 

Emanuel Snelling, Gent. 
Twise Maior of this 
Town. He died the 20 
day of November, 1624. 

The man whose body And was of God 

That here doth lye And Man belov'd, 

Beganne to live Now he liveth 

When he did dye. In Heaven's joy, 

Good faith in life And never more 

And death he prov'd To feel annoy. 

Another stone, also now lost, was between the seats in the 
chancel, in front of the sacrarium : — 

Esq' of 

Washbourne 

Bowson, Elford their 

son 8 April 1757 And 

Mary his Wife 21 Sepf ^ 

1745 (^^^ daur. of 

Martyn Esq' of 

Chaddlewoixl) 

^ Married, St. Maoricei July 14, 1731. 
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There are no stones of any kind now in the nave, but we 
have notes of the following, which were at one time on its 
floor : — 

1. Willmott, wife of William Moulton, 1625. All the rest of 
the inscription was gone. 

2. A stone with nothing but 1670 legible. 

3. William Fortescue, late of Preston. All the rest of the 
inscription was gone. 

4. Here lyeth the body of Mr. Thomas Drake, 1626. 

5. Joan, d' of John Snelling, of Chaddlewood, and Frances 
daughter of Walter Hele, Esq., of Gnaton and Halwell, married 
Peter Treby, Esq., of Plympton. 

6. . . . Martin, of Plympton, d. 4 Nov., 1608, married Mary, 
daughter of Thomas Snelling. 

In the chapel of St. Maurice. The Rev. John Arscott was 
minister of the parish from 1800 to 1845 (see chapter vi). 



MS. 

MARLS ANNiB 

VXORIS HBV QVAM DILBCTM 

RBV** JOHANNIS ARSCOTT 

PER VITAM BT IN EXTREMIS 

FIDE PIETATE BENEVOLENTIA INSIGNIS 

OBIIT XVIU AVG MDCCCXL 

ifiTATIS LXVI 
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In the spandrel above the screen over the first column of the 
south aisle from the east is a tablet formed of tiles with this 
inscription : — 

In Memory 

of 

Frances Jane 

daughter of 

James Clarke, Major General, R.M.L.I. 

who fell asleep in her Lord Jesus 

March xv, A.D. MDCCCLXX 

In her xxi year. 

Rejoicing in hope 

Patient in Tribulation. 

On a brass tablet on the south wall of the chapel (it was 
formerly on the south side of the sacrarium) is the following 
inscription 2 — 

To the Glory of our Blessed 

Redeemer and in loving memory of 

Harriet Jane Hole, who entered into 

rest April 17**^, 1878. This Chancel roof 

is restored and decorated by her sons 

and daughters, relations, and friends. 

Henry T. Hole, Rector. 

On a brass tablet against the west end of the south stall in 
the chancel is the following inscription : — 

To the glory of God 

and in remembrance 

of the Work of 

The Rev** Maitland Kelly 

as Rector of this Parish 

1873 to 1877 

These Choir Stalls were given 

by his friends, 1879. 
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In the south aisle are the following : — 
On the floor. 

4« aft. Qin. m^ 





Herelyeth 






1677. 
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^ 
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80 here lyeth 
Body of J< 
of Samuel 
died the 8^ 
Anno Dom 


1 




S 


*» 


♦ 


41 


^^i^f 
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•§ 


Bury Wife 
Gent who 
of Nouembr 
8 








ajij "V l»ww^> 



The shield bears : — A cAemvn bet. three birds [? choughs] ; 
imp. warty per f ess ^ in chief a tower embattled, in base a chevron 
bet. three conies. This apparently is for Samuel Bury and his 
two wives, one a Somaster, the other a Strode, but we cannot 
ascertain to what family the husband belonged. 
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This was formerly in front of the chancel step, somewhat 
north, and partly covered by the base of the pulpit, which was 



aft. 4io. 



•I 
1 



I 



eS 



Here lyeth the body 



Life for a better 
the of Novemb' 
AoDoDom 1679 



Here lyeth also Mary 

the eldest daughter of 

ye said Timothy and Honor 

Hamlyn who died ye 6^ 

of May 1674 
and Timothy theire sec- 
ond Sonne who died 
ye 27*^ of July 1675 




L 



funpr^ JO jatqSnep 






I 



then against the north-east respond of the nave arcade, one 
bay further east than at present. 

There was another floor-stone in this aisle, now lost : ^^C. Port, 
died May the 22nd, 1779." This was Catherine Port, buried 
25 May, 1779. 
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4. aft.6in. ^ 








Here lyeth the 






for a better on 






the 2i»*dayof Sep* 








Anno Dom i68i 
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Muuifax 35. 


8 




9 

'•s 
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«7 
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4- ifttia. •» 


s, 




q«u« J «ih; jo 9xua 



Fiwfc Minute Book, 168 1 : ^^ Rec^ of Mrs. Joane Bury for 
Mrs. Mary Brokers grave in ye chansele, 06-08.** This stone 
was formerly on the floor of the chancel in front of the altar 
step. 
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Against the south wall between the two lower windows : — 

Sacred to the Memory 

of Lieutenant Thomas William Jones 

son of Mr. Richard Jones, surgeon of this place 

Commander of His Majesty's schooner Alphea 

of ten guns and forty men 

She was blown up in a night action with the French privateer 

Le Renard 

of fourteen guns and fifty men 

Near the Start Point on the ninth of September, mdcccxiii 

When after an obstinate contest of two hours and a half 

The enemy having made two unsuccessful attempts to board 

were according to their own account 

clearly overpowered. 

This monument 

is erected by the family of Lieutenant Jones 

in affectionate remembrance of an amiable relative 

and in grateful respect 

To the loyalty and valour of those who supported him 

in that memorable conflict. 



Below this is a brass with the following inscription : — 



<$> 



In loving Mbmorv 

OF 

John Woollcombb 

OF THIS PARISH AND OF TrOWLBSWORTHY RaNCH 

Albbrta, Canada. Born 19 January, 1875 

JoiNBD thb North Wbst Mountbd Riplbs 

2^^ Canadian Contingbnt, 30 Dbcbmbbr, 1899 

As A Voluntbbr for thb Bobr War, and dibd 

At Carnarvon in South Africa, 22 April, 1903 

From sicknbss contractbd whilb sbrving 

With thb Impbrial Forcbs. 

We hare done that which was our duty to do. — St. Luke xtii. io. 
Our Citizenship is in Hearen. — Phil. in. 20. 
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Over the south door : — 

Sacred 

to the memory of 

George Mallet Scott 

He was forty-two years minister 

of the neighbouring Parish of 

Wembtiry 

He died on the 30*^ day of 

December, 1850 

in the 71** year of his age 

''Looking unto Jesus" 

Also to the memory of 

Nanny, wife of the above 

She died on the 14^ day of 

January, 1864 

in the 73^* year of her age 

'' Looking for Salvation to the 

Same Jesus." 

This was formerly on the south wall of the chancel. 



On the south side of the tower arch, formerly on the south 
wall of the chancel, afterwards on the wall of the north aisle: — 



Hic srrus bst 

THOMAS BROWNE, HUJUS BCCLBSLB 

MIN, BT SCHOLA VICINA PRACBPTOR 

IN AGRO BBOR NATUS, 

IN COLL. JBDIS X"" APUD CANT: 

BDUCATIS, 

BXIMIA DOCTRINA, MORUM SUAVFTATB, 

BT DBXTBRriATB INSTRUBNDI 

NBMINI SBCUNDUS 

OBirr DBC OCT. DIB MAJI 

MDCXCVIII 

HOC MARMOR SBPULCHRALB 

UXOR POSUIT. 
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For further information as to Thomas Browne, see chapter viii. 



TO THE MEMORY OF 

MRS. FRANCES FULL 

WHO DIED OCTOB* 29 1808 

AGED 78 



This was formerly in the north aisle, against the wall, now 
below the stone of Thomas Browne. 

On the north side of the tower arch, engraved on a metal 
plate with a marble frame, is a memorial to members of the 
family of Jones, old and respected inhabitants of the town : — 

Underneath lie the remains 

of Mr. Richard Jones, of this place, surgeon, who 

died March a, 1803, aged 59 years 

Also of Maria Julia, formerly Collier, hb wife 

eminent in the Christian graces of piety, meekness & 

charity, she died January 20, 1831, aged 82 years 

Also of Mrs. Rebecca Jones, formerly Voysey (his 

mother), who died July 12, 1782, aged 79 years 

Also of Rebecca Battersby Jones, his sister, who 

died Oct. 17, 1770, aged 23 years 

Also of Thomas, deceased June 8, 1778, aged 2 months 

and of William, dec' June 23, 1798, aged 2 years 

children of the afs*^ Richard Jones and Maria 

Julia, his Wife 

There is an engraved shield of arms : — 
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Quarterly: i. Or, a lion rampant, regardant, sa.^ within a bar^ 
dure^eng. ^company ^ az. andarg.j Jones, of Lanio, Co. Cardigan. 
2. A wolf rampant J arg.j Davis. 3. Sa.j three scaling ladders ^ 
and between them a spear's head^ ar.j emb.^ on a chief gu.^ a 
castle of three towers of the second^ Lloyd. 4. Or, a cross ^ sa.^ 
within a bordure^ gu.y in the first quarter a crescent of the second^ 
VoYSEY. Each quartering has the name engraved against it. 

Below this, also in a marble frame, is an emblazoned shield 
of sixteen quarterings, covered with glass for protection. It 
was painted, we believe, by Miss Maria Jones. Welsh heraldry 
is difficult to deal with. Mr. Arthur J. Jewers has kindly given 



us his reading of this shield, which is as follows : i. Or, a lion 
ramp. , regard. , sa. , within a bordure^ eng. , company ^ az. and arg. , 
Jones, of Lanio, Cardigan. 2. (?t#., a lion ramp, within a bord.^ 
eng.f ory Rhys ap Tewdwr Mawr. 3. Gu.y a lion ramp.y or^ 
within a bord. of the last charged with ten ogressesy Lloyd. 
4. Sa.y three scaling ladders, and between them a spear's heady 
arg.y emb. on a chief gu.y a castle of three towers of the secondy 
Lloyd. 5. Az.y a wolframp.yarg.y Davis. 6. Sa.y a lion ramp.^ 
arg.y Ivor ap Merig. 7. Sa.y three arrows erecty heads in 
chief arg. 8. Ory a griffin y sej.y verty (?) Eeffin ap Gwyddo. 
9. Same as 4, Lloyd. 10. Arg.y a chev. between three choughs y 
sa.y Uriad Ryed. i i. Sa.y a lion ramp.y arg.y Ivor ap Maurig, 
or Bach. 12. Ory a lion ramp.y regard. y sa.y Gwaethooed, 
Lord of Cardigan. 13. Verty a lion ramp.y arg.y (?) Hbton. 
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14. Perpaleaz.j and sa.^ three fleurS'de^is^or^GocH. 15. Same 
as 4y Lloyd. i6. Or, a cross ^ sa.^ Toithtn a bard.^ gu.y in the 
first quarter y a crescent of the second^ Voysey. 

Between the tower and the window at the west end of the 
north aisle is a memorial consisting of an urn, with a shield of 
arms: — 



Sacred to the Memory of 

Rowland Cotton, Esq^ 

Vice-Admiral of the Blue 

and Commander in Chief 

of His Majesty's ships and vessels 

in Plymouth Port 

Son of the late Sir Linch Cotton, B^ 

of Combermere Abbey 

in the County of Chester 

who died the 30*** day of Nov., 1794 

in the 53 year 

of his age. 

The arms are : Az.jOna chevron^ couple closed^ between three 
hanks of cotton j arg.j an escallop between two crosses ^ crosslet^ 
gules, in chief a crescent for difference ; impaling, per cheoron, 
sable, and argent. Admiral Rowland Cotton was for some time 
Port Admiral of Plymouth. He was buried 6 December, 1794. 
We do not know what his connexion with Plympton was. He 
was the second son of Sir Lynch Salusbury Cotton, Bart., and 
Elizabeth Abigail, daughter of Rowland Cotton, of Etwal, Co. 
Derby. He married 29 June, 1782, Elizabeth, daughter and 
co-heiress of Sir Willoughby Aston, Bart, by whom he had 
two children, Arabella and Willoughby. Arabella married 
Richard Moore, of Kentwell Hall, Sufifolk, and the son became 
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General Sir Willoughby Cotton, g.cb., K.CH.y a distinguished 
soldier. The head of the Cotton fsmiiily is now (1906) Sir 
Francis Lynch Wellington Stapleton-Cotton, fourth Viscount 
Combermere. 

On the left-hand side of the north door a tablet : — 

Sacred to the Memory of Lucy Forster 

daughter of 

Rear Admiral Samuel Peter 

and Sarah Mary Forster 

who died the i"^ of February, 1826 

Aged eleven years 

and one month. 

This was formerly on the north wall of the chanceL 

Over the north door is the monument erected to the memory 

of Samuel Reynolds and his illustrious son, by the late William 

Cotton, of Highlands, Ivybridge, the donor of the Cottonian 

Library to Plymouth. It was formerly against the north wall 

of the chancel. 

Samueus Reynolds, A.M. 

Coll. Balliol apud Oxoniensis, 

quondam socius 

Presbyter Ecclesis Anglicans 

Scholse grammaticae Plymptonensis 

Magister prsfectus 

Vir 

Simplidtate atque int^fritate morum 

Doctrina necnon et Religione 

maxime praeditus. 

Obiit die vicesimo quinto Decembris 

A.D. 1746 

Undecim habuit liberos 

inter quos maxime exiluit 

Joshua Reynolds, Eques. 

Pictorem sui seculi facile princeps. 

In memoriam 

Quam patrisy tam filii, 

Hanc tabulam inscriptam 

pio animo posuit 

Gulielmus Cotton 

A.D. 1859. 
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On the right are two tablets : — 

Sacred to the memory of Katherine 

the much lamented wife of 

William Allen Kite, gentleman of Plympton 

and daughter of the late Rev. Samuel North 

Rector of Muston, in the County of Leicester 

who departed this life the 9^ of May, 181 1 

Aged 69 years 

Also to the above 

William Allen Kite, Gentleman 

who departed this life the 15^ of October, 1815 

Aged 70 years 

In life beloved in death lamented 

Sacred to the Memory of 

Charlotte Loften 

daughter of Captain Sam^ Loften 

Royal Navy 

who died i*^ of April, 181 1 

Aged 52 

Between the second and third windows in this aisle is a monu- 
ment to the memory of Sir Joshua Reynolds, of alabaster, with 
a statuary-marble medallion head of the great painter. The 
design is by Mr. James Hine, of Plymouth, and the medallion 
was carved by the well-known sculptor Mr. F. Derwent Wood. 
It has the following inscription : — 

A. M. D. G. 

SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS 
First Prbsidbnt op the Royal Acaobmv of Arts 

born in this town 1 733 

and educated in its grammar school 

Died in London 

1792. 

Until the erection of this memorial there was nothing in 
Plympton to commemorate its greatest son. To wipe away 
this reproach, the rector, the Rev. Henry T. Hole, and the 
churchwardens succeeded in raising enough money among 
those claiming relationship to the artist, and from friends and 
admirers, to place this very satisfactory work in the church, 
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and a tablet near the site of the house in which he was born. 
To the sculptor and architect of this memorial all admirers of 
Reynolds are much indebted. It was unveiled 26 October, 
19041 by Mr. Charles L. Eastlake, formerly Keeper of the 
National Gallery. 

Other memorials of the faithful departed are : — 
In the chancel, a brass corona, with the inscription : 
Sacred to the Memory of Arthur William Hole, Capt., A.S.C., who 
died at Candia, August 25, 1897. 

In the chapel of St. Maurice, a corona, with this inscription : 
In Memoriam, James Qarke, Maj.-Gen., r.m.l.i. 

In the nave, a large brass corona, with the following inscrip- 
tion engraved on the inner rim : 

In Memory of Lewis Blith Hole, Asleep in Christ Jesus, June 16, 
1891. Given by his Widow and Brothers and Sisters. 

The interior of the church presented a very different appear- 
ance at the close of the nineteenth century from what it did at the 
commencement, and for about forty years after. Certainly bare 
repairs were seen to, the roof might have been kept water-tight ; 
but although there was a yearly church rate levied, as little 
money as possible was spent. All through the eighteenth 
century and later there was constant pressure by the arch- 
deacons and rural deans upon the church o£Bcers to do 
necessary repairs to the fabric. Some extracts from the vestry 
books may be of interest to our readers. The first evidently 
shows that proceedings in the Ecclesiastical Court had been 
taken to compel necessary repairs to be done. 

Agreed at a Vestry held October 8 1752 for taking Measures 
about repairing middle roof of this Church that Peter Treby the 
churchwarden shall forthwith procure the Builders of the East Isle of 
Stoke Damerall Church whoever they are to view this Church and 
give their opinion what is absolute necessary to be done for the 
security of y^ part of it which is now presented, and that the said 
Workmen be paid for their trouble. 

Agreed at a Vestry held 17th December 1752 to have a shall 
(qu. survey) be held on January the first next ensuing for the setting 
out to the workmen that shall then be approved of by a majority all 
that shall be thought necessary upon that part of the Church now 
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under prosecution in the Bishop's Court, that the survey shall be 
held at the Exeter Inn at two of the Qock in the afternoon and that 
Cries or proper proclamations thereof be made by the churchwarden 
in order to convene or bring workmen together for that purpose. 

At a vestry held on Sunday, 21 January, 1753 (vestries 
were usually held on a Sunday after service), it was resolved 
as follows : — 

First that the roof from the Tower to the Chancell inclusive 
(being decayed) shall be taken down and Rebuilt with a fir or dell 
(deal) roof framed according to a plan and moddle made for that 
purpose. Also that the parish shall provide and set all proper and 
necessary materials for the work. Also that a survey shall be held 
on Friday the 2nd February next at the House of John Copp for 
setting the Carpenter's Hellier's and plasterer's work to the Lowest 
bidder of such respective trades, who shall be the contractor re- 
spectively. Also that the conditions of the survey shall be drawn up 
by John Cranch. [He was an attorney of Plympton and church- 
warden, April, 1738.] 

There is no reference to the mode in which the repairs were 
to be done, or how the money was raised for carrying them out, 
but no doubt a church rate provided the funds. 

The repairs done at this time appear to have sufficed for a 
considerable time, for it is not until upwards of a century 
after that we have any other reference to the repair of the roofs. 
In 1807 a new vane was put up in the place of the old one, 
stated to be worn out. But all this time things were getting 
bad. In September, 182 1, the archdeacon seems to have 
complained of the state of the church, requiring among other 
things that jackdaws should be excluded from the tower, that the 
sentences should be repainted, and that the pulpit and reading- 
desk should be removed. The sentences referred to were 
texts painted on the walls in the spandrels above the arcades, 
and were obliterated many years since — we believe in 1842. 
''Jackdaws do not thither resort," was the reply decided to be 
given by the parishioners at a vestry held in the church 
12 May, 1822, to the first requirement; as to the second 
poverty was pleaded, and that the archdeacon was to be told 
the sentences must remain as they were or be entirely obliter- 
ated ; and as to the third, he was also to be informed that the 
removal of the pulpit and desk would be attended with great 
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inconvenience and much expense, but in order to obviate the 
great objection to their present position, namely, the difficulty 
which the poorer classes from their situation in the church had 
in hearing the prayers and lessons read, it was proposed to 
provide forms to be placed in the middle aisle for their 
accommodation, and that endeavours would be made to change 
the position of the reading-desk. The repairs required by the 
archdeacon were stated afterwards to have been completed at 
a great expense. 

Until 1824 the walls of the church appear to have been un- 
plastered. Except to receive frescoes or paintings, in which case 
a very thin coat was laid upon them, the walls of our churches 
as a rule were not plastered. It is wonderful what a warmth 
and tone unplastered, carefully-pointed walls give to a church. 
Until this time, too, the seats in the church were low, as the 
rural dean in the September of the year 1824 directed that the 
joints of the masonry should be pointed, and expressed his 
regret that the seats were so badly arranged that but a small 
proportion of the inhabitants could attend divine service, but 
he directed that they were not to be raised, but kept at a low 
uniform level, and that no alteration was to be made in them 
without the authority of the Bishop. It would seem, therefore, 
that there was an attempt to make the sheep pens so much in 
vogue at that time, and formerly thought so desirable. 

Up to 1830 the rural deans complain of the apathy of the 
parishioners with reference to the state of the church; the 
texts, which still survived, were in a bad state, the walls were 
taking damp, clothes were dried in the yard. 

In 1830 there were still some remains of ancient glass in 
some of the windows ; although little, the rural deans said it 
was worth preserving, and earnestly recommended that care 
should be taken of it. All is now gone. 

A vestry room is a want at the present time, and it was said 
to be needed in 1830. It was then suggested that the ancient 
** record " room, by which is meant the parvise over the south 
porch, should be used for the purposes of meeting, and a 
more inconvenient place and one more difficult of access could 
not have been proposed. 

In 1835 ^^^ rural dean complains of the condition of the 
church, and very unwillingly the vestry appointed a corn- 
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mittee^ evidently to do as little as possible, and apparently 
nothing was done. In 1839 £^^ ^^^ allowed for the repair of 
the southern roof of the church, and the churchwarden was to 
make such arrangement with regard to the sittings as might 
appear most advisable. In 1836 the rural dean recommends that 
the reading-desk should be supplied with a cushion or covering 
of clothy as there was a want of decency in its bare appearance, 
and in 1839 he recommends whitewashing the walls and paint- 
ing the ironwork of the windows white. In 1842 some of the 
pews were square, and the pulpit and desk were still in the 
centre of the nave and not in the chancel as later. When 
the Rev. C. K. Williams became the incumbent in 1845 he 
suggested many improvements, and aided by an energetic 
churchwarden, the late William Rowe, much good work was 
done. On 13 June, 1845, the vestry resolved that it was desirable 
that the pulpit and desk should be removed to the pew 
occupied by the Rev. G. M. Scott, subject to the approval of 
the Misses Scott and of the Rev. John Arscott, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to obtain a specification and estimate of 
expense and for erecting a new vane on the tower and repair- 
ing pinnacles. 

13 May, 1846 : ** Resolved unanimously (inter alia) that the 
pulpit and reading-desk be removed from their present position 
to the most easterly pillar on the northern side of the middle 
aisle, that Plympton House pew be removed three feet towards 
the west to make room for the same : that the Corporation 
pews be placed at the upper end of the south side of the 
middle aisle, one behind the other, extending east to west: 
that the remaining space between them and the south aisle be 
divided into two pews of equal width, and that the rest of the 
pews in the body of the church be made of one uniform width : 
that all the pews be reduced in height to three feet or there- 
abouts: that the arches be cleaned from whitewash: that a 
subscription be entered into for the purpose of defraying the 
expense of the above alterations : and that the churchwardens 
be empowered to have the pinnacle on which the vane stands 
put into a proper state of repair, to erect a new vane, and to 
make a rate in order to defray the expense of the same.'' 

This work was speedily taken in hand. Some pews were 
altered and rearranged to enable the pulpit and reading-desk 
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to be removed from their then position to the eastern pillar 
of the north arcade of the nave, the pews were all cut down 
to a uniform height of three feet, and the arches and stone- 
work were cleaned from whitewash. The whole of the 
seats, which had apparently been erected without order or 
plan, and which were of varying height and size, and facing in 
all directions, were reconstructed, and as far as possible made 
to look eastward and brought to a uniform level. This work 
went on until 1849-50. Some difficulties and grumblings there 
were with some parishioners, who had been accustomed to sit 
in a particular seat, and had become used to their surround- 
ings, and some insisted that if any alteration was made their 
wishes as to the position of their pews should be complied 
with, and consequently there were some square and large 
enclosures left with seats all round them. Some looked due 
west, and some, we remember, presented difficulties in attempt- 
ing to enter. The floor was not touched. Unfortunately a good 
deal of the old work in the church was got rid of, parts of the 
screen for instance, but a beginning was made, and better 
things were to follow. 

In 1849-50 the church was replastered internally, and other 
work done, the chancel roof removed, and a new open one 
substituted with a new east window, the cost being defrayed by 
voluntary contributions, besides the gift of the glass of the 
window, the coloured glass being presented by the Rev. G. M. 
and Mrs. Scott. In October, 1864, the Rev. Percy Nicolas 
was appointed the perpetual curate, and at a meeting held in 
the following February it was decided that the gallery in the 
church should be taken down and the tower arch thrown open 
to the church, the floor for the ringers being brought down. 
We have no information as to the erection of this gallery, but 
it probably dated from the early part of the eighteenth century. 
It is referred to as containing seats in 1702. Latterly the 
Sunday-school children sat there with their teachers, and the 
clerk with his violin led the singing from that post of vantage. 
Later the harmonium and the performer thereon occupied a 
conspicuous position in it. It projected into the church as far 
as and covering the first western arch and pillar, and it was 
supported on wooden columns. It was a sad disfigurement 
to the church, but of course any interference with it was 
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objected to by some, but its removal gave an impetus to the 
further general improvement of the fabric. During Mr. Nicolas' 
short tenure of the cure other important alterations were made, 
especially at the east end. The altar was raised and the vaults 
under the chancel were closed and carefully cemented down. 
The small window on the south side of the sacrarium as also 
the sedilia and aumbry in the south wall, which were all 
plastered up, were opened up. 

In 1869-70, when the Rev. Roger Smith became rector, the 
roof of the nave was reconstructed, and the old plastered ceiling 
and chicket windows were destroyed. This work was un- 
fortunately undertaken too soon. It was weak and poor in the 
extreme and badly executed. The roof removed in 1870 was 
the one put up, as we have seen, in 1753. The roofs of the 
parvise over the south porch, and of the west portion of the 
south aisle, which were quite decayed, were also put in some 
order, and a carved pitch-pine screen between the nave and 
the ground floor of the tower, the space being utilized as a 
choir vestry, was erected. The doors of the seats were also 
removed, and the internal walls of the tower attended to, and 
other minor improvements carried out. During the time the 
alterations were going on the congregation attended at the 
church of St. Mary's. In the rectorship of the Rev. Maitland 
Kelly, who succeeded the Rev. Roger Smith, there was an 
alteration of the seats in the chancel for the accommodation of 
the choir, the gift of the font, the rehanging of the bells, 
improvements in the tower and churchyard, and the purchase 
of an organ ; but besides these things, very good work was 
done by Mr. Kelly in paving the way for the restoration of the 
fabric on a definite plan. Mr. John D. Sedding was consulted 
by Mr. Kelly as to the proper mode of dealing with the 
church, and a preliminary survey and a report made, and 
plans were prepared, which in the main were afterwards 
adopted. In consequence, however, of the appointment of 
the rector to the vicarage of Salcombe, little progress was 
made. As a memorial of the esteem in which the Rev. Mait- 
land Kelly was held, choir stalls were placed in the chancel 
in 1877, when the Rev. Henry Tubal Hole had become the 
rector. 

From 1849 to the time at which we have now arrived about 
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a thousand pounds had been spent about and in connexion 
with the churchy the voluntary contributions and gifts of the 
parishioners and congregation and their friends. The work 
done included the reconstruction of the seats in 1849 ; in 1851 
the new chancel roof and repairs to the windows ; in 1866 the 
repair of the clock and new dials; in 1867 the sedilia, credence, 
and repair of windows ; in 1869-70 the new roofing of the 
nave and other work ; in 1871 the repair of some windows and 
the churchyard entrance; in 1872-3 a new granite font, and 
later a cover; in 1874, the bells had attention paid to them after 
much neglect, and in the same year the tower and churchyard 
walls were repaired. Besides these, from time to time the 
purchase of an harmonium, later on of an organ, and of other 
necessaries involved the outlay of considerable sums of money. 
When the Rev. Henry Tubal Hole became rector in January, 
1877, he at once threw himself with great energy into the 
work of the complete restoration of the church, actively aided 
by the churchwardens, Messrs. William J. Woollcombe 
and William Ruston. A committee was formed to raise the 
required amount, and the late John D. Sedding completed 
his plans. These plans, which were adopted, necessitated a 
considerable amount of work, occupying much time and 
involving the raising of a large sum of money. The church 
was reseated, the old floors, parts of which were very rough 
and much worn, were relaid with tiles, the floor slate being 
carefully relaid, the roofs of the chancel and the aisles were 
opened up, the bosses were repaired and refixed, new ones 
replacing those that had decayed or had been lost, the greater 
part of the old woodwork of these roofs being preserved ; 
the north aisle was extended to form a priests' vestry behind 
the organ, choir-stalls were placed in the chancel, and the 
chancel brought out to its proper extent. All this and much 
more was done, and the church, now it was hoped approaching 
what it was when the fifteenth-century architect viewed his 
finished work, was reopened on Tuesday in Easter week, 1879, 
when the Bishop of Exeter, Dr. Frederick Temple, preached, 
and afterwards attended a luncheon, which was provided in 
the Guildhall. The seating has now been completed by 
substituting benches all over the church instead of chairs, 
which were used in some parts ; the chapel of St Maurice 
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, has returned to its former use, and proves a useful place for 
the worship of small congregations; coronse for lighting 
instead of the old upright standards were given, and many other 
smaller matters attended to. Besides these, much has been 
done to the screen, but it and the parclose screens are still 
incomplete. It is impossible to estimate the total cost of these, 
for the gifts were in many cases anonymous. The most recent 
work has been the complete restoration of the roof of the nave, 
which has recently proved to be in a very bad condition, the 
slating being poor and the timber decaying. In 1905 the 
churchwardens, fearing accidents, resolved to replace it with 
an entirely new one in harmony with the roofs of the aisles. 
This has just (August, 1906) been completed. The roof is a 
very handsome one, with bosses beautifully carved and gilded. 
The five bosses nearest the chancel are : i, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary; 2, the arms of Redvers, Gu.^ a lion rampant^ or; 3, 
the arms of Plympton Priory ; 4, the arms of John Brackley ; 
and 5, the arms of Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
The cost has been about ;^500. Many minor things, it is 
hoped, may be provided for the church as time goes on, but 
the most pressing, and which many of the parishioners hope to 
see completed at no very distant date, are : (i) The rendering 
dry of the chancel walls and their decoration; and (2) the 
completion of the screen and parclose screens with the inside 
vaultings and the rood and attendant figures. 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE CLERGY AND CHURCH OFFICERS 
THE BENEFICE 

Services before the dissolution of Plympton Priory — Taxation of Pope Nicholas IV 
— First named minister, 1550— His successors to present time — ^The church 
under the Commonwealth — Alteration of boundaries — List of clergy — The 
registers — The Custodts CapeUet — Church rates — ^The churchwardens 1331-1906 
— Grant of the benefice to the dean and canons of Windsor— Lease to the 
mayor, bailiff, and burgesses — Income of living. 

OUR readers will have noticed that there is no reference 
whatever in the lists of possessions of the owners of the 
honour, manor, or castle to the church or benefice. The 
advowson or patronage appears to have been always vested in 
the monks of Plympton, for there is no record of its having 
been given to the religious house, and it may have come at 
a very remote period from the Lord of Plympton to the 
monastery, and we believe belonged to the monastery of 
Plymentum in Saxon times before the Conquest (see chapter i). 
In early times it was a parish church, as we have before shown, 
and in course of time, no doubt from its nearness to the 
priory, it was found convenient that all divine offices re- 
quired in it should be provided by the canons themselves 
and not by a resident minister, and so up to the time of the 
dissolution the services at the church were performed by 
canons from the priory or by priests sent by them. Beyond 
what we have already said, we have no information as to when 
in early days the church became parochial, or when it ceased 
to be so, as happened later. 

In the Taxatio Ecclesiastica of Pope Nicholas IV, ia88, 
Plympton is taxed at £ja ^* 8d., the tenths being £,z 6s. 8d. 
and we find in the Valor Ecclesiasticus, the survey of 27 Henry 
VIII, 1535, the remitting of the first-fruits and tenths to the 
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Pope having ceased, that the priory of St Peter and St. Paul, 
Plympton, was possessed of the ^' Capella de Plymptan Thomas 
in decanatu de Plymptan in diocesi predicta^ ^^ Capella ibidem 
valet per annum in omnibus decimis et oblacionibus predicte 
capelle pertinentibus -X*." 

John How surrendered the priory of Plympton i March, 1539. 
What provision was made for the spiritual work done up to 
this time by himself and his brethren the canons, in the 
various parishes and chapelries belonging to them, we do not 
know. Although served from the priory, it is very probable 
that at Plympton there was a priest in charge, for we find that 
after the grant to the dean and canons of Windsor there was 
a priest's house here, for the repairs of which the college 
allowed 20s. per annum, as well as 6s. 8d. for the bread and 
wine yearly. No doubt these were the old and accustomed 
payments by the priory. It was also stated in 1564 that the 
curates were wont of old time to serve for £6 13s. 4d. a year. 
This sum, with the rents of the lands of the chantry chapel, 
which the priest serving the church might have also held, 
would, with the offerings of the faithful, make up a fair sum 
for the delegate of the prior and canons in the church of 
Plympton and the chantry chapel of St. Maurice. 

We begin our list of clergy in 1550, when we have the first 
mention by name of a minister in Plympton. This was 
William Shirwell, who was appointed probably by the Crown, 
as he was at Plympton at the time of the dissolution and 
serving as the chantry priest of the chapel of St Maurice in 
the church, receiving the £^ 15s. 8d., the rents of the land 
given by John Brackley, and it may be, as just suggested, he 
was also the priest of the parish, a further stipend being paid 
him by the priory. He was receiving a pension of £/^ a year 
as the last incumbent of the shrine in the church up to 1555-^. 
What this shrine was we do not know. This is the only 
reference to it we have found. We are inclined to think that 
it is an error, and, waiting further information, that by the 
word shrine is meant the tomb of John Brackley, who was, with 
members of his family, probably buried in the chapel. In 
1664, from a document we shall quote further on in this 
chapter, it would seem that the dean and canons of Windsor 
complained that they were paying ;f 10 a year for the priest's 
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wages, and they say that Plympton Maurice is more in charge 
by the year than it is worth by 40s. , that is to say, it would 
appear that the patrons received £8 only from the tithes and 
paid out ;f 10. 

Roger Bennett, who signs as witness to the will of William 
Wolcomb, of Holland, dated 12 December, 1570, was Shir- 
well's successor, and calls himself curate of Plympton. Daniel 
Notherell, who followed, also styles himself curate in 1585, so 
signing the first register book, the original of which is now 
lost. A David Notherell was vicar of Egg Buckland in 1565, 
and in the seventeenth century there was a Daniel Notherell, 
described as a brewer of Plymouth, who was possessed of 
land in or near Plympton. 

David Cowbridge followed. He was curate certainly not 
later than 1600, and apparently was the minister for thirty-five 
years at the least From 1616, when on the sth of April in that 
year he commences the new book with the baptism of Patience, 
the daughter of Richard Elwill, to 1634, ^^^ whole of the 
entries in the first register book are in his neat handwriting. 
If any judgment of his work as a minister can be formed from 
his care and nicety in this the only knowledge we have of the 
man, we may conclude he faithfully discharged his duties. 
Every entry is carefully made, and at the end of each year 
with unfEiiling regularity we have, **p m^, David Cambridge^ 
Cleric.^^ His last entry, like his first, was a baptism, Blanche, 
the daughter of Gilbert Drue, on 20 March, 1634, ^^^ con- 
cluding the year, but the usual signature is wanting, and on 
turning to the burials we find, ^^ Mr. David Cowbridge^ Cleric^ 
died the xix day of May^ and Tvas buried the xxiind^ 1635," ^^ 
written as to be conspicuous on the page, and then, strangely 
enough, follows the entry of the burial of little Blanche Drue, 
whom he had baptized so shortly before. 

William Gibbs, who succeeded Cowbridge, was a Plympton 
man. His father, also William, resided here, and obtained a 
lease of the tithes. He went to Oxford at the age of sixteen, 
matriculating from Exeter College 28 May, 1624 ; B.A., 
27 February, 1627-8; m.a., 3 June, 1630. We do not know 
when he came to Plympton, but he was here but a short time. 
His last entry in the registers is under date 29 July, 1640, and 
he was instituted to the rectory of Ipplepen 4 September 
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following, on the presentation of Christopher Cloberry. How he 
£ared here we do not know, but at Ipplepen he had a troubled 
time. In a terrier of the parish he records that ^'in Cromwell's 
days we were plundered of all our sacred and precious utensils." 
Walker (** Sufferings of Clergy ") says that he was driven from 
the living by the Parliament party, and it was thought they 
would have murdered him could they have caught him. He 
left Ipplepen for St. Goran soon after his return to his old 
parish in 1660. 

William Collins came next, but remained for a short time 
only, as we find so soon after as 1642 the name and the beautiful 
handwriting of Abraham Bull in the registers, and signing as 
minister. Gibbs and Collins styled themselves pastors, and 
Bull follows their example. They were all three beautiful 
writers. Very soon, however, there appears to have been trouble. 
The writing of the minister is intermittent, and others seem to 
have intruded on his work. In 1650 we find that the ruling 
faction had taken note of Plympton St Maurice, and that Bull 
was not in charge of the parish, but that James Burdwood was 
in possession. Puritanism was now triumphant and rampant, 
and what happened, it is presumed, in every parish happened 
at Plympton. The Directory for Public Worship was pushed 
through both the Assembly and Parliament with much speed, 
in order that it might be presented to the King as an enacted 
and completed whole.^ On 17 April, 1645, the Commons re- 
solved that an ordinance should be forthwith brought in for 
introducing into every church and chapel in England, Wales, 
and Berwick-on-Tweed the Directory for Public Worship, for 
its continual use, and for abolishing the Book of Common 
Prayer, with penalties for using the latter and neglecting the 
former. Indeed, in its first form the measure was proposed to 
enact that all persons speaking or writing against this Directory 
were, after the third warning, to suffer the loss of all their goods 
and perpetual imprisonment This was, however, thought even 
by the Commons a little too strong, and the penalty was modi- 
fied. In Devon, as well as in all other counties, bodies called 
Committees of Parliament were in existence. To this Committee 
the knights of the shire and the members for the various towns 

> Shaw, "English Church," 1640-60, I, p. 354. Perry, "Church History,'^ 
II, p. 466. 
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were to forward printed copies of the Directory fairly bound up 
in leather. The Committee were then to send the same to the 
constables or other officers in each parish land, who within a 
week were to deliver the books to the ministers there. The 
inhabitants of the parish were to pay for the Directory, and 
the minister was to use it on the next Lord's day after its 
receipt, and any person detected in using or causing to be 
used the Book of Common Prayer in public or private, in a 
church or chapel, or in family worship, for the first offence was 
to be fined five pounds, for the second ten pounds, and for the 
third to suffer a year's imprisonment. All books of Common 
Prayer were to be collected and delivered by the churchwardens 
or constable of the respective parishes to the Committee of each 
county, to be destroyed. 

This condition of things evidently produced great confusion. 
From 1647 to 1652 there are but few entries in our registers ; 
four burials only in 1647, seven in 1648, and one in 1649, three 
in 1650, two in 1651, and one in 1652. 

The following inquisition tells us of the troubles of James 
Burdwood in the matter of his salary. The lease of the tithes 
was in lay hands, and still running. Mr. Hele refused to 
assist, but the trustees of Elize Hele, who were Maynard and 
Stert, were paying Burdwood ;f 10 per annum, how or why it 
does not appear. The suggestions for alterations in the 
boundaries of the parishes are curious. 

An Inquisition indented taken at Plympton in the said County of 
Devon the four and twentieth day of October Anno Domini One 
thousand six hundred and fifty Before Phillip Crocker, ChdferMartyn» 
Phillip Frances, William Woolacombe, Nicholas Rowe, Walter Sterte 
and Richard Pearse Esquires, by virtue of a Commission under the 
Great Seal of England hereunto annexed unto them and others 
directed by the Oathes of Mayne Snooke [Swete] of Modbury Gentle- 
man, Thomas Pearse of Ermington, John Pearse of the same, John 
Andrew of the same, Henry Cliffe of the same, Leonard Fords of 
Ugborough, John Forde of the same, Gent, John Lavers of Corne- 
wood, Richard Turpyn of the same, Richard Pearse of Yealmpton, 
John Pearse of the same, Richard Avent of Brixton, Nathaniell 
Rider of Wcmbury Gent, John Jesham of Shawe Gent, James Merige 
of Plimstocke Gent, Daniel Shute of Yealmpton and Henry Hoibeton 
of Revelstock : who say upon their oathes That in the parish of 
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Plympton M orrice both the Sheafe and small tithes are impropriated 
and are in the whole worth fourteen pounds six shillings and eight 
pence yearly. And that Arthur Ferryman Esquire is the present 
proprietor of the said Sheafe by virtue of a lease from the Deane and 
Chapter of the house of Winsor for certain years yet to come : And that 
Simon Hele, Gent, is the present proprietor of the small tithes there, 
worth thirteen pounds six shillings and eight pence yearly, by virtue 
of a lease from the Deane and Chapter made to one Gibbs and others 
for certain years yet to come and unexpired under the yearly rent of 
twenty six shillings and eight pence to the said house of Winsor: 
And that the present Incumbent there is Mr James Burdwood, placed 
in by the approbation of the honourable Committee for plundered 
Ministers and the consent of the parishioners : To the presedent In- 
cumbent of which place hath formerly from time to time been yearly 
allowed for the salary by the said Deane and Chapter the said small 
Tithes (only reserving out of the said small tithes unto the said house 
the aforesaid yearly rent of twenty six shillings and eight pence: 
And this present Incumbent hath not received or been allowed either 
from the said Deane and Chapter or from the said Mr Hele any 
recompense or satisfaction at all for his Salarie during all the time he 
hath officiated the said cure out of the small tithes or otherwise: 
And that the said Mr Burdwood hath for his presente maynteinance 
in officiating the said cure, only the benevolence of some few of his 
parishioners : and the Free gift of Tenn pounds per annum paid 
him by the feoffees of Ellis Hele Esquire deceased : And that hee is 
a painefull Minister of the Gospell: And they further say that the 
Town of Flimpton is the only Markett Towne of the Hundred an 
Ancient Corporation and lyeth within the said parish of Flympton 
Morrice: And further they say that so much of the parish of 
Flimpton Mary as is hereafter named (vid3) Forde, Coombe, 
Applethome Slade, Language, Bickfordtowne and all lying on the 
Western side of the said p'ticular places lying within the said parish 
of Flimpton Mary to be united to the parish of Flimpton Morrice 
aforesaid. And the remainder of the said parish of Flimpton Mary to 
be united to Comwood their adjacent parish. Except Challons 
Leigh, Smith Leigh and CoUover to be united to YeaUnpton their 
next adjacent parish.^ 

What became of that painful minister of the gospel, Mr. 
James Burdwood, we know not. 

From 1653 to 1661 John Williams was in possession of the 

^ " Augmentation Book,'* V, p. 145, Lambeth Library. 
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church and its emoluments. The entries in the register are 
apparently in his clear handwriting, so perhaps he succeeded 
Batten as registrar {vide p. 205), or more probably did his 
work for him. For a time the entries were made as required by 
the Act of Parliament^ but later Williams in addition states that 
a child was baptized. Calamy tells us that Williams was ejected, 
but he ceased to have anything to do with the register about 
April, 1661, before the passing of the Act of Uniformity, and I 
suspect he was not one of those who refused to accept the Book of 
Common Prayer. It appears rather that his views were chang- 
ing, and that they were becoming more in accord with the 
doctrines and teachings of the Church. The baptismal entries 
referred to, I think, show this, and there is another confirmatory 
entry, for under the date 1660 he writes: ^'John Williams 
minister of Plympton Morrish did liscence Mrs. Mary Parker 
being sick the 18 day of March." This was a dispensation 
from the rule of the Church and the statutory obligation of 
abstaining from meat during Lent. A later minister puts 
after this entry the pertinent question, ^^quo warranto ?^^ 
Williams apparently did not leave the parish, for his son 
'^ Aron '' was buried 15 January, 1664, and he himself 21 May, 

1675. Thomas Stevens signs clerk 8 June, 1669, in the register 
of baptisms, and John Champlin, who died here and was 
buried here 10 October, 1675, signs in the registers " Clericus 
parochialis.^^ 

Greorge Strode, of the Newnham family, was minister in 

1676, but is not mentioned after 1684. 

Richard Taprell read himself in as minister 11 October, 1685. 
He was the first master of the Grammar School (see chap, viii), 
and at the time of his election as master was a layman. He 
was ordained deacon at Exeter by Bishop Thomas Lamplugh 
8 August, 1685, and priest only a month after (20 September). 
There was trouble in his time. Against six names in the 
register of burials in 1688, April 28 to February 26, Taprell 
has this note. ^^ Note. Those before whose names is fixed this 
mark X loere buried by Mr Jo. Sweeting by Toqy of Violent 
Intrttsion without my leav or permission. Richard TaprelL** 
He died in December, 1694, and was buried at Plympton. 

William Williams signs as minister 19 April, 1691, but he 
must have been a curate. John Stokes also signs in 1692 as 
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minister, but he was only helping Taprell, as he was the 
incumbent of the adjoining parish of St Mary. 

Thomas Browne was also the master of the Grammar 
School. He was minister until May, 1698, and soon after 
Jonathan Oltramare succeeded him as perpetual curate as 
well as master of the school. He made things lively for the 
governors of the school, as will be seen in the Grammar 
School history, chapter viii. He was both schoolmaster and 
minister until 17 14, and he also held the perpetual curacy 
of Plymstock. 

John Nathan Darley was appointed in 171 5, but we are not 
able to say by whom these nominations were made. He was 
the son of the Rev. John Darley, rector of the parish of 
Northill, Cornwall. He matriculated at Oxford, 17 March, 
1691-2, aged nineteen, from Brasenose College; B.A., 1695. 
He died and was buried at Plympton in July, 1732. His widow 
survived him, and was buried 29 August, 1744. 

From 1736 to 1744 George Langworthy signs the vestry 
book as minister, and on his death John Davies succeeded and 
officiated for twelve years. We find that Samuel Reynolds, 
the master of the Grammar School, helped the clergymen from 
time to time, and sometimes signs as minister. Robert Forster, 
the master of the Grammar School, who had been curate to 
Davies, took his place on his death in 1756, and he held the 
cure for forty-two years, dying in 1800. 

The next incumbent was the Rev. John Arscott, son of John 
Arscott, of Plympton. He matriculated from Exeter College, 
Oxford, 18 March, 1796; B.A., 1800; m.a., 1816. He married 
Mary Anne, daughter of Richard Strode, of Newnham, and 
Admonition, his wife, the daughter of Thomas Lear, of Sand- 
well. He was also vicar of Mevagissey, county Cornwall, 
where he resided for many years. The masters of the Grammar 
School, Thomas Murphy Phillips, William Gray, R. A. 
Purdon, and others acted as his curates, and did his work at 
Plympton, and sometimes they signed the parish books as 
ministers. About 1840 Arscott came to reside in Plympton, 
and here he spent the rest of his life. He died in September, 
184s, and the Rev. Charles Kevem Williams, the then master 
of the Grammar School, was appointed on the nomination — the 
last time they exercised the right— of the mayor, bailiff, and 
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aldermen of the borough. Those succeeding Dr. Williams — 
the Rev. Percy Nicolas, 1864-66; the Rev. Roger Smith, 
1866-73 ; the Rev. Maitland Kelly, 1873-77 ; and the present 
esteemed rector, the Rev. Henry Tubal Hole, 1877 — ^were all 
appointed by the dean and canons of Windsor direct 

The persons having spiritual charge of the parish describe 
themselves in various ways : curates, presbyters, clerics, 
pastors, and ministers. 



Name. 


When here. 


Ceased. 


William Shirwell , 


. 1550 




Roger Bennett 


. 1570 




Daniel Notherell . 


. 1585 




Daniel Cowbridge 




d. 19 May, 1635 


William Gibbs 


. 1635-40 


Resigned 1640 


William Collins 


• 1640-42 


Left 1642 


Abraham Bull 


. 1642-51 


July, 1651 


James Burdwood 


— 




John Williams 


— 




John Champlin 


— 


b. 10 Oct., 1675 


George Strode 


. Herein 1676 ... 




Richard Taprell 


. 1685 


b. 20 Dec, 1694 


William Williams 


— 




Thomas Browne 


— 


b. 20 May, 1698 


Jonathan Oltramar 


e . — 


b. 14 April, 1714 


John Nathan Darle 


y . 1715 


d. 27 July, 1732 


J. Wolridge . 


— 




George Langworth 


y . 1736 




John Davies 


— 




Robert Forstcr 


. 1757 


b. 23 Sept., 1800 


John Arscott 




b. ^9Sept., 1845 


Charles Kevcm Wi 


lliams 1845 


d. Aug., 1864 


Percy Nicolas 


. Oct, 1864 


r. April, 1866 


Roger Smith 


. 1866 


d. Dec., 1873 


MaiUand Kelly 


. 1873 


r. 1877 


Henry Tubal Hole 


. 1877 





The benefice became a rectory 19 December, 1867, being 
then made so by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners under the 
powers of the District Tithes Act, 1865. 
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We now come to the parochial registers, those invaluable and 
interesting records of the past. Before that period curiously 
called the Reformation, there was no regular system of record- 
ing births, marriages, and burials. Due notice was taken of 
these supreme events, in the lives of people more or less illus- 
trious, in the volumes in the care of monasteries and other 
ecclesiastical foundations, but until Cromwell's injunctions of 
1558 there was no means of preserving such valuable statistics 
in the history of a nation. Cromwell, evil and utterly un- 
scrupulous as he was, left at all events this to his credit, and 
although the rumour of taxation in connexion with this had 
much to do with the trouble of the Pilgrimage of Grace, he 
persevered. Cromwell's plan was a good one. He had, while 
in the Low Countries, seen the baptismal registers kept by 
the Spanish clergy, and had appreciated their value. It was 
through the Church only that the sacraments of baptism and 
marriage could be obtained and Christian burial given, and 
the servants of the Church, in the performance of their sacred 
offices, were to be made the means of furnishing throughout 
the land the information which the King's vicegerent rightly 
thought so important. It was ordered that ''the curate of 
every parish shall keep one book or register, which book he 
shall every Sunday take forth and in the presence of the 
churchwardens, or one of them, write and record in the same 
all the weddings, christenings, and burials made the whole 
week before : and for every time that the same shall be omitted 
shall forfeit to the said Church 3s. 4d." There are many 
registers extant which commence about this time. Cromwell 
and his master passed away and went to their own places, and 
their works, good and bad, followed them, and among them 
this good one ; and through the reigns of Edward, Mary, and 
Elizabeth the registers were kept throughout the land with 
more or less regularity and accuracy. In 1597 Convocation 
promulgated an ordinance which was afterwards embodied in 
the seventieth of the Canons of 1603. Parchment books were 
to be provided to take the place of the books of paper till then 
in use, and these were to have copied into them the entries of 
the old books, and the new books were to be kept in a sure 
coffer under the charge of the parish priest and the church- 
warden. 
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Although the first register book belonging to our parish does 
not commence until 1616, among the bishops' transcripts at 
Exeter are fragments of transcripts of another, with entries of 
baptisms, marriages, and burials for 1610, 161 1, 1613, and 1614. 
This earlier volume, it is likely, commenced in 1538. We have 
a reference to it in 1585, but unfortunately this volume has been 
lost for many a long year, and the only evidence we have of its 
existence is furnished by the references and fragments we have 
referred to. 

There are now three volumes containing entries of baptisms, 
marriages, and burials. 

The first is a vellum-covered volume of seventy-nine leaves; 
the cover measures 9J in. by 6 J in., but there is a little 
variation in the size of the leaves, some being a little smaller 
than others, the parchment being somewhat rough. This book 
is carefully preserved in a rough calf slip case. The contents 
of this first volume, now in the parish chest, are as follows : — 

Baptisms begin 5 April, 1616. 

,, end 7 March, 1680. 
Marriages begin 30 April, 1616. 

,, end 27 December, 1680. 

Burials begin 4 May, 1616. 

,, end 23 March, 1680. 

This is a very interesting volume, and it contains many 
entries referring to ways and manners in the old town, and 
shows that Plympton had to contend with the same difficulties 
as other places. The course of Puritan ascendancy, the Civil 
War, the suppression of the Monarchy and of the services of 
the Church, the reaction and the restoration of order, are all to 
be clearly traced in its pages. On the inner cover is the fol- 
lowing :— Walter Winsland His book 

The Lord of Haven upon him look, 

And so correcke him with a rod 

that he may be a child of God 

And when for him the bel doth dole 

the Lord of heuen reciue his soul. 

There are not many curious notes such as we find in some 
registers. 
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In 1653, by the Act of the Praise God Barebones Parliament^ 
the register books were taken away from the parochial clergy 
and placed in the hands of a new official chosen by the parish, 
who was to be styled the ** Parish Register," He was to be 
chosen in every parish by the inhabitant householders on or 
before 22 September, 1653, and as soon as he had been 
proved and sworn by the local magistrate his appointment 
was to be entered in the register book. We find accordingly 
that John Batten was duly elected and sworn, and entered 
upon his duties: ''Anno Domini 1653 September the 22 John 
Batten of the parish of Plympton Morrice was sworn by 
Edward Moulton Mayor, Justice of the Peace." Mr. Batten 
was economical. He did not buy a new book, but continued 
his entries in the volume which he had taken from Abraham 
Bull. ^^This is ye hour and power of darknes^^ comments 
the parish priest when the Church regained possession of the 
book. 

The newly appointed register's duties were not limited to 
registration, Chester Waters tells us, for it was now enacted 
that after 29 September, 1654, no marriage was to take place 
within the Commonwealth of England without the register's 
certificate that he had published banns on three successive 
Lord's Days at the close of the morning exercise in the public 
meeting-place commonly called the church or chapel, or, if the 
parties preferred it, in the nearest market-place, on three suc- 
cessive market days. This certificate was to be taken by the 
parties proposing to be married to the nearest justice of the 
peace, when the man was to take the woman by the hand and 
pronounce plainly and distinctly the following words: ''I, 
A. B., do here in the presence of God the searcher of all 
hearts, take thee, C. D., for my wedded wife, and do also in 
the presence of God and before these witnesses promise to 
be unto thee a loving and faithful husband." The woman was 
in like form to promise to be a loving, faithful, and obedient 
wife, and thereupon the justice was to declare them man and 
wife. The first entry of a contract of marriage at Plympton 
was that of Christopher Martin, gent., and Mrs. Jane Snelling, 
published 16, 23, and 30 October, 1654. Until 1658 there are 
no baptisms recorded, the custodian of the volume simply 
stating as required that on such a day such a child was born 
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thus — ** Damaris the daughter of William Price and Mary his 
wife was borne October 9 1653." 

In Vol. II the 

Baptisms begin 27 March, i68i. 

,, end I March, i746. 
Marriages begin 4 April, i68i. 

,, end 24 February, 1746. 

Burials begin 20 March, 1681. 

„ end 13 December, 1746. 

In the earlier part of this volume the entries of baptisms, 
marriages, and burials are all mixed up together. In 1688 
Richard Taprell, the master of the Grammar School, the newly 
appointed minister, divided the book into three parts, and the 
entries were afterwards made under the proper heads. The 
book now consists of sixty-nine leaves ; there were originally 
seventy-seven, but pages 18, 19, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 96, 97, 
100, loi, 104, 105, 116, and 117 of the numbered leaves are 
gone. These leaves seem to have been cut out after the com- 
pletion of the pagination, but before there had been any writing 
upon them ; apparently no entries had been made on any of 
them, as the dates follow in proper order. The first fourteen 
pages are unpaged ; then Taprell separated them, and began 
repaging the remainder from i to 139. The former contain the 
entries from 1681 to 1686, but the last is out of its order. 
** Charity that was found in the strate of Plymptan Morrish was 
baptized the i^^ of Desember^ i68g.^^ Pages 46 and 47 have 
been mutilated, about three parts of the leaf having been cut 
oflF. There are, however, no entries missing, the fragment 
containing those baptized in 1725, among them, ^^Theophyla^ 
daughter ofSam^^ RanaUs^ f^y j." The preceding page con- 
tains under baptisms for the year 1723, ^^ Joseph son of Samu^ 
Remolds clerk bapt^ July y jo^.^^ Referring to this is written 
in a later hand at the back of the fragment, p. 47, ^^Memoran- 
dunij In the entry of Baptisms for the year i'^2j The person 
by mistake named Joseph son of Samuel Remolds clerk bap^ 
tised July jo Tvas Joshua Reynolds the celebrated painter who 
died February 2j 1792.'' We believe this to be in the hand- 
writing of the Rev. Robert Forster, who died in September, 
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i8oo. The book measures 10^ in. by 7I in., the leaves being a 
little less. 

The third is a volume of seventy-five parchment leaves, 
foolscap size, about 12^ in. by 7^ in., paged from i to 150, 
bound in whole rough calf. 

Baptisms begin 30 May, 1747. 

„ end 6 December, 181 2. 
Marriages begin 28 May, 1747. 

„ end 13 April, 1812. 

Burials begin 23 April, 1747. 

„ end 27 November, 181 2. 

A large portion of the book is blank, the new book com- 
mencing in 181 2. 

We find custodes capeUce mentioned so early as 12 July, 1331, 
John Godard and John Wrent filling the office about the time 
of the rededicated church, but there is a very long interval 
between these and the next whose name is recorded, which is 
in 1651. Between these dates alterations had taken place, and 
we now find that in the seventeenth century, instead of there 
being two churchwardens, it was the custom to elect one only. 

** Churchy The day and yeare above saied was elected Walter 
Warden/ Warren for the yeare following by Edw^ Moulton 
Gent, the old Warden with the consent of the then Maior and 
other parishioners." 

This mode of election proceeded for some time, and it looks 
as if the governing body of the town claimed at this time to 
have a voice in the appointment of the churchwarden, and the 
minister apparently had nothing to do with the matter, it being 
the duty of the outgoing warden to nominate his successor. 
As things settled down again after the Puritan regime the 
proper conditions of things were restored, and in 1677 ^^^ name 
minister appears as assenting to the nomination of the old 
warden, and in 1680 the consent of the mayor is not entered, 
and still later the election is with the consent of the minister 
and old warden and the parishioners then present, and some- 
times there is only the statement the election of warden took 
place. As time went the usual course was adopted of a person 
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being nominated and the election being carried by a show of 
hands. We do not find that there was ever any demand for a 
poll. It is strange that for some years to 1859 the entry of the 
election of wardens appears intermittingly. 

In 1703, at the Easter Monday meeting, something seems to 
have gone wrong, although from the entry of the proceedings 
there is no indication of it. William Aldwin, gent., is stated 
to have been chosen churchwarden for the year ensuing by the 
minister and the major part of the parishioners then present. 
There is a similar entry the preceding year, and it would appear 
that there was an attempt to vest the election in the parishioners 
present at the meeting, and that the old churchwarden should 
have no say in the matter. This new arrangement was sought 
to be made by the corporation, and in a long entry dated 13 
April, 1704, we find a history of the matter and of the legal 
proceedings that followed against the then Archdeacon of 
Totnes, Francis Atterbury, afterwards the famous Dean of 
Westminster. As the account of the proceedings shows, the 
old custom had to be reverted to. What is curious is that the 
minister, Jonathan Oltramare, does not appear to have objected 
to the election of Aldwin in 1703, but signs the book as approv- 
ing of it. 

13 April, 1704. 

Memorandum that the entry on the predent leafe made on the 29th 
of March 1703 was caused to be done by Mr Richard Waddon then 
Mayor by the advice of Mr John Treby then Townclerk upon an 
election they had sate upp for chusing A Churchwarden agt the con- 
sent and contrary to the direction of Mr Jonathan Oltramare the 
Minister and Roger Watts the then old churchwarden and contrary 
to the Auncient custome for nominating or appointing A churchwarden 
for the said parish : Which said Roger Watts as old church-warden 
then nominated Mr Thomas Culme to be churchwarden for the yeare 
then next following and Mr Oltramare the Minister approving of him 
The old churchwarden w'th several other of the principal Inhabitants 
of the said parish did disallowe of the said election and disagreed to 
William Aldwin being duly elected and Informing the Rev Dr Francis 
Atterbury Arch-deacon of Totnes thereof At His Courte shortly after 
held at Pl3rmouth and that the Mayor Magistrates and others had 
contrary to Auncient custome of the said parish sate up such election 
as aforesaid Hee the said Arch Deacon refused to sweare the said 
William Aldwin in the office of churchwarden and swore the said 



Digitized 



by Google 



CLERGY AND CHURCH OFFICERS 289 

Roger Watts Churchwarden againe for the yeare then next foUowing 
Whereupon the said Aldwin the 5th January last brought his writ of 
Mandamus Commanding thereby the Archdeacon to sweare him into 
the said office who having made return that the said Aldwin was not 
chosen according to the Custome of the said parish the said Aldwin 
proceded in a special Acion upon the Case agt the Arch Deacon for 
the matters aforesaid and laid to his damage of One hundred pounds 
Which acton the said Aldwin brought on to Tryall on Saturday the 
eighth day of this Instant Aprill before the Honourable Baron Price 
att the Assizes held at the Castle of Exon in and for the County of 
Devon where after the pit had examined all his Witnesses and not 
above half of the Defts Witnesses were examined the pit became non- 
suited Upon hearing of wch Case and examination of the Witnesses 
there it plainly appeared that the Auncient and Accustomed usage for 
nominating of a Churchwarden for the parish of Plympton Maurice 
hath been and ought to bee That the old Churchwarden shall nominate 
one of the phones [partshumers] or person have some estate in the 
said parish to be the next warden and when the Minister hath agreed 
thereunto or not objecting agt itt in the presence and by the consent 
of as many pistionrs as are there present the same is or ought to be 
accordingly entred in this book. 

Jonathan Oltramare, Cur. Richard Kingdon 

John Walsham Thos Lux Junn 

Willm Roche Thomas Cuhne 

Roger Watts John Beuill. 

David Williams. 

The books of the church are few in number, and with the 
exception of the registers are of little value or importance. 
There are no ancient churchwardens' accounts, no accounts of 
gilds or stores such as there must have been in former days in 
the town, and in connexion with the church, and we conse- 
quently lose much information as to what went on in the old 
church and town. Then priest and people were one, all in a 
parish loved their church, and if money was not forthcoming 
goods were given ungrudgingly for the service of God, and the 
lay-folk of the place, men, women, and children, took not only 
an interest in the church and all that belonged to it, but worked 
for it and made it a matter of obligation ; religion became 
interwoven with the daily life of a parish in a way which it is 
difficult now for many of us to understand. The great pillage 
of the sixteenth century, and Puritanism in the seventeenth. 
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destroyed all this. The churches became bare and comfortless ; 
they were robbed of much that loving hearts had given or be- 
queathed to them in happier times, and as a matter of course 
interest in holy things gradually faded away, and the country 
has become what it is now, honeycombed with irreligion 
and numberless sects. The loss of the old books of the parish 
prevents us tracing the course of events at Plympton, and we 
can refer only to the later books. 

As we have said before, the custom was for the outgoing 
warden to nominate his successor, and he was elected, it is 
generally stated, by the old warden, the mayor or his deputy, 
and the minister and the parishioners. The warden brought up 
his account the following year as a general rule, although there 
were some exceptions, and the new officers were elected. The 
oldest book containing entries of parish meetings now in exist- 
ence commences in 1650-1. From it we learn that the annual 
meeting for the election of churchwarden and other church 
officers was held on Easter Monday. With the churchwarden 
were also elected two sidesmen, four fower-men, two seat-setters, 
and two waywardens. Up to 1700 the fower-men or four men 
are called raters, or rators, and they were elected for the last time 
in 1724; their duty was to make the rate for the expenses of the 
church. ^^A rate made the thirtieth day of Sept. 1681 for the re- 
pairing of the pish Church af^ by Mr Anthony Ham, Richard 
Waddon, William Watts and TTiomas Lavers as follows. ^^ These 
four persons were elected fower-men the preceding Easter. The 
seat-setters continued to be elected until 1738, and sidesmen 
were last elected in 1741. As the book from which this informa- 
tion is obtained relates exclusively to matters connected with 
the church, it is curious that the election of waywardens should 
take place at the meeting held generally in the Easter week for 
the election of church officers, more especially as persons to 
perform similar duties in the town were elected at the customary 
Court of the borough. We are therefore disposed to think 
that the waywardens elected at the vestry meetings were to 
perform functions in connexion with the church and yard only. 
They were not elected after 1661. From the earliest time of 
which we have any record matters relating to the church and 
matters secular were kept quite distinct in Plympton. But as 
we have seen, sometimes the ruling powers claimed to have a 
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voice in the appointment of the officers of the church, and it 
is often stated that such and such took place with the approba- 
tion of the mayor, or some other representative of the corpora- 
tion then present. It may be, however, that this arose from 
the mayor and corporation holding, as we know they did in 
later years, a lease of the tithes from the dean and canons of 
Windsor and undertaking to find a proper person to be the 
minister of the parish. 

From the time that the earliest book(which is in a very decayed, 
dilapidated condition) commences (1650) through the ^^hour 
and power of darkness," in spite of all the changes going on, 
the ordinary course seems to have been carefully pursued. The 
business was transacted at the usual times with unfailing regu- 
larity. The church rate was collected and disbursed, and 
arrangements were made for seating the congregation. What 
these arrangements were is not clear. It is evident that there 
were some payments for seats, but the receipts do not appear 
with others, except in a very few instances, and then only to a 
small amount. The churchwarden's funds arose from the rate^ 
and for graves in the church, for which the charge was usually 
five shillings, but in 1652 for the burial of ^^Jon Watts his child 
in the belfree^^^ 3s. 4d. only is credited. Except in one or two 
instances, where they are brought into the general account, the 
sums received for seats w^re dealt with separately, but how the 
money was expended does not appear. To take the church- 
warden's account for the year 1652 as a specimen : — 

The account of William Philpe churchwarden for the year above 
said as followeth : — 

The sixth of April 1652 the said W°^ Philpe gave his account before 
Ralph Harvey the saide Mayor, Thomas Ham the elder, Nicholas 
Horsman, Gent, together with the Minister & divers others of the 
parishioners 

First the Church-rate amounted unto ^ 3 3 

Item for burial of Mr Thomas Avent for his Wife 5 o 

. . . . Jane Warringe for her son Walter! 

Warringe / 

The total is 
The disbursements of this accomptant as by the) 
particulars of his acco^ doth appear is ; 
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So this accomp^ is endebted to the Parish o{\ 

Plympton / ^ ^ 

[These lines illegible.'] 8 

So he is endebted to the Parish xiiij 

The Sixth of April 1652 
Churchwarden. 
The day and year above said was elected Ch' Bishoppe for the 
year following by the old Warden the Mayor and others the 
parishioners then present. 
Sydesmen Edward Moulton. 
Gregory Gard. 
Fowermen Edward Moulton Gent". 
Mr Thomas Ham. 

Nicholas Horsman, Gent. • 

Gregory Gard. 
Seat setters Mr Ralph Harvey. 

Joseph Arscott. 
Way Wardens Nichos. Coffin 
Gregory Gard. 

The account of Chr. Bishoppe Churchwarden for the year aforesaid 
as foUoweth 

The 28^ of June 1653 the said Chr. Bishoppe past his accomp^ before 
Edward Moulton gen^ maior Mr Thomas Ham Mr John Johns. 
First the Church rate amounts unto 887 

For buriall of Walter Seccombe 050 

For buriall of Jane Warringe, Widow 050 

For John Watts his child in the belfree. 034 

Received of the former Warden 130 

Received for old iron 016 

For one old paire of bellowes 004 

The total is ;^io 6 9 

This accountant craveth abatements as by his note appeareth the sum 
of which is not allowed by the auditors the full abatement o 10 3 

So there remaineth due from the said accomptant\ 
unto the Parish of Plympton besides y^ abate- 1 
ment which he paid' over unto the new Warden f 00 00 ^^ 
Jo^ Chamblyn / 

This accountant is to paye ye account for seats for^ 
his yere wof he had not at the tyme of his ac- \ 
compt aboute him. j 
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The said accountant hath at the tyme of his Accompt delivered over 
unto the said new warden, one silver bowl with silver cover and one 
tynning flagon belonging to ye Communion. 

The church goods handed over during the seventeenth 
century, with some little variation on the election of each new 
churchwarden, were the following. We take the year 1670. 

''One pewter flagon, one silver chalice with a silver cover, one 
Book called Jewell's works, two books of Common Prayer, one great 
Church Bible, one velvet pulpit cloth, and chussen (cushion) color 
green, one alter cloth or Carpet for the Communion Table, one 
linning board cloth, one table napkin for the said table, one surplice, 
two pieces of bell metal and also one deed of Indenture granted by 
the Mayor and church and churchwardens unto John Barons of 
Yeampstone for a new erected dwellinghouse and parcel of land 
thereunto belonging situate in Yeampstone aforesaid bearing date the 
first day of July 1626 for the term of ninety nine years Determinable 
upon the lives of Christopher Cleeve Thomas Cleeve and Margaret 
Cleeve sons and daughters of Thomas Cleeve of Cleeve Yeoman." 

Later, to take another example, 1680, we have other things 
mentioned : — 

"One deed from the House of Windsor, one old Pewter flagon, 
another new pewter flagon, one new book of Homilies now in the 
panose, one black herse cloth, one tinnen plate for the Conununion, 
also the Bond for ;^2o which Mrs. Mary Drake gave to the poor of 
this parish, also one other Bond for ^^20, which Sir Warrick Hele 
gave to the poor of this parish, together ^th other deeds and in- 
dentures in number 31, also two Register Books of parchment, one 
old another new, and one old Register book of paper." 

All these bonds and deeds and the old register book of paper 
are gone ; the two register books of parchment remain, with 
the book of Homilies and Jewell's works. In 1659 Mr. Harvey, 
the late mayor, was paid by the retiring warden 6s., part of 
22S. disbursed by him in sending Nicholas Churchstile to the 
**goile," i.e. jail. 

The church rate was mounting up now. In 1668 it was, 
with other receipts, £44. i2s. 6d., but this was an exceptional 
year we think, although there is nothing to explain so large a 
levy. The following year it was £15. 9s. id., and this is about 
the average amount during the time that there are any entries 
with reference to the rate. 
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In 1681 we find the particulars of a church rate: it amounts 
to £13. los. 2d. The names of all upon whom it was levied 
are set out, and there are one hundred and sixteen payers. 

In 1708 there was further trouble. The books throw no light 
on the matter, but we fortunately have met with two documents 
which have probably strayed from the church chest. They are 
copies of letters to the archdeacon with reference to the ad- 
mittance of John Treby as churchwarden in 1708. According 
to the vestry book, William Richards, the outgoing warden, 
nominated Nickkils [Nicholas] Edward as his successor, the 
entry being apparently in his own handwriting, but this is all. 
There is no date of any vestry being held or any other entries, 
and no signatures of those present. The first letter is interest- 
ing, confirming what we have said with respect to the election 
of churchwardens. 

Rev^S' 

According to the order you made att yo' last Co*^ att Plymouth 
and the notice since given us by our Proct' Mr Eveleigh Mr Treby 
went yesterday to Totnes to waite on you in order to have been 
swome Churchwarden (as duely elected) but notwithstanding twas 
your owne act and appointm^ wee finde you were not pleased to be 
there nor give any orders to yo' Deputy ab^ the swearing or refusing 
of him, tho we doubt not but by the extract of the bookes wee sent 
you you are fully satisfyed (if you believe that true) that Mr Treby is 
duely elected and indeed Mr. Surrogate was by that acc^ thorowly 
convinced of itt tho said you had given him noe power to determine 
itt — ^that our opposites might have noe excuse as surprized for want 
of notice of yesterday Col^ wee imediately on the notice we rece^ gave 
them the same and desired them to appeare and produce the bookes in 
order to have the matter determined, but they tooke noe notice of itt 
and did not appeare to vindicate their p'tended right which if wee 
should have neglected to doe should not have thought itt hard measure 
to have had our oppon^ sworne. Wee begg leave to informe you of a 
passage concerning this matter wch happened thursday Evening. Mr 
Oltramare and the former warden came to us and proposed a reference 
in order to accomodate this difference and offered to leave itt solely 
to the Determination of Mr Edgcumbe of Mount Edgcumbe which wee 
readily agreed to and Mr Oltramare and the former Warden thea 
desided one Mr Sparke an attorney who then happened to be present 
to draw Bond of Award and gett one ready to be executed the next 
morning by eight of the clock and there was accordingly one drawne 
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and Mr Oltramare sent for to passe itt which when hee had done said 
hee lik^ itt very well and continued his resolutions of leaving itt to 
Mr Edgcumbes determination but itt should be on this condition that 
if Edgcumbe made such an award as Mr Archdeacon did approve of 
then itt should stand good otherwise be void which promise hee would 
have added to the condition of the bond or would not seale itt : Soe 
that on the whole wee finde the dispute lyes between yo^'selfe and the 
parishoners for the parson said hee left itt all to you and without you 
would doe nothing. Wherefore our request now is that you* please 
to order us a line in answer to this and lett us know when and where 
you would either by yo'selfe or Deputy sweare or refuse Mr Treby 
as Churchwarden and not make us take any more such troublesome 
journeys to noe purpose. Endorsed 

Concerning Plimpton 
Churchwardens. 
1708. 
Rever** Sir, 
The Churchwarden has (psuant to yo^ order) admitted us to the 
sight of the parish books relating to the election of Churchwardens 
within our parish of Plympton w*** we have this day carefully pused 
and examined and finde the matter to be as follows viz* The first time 
the bookes mention by whom any Churchwarden was chosen was on 
the 27^ September 1588 and tis there said chosen by the whole parish 
without mentioning either Minister or former Churchwarden w^ way 
of electing is continued till 1603 and then tis said that the former 
warden named a person and that the parish excused him on paying 
3' : 4*^ fine and that the pish then chose another in his roome: and soe 
itt goes on chosen by the pishoners, some times said by the nomina- 
tion of the former warden and some times not till 161 3 and noe men- 
tion of the minister all this time but in 1613 tis said by the consent of 
the minister and parishoners, and soe goes on by the nomination of 
the old Warden with the consent of the Curate and the greater or 
major parte of the parishioners until 1636 and then tis said chosen by 
the joint of the Minister former churchwarden and parishioners till 
1646 and then tis said by the consent of the mayor and other pishoners 
afterwards by the consent and approbation of the Mayor Magistrates 
and other parishioners and then of the major parte of the Magistrates 
and other parishioners and in many elections in those last yeares the 
Minister is not mentioned and this method of Electing is continued till 
1663 and then tis said chosen by the old warden with the consent of 
the parishioners for 7 years together without takeing any notice of the 
minister : then in yeare 1670 tis said chosen by the mayor with the 
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consent of the parishioners for 3 yeares following without mentioning 
either minister or former warden and then said againe by the former 
Warden Mayor and others of the parishioners till 1677 and then tis 
said by the former Warden minister mayor and other the parishioners 
till 1685 and then the Minister is not found but said chosen of the 
former Warden Mayor Justice and other the parishioners after that 
by the former Warden Minister and other of the best of the parishioners 
there pticularly named with the words and the rest of the parishioners : 
and this is continued till 1689 and then tis said by the old Warden and 
other the parishioners as before, without the Minister and this way of 
electing is continued till 1692 and then tis said Chosen by the Mayor 
and other Magistrates there named the former warden and other 
parishioners in 1694 by the Deputy Recorder Magistrates and other 
parishioners without mention of either Minister or former Warden ; 
in 1695 ^^® same : in 1696 by the Magistrates former Warden and 
other pishioners : 1697 by the Mayor Magistrates former Warden 
and other pishioners in 1698 the same, 99 the same 1700 the same, 
in 1 701 Mr William Roch was chosen by the former Churchwarden 
and the Major parte of the parishioners then present there being then 
a dispute and a person sett upp by some of the parishoners in opposi- 
tion to him and the nomination of the former Warden on which there 
was a poll and Mr Roch was found to have a majority of one voice by 
w^^ hee was declared duely chosen and was swome accordingly, and 
the voters names that were for him were subscribed to the said election: 
please to observe the Minister was never p*sent nor any way con- 
cerned in any election since 89 untill the year 1702 and then tis said 
chosen by the minister and the major parte of the parishoners without 
any mention of the former Warden and the parishoners p^sent att that 
election subscribed their names to itt in 1703 chosen after the same 
manner in 1 704-1 705-1 706 chosen by the old Warden with the consent 
of the minister and the rest of the parishoners still subscribing their 
names to those elections in 1707 chosen by the former Warden and 
parishoners without the minister and this is the last election mentioned 
in the booke, S' this wee finde to have been the method of choosing 
church wardens from time to time with which wee thought proper to 
acquaint you by which (if you please to give y^'^selfe the trouble of 
pusing) I hope you will be thorowly convinced that the parishoners 
have and alwayes had a right in the election and you see itt is not 
absolutely necessary that the minister or former warden should be 
p^ente att such election for you find that the greatest parte of the time 
here mentioned one or both have been absent and not intermeddled 
therewith soe that on the whole wee must and doe renew our request 
to you that you^ please to order us when and where Mr John Treby 
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(who was p*sented to you att yo' Co^ to be sworne) may waite on you 
to be sworne Churchwarden for the yeare ensuing hee being duly 
chosen by the majority of the parishoners according to the antient 
constitution of chooseing churchwardens amongst us = 

Endorsed 

Concerning Plimpton 

Churchwardens 
1708 

For some little time the election was in accordance with the 
^'auncient custome," but subsequently, as a rule, it seems to 
have been by the majority of parishioners present at the vestry, 
although now and then the new churchwarden is stated to have 
been nominated by the former churchwarden. It is strange 
that from i8i i to 1859 ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ custom to enter the names 
of churchwardens elected in the vestry book. 

2 April, 1834. I^ was resolved : That there be in future two 
churchwardens instead of one. Mr. Westlake to be the Rev. 
Mr. Purdon's and Mr. John Pearse be the one on the part of the 
Parish. Mr. Purdon was assistant to the Rev. John Arscott. 

The following list of churchwardens is as complete as we are 
able to make it : — 



I33I 


John Grodard 


1660 


Richard Roch 




John Wrenta 


1661 


Nicholas Ma3me 


I6I0 


Jeferie Crispine 


1662 


Anthony Hamm 


161 1 


George Rooke 


1663 


William Miller 


I6I3 


Phillip Benet 


1664 


Nicholas Mayne 


I6I4 


Thomas Goodman 


1665 


George Sutton 


1638 


Bartholomew Denford 


1666 


William Watts 


1639 


Thomas Lange 


1667 


William Denford 


1649 


Walter Warren 


1668 


Samuel Berry 


1650 


Wniiam Philp 


1669 


Edward Pethrick 


1651 






WilUam Watts 


1652 


Xtopher Bishoppe 


1670 


Humphry Penney 


1653 


John Champlyn 


1671 


John Horsman 


1654 


Walter Bishoppe 


1672 


Richard Waddon 


165s 


John Blake 


1673 


Robert Cofiyn 


1656 


John Baker 


1674 


Richard Kingdon 


1657 


Nath. BiackweU 


1675 


Anthony Culme 


1658 


John Tozer 


1676 


Soloman Tozer 


1659 


Thomas Rose 


1677 


Nicholas Ginn 



Digitized 



by Google 



298 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 



1678 


John Treby 


1721 


Edmund Morris 


1679 


Nicholas Sparke 


1722 




1680 


Anthony Ham 


1723 


John Moon 


I68I 


Philip Watts 


1724 


Richard Lavers 


1682 


James Brooking 


^725 


James Brooking 


1683 


Thomas Lavers 


1726 


William Richards 


1684 


John Stetteford 


1727 


John Martyn 


1685 


Nicholas Coflfyn 


1728 


John Waddon 


1686 


Richard Waddon, junr. 


1729 


Richard Morrish 


1687 


Nicholas Dyer 


1730 


John Cowling 


1688 


WiUiam Aldwin 


1731 


Thomas Lakenum 


1689 


William Watts, junr. 


1732 


William Richards 


1690 


Roger Lange 


1733 


Richard Lavers 


I69I 


Thomas Andrews 


1734 


Robert Squire 


1692 


Thomas Watts 


173s 


William Port 


1693 


William Warren 


1736 


Roger Attwills 


1694 


John Bevill 


1737 


John Kingdom 


1695 


John James 


1738 


John Cranch 


1696 


Arthur Cook 


1739 


William Sendey 


1697 


Henry Brooking 


1740 


Peter Treby 


1698 


John Martin 


1741 


William Richards 


1699 


John Cowling 


1742 


Robert Squire 


1700 


Thomas Lux, junr. 


1743 


Jewell Sparke 


1 701 


William Roch 


1744 


Edmund Morrish 


1702 


Roger Watts 


1745 




1703 


William Aldwin 


1746 


Richard Morrish 


1704 


Thomas Culme 


1747 


William Dodridge 


1705 


John Roope 


1748 


Robert Squire 


1706 


Richard Kindom 


1749 


Daniel Delafield 


1707 


WiUiam Richards 


1750 


>> 9> 


1708 


Nicholas Edwards 


1751 


John Eveleigh 


1709 


Edmund Morris 


1752 


Peter Treby 


I7I0 


John Gard 


1753 


>> »> 


I7II 




1754 


William Dodridge 


1712 


Richard Waddon 


1755 


>» >> 


I7I3 


Jonathan Lakeman 


1756 


Robert Squire 


1714 


John Cowling 


1757 


M >> 


I7I5 


Francis Lacy 


1758 


Nathan Armstrong 


I7I6 


Richard Manning 


1759 


William Richards 


I7I7 


John Kingdon 


1760 


Richard Morrish 


I7I8 


Jewell Sparke 


1761 




1719 


Walter Waisland 


1762 


Henry Winston 


1720 


John Martyn 


1763 


Daniel Delafield 
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1764 


John Palmer 


1806 


Samuel Archer 


1765 


>> M 


1807 


Richard Balhatchet 


1766 


John Treby 


1808 


Richard Balhatchet, junr. 


1767 


Benjamin Trickey 


1809 


99 99 99 


1768 


Benjamin Sparrow 


1810 


William Eveleigh 


1769 


William Richards 


181 1 




1770 


John Cawse 


1812 




I77I 


Richard Morrish 


1813 




1772 


William Dodridge 


1814 




1773 


John Palmer 


1815 




1774 


Samuel Pollard 


1816 




1775 


Joseph Burnell 


1817 


John Julian 


1776 


>> 99 


1818 




1777 


>> >» 


1819 




1778 


William Richards 


1820 




1779 


)> >» 


182 1 


John Adams 


1780 


99 >> 


1822 


John Westlake 


I78I 


John Cawse 


1823 




1782 


>> 9 




1824 




1783 


>> 9 




1825 




1784 


>> 9 




1826 




1785 


99 9 




1827 




1786 


>» 9 




1828 


John Adams 


1787 


>> 9 




1829 




1788 


>) 9 




1830 


John Adams 


1789 


9> 9 




183 1 


John Westlake 


1790 


>> > 




1832 


99 99 


I79I 


99 9 




1833 


99 99 


1792 


William Richards 


1834 


99 99 


1793 


99 99 




Joseph Pearse 


1794 


99 9* 


1835 


John Westlake 




Joseph Saunders 




Joseph Pearse 


1795 


Edward Hannaford 


1836 


John Strode Arscott 


1796 


John Budge 




William Stanbury 


1797 


William Allen Kite 


1837 


Benjamin Dyer 


1798 


John Lucas 




J. Sherwill disclaimed and 


1799 


William Eveleigh 




Thomas Brown elected 


1800 


Joshua Thoming 




in his stead 


i8oi 


John Boger 


1838 


Thomas Sherwill 


1802 


99 99 




Thomas Brown 


1803 


Capt. Robert Dewey Forster 1839 


Christopher Savage 


1804 


99 99 99 91 




Thomas Sherwill 


1805 


Thomas 


Anderson 


1840 


Dr. Duck 
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1840 


Henry Crews 


1870 


William Ruston 


I84I 


William Rowe 


1871 


»> 


99 




John Walter 


1872 


i> 


99 


1842 


William Rowe 




William John WooUcombe 




Thomas Sherwill 


»873 


99 


19 91 


1843 


»» »» 




William Ruston 




VTimaim Rowe 


1874 


99 




1844 


»i >i 


»87S 


99 






Thomas Sherwill 


1876 


99 




1845 


»« »> 


1877 


99 




1846 


»> »» 


1878 


99 




1847 


>f » 


1879 


99 




1848 


>> >> 


1880 


99 




1849 


WiUiam Rowe 


1881 


J. Brooking-Rowe 




Thomas Browne 




Joseph Aldridge 


1850 


WUliam Rowe 


1882 


99 






William Stiddiford 


1883 


99 




I85I 


>« 19 


1884 


99 




1852 


>• »» 


1885 


99 




1853 


>> 99 


1886 


99 




»8S4 


WiUiam Rowe 


1887 


99 






Thomas Julian Pode 


1888 


99 




i8ss 


>> f» 


1889 


J. Brooking-Rowe 


1856 


99 99 




Charles 


Aldridge 


1857 


William Rowe 


1890 


99 






WilUam James 


1891 


99 




1858 


99 99 


1892 


99 




1859 


99 99 


»893 


99 




i860 


99 99 


1894 


99 




1861 


William Rowe 


1895 


99 






William Yeomans 


1896 


99 




1862 


99 99 


1897 


99 




1863 


99 99 


1898 


99 




1864 


99 99 


1899 


99 




1865 


99 99 


1900 


99 




1866 


George Frederick Jackson 


1901 


99 






Benjamin Maddock 


1902 


99 




1867 


99 99 


1903 


99 




1868 


99 99 


1904 


99 




1869 


WiUiam John WooOcombe 


«90S 


99 






\^^lliam Ruston 


1906 


99 
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The worldly-wise John Howe, the last prior of Plympton, 
successfully manipulated the mammon of unrighteousness. 
Rightly foreseeing what was likely to happen, for some time 
before the storm broke he had been busy in granting, for money 
fines, long leases of the property of the canons and in charging 
upon it various pensions. These he appears to have trafficked 
in to a great extent. 

Michaelmas 30 Henry viij 1538-9 he leased to Richard Chalons and 
Walter Shere all the tithes and oblations of the Parish Chapel of 
Saynt Morys of Plympton Earl depending on the conventual and 
Parish Church of SS. Peter & Paul of Plympton perteynyng & be- 
longing with the exception of the Garb and sheaf To hold for the 
term of thirty five years at the yearly rent of ;^ii from which rent 
^^6-13-4 was to be allowed for a Curate to serve the said Chapel who 
was to have a house a stable and a herber [herbary] there which other 
priests before have had.^ 

In an account dated 27 March, 1564, 6 Elizabeth, we find that 
;f 10 was allowed for priests' wages by the year for Plympton 
Maurice, and that the College of Windsor allowed 20s. yearly 
for the repairs of the priest's house of Plympton Maurice, and for 
bread and wine yearly for the Communion 6s. 8d., and then 
follows the memorandum that the curates were wont of old to 
serve the cures for £6. 13s. 4d. and some for £8^ but the 
college was obliged to augment them as above; and that 
Plympton Maurice is more in charge by the year than it is 
worth by 40s. 

As we have seen, the dean and canons of Windsor held 
under the grant of Edward VI, dated 7 October, 1547, of course 
subject to the lease to Chalons and Shere, the church of 
Plympton St. Maurice and the tithes belonging to it. The 
practice of the college, before and after the revolution, was to 
relieve themselves of all responsibility in the matter of the 
spiritual welfare of the inhabitants of Plympton by granting 
to, following the example of prior Howe, apparently any one 
willing to deal with them, a lease of the tithes of the parish for 
as good a sum as could be obtained, stipulating that the lessee 
was to discharge all payments due, ordinary or extraordinary, 
and that he was to provide an able and sufficient minister to 

^ Oliver's MSS., penes J. B.IL 
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discharge the office of curate or minister in the church of 
St. Maurice. By whom Metherell and Cowbridge were ap- 
pointed we do not know, but in 1639 ^^^ lease was held by 
apparently the representatives of William Gibbs, who was, as 
before mentioned, the father of Cowbridge's successor. He, 
in 1635, obtained a lease, dated **8 Nov. 15 Char i," for twenty- 
one years at a yearly rent of 26s. 8d. His executors, James 
Minge, of Elburton, yeoman, and the Rev. James Gibbs the 
testator's son, seem to have sold the small tithes to Arthur 
Perriman, but the tithe of garbe and corn was claimed by 
Simon Hele, of Merrifield, as heir and executor of his father, 
Walter Hele. We obtain this information from the Common- 
wealth Survey of Church Lands in Lambeth Palace Library. 
There is no return as to the value of the great tithe, but that 
of ^^hay Wooll Lambe and other small tythes within the said 
parish^^ were estimated to be worth £2P per annum to the 
lessees. The following is a copy of the original entry : — 

Devon 

The Tythes of A survey of all those Tythes of Plympton Mauris 

Plympton Mauris als Plympton Earle in the County of Devon late 
parceil of the possessions or late belonging to 
the late Deane and Canons of the Free Chappell of St George within 
the Castle of Windesor made and taken by us whose names are here- 
unto subscribed in the month of April 1650 By Virtue of a Commis- 
sion to us granted grounded upon an Acte of the Parliam^ of the 
Common wealth of England for the Abolishing of Deanes, Deanes 
and chapters Cannons, Prebends, and other offices and titles of or 
belonging to any Cathedrall or Collegiate Church or Chappell wHhin 
England and Wales under the hands and seals of five or more of the 
trustees in the said Acte names and appointed 



Annual 
In lease. Rents 

reserved 



Cleere Vallues 
& Improuesnt 
p. ann 

I 



XXX 



li 



The Tythes of the parrish of Plymton Mauris als Plymton Erie 
in the County of Devon consisting of all the hay wooll and Lambe 
and other small tythes within the said parrish are estimated to be 
worth c'ombg Annis 
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Redd xxvj' viij^ Memorandum James Minge of Elberton in the 
Parrish of Plymtocke in the County of Devon 
Yeoman and James Gibbs son of William Gibbs of Plympton in the 
said County Gierke sold all the last mentioned premises By virtue of 
a lease dated the eight day of November in the fifteenth yeare of the 
late King Charles from the feast of St Michaell last past before the 
date for the term of one and Tennty yeares under the reserved yearely 
Rent of twenty sixe shillings Eight pence But they are worth upon 
Improvement over and above the said Rent p ann xxviij^^ xiij 



There was Eleaven yeares of the said 
Term to come att Michas last 1649 



— liijd 



The Lessor aforesaid hath demised all and all manner of T3rthes 
oblations Averages and obventions which shall grow due withing the 
parishe and p'cinte of Plymton Mauris otherwise called Plympton 
Earle. 

Except the tythe of garbe and corne growing and rendering 
within the pishe and precinte aforesaid demised to Arthur Perri- 
man Gent : 

The Lessees sd by their covenants are to beare and discharge all 
payments both ordinary and extraordinary due out of or for the 
premises And not to let or assigne the p'misses without License And 
likewise to guide and p'vide One able and sufficient minister to dis- 
charge the office and place of currate or minister in the said Church 
of Plympton Mauris during the said Terme with p'viso that for non- 
payment of the space of Two monthes after the times rymitted the 
Lease to be voyde. 

Memorandum 

Symon Hele of Merrifield in the County of Devon sonne of Walter 
Heie holds all the last mentioned p'misses as heire or executor unto 
his said Father. 

Retomed in the Registry office for keepeing the Sur- 
vayes of Deanes and Chapters lands 2 July 1650 

Denys Taylor 

Exd pr Will Webb Super Gen«" WiU Histed 

1650 Edmd Mountjoy 

Henry Langley* 

* *' Survey of Church Lands," VoL XVI, pp. 142-3. Lambeth Library. 



Digitized 



by Google 



304 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

In 1657 we find this entry of a payment by the churchwarden : — 

Soe that this accountant hath paid unto Ralph Harvey, 
Gent, Maior, and Mr Thomas Hamm 40 shillings which 
is in part of 50/8 due unto them for the rent of the privy 02 : 00 : 00 
tythes heretofore paid by them to the House of Winsor 
for the use of the Parishioners of Plympton Morrish 
aforesaid soe there remaineth due to them 10/- 
Plimpton J. 36. 

March 23 1659 

Motion being made for ye setling of a competent maintenance upon 
ye Minister of ye parish Church of Plimpton in ye County of Devon 
out of the rent and profits of ye impropriate tithes of Plimpton afore- 
said parcell of ye poss'ions of ye late Deane and Cannons of Windsor 
Ordered that after the auntient accustomed rent reserved upon the 
said tithes and chargeable for ye maintenance of the poore knights of 
Windsor shall be secured in due course shall be taken for ye ad- 
vauncing of ye minister's maintenance to one hundred pounds a yeare 
out of ye residue of ye rents and profits of ye said tithes according to 
Act of Parliament in that behalf.^ 

There are other entries referring to this payment which we 
cannot explain. It would seem, although this is not certain, 
as some entries seem to contradict such a theory, that the 
mayor or corporation had become entitled to the reserved rent 
formerly payable to the dean and canons of Windsor. Later, 
in 1663, Phillip Watts was paid by Mr. Anthony Hamm, the 
churchwarden, los., for going to Exeter on the behalf of the 
parish, and in 1664 it was agreed that William Watts should 
have 40s. for his pains in procuring the lease for the tithes of 
the parish, and in the following year it appears that this was 
for his pains and journey to London. It will be remembered 
that it would be about this date that the old lease held by the 
representatives of William Gibbs would expire, and the prob- 
ability is that the parishioners, or it may be the corporation (for 
the mayor and corporation were lessees later on) on their behalf, 
sought and obtained a new lease from the Dean and Canons 
of Windsor, who by this time were restored to their possessions. 
In 1670 there is a memorandum of fifteen shillings and sixpence 
being due to Mr. Nicholas Spark **for taken of the present- 
ment at Exon." It took four years to discharge this debt, 

* ** Augmentation Book," 989 (25), p. 17a Lambeth Lihraty, 
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whatever it was for, by instalments. Later the churchwarden 
held, with other property belonging to the church, what is 
described as **one deed from the House of Windsor," but we do 
not find it mentioned after 1609. The mayor, bailifiF, and 
burgesses subsequently obtained, and up to within a short 
time of their ceasing to elect a mayor, continued to hold a lease 
of the tithes, which seems to have carried with it the right of 
nominating the minister or perpetual curate. In 182 1 the 
mayor, bailiff, and burgesses held the advowson of the per- 
petual curacy under lease from the dean and canons of Windsor 
by payment of £2. 2s. per annum. This having expired, we 
suppose application for a new one was made. 

A fresh lease was granted 4 March, 1830, by the dean and 
canons of the King's Free Chapel of St. George within the 
castle of Windsor, who ** demised granted and to farm let unto 
the Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses of the Borough of Plympton 
Earle Devon " and purports to grant ** All those their portion of 
small and privy tithes within the Parish of Plympton Maurice 
within the County of Devon yearly arising coming increasing 
and being in as full large and beneficial manner as the same 
were formerly held and enjoyed by any of the Ministers there 
to hold from the Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary 1827 unto 
the end or term of 21 years from thence next ensuing In trust 
nevertheless for the sole use and benefit of the curate there 
paying to the said Dean and Canons during the said term in 
the South Porch of the said Free Chapel the yearly rent of 
;f 1-6-8 And the Mayor Bailiff and Burgesses covenanted that 
during the term they would at their own proper costs and 
charges find and provide one sufficient and able orthodox 
Parson and conformable to the Discipline of the Church of 
England and approved by the Bishop of the Diocese to read 
Divine service and preach in the parish of Plympton aforesaid 
and also should allow unto every such parson a competent and 
sufficient salary for his pains in serving the cure there and also 
would from time to time well and sufficiently repair uphold 
sustain and maintain the Chancel of the Parish Church of 
Plympton Maurice." 

This lease expired in 1849. It was the last granted to the 
corporation, and under it was appointed one incumbent only, 
the Rev. C. K. Williams. 
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By a notice in the '* London Gazette," 22 November, 1867, 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners gave notice that in pursuance 
of 29 and 30 Vic. c. 1 1 1, 55, they had granted to the incumbent 
of the perpetual curacy of St. Maurice, Plympton, in the 
County of Devon, and to his successors, **A11 That Tithe 
commutation rent charge with its appurtenances particularly 
mentioned in the schedule thereto to hold to the said Incum- 
bent and his successors for ever and that the same should be 
received from the 29 Sept 1866 Schedule All That rectorial 
tithe Commutation rent charge amounting to ;^58 issuing out of 
and arising upon lands situate within the parish of St. Maurice 
Plympton in the county of Devon. Dated 21 Nov. 1867." 

In the ** London Gazette," dated 24 December, 1867, there 
was the following notice : — 

To all to whome these presents shall come We the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners for England send greeting Whereas it has been made 
to appear to us that certain tithes or rent charges in lieu thereof 
arising within the parish or parochial chapelry of St. Maurice Pl3mipton 
in the County of Devon and diocese of Exeter belong to the incumbent 
of the church of such parish or parochial chapelry Now we the said 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners acting in pursuance of the District 
Church Tithes Act 1865 do hereby declare that from and after the 
time of the publication of these presents in the London Gazette pur- 
suant to the provisions of the same Act the said church of the Parish 
or parochial chapelry of St. Maurice Plympton aforesaid shall be and 
be deemed to be a Rectory. In Witness whereof we the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners for England have hereunto affixed our Common Seal 
this 19 Day of Dec in the Year 1867. 

The income of the benefice is derived from the following 
sources : — 

I. Commuted Tithe Rent charge from Land 

in the Parish. 
II. Glebe Lands in the parish : 
Peggy's Park 
Thome's Acre 
III. Glebe Lands out of the parish : 
Higher Voles 
Great Alderhead 
Woodcocks Eye Garden 

In the parish of Plympton St. Mary. 
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The above were, we believe, bought by the Governors of 
Queen Anne's Bounty for the benefit of the benefice in 1769 
and 1807. 

IV. The Rectory House and Garden bought 
in 1889 with money raised by private 
donations and grants from the Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners, Queen Anne's 
Bounty, and other sources. 
V. Proceeds of lands sold, now held by £ s, eL 
Queen Anne's Bounty 31 17 

VI. Ecclesiastical Commissioners. Money be- 
queathed for benefit of Incumbent 515 4 7 
VI I. Governors of Queen Anne's Bounty. Par- 
liamentary Grant 896 3 7 
VIII. Mary Moulton's gift arising from proceeds 
of sale of land held by Governors Queen 
Anne's Bounty. Annually 315 4 

IX. Customary fees. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE GUILDHALL 

The most important secular building^— Old Guildhalls — Improvements, 1692 — ^The 
Council Chamber— The alterations, etc., of 1788-9 — Conveyance by corporation 
to trustees — Lease to Hall Company — Reconstruction of Hall — Dissolution of 
Hall Company — Sir Joshua Reynolds' portrait — The pictures in the Hall — ^The 
kings' — Other portraits — The borough maces — ^The bell — The stocks. 

WHEN Plympton was a flourishing market town, the 
Guildhall, with its bell-cot, was its centre and its most 
important secular building. No doubt, from soon 
after the grant of Baldwin's charter, perhaps earlier — ^for, as 
shown in chapter iii, there were burgesses at Plympton before 
Baldwin's gift who claimed liberties — the men of Plympton 
had provided themselves with a building in which to meet. 
Unlike many other towns, Plympton had no broad thorough- 
fare or open space or market-place; the Fore Street or High 
Street, through which all the traffic of the town passed, had 
also to accommodate the stalls and the standings for the oxen, 
sheep, and pigs for the great markets held four times a year, 
besides other smaller ones. There is no doubt that the present 
Guildhall occupies the same site which the earlier building 
(erected probably in the thirteenth century) did. Until the 
reconstruction in 1862 the Guildhall Court preserved to a 
great extent its ancient features. It had a high open timbered 
roof, and occupied very nearly the space covered by the present 
large hall. The upper (north) end was raised, and there was a 
dais with seats for the mayor or presiding officer, and the bailiff 
and aldermen, approached by a low flight of steps. Below this 
bench was an enclosure, with a desk for the town clerk or clerk 
to the justices, and a table with seats round it for others attending. 
This was raised above the level of the ground. Then came, at 
a little lower level, an open space, unseated, separated from the 

308 



Digitized 



by Google 



00 



■< 

S 
Q 



Digitized 



by Google 



3IO THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

part just described by a bar, for the general public. This was 
paved or pitched, the upper parts having a wooden floor. This 
hall was very much like the guildhall of Totnes, but on a 
smaller scale. There was oak panelling around the walls, and 
although perhaps more useful for present needs, the new hall 
is a very poor substitute for the ancient court. Considerable 
alterations were made to the whole building towards the close 
of the seventeenth century, when a new charter was granted 
by William and Mary in 1692 (see chapter iii). The inner 
court was renovated and reseated and improved ; two lock-ups, 
or cells for night and day prisoners, were constructed on the 
right hand, opening from the covered space below the Council 
Chamber. The Council Chamber had, like the lower hall, an 
open roof. This was closed up and ceiled, and the room, 
although much mutilated, was and still is a handsome and 
well-proportioned one. A hundred years later, 1788-9, the 
building was altered and improved at a cost of ^^256. los. 

As mentioned in the chapter on the Borough and its Charters, 
on the Court of Aldermen and Common Council deciding to 
refrain from electing a mayor in i860, the Guildhall, etc., and 
other property of the dying corporation, including a house at 
Underwood and certain chief rents, were conveyed to trustees 
by deed dated 17 September, i860, upon the trusts therein de- 
clared. By this time the Guildhall and its belongings were, 
from neglect and want of means, in a miserably decayed and 
dilapidated condition. It was impossible for the corporation 
to do anything, the trustees of the deed had little money, and 
a room for public meetings and other purposes was very 
necessary. Under these circumstances the recently passed 
Limited Liability Acts seemed to afiford a plan by which the 
Guildhall might be preserved for general purposes and the 
trustees enabled to make a small grant. A Company was there- 
fore formed, not altogether for profit, although it was hoped 
that there might be some return for the money invested, with 
a capital of j^soo in five hundred 20s. shares. Eventually four 
hundred and fifty shares were taken up, the members of the 
corporation and the trustees contributed ^^50, and others con- 
nected with, or interested in, the neighbourhood or the project 
gave donations ; plans were drawn by a Plymouth architect, 
and the work was commenced and completed in 1862. The 
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whole of the ground floor was entirely altered, the court and 
the cells alnd some small rooms above were swept away ; all 
that was preserved was the Council Chamber and the granite 
arcade against the street. The new building was brought out 
level with the frontage line of the next-door house, caretaker's 
rooms on either side being provided; and at the back a large hall 
was laid out capable of seating about three hundred persons, 
with a musicians' balcony at the end approached from the upper 
floor. There are two entrances at the south end, and there is now 
another at the north end through an anteroom. The Council 
Chamber was not altered, but is now reached by a wide flight 
of stairs, and in connexion with it there is a retiring room, etc. 
For about forty years this newly arranged building served its 
useful purpose, providing convenient rooms for concerts, meet- 
ings, etc. Financially the Company could not be considered a 
success, although for some years after its formation it paid some 
dividends. In 1902 difiiculties again arose as to repairs. The 
very old roof over the Council Chamber, which was in fairly 
good condition in 1862, required attention, the principals being 
decayed at the ends, and spreading, the small slate having 
become in some places loose and in many parts rotten, and 
other necessary repairs were required. The Company having 
no money, there was no other course but to allow the lease 
to be forfeited. All the trustees of the deed of 17 September, 
i860, were dead, and after some difficulty a scheme was 
formulated, which received the sanction of the Charity Com- 
mission, by which the property formerly belonging to the 
corporation, dealt with in this deed, was transferred to trustees 
appointed by the Parish Council of Plympton St. Maurice. 
Under the deed a sum of money had accumulated in the hands 
of the trustees' solicitors, and this, with the proceeds of the 
sale of the small house at Underwood and of the old corpora- 
tion Pound, enabled the new trustees to put the Guildhall into 
a thorough state of repair, and to purchase a cottage on the 
north-east side to afford an exit into Castle Lane, as well as to 
provide an additional anteroom. These alterations were com- 
pleted in 1903. 

When the corporation ceased to exercise its functions there 
were only two pictures left in the hall. At one time there were 
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several, but they appear to have been divided among the 
members of the corporation in 1832. The portrait of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, which he presented to the town on his election as 
mayor in 1773, was sold to the Earl of Egremont for ;Ci50, 
the National Gallery declining to purchase it, the President, 
Sir Martin Archer Shee, confidently pronouncing it a copy 
only. This picture remained at Silverton, Lord Egremont's 
seat, until 1892, and in that year (21 May) it was sold at 
Christie's to a Mr. Nichols for ^^294, presumably for Lord Lecon- 
field, as Sir Walter Armstrong (**Sir Joshua Reynolds," 1900, 
p. 92) says that the portrait is now at Petworth. A copy of it by 
the late Miss Maria Jones is in the Grammar School. When 
this picture was sent down by the great painter, he wrote to Sir 
William Elford, who was then the Recorder of the borough, 
to see that it was hung in a good position. Sir William wrote 
that he had seen to this, and that it was placed between two 
old portraits of Ourry and Edgcumbe, which served as foils 
and set it ofiF to great advantage. This letter greatly amused 
Sir Joshua, who knew that these old pictures were early works 
of his own. All three are now gone, the one, as we have seen, 
sold, the other two removed, that of Paul Henry Ourry going 
to the late Mr. E. Montague Parker and now we understand at 
Whiteway, that of Captain, afterwards Lord George, Edgcumbe 
going to the late Mr. Deeble Boger and now at Wolsdon. 

The portraits in the hall now are ten in number. The first 
is that of George I by Michael Dahl, and the second George II 
by Carlo, or his son Baptiste, Van Loo. These are good 
paintings, and are in handsome carved frames. They were 
restored in 1862 by Bolton, of Plymouth, at the cost of the late 
Mr. Henry H. Treby. These were the only two pictures left 
in the Guildhall at the date of the lease, 10 August, 1861, by 
Messrs. Treby, Williams, and Harris to the Plympton District 
Hall Company, Limited. But Mr. Henry H. Treby, taking 
a great interest in the Guildhall and its preservation, and in 
the Company, and anxious to make the rooms as much like the 
old ones in their contents as possible, obtained some of the old 
portraits which had been formerly in the Guildhall, but which 
had been distributed among the members of the Corpora- 
tion in 1832, and which were then in the hands of various 
persons in the neighbourhood. Two or three came from the 
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Great House at Plympton, one from Goodamoor, and others 
from other holders who kindly returned them. It is a great 
pity that the efiforts of Mr. Treby were not successful in ob- 
"laining the return of all the pictures, but it is fortunate that so 
many were recovered ; and it may be hoped that those who 
have portraits known to have been once in the Plympton 
Guildhall may some day restore them to its walls. 

The other portraits are eight in number. By whom they 
were painted is only conjecture. They are all in very good 
contemporary frames, and are as follows : — 

1. John Horsman, a well-known merchant of Plympton, who 
lived at Yeampston, now a farmhouse ; mayor in i688. 

2. John Tozer, alderman, and mayor four times — 1668, 1689, 
1694, ^^^ 1701* His father, Robert, is buried in the north 
aisle of the church, where there is a ledger stone with inscrip- 
tion (see chapter v). 

3. The Honourable Richard Edgcumbe, Member for Plympton 
for upwards of forty years (1702 to 1742). He was the son of 
Sir Richard Edgcumbe and Anne, daughter of Edward, Earl 
of Sandwich, created 20 April, 1742, first Baron Edgcumbe of 
Mount Edgcumbe; born 23 April, 1680; died 22 November, 
1758. 

4. Colonel George Treby, son of James Treby, who was a 
brother of Sir George Treby. He was mayor, his rank being 
then captain, in 1715. He was buried at Plympton St. 
Maurice 6 October, 1730. 

5. William Woollcombe, of Plympton, an attorney of the 
town. He was the agent for the Trebys, and had the manage- 
ment of afifairs in connexion with the building of Plympton 
Great House. He died in October, 1728, and was buried at 
Plympton St. Mary. The date of the portrait is 1721. 

6. John Horsman, son of the above-named John Horsman, 
mayor 1751. He died in March, 1755, and was buried at 
St. Maurice 2 April following. He is described in the Register 
as Lieutenant-Colonel Horsman. 

7. George Turbill, alderman ; mayor in 1733, and again in 
1736. 
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8. William Woollcombe, of Bridge, Plympton St. Mary, 
town clerk; we believe the son of William Woollcombey 
No. 5 above. We think this portrait is the most modern of 
the pictures, its date being about 1730. 

The whole of these ten pictures were admirably restored and 
the frames regilded in 1904-5 by R. Hoskin, of Plymouth, the 
cost having been defrayed by the donations of the corporation 
trustees, and others interested. 

The maces of the borough are in charge of the churchwardens, 
and are kept in the church. They are three in number. They 
are of copper gilt and all precisely alike. In form they are of 
the usual late type with arched crown, and measure 2 ft. 6 in. 
in length. On the flat plate within the coronet, which latter 
is formed of the usual crosses and fleurs-de-lis, are the royal 
arms, as borne by the Stuart kings, very rudely engraved, 
within the garter, and crowned, with supporters. The mace- 
heads are divided by armless winged cherubs, ending in 
acanthus foliage, into four compartments, containing respec- 
tively a rose, thistle, fleurs-de-lis, and harp severally crowned. 
The shafts are plain, consisting each of two lengths, with 
narrow wreathed belts at each end, and divided by a handsome 
globular knot chased with acanthus leaves, and terminating in 
foot knops also decorated with acanthus foliage. For years 
these maces had been badly cared for, and had been repaired 
with lead by a tin-man with a soldering iron. In 1882 the then 
churchwardens removed them from the chest, where upwards 
of twenty years before they had been carelessly and roughly 
deposited, and the dirt and verdigris were cleaned off. The 
same year the British Archaeological Association visited 
Plympton, and one of the members, the late Mr. George 
Lambert, the well-known goldsmith of Coventry Street, Hay- 
market, very kindly offered to put the maces in order. The 
churchwardens gladly accepted the offer, with the result that 
they were thoroughly cleaned, beaten out, and regilded, and 
placed in a box properly constructed for their reception, the 
whole of the expense being borne by Mr. Lambert. The maces 
bear no inscription, but are probably of the time of Charles II 
or James II. Mr. Lambert thought they were later, perhaps 
William and Mary. They were exhibited and described at a 
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meeting of the Society of AntiquarieSi 16 February, 1888, and 
they also formed a part of the great Exhibition of Maces and 
Swords of State in the following June at Burlington House, 
London. ( Vide * * Proceedings Society of Antiquaries, '* 16 Feb- 
ruary, 1888, Vol. XIL, 2nd sen, p. 95.) 

The old bell, formerly in the turret of the Guildhall (as shown 
in the illustration, p. 309, but which was taken down in the 1862 
alterations), is now in the possession of the author of this book, 
it having been rescued from the contractor in 1862. It is about 
10^ in. high to top of the crown, 13I in. in diameter at the mouth, 
and about 8 in. diameter at the top. It has the date 1633 
and the initials R.P., for Roger Purdue, who flourished in the 
early part of the seventeenth century. Mr. Ellacombe tells us 
(** Church Bells of Devon," Exeter Dio. Arch. Soc. Trans., 
Vol. I, 2nd ser., p. 276) that in 1624 Roger Purdy, alias Purdue, 
agreed with the mayor of Bristol to cast three bells for St. 
Cuthbert's Church in Bristol, and he is styled of the **cyttie of 
Bristol, bell-founder." 

The stocks were formerly kept under the portico of the Guild- 
hall. During the alterations in 1862 they were removed for 
safety to the Grammar School. Under the colonnade there they 
remained for several years, but during the rebuilding of the 
master's house in 1870 they disappeared, no doubt carried off 
and sold. 

In former years a Sedan chair was kept at the Guildhall. It 
had become very dilapidated, and disappeared during the works 
of 1861-2. 

In the front of the exterior of the building are two shields, 
with coats-of-arms : — 

1688. Sir George Treby, Sa.^ a lion ramp., ar., collared 
vairi, az. and erminoisj in chief, j bezants. 

1692. Sir Thomas Trevor, Per bend sinister^ ermine and 
erminoisy a lion rampant, or. 

Both these were probably placed here at about the same 
time. Sir George Treby was member in 1688, Sir Thomas 
Trevor being elected in Treby's stead 1692, when he was made 
Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. Strangely enough, 
when Treby died Trevor was appointed his successor as Lord 
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Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. The Treby slab is new, 
taking the place of the old one, which was quite decayed, the 
gift of Mr. H. H. Treby in or about 1862. 



r^r 




PAVEMENT. 



OPEN SPACE. 



-0 — I 1 — ©- 



PORTICO. 



-©■ 



-0- 



.0. 



H 
Pi 

i 



§ 



-0 



PAVEMENT. 



STREET. 



Ingram (not to scale) showing ground floor of Guildhall befort i86a alteration. 

A. Magistrates' Court. B. Fire-engine. C. Night Cell. D. DayCeU. E. Staircase to Coandl 
Chamber and upper floor. F. Entiance. G. Doorway leading to room known as the Banquet ing Hall 
in house belonging to the Treby fiuaily. X Wall in wUch the shaft of the cross was found. Fide p. ti8. 



Digitized 



by Google 



tbt 



Digitized 



by Google 



8 ^ 

a 



Digitized 



by Google 



CHAPTER VIII 

ELIZE HELE'S SCHOOL: OTHERWISE THE FREE SCHOOL 
OF PLYMPTON. ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 

Elize Hde, his pedigfree— Will— Deed of 9 January, 1632-3— Difficulties— Liti- 
gation— Preparations for founding the school — Purchase of land for the en- 
dowment — Honilands or Holland — Site for school— John Avent, his work — 
Building and completion of school-house — Election of first master — List of 
masters, 1671-1904— History of school— Jonathan Oltramare — New schemes 
-^Description of buildings — New master's house — Closing of school — National 
and Church schools. 

PLYMPTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL, as it is generally 
called, was founded by John Maynard and Elize Stert, 
the surviving donees under a deed dated 9 January, 
1632-3, whereby Elize Hele, of Cornwood and Bovey Tracey, 
granted, enfeoffed, and confirmed sundry manors and lands to 
and for godly and charitable uses. 

Elize Hele was the eldest of the sons of Walter Hele, of 
Brixton, and Jane his wife, who was the daughter of Thomas 
Maynard, of Sherford, in the parish of Brixton. He was born 
about 1560, it is supposed at Winston, Brixton, called by Prince 
Worston — not Wollaton, as was thought by the Rev. Richard 
Lane and by Lysons. He had an only sister, Jane, who 
married Thomas Fownes, of Plymouth. He matriculated 
some time before 1577, and entered Exeter College. He does 
not appear to have taken any degree, but became a student of 
the Inner Temple, and was called to the Bar in 1590. He was 
then about thirty years of age, but it is not known how he was 
occupied between the age of seventeen, when he commenced 
his college life, and this time. He became Reader of his Inn, 
Treasurer, and also Lent Reader. By his first wife, Mary, 
third daughter and one of the co-heiresses of John Hender, of 
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Bottreaux Castle, he had an only son Walter. The date of 
the death of Mary Hele has not been ascertained, but the licence 
for the marriage of Elize Hele with Alice E veleigh, the daughter 
and co-heiress of Reginald Bray, of Hinton in Northampton- 
shire, and the widow of Nicholas Eveleigh, of Holcombe, 
Ottery St. Mary, is dated 19 March, 1618-19. There was no 
issue of this second marriage, and in January, 1623-4, his son 
Walter, then a youth of twelve years of age, died, and we may 
perhaps assume that it was this loss, and there being then no 
likelihood of children to come after him, that induced Hele to 
deal with his property in the way he did. He died 11 January, 
1635-6, in Exeter. In the Register of the parish of Allhallows, 
Goldsmith Street, there is an entry of the burial, as well as in 
that of the cathedral — so no doubt he died in this parish, although 
he was buried in St. Andrew's Chapel in the cathedral on 
4 February following.^ 

The following is the will of Elize Hele in full : — 

"In the name of God Amen I Elize Hele of the Cittie of 
Exeter Esquir being in good health and of perfect memory, 
revoking all former and other Wills, doe make and ordayne 
this my last Will and Testament in manner and forme follow- 
ing. Imprimis I recommend my soule into the hands of 
Almightie God hoping and stedfastly beleeving by the death 
and passion of Jesus Christ myne alone and all sufficient 
Saviour, to inherit eternall blisse and my body to be buried in 
such place and in such decent manner as myne executrix here- 
inafter named shall think meete. Item I give to the Church- 
wardens of the parish of Bovy-tracy in the Countie of Devon 
the somme of forty pounds of lawfuU money of England to 
remaine for a Stock for ever to the use of the said parrish and 
the profitts thereof yearely increasing to be imployed by the 
Churchwardens and Overseers of the poore of the sayd Parrish 
for the tyme being to the use of the poore of the said parish 
and to be distributed in such manner as they in their Judgments 
shall think meete. Item I give unto the poore of the parishes 
of Cornwood and Brixton Sixe pounds (that is to say) to the 

* Vivian, ** Devon Visitations," pp. 464-7 ; Winslow Jones, " Trans. DeYon. 
Assoc," VoL XXI, p. 488 ; Boase, Register Exeter College, p. 185. 
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poore of each of the said parishes Three pounds. I give to the 
poore of the parishes of Plympton Mary and Yealmpton Power 
pounds (that is to say) to the poore of each of the said Parishes 
Fortie shillings. Item I give to the poore of the parishes of 
Plympton Morris, Plympstock, Newton Ferrers, Revelstock, 
Holbeton and Modbury Six pounds (that is to say) to the poore 
of every of the said parrishes Twenty shillings. Item I give 
to the poore of the parrishe of Sainte Sidwylls without the East 
gate of the Citty of Exeter Three pounds and to the poore of 
the parishe of Sainte Maries the More within the said Citty of 
Exeter Forty shillings and to the poore of every other parrish 
within the said Citty of Exeter Twenty shillings. Item I give 
unto my servant Richard Burdwood Twenty pounds and I 
forgive vnto him the Thirty pounds which he oweth unto me. 
Item I give to every one that shall be my household Servant 
at the tyme of my death forty shillings. Item I give to Hanni- 
bal! Corbyn my miller Forty Shillings and to John Cullinge 
Fortye shillings All the aforesaid legacyes to be paid within 
sixe moneths after my decease. Item I do devise lymit and 
appoint unto my dearely beloved wiffe Alice Hele my Capital 
messuage Barton Demesnes and Milles of Fardle and AH Those 
my Milles in the parish of Bovy tracy commonly called Bovy 
tracy Mills And all that the Rectory and parsonage impropriate 
of Wolrington als Worlington and St. Giles with the members 
and appurtenances thereof to have and to hold the said capital 
Messuage Barton Demesnes Milles Rectory and parsonage 
impropriate unto my said Wife and her assignes during her 
Ijrffe. And whereas I and my brother Andrew PoUexfen are 
joyntly estated in the Mills of Yealmpton for and during our 
lives and the longest liver of vs, I doe entreat my said brother 
according to the trust aforesaid in him that he permitt and 
suffer my said wiffe her executors, and assignes to enjoy and 
take the yssues and profitts of the said Mylles during his life 
And vnto my said brother and vnto my loving kinsman John 
PoUexfen of Kitley and John Pollexfen his sonne and to my 
brother in lawe James Eveleigh I give to every of them a 
ring of gold of the value of Forty shillings And the residue of 
all my goods and Chattels my debts and legacyes being paid 
I give and bequeath unto my aforesaid deare and loving wiffe 
whome I doe make my sole and whole Executrix of this my last 
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Will and Testament. And I doe entreat my loving kinsman 
John Maynard of the Middle Temple London Esquier John 
Hele of Wisdome in the parish of Cornwood Esquier and 
Elize Stert of Brixton Gent : to be Overseers of this my last 
Will and Testament intreating them to bee ayding and assist- 
ing vnto my said wife in the Execution of this my last will and 
in all other occasions as shee shall have needs to vse them And 
unto every of them I give Five Pounds in gold as a Testimony 
of my love to them whilest I lyved. In witnes whereof I the 
said Elize Hele have hereunto sett my hand and seale yeoven 
the Third day of October In the Nynth yeare of the Reigne of 
o' Soueraigne Lord Charles by the Grace of God of England 
Scotland France & Ireland King Defender of the faith &c 
Annoque Domini One thousand six hundred thirty three. 

** Elize Hele. 
'^ Signed Sealed & published in the presence of: — 
Roger Mallacke, James CollynSi Gilbert CoUynSi Nathaniel 
Salter, Robert Wills, Thomas Geall. 

"This Will was proved by Alice Hele the Widow 25th 
January 1635-6, in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury." 

Alice Hele did not long survive her husband. She made 
her will on 8 July, 1636, and died on the twentieth day of the 
same month, and was buried also in St. Andrew's Chapel in the 
cathedral, she having directed that her body should **be buried 
in the Chappell in St. Peter's Church as neere as conveniently 
may be to my late deceased husband Elize Hele Esquier." 
Floor slabs in the cathedral with the arms of Hele, Gules, five 
fusils in bend J ermine, and of Bray, Argent^ a chevron between 
three eagles^ legs erased^ sable^ armed gulesy have simple in- 
scriptions with the dates of death, describing Hele as late of 
Fardle in Cornwood. But in the church of Bovey Tracey, on 
either side of the north and south chancel walls, will be seen 
the fine monuments of the two husbands of Alice Bray in free- 
stone and alabaster, with their effigies, and the arms of the two 
husbands and of the two wives thereon, doubtless the pious 
work of the survivor. 

The gifts of Elize Hele were very important. We give an 
outline of the before-mentioned feoffment of 9 January, 1632-3. 
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It is made between Elize Hele, who is described as of Park, 
Bovey Tracey, Esquire, of the one part, and his three friends, 
John Maynard of the Middle Temple, Esquire, John Hele, and 
Elize Stert of the other part: the deed witnessed that the 
said Elize Hele having a religious and pious intention and 
meaning to advance the Honour of Almighty God in the dedi- 
cating of that poor estate, which it had pleased God to lend unto 
him, unto some Godly and Charitable uses, and for the better 
effecting thereof, reposing much trust and confidence in Alice 



Hele his dearly beloved wife, and in the said John Maynard, 
John Hele, and Elize Stert to see the same to be duly and truly 
executed and performed, granted All Those his Manors of 
Fardell, Denaton, Brixton Reigny, Cofflute, Halwell, Ting- 
harvy, Clist St. Lawrence, and Clist Gerrard in the County of 
Devon and the Rectory and Parsonage impropriate of Woring- 
ton, otherwise Worlington, and St. Giles in the Heath in the 
County of Devon, And All and singular other his Manors, 
messuages. Mills, Lands, tenements, rents, reversions, services, 
and hereditaments whatsoever yet lying and being within the 
said County of Devon or elsewhere within the Realme of England 
unto the said John Maynard, John Hele, and Elize Stert their 
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heirs and assigns for ever, To the use of the said Elize Hele 
and his assigns during his life and after his decease To the use 
of the said Alice Hele, John Hele and Elize Stert their heirs 
and assigns for ever In trust and confidence that they should 
with all convenient speed after the death of the said Elize Hele 
employ and convert the said Manors, etc, and other the premises 
and the rents, issues, and profits thereof to some Godly, pious, 
and charitable use as they or the survivors or survivor of them 
and their heirs in their judgment and discretions should think 
meet, they taking out of the rents, etc., such reasonable sum or 
sums of money as they should have occasion to expend or lay 
forth in, about, or concerning the execution or taking upon 
them of the aforesaid trust. 

Then follows a power for the donor to grant leases of the 
manors, etc., or any of them for twenty-one years or for 
lives, and a proviso for his revoking the deed if he thought 
fit. 

The deed was executed in the presence of William Bastard 
and Thomas Risdon, and attested by George Cruse, Gilbert 
Collyns, Richard Burdwood, and Andrewe Kinge, and was 
duly enrolled in the Court of Chancery. 

Upon the death of Alice Hele the provisions of this deed, 
with regard to the whole of the property mentioned in it, came 
into operation. But difficulties arose. Elize Hele*s brother 
Nicholas had died, leaving, among other children, his eldest 
son and heir-at-law, Andrew, who was also the heir-at-law of 
Elize Hele. He was a man of about forty-five years of age at 
the time of his uncle's death and unmarried. What happened 
is not known, but it is clear that Andrew took proceedings in 
Chancery to set aside the deed of 1632, either in part or al- 
together. The result was — it is presumed by way of compro- 
mise — that the trustees, Maynard, Hele, and Stert, with the 
approval of the Lord Chancellor, conveyed the manors of 
Fardle and Denaton in Cornwood, and all other lands in that 
parish, to Andrew Hele and his heirs, the rest of the manors 
and lands comprised in the deed remaining in the undisputed 
possession of the trustees, to be held by them for charitable uses 
as intended by the donor. 

These proceedings seem to have lasted a considerable time, 
for it was not until 1649 that Maynard and Stert, John Hele 
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having died, declared certain temporary trusts ; and another 
nine years elapsed before there was any attempt to frame 
schemes for dealing with the property. It is, however, prob- 
able that during this time the trustees were accumulating 
money from the granting of leases of the estates, for the pur- 
poses of the trust. 

The intention with regard to the foundation of a grammar 
school at Plympton was carried into effect by Indentures of 
Lease and Release dated 6 and 7 September, 1658. The 
parties were John Maynard, who was now a serjeant-at-law, 
and Elize Stert of the first part; the Mayor and Commonalty 
of the Borough of Plymouth of the second part ; the Governors, 
Assistants, and Wardens of the Poor's Portion, Plymouth, of 
the third part; and William Geflfery, Mayor of Plymouth, 
Edmund Powell, Henry Hatzell, Mayor of Plympton, Timothy 
Alsop, Christopher Ceely, and Oliver Ceely, all of Plymouth, 
Merchants, of the fourth part. The release recited that Maynard 
and Stert had granted to William Geffrey and the others the 
manors, lands, and tenements therein mentioned ; that was to 
say, the Manor of Brixton Reyney, the Manor of Halwell, and 
the fee of Walford, in the county of Devon ; a tenement in 
Sheepstor called Yetford ; and the third part of a tenement 
called Woodland in Meavy ; and the third part of a tenement 
called Colleton, otherwise Estinton, and a meadow in Sheepstor ; 
a close, or tenement, or sixth part of a tenement in Sampford 
Spiney, a moiety of a dwelling-house and orchard and two 
whole closes of land in Yealmpton ; three standings in the 
Market Street of Plympton, and an Orchard next thereto : a 
close called The Underwood, lying by Can Garden, Plympton: 
one tenement and two orchards in the East Town of Plympton 
by or near Cadhay garden there : a meadow called Strachley 
Meadow, Plympton : a messuage and garden in Plympton 
Morris, in the Church Town there: a tenement and two 
farthings of land in Aylestone, and another tenement in 
Aylestone containing about ten acres : a messuage, barn, and 
bakehouse with orchards and gardens thereto at Winston, 
Brixton : closes called South Down, the Little Whetcombe, the 
Townsend, the Yard, the Little Dragbury, and the Marsh, and 
a messuage and tenement in Winston : grounds called Bull 
Parks, tenements or closes called Dodevens, and lands and 
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tenements, parcell or reputed parcell of the Manor of Halwell, 
Halwelly Harberton, and Blackawton : a messuage and tenement 
called Hillhead Westlake, Westlake Down, Shersdown, other- 
wise Skinner's Downj containing a farthing of land, Ugborough : 
the Hall House, and messuages and chambers, and the grist 
Mills and certain closes of land containing about six acres, a 
loft and other closes of land, containing in the whole eight 
acres, the Chappie & other houses & a garden & four acres of 
land, certain houses, closes, garden, & ground containing 
about three acres, all in Earlescombe, Ugborough : and five 
acres and seventy-five yards and six feet, part of Earlescombe 
Wood: eight acres of land called the Higher Moore, the Lower 
Moore, the Higher Twinawayes, certain houses, garden, 
meadow, & closes, containing eight acres and five acres and 
a half of land called Broad-park, two closes called Elwill and 
Parke and the little Meadow there, about three acres, and the 
southern part of a close called Crab-ditch, all in Bradford, 
Ugborough : a messuage, courtelage, and two gardens, con- 
taining half an acre in the east part of Brownston Street, and 
a close on the north part of Galbyn Street, containing half an 
acre, Modbury : and all other lands, tenements, and heredita- 
ments whatsoever late of Elize Hele Esquire, deceased, in the 
Parishes, Vills, and places of Sheepstor, Yealmpton, Plympton, 
Plympton Mary, CofHete, Modbury, Aylestone, Winston, 
Halwill, Brixton, Brixton Reyney, Walford, Ugborough, 
Earlescombe, and Bradford, and the reversions (except the 
seignories and rents of the free tenants that hold by rent in 
CofHete, which could not then be well settled by reason of the 
hazard of the arrears being long behind, and being considerable, 
were forborne to be settled till that the said arrears were re- 
covered, and then to be settled, and also except the lands and 
tenements in or called CofHete, otherwise South Cockflett, sold 
to the said Elize Stert as by a note or writing under the hand 
of the said Elize Hele appeareth, and the tenement, messuages, 
lands, and hereditaments called Rostbridge, Halberton, in- 
tended to be settled for maintenance of a Schoolmaster in 
Totness and all hereditaments otherwise formerly disposed of 
always excepted). And the Indenture further witnessed that 
the said John Maynard and Elize Stert for the settling of the 
Manors, lands, and tenements for the charitable uses and pur- 
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poses in the deed and in the Schedule thereto annexed men- 
tioned and intended) granted, released, & confirmed to William 
Geffrey, Edmund Fowell, Henry Hatsell, Timothy Alsop, 
Christopher Ceely, and Oliver Ceely, and their heirs to hold 
to their use and the use of John Maynard & Elize Stert In 
trust and for the performance of the charitable uses, intents, 
and purposes in the schedule thereto annexed, mentioned, or 
directed. 

The clauses of the schedule relating to the intended grammar 
school at Plympton are as follows : — 

i6. Item. It is declared and directed that One thousand 
eight hundred pounds to be raised by fines upon granting 
estates to be employed for the building a schoolhouse and 
purchasing lands of inheritance for the maintenance of a 
Schoolmaster and a dwelling and place for the said Master. 
The said Schoolhouse to be built in some convenient place for 
that purpose within the Borough of Plympton, to be also paid 
for out of the said monies, the same to be a free School for all 
poor persons' children whatsoever of Plympton, Brixton, or 
elsewhere who are not able or who shall profess themselves not 
well able to pay for their children's schooling. And as touching 
the Rules and Orders for the choosing and displacing of the 
Schoolmaster and what duties shall be enjoined and other 
matters touching the government of the Scholars and School 
the said John Maynard and Elize Stert, the survivor of them 
and his heirs, and the said Edmund Fowell, Henry Hatsell, and 
the Mayor of Plympton for the time being, and the survivor of 
them shall or may make such as they shall further advise and 
establish within three years next, the time now not serving to 
prepare, digest, and settle the same so well and fully as is 
desired. 

18. Item. For the better keeping and preserving of moneys 
raised by way of fines it is directed and desired that one iron 
chest with three keys be provided : One key to remain with 
the Mayor of Plymouth for the time being ; and the other with 
the Governors of the said Hospital, and the other with some 
one of the Trustees for the time being: wherein all the monies 
raised from fines shall be kept till that the same be employed 
to the charitable uses appointed or until that by consent of the 
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Major part of the Trustees herein named or hereafter to be named 
the same or any part thereof shall be lent out or disposed of in 
good security of land ; and till the same may be employed as 
aforesaid the benefit of such loan to go to the respective ad- 
vantage of the said respective charitable uses. 

2 1 • Item. It is declared and agreed that the said one thousand 
and eight hundred pounds raised by fines shall be paid unto 
the Mayor of Plymouth for the time being, and to the Justices 
or the major part of them by them forthwith to be placed in 
the said chest and disposed unto the agents employed for the 
building and purchasing for the ends above mentioned by 
consent of the major part of the said Trustees under their hands 
and not otherwise. 

We may suppose for the next few years the trustees under 
the deed were dealing with the lands vested in them, raising 
money by fines received for grants thereof, and arranging for 
the administration of the charities proposed to be founded. 
In connexion with the intended school at Plympton the first 
business was apparently the purchase of the estate of Holland 
in the parish of Plympton St. Mary, which is still held for the 
benefit of the school. 

By indentures of lease and release dated the 21st and 22nd 
August, 1662, Sir William Strode, of Newingham (Newnham), 
Devon, Knight, in consideration of ;f8oo, as also for divers 
other good and valuable causes and considerations, him there- 
unto especially moving, granted unto Serjeant-at-Law Sir 
John Maynard, Edmund Powell of Harwood, Cornwall, Esqre., 
Henry Hatsell of Saltram, Devon, Esqre., Timothy Alsop of 
London, Merchant, Christopher Ceely, Oliver Ceely, and 
William Jeflfery, of Plymouth, Merchants, the messuages, lands, 
and tenements with the appurtenances known as Honilands, 
otherwise Holland, in Plympton St. Mary, subject to an existing 
lease for four score and nineteen years to William Cholwich at 
a yearly rent of £8^ if the said William Cholwich, Honor his 
wife, and Joane their daughter, should so long live. 

By an indenture dated 24 June, 1662, Sir William Strode, in 
consideration of ;£^38o, granted to Sir John Maynard and the six 
others mentioned in the conveyance of Holland a lease of land 
called New Park in the parish of Plympton St. Mary, then in 
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the occupation of the lessor and of Walter Bisshop, containing 
about twenty-two acres, for a term of ninety-nine years, deter- 
minable on the lives of William Cholwich, Honor his wife, 
and Jane their daughter, the same persons on whose lives the 
estate of Holland was held for the remainder of a term. As 



ROOM IN OLD DWELUNO-HOUSB 

this does not now belong to the trust estate, the purchase was 
made, it may be supposed, to serve a temporary purpose. 

The next thing was to secure a site for the school, which, it 
will be remembered, was to be within the borough of Plympton 
Erie, and this was done the following year. 

By indenture dated 10 September, 1663, Edward Moulton, 
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of Plympton Earl, Gentleman, in consideration of j^i35 con- 
veyed to Sir John Maynard, Edmund Powell, Henry Hatsell, 
William Geffery, Timothy Allsop, Christopher Ceely, and 
Oliver Ceely, All That messuage and tenement and garden to 
the same belonging with the appurtenances then or late in the 
tenure of William Carkeet. And also one other messuage, 
tenement, or Old Walls and garden with the appurtenances 
late in the tenure of Nicholas Coffen deceased. And Also All 
That plot or parcel of ground which was sometime an orchard 
late in the possession of Edward Moulton, in the Borough of 
Plympton Earl aforesaid in the east part of a certain Street 
called the Old Street, leading from Longbrook towards the 
Church on the south and west parts of the lands late of Walter 
Hele, deceased, and then of Christopher Bishop, of Whitchurch, 
and north of the lands of William Steven. In trust and for the 
erecting and building of a School -house and conveniences 
therefore in the said Borough of Plympton Earl by the order 
and direction of the said Sir John Maynard. 

The agent or steward of the trustees at Plympton was John 
Avent, and to him was entrusted the work. He was perhaps 
the architect ; if he was not, apparently no architect was em- 
ployed, for throughout the whole of the accounts there is no 
charge for any payment to any one for plans, drawings, or 
drafts. Avent began to receive money for fines in October, 
1663, and in the possession of the present governors of the 
school is his account, contained in a book of seventy-three 
pages of writing and endorsed: **Mr. Avent's Accompt for 
erecting and building a Schoole at Plympton beginning 
Martch 1663 & ending October 1671." It is headed, **An 
account of all stick money which have byne recewed by me John 
Avent for and towards the erection and building of theffree Scheie 
att Plympton and for payment of wages and p^viding necessatyes 
for that work as followetk.^^ 

In the same month that Avent began to receive the money 
for fines, he began also to make preparation for the new building 
by quarrying stone, and from that time we have full particulars 
of every expense. There were no contracts. Mr. Avent em- 
ployed quarrymen, carpenters, masons, and labourers, and they 
evidently worked under him. By January, 1665, he had re- 
ceived ;C6i9. los., and had spent up to the following month 
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jf7i2. 17s. 61d. As the receipts were less than the outgoings 
the work was stopped for a while, but on 19 May, i666| the 
building was again proceeded with, and the entries of payments 
go on as before, until March, 167 1, when everything appears 
to be complete, and the schoolhouse and residence ready for 
occupation. Mr. Avent's last entry but one was ^^ffor myne 
ovme paynes 6* apprentice all this tyme jCjo." With the inter- 
mission mentioned the building had occupied just eight years 
in erecting. The total cost was jf 1099. 17s. 6d. 

A house for the master was not built, as the dwelling-house 
on the south side comprised in the conveyance from Edward 
Moulton and described as a messuage and tenement or Old 
Walls was deemed sufficient, and indeed it proved to be so, for 
successive masters occupied it for two centuries, as we shall see. 

We think that the following diagram, not to any scale, shows 
roughly the three properties, as they were bought for the pur- 
poses of the school, of Edward Moulton. 

£ Lands of Walter Hele, afterwards of Christopher Bishop. 



Lands of Walter 
Hele, after. 

waitlsof 

Christopher 

Bishop. 




The Old Street. 



A. 
B. 
C 



Church of 
St. Maurice als 

St. Thomas 
of Canterbury. 



W 






Messuage, tenement, and garden, late of William Carkeett, deed. 

Plot of land, formerly orchard of Edward Moulton. 

Messuage, tenement, or Old Walls, late of Nicholas Coffen, deed. 
This was the schoolhouse or master's residence, and with additions 
towards the north in the eighteenth century was occupied by the 
masters down to 1869. 
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The schoolroom completed and the dwelling-house ready for 
occupation, the next thing to be arranged was the providing of 
a master to set the instruction going. The following is a list 
of the mastersi showing the dates of their appointment and 
when they ceased their work in connexion with the school. 



Name. 


When elected. 


Left. 


Richard Taprell 


? 1671 


d. Dec., 1694 


Thomas Browne 


. ?i695 


d. May, 1698 


Jonathan Oltramare 


1698 


d. April, 1 714 


Samuel Reynolds . 


26March,i7i5 ... 


d. Dec., 1745 


John Davis 


. 1746 


d. 1756 


Robert Forster 


1756 


d. 1800 


WiUiamHayne 


1800 


d. 1816 


Thomas Murphy Phillips . 


. Aug., 1816 


r. 28 Sept, 1829 


WiUiam Gray . 


. Dec., 1829 


r. 20 Jan., 1834 


Charles Kevem Williams 


. 1834 


r. 1845 


George Phelps Patey 


. 1845 


d. 6 May, 1870 


Cornelius Hargreaves Crooke 


II July, 1870 ... 


r. 27 May, 1876 


Arthur Cloutte 


2 Sept., 1876 ... 


d. Sept, 1889 


A. W. Barker. 


. 1889 


1890 


Richard H. Chappie 


1890 


1903 



The first master elected was Mn Richard Taprell, who was not 
then in Holy Orders. We know very little of him. We have 
not the exact date of his appointment, but it must have been 
soon after the school building was finished. In the parish 
register we find that on 23 December, 1680, Honor, the daughter 
of Richard and Elizabeth Taprell, was baptized ; on 7 June, 
1684, Elizabeth, the wife of Mr. Richard Taprell, was buried. 
In 1685 Taprell was ordained deacon and priest and appointed 
the perpetual curate or minister of the parish of Plympton 
St. Maurice, and he continued to perform the duties of the 
clergyman of the parish and master of the Grammar School 
until his death. He was buried in the church 30 December, 
1694. A daughter Elizabeth was buried 28 May, 1696, and 
Honor, the daughter before mentioned, on 25 August, 1710. 

The second master, who was appointed by the representatives 
of Sir John Maynard, he having survived Stert and dying 
6 October, 1690, was the Rev. Thomas Browne, who also 
succeeded Taprell as priest of the parish. He filled these 
offices only a short time, dying 18 May, 1698. He too was 
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buried in the church, and a tablet to his memory, formerly in 
the north aisle wall, is now on the wall at the west end of the 
church. The inscription tells us all we know of him, that he 
was a Yorkshire man, of Christ's College, Cambridge, and 
that he left a widow. The inscription is given in full in 
chapter vi. 

Of Jonathan Oltramare, the third master, we have more in- 
formation. He was connected with the neighbourhood, and is 
described in the college register as the son of J. Oltramare, of 
Brixton. He matriculated 3 Dec, 1690, and took his Bachelor's 
degree in 1694 from St. Mary Hall, Oxford, having migrated 
from Wadham. He was the non-resident minister of Plym- 
stock, as well as master of the Plympton school. He must 
have been young, for he matriculated at eighteen, and therefore 
on Browne's death could not have been more than twenty-six 
years of age. It would seem that under the direction of Tap- 
rell and Browne the school had so far been a success, and the 
parents of children appreciated the educational provision made 
for the neighbourhood. But for some reason or other things 
changed under Oltramare. The whole of the property of the 
foundation was under the control of the master of the school, 
the trustees putting it into his hands to manage, to do the 
necessary repairs to the buildings belonging to the school-house 
and farm, and to receive the rents. We cannot ascertain the 
cause, but, whether owing to the negligence or incapacity of 
Oltramare, in a few years difficulties arose between him and 
the trustees, and it was alleged that the scholars, who on his 
appointment numbered fifty, had dwindled down to five or six. 
Besides this, Oltramare, while receiving the rent of Holland 
Farm, had done no repairs to the buildings, and had allowed 
them to become ruinous. Things became so bad that the 
trustees were compelled to take steps to remove Oltramare from 
the mastership ; and about the year 17 10 he had notice to 
surrender his office, and to quit the house and school buildings, 
and the tenants were called upon to give up possession of the 
premises, presumably Holland Farm, in their occupation. But 
the Rev. Jonathan Oltramare was not so easily disposed of. 
He set the trustees at defiance, refused to give up the master- 
ship or the school or house, and persuaded the tenants to make 
cause with him. The trustees were compelled to bring an 
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action for the recovery of the trust property. An ejectment 
action against Oltramare and two others was tried at Exeter at 
the Lent Assizes in 1713, and the trustees obtained a verdict, j 
the judge directing the jury that the plaintiffs had authority to 
remove Oltramare from his office of schoolmaster. Upon this | 
Oltramare immediately (24 April, 171 3) exhibited a bill in ' 
Chancery against the trustees, Thomas, Earl of Stamford, and ' 
Mary his wife, who was a granddaughter of Sir John Maynard, , 
and Sir John Hobart, Bart., the son of Dame Eliza Hobart, j 
deceased, and the granddaughter of Sir John Maynard (these 
ladies being Maynard's heiresses, and Sir John Hobart the heir 
of Lady Hobart) praying to be relieved against the verdict 
recovered against him in the action at law. He succeeded in ' 
delaying matters, as Sir John Hobart was in France, and an 
order was obtained for him to appear and answer the bill of the 
defendant, and in the meantime there was an injunction granted 
7 May, 1 7 13, staying the proceedings which would have re- 
sulted in the ejectment of Oltramare and his tenants, consequent 1 
upon the verdict obtained at Exeter. This carried him on in 
comfortable possession for some months, and in November and 
December the defendants made their answers, setting out their 
claims and rights as trustees. The proceedings went on, but 
on the roll, under date Saturday, i May (1714)) is the following 1 
entry : — ^^ Since obtaining a cantintmnce of an injunction for stay ' 
of proceedings the plaintiff is dead; order that this suit be revived 
in a week after notice hereof to the plaintiffs s clerke in Court: or 
in default that the injunction be dissolved.^^ ^ Death had settled 
the business for Oltramare and the trustees. His brother had 
died in June, 171 1 ; his wife 20 June, 1713 ; and the following 
April we find an entry in our register, **Mr. Jonathan Oltra- 
mare, Minister of Plymstocke, was buried 14 April, 17 14." 

Nearly a year elapsed before the trustees made a new appoint- 
ment. No doubt the trouble with the deceased master neces- 
sitated sundry arrangements and expenditure, and caused delay, 
and if what was alleged was correct, there was no particular 
hurry for a new master, for there were few, if any, boys under 
instruction at the death of Oltramare. On 26 March, 1715, the 
Earl of Stamford and his Countess and Sir John Hobart ap- 
pointed Samuel Reynolds to be the schoolmaster of the free 

^ " Chancery Bills and Answers before 1714*" Collins, 458, No. 46. 
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The Rev. Samuel Reynolds^ M.A. 
From a Portrait in the Cottonian Library^ Plymouth, 
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school of Plympton. It may be interesting to set out the deed 
of this appointment in full : — 

^^ Know all men by these presents that the Right Honourable 
Thomas Earl of Stamford & Mary Countess of Stamford his 
Wife & Sir John Hobart Bart (which said Mary Countess of 
Stamford & Sir John Hobart are the heirs at law of Sir John 
Maynard Knight deceased who was the surviving Trustee for 
the Free School at Plympton in the County of Devon) have 
nominated instituted & appointed & by these presents do 
nominate institute and appoint Samuel Reynolds of Tor in the 
said County of Devon Clerk to be the Schoolmaster of the Free 
School of Plympton aforesaid And they the said Earl Mary his 
Wife & Sir John Hobart by these presents as far as in them is 
or lawfully they may, do authorize or empower him the said 
Samuel Reynolds to enjoy receive & take all the rents issues 
& profits of all & singular the messuages lands tenements and 
hereditaments heretofore settled on Trustees (of whom the said 
Sir John Maynard was the survivor) for the benefit of the 
Schoolmaster for the time being of the said School & to get 
& lett the same and to take all other priviledges perquisits of 
or belonging or to be belonging unto the Schoolmaster of the 
said Free School so long as he shall continue Schoolmaster 
thereof In witness whereof the said Thomas Earl of Stamford 
Mary Countess of Stamford & Sir John Hobart have hereunto 
set their hands & seals this 26 day of March the first year of 
his reign K. Geo : a.d. 1715. 

Stamford 



M. Stamford 



J. Hobart 



(l.s. j 
(l.s. j 



Samuel Reynolds was the son of John Reynolds, Vicar of 
St. Thomas the Apostle, Exeter, and Prebendary of Exeter, 
and Mary, daughter of (Thomas) Ainsworth. He was born 
31 January, 1680-1, and educated, no doubt, at Exeter, as his 
father was Vicar of St. Thomas when he matriculated, 6 De- 
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cember, 1698, aged 17. He appears to have been at Exeter 
College, but took his B. A. from Corpus Christi, 1702, and was 
Fellow of Balliol and M.A. 1705. He was for a time at Great 
Torrington, probably as a curate of the parish church, and 
while there married, at Monkleigh, Theophila, daughter of the 
Rev. Matthew Potter, and two children were born at Great 
Torrington. In 17 15 he was at Tor, as he is described as of 
that place in the appointment just given, but whether he was 
residing there or only staying for a time we do not know. In 
the short diary of Sir Joshua Reynolds, given by Taylor in his 
life of the painter (Vol. I, pp. 10 and 11), no reference is made 
to the family living there. On 20 June, 17 15, the new master 
took up his residence at Plympton, and on 13 July commenced 
the work of the school (Taylor's ''Life of Reynolds," Vol. I, 
pp. 10 and 11). On 3 April, 1716, he was licensed by the 
bishop as a schoolmaster in the diocese (Episcopal Registers, 
1 7 1 5). We have no information as to the progress of the school 
under Reynolds, but there is little doubt that it was a suc- 
cess, and that he was not so unpractical a man as has been 
represented. He brought up a family, and appears to have 
been greatly respected, and although the rental received from 
Holland Farm was not larger than has been stated, viz. j^i20 
per annum, sometimes somewhat more, this was not the only 
source of income, for boys other than foundation scholars, from 
whom fees were received, doubtless attended the school as in 
later times. He and his family were known as scholars, his 
college career had been a good one, he had been a Fellow of 
Balliol, and no doubt his reputation obtained him pupils whose 
payments were remunerative. The speed with which his suc- 
cessor was appointed shows, we think, that the school was in a 
flourishing condition at his death, and we believe the story of 
its having been reduced to one boy is a myth, and that this 
and similar stories must be reminiscences of his predecessor 
Oltramare. He was no doubt a placid man, his studious life 
made him perhaps somewhat absent-minded and visionary, 
and his fits of silence and his careless ways may have given 
rise to the gossip which the biographers of his distinguished 
son have recorded. The portrait of the father by the son seems 
to indicate the character of the man. Of the eleven children of 
Samuel and Theophila Reynolds, nine were born at Plympton. 
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Joshua was the third son, and was born 16 July, 1723, and was 
baptized under the name of Joseph (a supposed error of the 
Rev. Jonathan Darley, the clergyman who performed the 
ceremony and who apparently made the entry) on the 30th day 
of the same month. It was the birth of this boy which has 
made the family of Reynolds famous, and which has thrown 
a halo around the town of Plympton, its Grammar School, and 
its surroundings. Samuel Reynolds died, it is said, on Christ* 
mas Day, 1746; if so, the funeral quickly followed the death, 
for he was buried on 26 December in the churchyard of St. 
Maurice. No stone in the yard marks the resting-place of 
Samuel Reynolds or of any of his family, but the late Mr. 
William Cotton in 1859 placed in the church a white marble 
tablet to the memory of the father of Sir Joshua, and a copy 
of the inscription thereon will be found in chapter vi of this 
volume. 

Very little time elapsed between the death of Samuel Rey- 
nolds and the appointment of his successor, the Rev. John 
Davis, early in 1747 ; and he was licensed by the bishop as a 
schoolmaster 21 August, 1747. This shows, we think, as we 
have said, that the school was going on satisfactorily. Of this 
master we have no information to give. He worked for about 
ten years, and died in 1756, and was buried at Plympton St. 
Maurice 24 September in that year. His widow continued to 
live at Plympton, and died there in 1792, having survived her 
husband thirty-six years, carrying on a school for young ladies 
to the time of her death. In the register she is described as 
the widow of the ^^ Rev. John Davis y late minister of the partsh.^^ 

Before the end of the year 1756 the Rev. Robert Forster was 
appointed. He was the son of the Rev. Robert Forster, of 
Plymouth, and was educated at the grammar school there, 
matriculating at Oxford at the age of fourteen, 1745-6, and 
entered Merton College, taking his Bachelor's degree 27 Feb- 
ruary, 1749-50. Shortly after his coming to Plympton he 
became curate to the Rev. John Davies, the then minister of 
the parish, and on the death of the latter, two years after, he 
became his successor. His appointment is dated 1756, and 
it was exercised by John Earl of Buckinghamshire, the heir-at- 
law of Sir John Maynard, who, it is stated, was the surviving 
trustee of the said school. The date of the bishop*s licence is 
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I December, 1756. There are no books to give any informa- 
tion, but we believe the school was prosperous during the time 
Forster was master. He retained the office longer than any of 
his predecessors, for he kept the school for forty-four years, 
from 1756 to 1800, and he was the minister of the parish for 
forty-two years. He died in September 1800, and was buried 
at Plympton St. Maurice on the 23rd day of that month. He 
seems to have carried out the ideas of the founders, for besides 
his private pupils, boarders, and day boys, he received into the 
school the sons of tradesmen and others from the town of 
Plympton, and gave them, free of expense, a classical education. 

A new appointment was immediately made, and before the 
year was out the Rev. William Hayne had taken possession 
of the school and dwelling-house. Under him the foundation 
flourished, and the school became the favourite one of the 
neighbourhood, to which were sent the sons of many of the 
gentry of the south of Devon, and for some years it continued 
to maintain a good reputation. He did not, however, consider 
himself bound to follow the example of his predecessors, and 
during the time he was master it is recorded that only one boy 
was educated gratuitously. This boy remained on when the 
new master was appointed. Mr. Hayne, we believe, was a 
native of Kingsbridge. He was master for a few years only, 
dying in 1816. 

The Rev. Thomas Murphy Phillips was appointed in August, 
1816, by the heirs of Sir John Maynard — viz. William Ashton 
Lord Suffield, Caroline Hans his wife, Robert Viscount Castle- 
reagh and Amelia Ann his wife, John Williams, Earl of Ancram, 
and William Richard Edgcumbe, Viscount Valletort — and the 
school apparently continued under his care for a time to main- 
tain its reputation. He was licensed by the bishop 26 Novem- 
ber, 18 18. He conducted it for about thirteen years, and then 
resigned, for what reason we do not know. He had boarders 
and day scholars, but for some reason refused to give any 
instruction to the sons of parents who in his opinion were 
able to pay for their schooling. In August, 1820, he had 
only nine boys — six boarders and three day boys, for whom 
he was paid. About this time the Charity Commissioners 
visited Plympton and took a serious view of Mr. Phillips' 
conduct of the school, and recommended the trustees to apply 
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to the Court of Chancery for a better regulation of the founda- 
tion. 

The trustees consequently petitioned the Court for the ap- 
proval of a scheme for the future regulation of the school, 
and that inquiry might be made to what extent the houses, 
buildings, and premises belonging to the Charity estate needed 
repair. The Master in Chancery, after stating the facts con- 
nected with the establishment of the school, found that the 
petitioners, Amelia Anne Marchioness of Londonderry, John 
William Robert Marquis of Lothian, Ernest Augustus Vis- 
count Valletort, and Caroline Lady Suffield, were the coheirs 
of Sir John Maynard, and as such the trustees of the Charity, 
and that no rules or orders for choosing and displacing the 
schoolmaster, nor for declaring what duties he should be 
required to discharge, nor for any other matter touching the 
government of the scholars and the school, were ever made by 
the persons named in the deed in that behalf, nor had any 
rules or orders for the management and regulation of the Charity 
or of the purposes aforesaid been made by any other person ; 
and the objects of the said Charity and the intents of the founders 
had not been declared further than the same were declared in 
the deed to be the founding of a free school at Plympton for all 
poor persons of Plympton, Brixton, or elsewhere, who should 
profess themselves not well able to pay for their children's 
schooling ; but so far as the trustees were able to discover the 
masters had been, ever since the foundation thereof, clergymen 
of the Church of England, and the system of education pursued 
in the school had been teaching English Grammar and the Latin 
and Greek languages, and also that there was a farm called 
Holland, situate in the parish of Plympton St. Mary, containing 
147 acres and upwards of land, let for ;f 170 per annum, and the 
schoolhouse and dwelling-house for the schoolmaster, and that 
the buildings were very much out of repair, and the master 
was of opinion that the scheme proposed, viz. : That the 
Charity School at Plympton be a free Grammar School for the 
gratuitous education in English Grammar and in the Greek 
and Latin languages of the children of all the inhabitants of 
the several parishes of Plympton and Brixton who were not 
able, or should profess themselves not well able, to pay for 
their children's schooling ; that in all cases where any reason- 
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able doubt should arise respecting the eligibility of the boys 
the trustees should have power to decide the same and ulti- 
mately to reject or admit the child to the benefit of the school ; 
that the master should be at liberty to take boarders and 
educate them with the boys received on the foundation, 
but that the number should not exceed twenty-five without 
the permission of the trustees ; that the master should be 
appointed by the trustees ; that the master should have power 
to dismiss or expel boys for misconduct, with the consent 
of the trustees, and until such consent to suspend such 
boys; that the estate and endowment belonging to the en- 
dowment should remain in the possession of the trustees, with 
power to grant such leases ; that the salary of the master should 
be jf lOO a year ; that the farm-house and buildings should be 
repaired at a cost of jf 240, and the schoolhouse at a cost of ;^374 ; 
that to meet this expenditure jf620 should be borrowed on 
mortgage at £$ per cent ; that the rents should be applied in the 
first place in payment of interest on the money borrowed, then 
in payment of the petitioners' costs, then in payment of the 
master's salary, then in payment of the costs of repairs that 
might from time to time be necessary, and the surplus should 
be applied in liquidating the mortgage debt: any ultimate 
residue of rents should be applied in the purchase of £3 P^^ 
cent Consolidated Bank Annuities to form a reserve fund, and 
that after the same should have been purchased the rents and 
dividends should be applied ultimately in increasing the 
master's salary and in providing a master to teach writing 
and arithmetic as the trustees for the time being should think 
proper for the benefit of the said school. 

Under this scheme, approved by order of the Court 23 March, 
1829, the school was administered until the establishment of 
the new scheme of the Charity Commissioners 3 November, 
1868, to be hereafter referred to. 

The Rev. William Grey succeeded in December, 1829, but 
he resigned 20 January, 1834. 

Soon after Mr. Grey's resignation, the Rev. Charles Kevern 
Williams was appointed. He was the second son of the Rev. 
William Williams, of Liskeard. He went to Oxford, matricu- 
lating at Pembroke College 11 March, 1820, at the age of 
eighteen. He was Scholar from 1820 to 1826, taking his 
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Bachelor's degree in 1823 and M.A. 1826. He was a Fellow 
from 1826 to 1830 and Junior Dean in 1828. He was appointed 



THE OLD DWBLUNG-HOUSB. 1860 



head master of the Lewes Grammar School in 1829, where he 
remained until his appointment as head master of Plympton 
School in 1834. He took his B.D. and D.D. degrees in 1844. 
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In 184s Dr. Williams resigned the head mastership, and on the 
death of the Rev, John Arscott in that year he was appointed 
Perpetual Curate of Plympton St. Maurice. During his term 
of office the school was a good one. Shortly before his resigna- 
tion there were under his instruction thirty boarders and thirty 
day scholars. 

The Rev. George Phelps Patey, s.c.l., followed. He held 
the mastership from 1845 ^^ his death in May, 1870. Although 
for a short period there were many pupils, during his time the 
school went down greatly. Although a good scholar — and we 
have heard some of his old pupils speak highly of his ability 
and classical knowledge — he was unable to maintain the repu- 
tation of the school, or indeed to keep it up, and the number 
of pupils fell ofiF very much. Things too were altering ; good 
schools with modern methods were being established in Ply- 
mouth and elsewhere, the master was not a man to march with 
the times, and he let the opportunity, for putting the foundation 
in a state to meet the altered conditions, pass. Had he made 
some necessary alterations, we believe the future of the Plympton 
Grammar School would have been a very different one. But 
still to some extent Mr. Patey realized the position of things, 
and was anxious that something should be done. Various 
suggestions had from time to time been made for altering the 
constitution of the governing body, making it more representa- 
tive, and for modifying the course of instruction. Up to 1868 
the masters were appointed by the heirs of Sir John Maynard, 
and except the slight indications to be found in the report of 
the Chancery Master in 1828, there were no rules for the 
government of the school or as to the duties of the master or 
the kind of instruction he was to give. This often gave rise 
to difficulties — the masters contending that they could give 
nothing but a classical education, while some parents, anxious 
to send their children to the school, were not desirous of having 
Latin and Greek taught. In 1865, in consequence of the re- 
presentations of some of the inhabitants to the Charity Com- 
missioners, an inquiry was held by one of their inspectors, and 
in 1867 application was made for the settlement of a scheme 
for the conduct of the school. This was formulated, and al- 
though objections were made to some of the proposals by the 
master and others in the neighbourhood, a new scheme was 
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eventually settled, dated 3 November, i868. This scheme was 
the beginning of a series of mistakes which has resulted in 
bringing to naught a foundation which had existed for two 
centuries, and properly managed had possibilities of much 
good work in the time to come. 

As the heirs of Sir John Maynard, the Marquis of Lothian 
and the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, were the hereditary trustees 
of the school, the scheme provided that with them for the 
future should be associated eight others — ^gentlemen connected 
with the parishes interested — ^who should be the trustees of the 
charity and governors of the school. The hereditary trustees 
had certain additional powers vested in them, and a right of 
appeal in certain cases was given to them in case of difiference 
between them and the other trustees, and rules were laid down 
for the performance of the duties relating to the management 
of the school ; and it was provided that the school buildings, 
as soon as conveniently might be, should be put in thorough 
repair and additions made so as to adapt them for the purposes 
of the two branches of the school intended to be thereafter 
kept on foot. The school was thrown open to all boys con- 
veniently able to attend, but as between candidates for ad- 
mission the children of inhabitants of the parishes of Plympton 
St. Mary, Plympton St. Maurice, and Brixton were to have 
priority. There were to be two branches, an Upper School 
and a Lower School. Religious instruction was to be given 
according to the principles and doctrines of the Church of 
England, but no boy should be compelled to receive such 
instruction whose parents or next friend should declare in 
writing that conscientious objections thereto were entertained ; 
the head master was to have ;C8o per annum, and might re- 
ceive boarders; the trustees might select a number, not ex- 
ceeding six, of the most meritorious boys in the school to be 
called Foundationers; and there was to be provided yearly 
a prize not exceeding ;Cio in value, to be called "The Hele 
Prize," to be received by the scholar passing the best ex- 
amination. 

This scheme completely altered the character of the school, 
the whole traditions of which were that it was a grammar 
school — ''a school for teaching English grammar and the Latin 
and Greek languages gratuitously to the children of such 
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persons as were in a respectable class of life, but too poor to 
afford such an education" {vide scheme of 1829). Now the 
teaching was to comprise in the higher school (boys from ten 
to sixteen years of age) the Latin language (if required), 
German or French, Mathematics, Algebra, Arithmetic, the 
elements of one or more of the Natural Sciences, English and 
Composition, General History and Geography, and such other 
subjects of useful knowledge as might from time to time be 
decided by the governors ; and in the lower school (a primary 
school for boys from seven to ten years of age) elementary 
instruction adapted to fit boys to proceed to the upper school. 
The education was not to be gratuitous — every boy was to pay 
a fee, and if classics were taught the fees were greatly increased. 
Nothing more opposed to the intentions of the founders, or to 
the wishes of those having the management of the school in 
the past, could have been devised, and the scheme utterly 
failed. 

The Rev. G. P. Patey was succeeded by the Rev. Cornelius 
Hargreave Crooke, M.A., Prizeman of St. John's College, Cam- 
bridge, and formerly head master of the King Alfred Grammar 
School, Wantage. He was appointed 11 July, 1870. Things 
greatly improved during his time — ^at one time there were sixty 
boys attending — but, for the reasons before mentioned, new 
methods of instruction, the opening of schools in Plymouth 
and elsewhere, and some local difficulties militated very much 
against the success of the Free School of Plympton, and Mr. 
Crooke resigned on 27 May, 1876. 

The trustees then thought it desirable to try to have the 
school conducted on other lines, giving prominence to what 
is called a ''commercial " education instead of a classical one. 
To this end a gentleman who had not a university degree was 
chosen to carry on the school, and Mr. Arthur Cloutte was 
appointed 2 September, 1876. This, of course, was a great 
mistake. There were other schools within a reasonable dis- 
tance at which instruction of this kind could be obtained, but 
there were none at which for small payments and with the 
benefit of foundation funds a liberal education could be ob- 
tained. Under the influence of the then master another scheme 
— a most unfortunate one, as it proved — was submitted and 
eventually approved. The governing body was to consist of the 
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two hereditary governors, who might delegate their office for 
three years to other persons, three representative governors to be 
appointed by the parishes of Plympton St. Maurice, Plympton 
St. Mary, and Brixton, and six co-optative governors to be 
appointed by the general body of governors ; no qualification 
apparently was necessary for any governor. The school was 
to be a day and boarding one for boys, to be maintained in 
Plympton St. Maurice, in the existing school buildings, or 
in others provided ; the master need not be in holy orders, 
and only qualified as the governors might require ; he was to 
receive up to ;^i5o per annum maximum, with a capitation 
payment for each boy not less than £2 or more than £$f as 
the governors might decide ; the fees were to be fixed by the 
governors at the rate of not less than £4, per annum for each 
boy or more than ;£'io, and boarders, exclusive of tuition fees, 
are not to exceed £/^$ per annum. Sons of inhabitants of the 
parishes of Plympton, Plympton St. Mary, and Brixton were 
to be preferred to others ; the age of admission was eight 
years, and there was to be an entrance examination ; instruc- 
tion was to be given in reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, 
and history, English grammar, composition, and literature, 
mathematics, at least one foreign language, Latin, natural 
science, drawing, drill, and vocal music, Greek being taught 
at an extra fee. A Hele prize of ;^io was to be given yearly, 
and six Hele scholarships were to be maintained, entitling the 
holders to instruction at the school free ; these were to be 
obtained by competition by boys not more than thirteen years 
of age who had been for three years in a public elementary 
school in either of the three parishes ; and other scholarships 
and exhibitions might be established by the governors if 
funds allowed. There were provisions for a repair fund and 
a pension fund. Further regulations might be made and 
endowments received, and the jurisdiction of the ordinary 
with regard to the licensing of masters of the school was 
abolished. 

Those who formulated this new scheme, and obtained the 
sanction of the Charity Commission to it, failed altogether 
to realize the nature of the trust reposed in them or the 
conditions that then existed. What might have been applic- 
able to other schools was not suitable for the wants of this 
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one, and it is the opinion of many that had a proper course 
been taken at this time the school might have been put on 
a new and proper foundation, and at this moment might have 
been a flourishing one and a valuable institution in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

Realizing the mistake made, on Mr. Cloutte's mastership 
coming to a very sad and melancholy end, the governors tried 
to retrace their steps and appointed a gentleman of the highest 
attainments, Mr. A. W. Barker, m.a., Oxford, University 
Honourman in Classics, and a former Exhibitioner of Hertford 
College. Mr. Barker did all that energy and that a gentleman 
and a scholar could do to bring the school up to the standard 
proposed by the founders, but it was too late : the same causes 
which had prevented Mr. Crooke's succeeding — and Mr. 
Cloutte's mastership had made things still more difficult — 
operated more strongly against Mr. Barker, and after doing 
his best for some time and succeeding for the most part in 
obtaining only boys whose parents (but not in all cases) 
wished them to receive instruction of the most meagre kind, 
he placed his resignation in the hands of the governors who 
now had taken the place of the representatives of Sir John 
Maynard. 

Mr. Richard H. Chappel, who succeeded Mr. Barker, was 
able to get together a number of boys, and the reports of the 
examiners for a time were favourable, but soon the number of 
scholars diminished, and the results of the examinations be- 
came more and more unsatisfactory, and in 1903 the Education 
Authority and the governors thought it best to terminate Mr. 
Chappel's engagement and to close, at all events for a time, the 
school. Something should be done, for except the public schools 
in each parish, there is no school whatever for boys, other than 
the National Elementary, in the town or the adjoining villages. 
At the present time the master's house is let as a private resi- 
dence, and the schoolhouse is unused. The future of the school 
is now under the consideration of the Education Authority 
and the Charity Commission. A new scheme was, on the 
closing of the school and letting of the house, suggested by 
the governors. It does not, however, meet with the approval 
of the inhabitants or of the parish councils of Plympton, 
Plympton St. Mary, and Brixton, who have protested against 
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its adoption, believing that the school may, even after so much 
lost time, be carried on as a Secondary school. The scheme 
provided that there should be five representative governors 



GRAMMAR SCHOOL. BNTRAMCB TO SCHOOLROOM 

instead of three, two by the Devon Council and one by each 
of the parishes interested ; the co-optative governors are to 
continue ; the school site and buildings are to be let, and the 
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schoolhouse is to be used as a library, museum, or lecture and 
reading-room ; the existing Hele scholars who are at a school 
in Plymouth until they attain the age of seventeen are provided 
for, and the balance of income is to be applied either (i) for 
boarding exhibitions of ;f30 yearly for boys and girls under 
thirteen whose parents are resident in one of the three parishes, 
a preference being given to those who have attended for three 
years a public elementary school, or (2) for day exhibitions 
equivalent to the tuition fees payable at the school to which 
they belong, with a yearly payment of £$ or ;f 10 tenable for a 
like period at a public elementary school, or (3) in a yearly 
exhibition of from £30 to jCSOf tenable for four years at a 
university or place of higher education, to be awarded to 
a boy or girl holder of one of the exhibitions above men- 
tioned who has attended the school at which such exhibition 
is held for two years — all these to be called the Hele Exhibi- 
tions. 

At present (October, 1906) ever3rthing is at a standstill : the 
general wish is to preserve the school as a Secondary one ; 
failing this, that it should be made a pupil teachers' centre, 
or used for some other educational purpose. 

We must, in conclusion, refer briefly to some points in con- 
nexion with the school buildings and the alterations that have 
taken place. 

Except ordinary repairs, nothing had been done to the school- 
room and the master's house for many years, but when the 
Rev. G. P. Patey was appointed considerable improvements 
were made in the latter to render it more fit as a residence. The 
house was old when it was bought with the other property of 
Edward Moulton in 1663, and the carelessness of successive 
masters, who had, when absolutely necessary and not before, 
patched and mended it as occasion served, had brought it to a 
ruinous condition. We well remember the old place, with its 
rambling passages, low rooms, shabby walls; and it is little 
wonder, after the neglect of generations, the governors in 1869 
resolved that the schoolhouse was uninhabitable and that it 
should be taken down. And taken down it was, and a new house 
built on the east side of the land from plans by William E. 
Elliott, architect, of Plymouth, at a cost of ;ti572. is. 6d., ex- 
clusive of his commission. An additional piece of land on the 
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east of the ancient site, part of Marsh Orchard, was purchased 
at a cost of £^. 6s. The new residence was completed in May, 
187 1, the money being provided out of the accumulations of 
income. 

The view of the old house shown in Mr. Hine's admirable 
drawing (p. 339) is taken from the garden on the eastern side, 
showing the back. The long building with the square stone 
chimney to the right running parallel with the street was a 
modern wing built about 1819 ; it had a long row of windows 
looking out upon the garden, the wall against the street being 
a blank one. The gabled building — with the high chimney 
and the latticed windows above and below, the shoot in front 
of the lower one — was at right angles to the front block and 
ran southwards. 

Against the street on the west (Old Street in 1465), and 
running in a line with it, the house presented the appearance 
of a long building. The lower part, that on the south, was 
the old dwelling-house of the fifteenth century, and this part 
had windows looking out upon the street. The doorway was 
at about the centre of the block, and on entering the house 
there was a small entrance hal) ; on the right hand the older 
part, with two rooms on difiPerent levels, one small, the other 
larger. On the left hand was the drawing-room mentioned 
before, with the long low windows overlooking the garden 
on the east ; over were bedrooms. This part was built about 
18 19, when Mr. Phillips was the master. The kitchen and 
domestic offices were in the projecting portion shown in the 
illustration, the kitchen being the part with the windows in 
the roof. The staircase was opposite the front door. The 
house was undoubtedly one of the sixteenth century, some 
parts perhaps older, and in its day had been of some im- 
portance ; but we regret we know nothing of its early history, 
or who occupied it before Edward Moulton sold it, although 
we have an impression that it was a residence appurtenant 
to the manor of Plympton Grange, which had been allowed 
to fall into decay and had become the property of the seller, 
who was a man of importance and influence in Plympton at 
the time (see chapter xii). 

Two rooms in the old house before its destruction were 
pointed out at difierent times as the room in which Sir Joshua 
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Reynolds was born. We are able to give views of both. The 
first one on page 327 is that which was pointed out to Wilkie 
when he visited Plympton in 1809, and is the room of which Mr. 
W. Cotton made a drawing about 185O1 and is very probably the 
room in which Mrs. Reynolds gave birth to her seventh child. 
In later years Mr. Patey, the then master of the school, used 
to show another room, almost an attic, but we never learnt 
what authority he had for departing from the tradition. Our 
first illustration is after Mr. Cotton's drawing ; the other is 
from a sketch kindly given us by our friend Mr. John 
Shelly. 



The schoolhouse was opposite the old master's house on 
the north side of the land purchased from Edward Moulton 
in 1663. '' It is a Gothic structure of the most picturesque 
design and arrangement," says Mr. James Hine. **No wonder 
little Reynolds saw something to admire in the outline and 
shadows of the cloister, for nothing can be better than the 
proportions of the pillars and arches and the banding of the 
masonry over in alternate courses of about six inches high 
of granite and dark limestone. In fact, the lower portion of 
the building is the most pleasing piece of masonry in this 
neighbourhood : and although the large square-headed win- 
dows over are not so good, yet the angle of the roof is ex- 
cellent, and the large Perpendicular windows at the end not 
without merit." 

The schoolroom is sixty-three feet six inches long, twenty-six 
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feet six inches wide, and about nineteen feet high, with a coved 
ribbed ceiling. There are three windows on the south side 
and two on the north, about eight feet square, with granite 
muUions, and a transom across the centre of each. The east 
and west windows are ten feet eight inches wide and twelve 
feet high. Approached from the staircase is a small room 
with a balcony hanging over the entrance door, which is on 
the north side of the schoolroom, which is a singularly well- 
proportioned one. In 1870 this building was renovated and 
repaired, and much injury done, although ;^539. 19s. was 
expended upon it. The shields of arms of Maynard and Hele, 
much of the old wood- and stone-work was destroyed, and 
especially the iron-studded door leading from the cloister 
shown in the drawings and engravings of Prout and others. 
Certainly the fabric needed attention, and on the whole the 
work of renovation was fairly well done, but unfortunately 
no care was taken to preserve the remaining interesting details 
of the seventeenth century, varnished pitchpine being a poor 
substitute for time-tinted oak. Within the last two or three 
years it has been thought well to do something to prevent what 
certainly looks dangerous — the further bulging out of the south 
front. This is only a temporary measure, and it is hoped that 
before long the governors will undertake the necessary work 
of taking down the -wall above the window and carefully 
replacing it stone by stone. 

On the south wall will be noticed a portrait of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, a copy of that presented by the painter to the mayor 
and corporation of Plympton in 1773. The following extract 
from the minute-book of the governors, dated. 20 April, 1872, 
tells the story of this copy : — 

**The Clerk having read a letter addressed to the Trustees by 
Mr. John Humphry Jones and Mrs. Elizabeth Paget Faithorne 
offering in the names of themselves and other members of their 
family, as requested by the late Miss Maria Jones of Plympton, 
a portrait of Sir Joshua Reynolds copied by Miss Jones from 
the original portrait formerly in the possession of the Mayor 
and Corporation of Plympton: Resolved that the Trustees do 
accept the same and that the picture be kept suspended in the 
schoolroom in the hope and expectation that being seen daily 
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by the scholars it may serve to remind them of one who, born 
in Plympton and educated at this school, attained the highest 
position in this country in his profession of an artist, and who 
(rendered famous by his high attainments) may serve as an 
illustrious example of the success which invariably attends 
the pursuit of knowledge coupled with industry and persever- 
ance. 

" Resolved further that the best thanks of the Trustees be 
given to Mr. Jones and the other owners of the portrait for 
their kindness and consideration in presenting the same, and 
that they be informed that in the event of any material altera- 
tion being made in the scheme for the management of the 
school which in the opinion of the Trustees may appear to 
be at variance or inconsistent with the object for which the 
portrait has been presented the Trustees will consider them- 
selves under an obligation to return the portrait to the 
donors. 

'' Resolved further that a suitable Tablet be provided and 
fixed underneath the portrait (under the superintendence of 
Mr. Buller) with an inscription stating in addition to the name 
of Sir Joshua Reynolds the dates of his birth and death, and 
recording the fact of his education in this school, and of the 
presentation of the portrait by the family of Miss Maria Jones." 

In 1869 a part of Marsh Orchard, on the eastern side of the 
school buildings, was bought for the purposes of playing 
grounds, and in 1873 the remainder of the same orchard was 
bought, costing about ;Ci25o in the whole. 

As regards elementary education, in the year 1844 a district 
National School was founded for the parishes of Plympton 
St. Maurice and Plympton St. Mary, called the Plympton 
St. Mary and Plympton District National School, established 
at Ridgeway, the building wherein the same was conducted 
being at Ridgeway and maintained by voluntary contributions. 
In 1868 it was found desirable to have separate schools for each 
parish, and the money in the hands of the trustees was divided 
in due proportion and new buildings were erected. In Plympton 
provision for a mixed school for one hundred and forty children 
was made, and the building was erected from the plans of 
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Mr. James Hine, F.R.i.B.A.y of Plymouth, Lord Morley, subject 
to the tenancy then existing, having given as a site a piece of 
land, then a garden, formerly a portion of the Castle Ditch. 
The cost was about ;C40o. 

In 1871, on the passing of the 1870 Education Act, it was 
necessary to enlarge the schools, which was done at a cost 
of about £200^ the whole of which was raised by voluntary 
contributions of the parishioners. Later other improvements 
were required and efifected, and in 1905, to meet the require- 
ments of the Education Committee of the county, further 
alterations were made, and a further considerable sum spent. 
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CHAPTER IX 
CHARITIES. DISSENT 

Sir Warwick Hele's gift— Benefaction boards in church — Mary Moulton's bequest 
and other donations — Courtenay's Almshouse — William Allen Kite's gifts — 
Dissent in Plympton — Dissenting chapels. 

THE earliest parochial charity is that of Sir Warwick 
Hele, of Wembury, who gave ;C20 to be employed to 
the use of the poor of this parish yearly for ever. The 
first mention of it is 21 April, 1685. ^ts. Mary Drake, who 
died in 1681, by her will gave ;C20 also for the use of the poor, 
which was paid by her executrix, Mrs. Bury. These moneys, 
it is supposed, are now represented by the two fields belonging 
to the parish — Waiver Wood, on the southern part of the 
Ridge road, and Palmer's Meadow. Waiver Wood came to 
the parish by exchange about the end of the eighteenth 
century. Belonging to the parish was an old house on 
Yeampston Farm, in Plympton St. Mary parish, then the 
property of John Spurrell Pode, and he proposed to give 
the field for the house. This was arranged with the parish 
officers, and the parish took the field and Mr. Pode pulled 
down the house, which was said to be very ruinous. No title 
deeds or conveyance passed, but in the chest at one time were 
some documents relating to the land. None are now to be 
found. In the old account-book is the entry in the year 1692 : 
^^ Delivered to ye Churchwardens 2 Writchings of ffrancis Corks 
house." This is apparently the Yeampston house. 

The practice during the early part of the eighteenth century 
was for the churchwarden for the year to have a sum of money 
— probably that left by Mary Drake — handed over to him 
to be accounted for with interest at 5 per cent at the end 
of the year. Elize Hele by his will left to the poor of Plympton 
Morris twenty shillings. 

352 
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From the benefaction boards in the church porchy on which 
is a list of the charities, we learn — 

^^ Mem: Anno Dam. 1687. 
"That M" Mary Moulton of this 
Parish, the Widdow of Edward 
Moulton Genf* out of her pious bounty 
Gave the rents of one field called Hilly Fi 
eld to the poor of this parish to be distr 
ibuted yearly on the 25 of December 
And also gave for ever the rents and 
profits of another field commonly called 
pryors park seituate in the Parish of Plyim 
ton St Mary unto the Minister & Poor of ye 
parish to be equally divided between them 
And did likewise give the rents and 
profits of another field commonly call 
ed Horsmans Meadow seituate within 
this parish unto the Ministere & Minis 
ters that shall actually serve the cure 
within this parish for ever." 

The Hilly Field was sold and the money invested in Consols. 
Horsman's Meadow was exchanged with Deeble Boger for 
Allan's Orchard and Meadow, and these were afterwards sold 
to Charles Reginald BuUer with Pryor's Park, then known 
as the Quarry Field, and Quarry for ;C500, which was also 
invested in Consols. 

" 1715 April i8th Memorandum that Mr Thomas Culme 
of Plympton St Mary was to possess and enjoy the field lately 
given by Mrs Molton to the Minister and Poor of Plympton 
for 21 years at 40/- per annum " (Church Minute Book). 

A donation was left to the poor by John Crook in the year 
1807. ^^ I* give unto the Church-warden and overseer for the 
time being of the parish of Plympton St Maurice and their 
successors the sum of Ten pounds upon the trust and for the 
purposes herein mentioned, that is to say upon trust to place 
out the same on good and su£Bcient security at interest and 
to pay apply and dispose of the interest which shall grow due 
and be received for the same in the purchase of bread and 
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distribute the same to the poor of the said parish annually 
at Christmas for ever." This is now held on an interest note 
of the Naval Bank in Plymouth. 

Captain Rawlin, of Plymouth, gave los. yearly to be 
employed for the use of the poor of the parish. This is paid 
out of landy or what represents it, in the hands of the trustees 
of the Orphans' Aid in Plymouth, and is remitted by their 
clerk. 

On 13 Aprily 1736, the Honourable Richard Edgcumbe, who 
was long and intimately connected with the town, repre- 
senting it in Parliament, and being also its Recorder, granted 
by deed to the Mayor, Bailifife and Burgesses of the Borough 
of Plympton Comitis a certain piece or parcel of ground which 
he had some time since purchased, ^^containing a quarter of an 
acre or thereabouts, situate in the parish of Plympton Maurice 
and abutting to the east on a Barn late belonging to John 
Marty n, Esqre., and on two yards or gardens thereto adjoining 
north on a field called Castle Hayes, then in the possession of 
George Treby, Esq., west on the Castle Hill and south on 
the way leading from the parish Church of Plympton Maurice 
aforesaid to the said Castle Hill, and upon which land he had 
at his sole cost and charges built a Messuage or tenement con- 
taining eight rooms and two sheds. The Mayor, Bailiffe and 
Burgesses, or the major part of them for the time being, were 
to hold the premises that they should and might from time 
to time and at all times thereafter put in to inhabit the said 
rooms any or either of them such or so many of the poor 
inhabitants of the parish of Plympton Maurice as they in their 
discretion should think fit, and at such times as they should 
think proper, and also might amove therefrom all or any or 
either of the said poor inhabitants so put into the said rooms 
any or either of them at their discretion, and so as might best 
answer the intention of the said Richard Edgcumbe in building 
and settling the said house, and might most conduce to ease the 
parishioners in the poor rates of the said parish, and to and for 
no other use, intent, or purpose." 

For nearly a century in this building, by permission of the 
Mayor, were lodged certain poor of the parish. In 1832 it was 
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The Black Pool, part of the Caatle Ditch, below the N.E. slope of the Mound, 

now filled up. 
The house on the left is the site of Courtenay's Almshouse, now Castle Cot. 



From a drawing by Samuel Cook. 1855. 
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used as a cholera hospital, and afterwards it was put under 
the control of the overseers, and it became the poorhouse 
of the place; and very badly it served the purpose, being 
often crowded, and frequently becoming the abode of dangerous 
lunatics and other undesirables. It has been handed down 
to us that it was a picturesque building with a turret, vane, and 
bell, and it was always known as the Almshouse. The vane 
was removed by the Mayor and Corporation some time before 
1800 and placed on the flagstafif on the Castle mound (see 
chapter 11); and it was, it would seem, appropriated by 
George Palmer, but was afterwards restored, as we have seen. 

When the new Poor Law Act (4 and 5 Wilh IV, c. 76) was 
passed and arrangements were being made for the building 
of the Union Workhouse, this building, having been used 
as the poorhouse, was deemed to be the workhouse of the 
parish, and it was resolved by the Vestry, 9 December, 1841, 
that the building known as the Workhouse, by the description 
of ''All that house and Garden adjoining called the Alms 
house consisting of eight rooms and two sheds," should be 
sold, and Richard Langworthy offering ;^ii5 for the property, 
the same was accepted at a Vestry held 12 May, 1842; and 
shortly after Mr. Langworthy applied to stop up the highway 
lying between the south-west corner of the Almshouse (which 
had been altered and converted into a dwelling-house) and the 
entrance to the Middle Castle Hayes, near Poundwell — a request 
which was granted. The altered building and dwelling-house 
was known as Castle Cot, and after Mr. Langworthy's time 
was occupied by the Rev. C. K. Williams, d.d., the then 
incumbent of the parish, the Misses Pode, and others, by 
whom it was altered and improved from time to time. It is 
now the property and residence of Mr. John V. Hatch. 

The following extract from the will of the late William Allen 
Kite, of Plympton, shows how he wished the interest of ;£^200 
left by him to be disposed of : — 

^M give and bequeath immediately after the death of my 
said Wife unto the Minister Churchwardens and Overseers 
of the Poor of the Parish of Plympton Maurice and their 
successors for the time being ;^200 stock £4. per cent Bank 
annuities upon trust to pay and apply the dividends or yearly 
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interest thereof in manner following that is to say to pay and 
apply the sum of ;f 2 : 2 : or part of the said dividends anniially 
to the Devon and Exeter Hospital provided my nephew Geo 
Mallet Scott is permitted the privilege of sending proper objects 
to the said Hospital in like manner as subscribers of the like 
sum : the sum of 10/6 other part of the said dividends annually 
at the Visitation court held at Plymouth in the County of 
Devon aforesaid to the widows of the Clergy of this diocese, 
and to pay and apply the rest of the said dividends in the 
purchase of bread which I direct to be distributed by the said 
Minister Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of the 
said parish of Plympton Maurice and their successors for 
the time being among such poor persons belonging to that 
Parish as they shall think proper one moiety thereof annually 
on the first day of January in every year and the other moiety 
thereof on Easter Sunday annually." 

This was to continue the donor*s custom, who in his lifetime 
used to distribute bread to the poor on the Feast of the Circum- 
cision, and at Easter according to a list ; and to this list after 
his death the parish officers adhered, filling up vacancies as 
they occurred. The Devon and Exeter Hospital refused to 
accept the conditions attached to the bequest, and the £2. 2s. 
has been, since the death of the testator, paid annually to the 
Plymouth Public Dispensary. The bread used to be placed 
in baskets in the chancel of the church on the days mentioned 
and distributed after the service, but this has been dis- 
continued for some years past, and the loaves are now given 
away by the rector and churchwardens at the Guildhall. 

The following is an extract from the will of Henry Hele 
Treby, late of Goodamoor, dated 12 December, 1866 (proved 
at Exeter 17 May, 1867):— 

^^ I also give and bequeath to the said Walter Hele Moles- 
worth and Henry Clark the sum of ;f 100 Consol** £3 per cent 
anns: out of such part of my personal estate as may be lawfully 
applied to Charitable purposes Upon trust to apply and 
appropriate the Dividends and any income thereof either in 
the purchase of Coals or blankets at the discretion of the 
Minister and Churchwardens for the time being of the Parish 
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of Plympton Maurice in the County of Devon or of the major 
part of them and permit such coals or blankets to be divided 
and distributed by the Minister and Churchwardens aforesaid 
among such poor persons resident in the said parish as the 
said Minister and Churchwardens or the major part of them 
shall in their judgment consider deserving objects of Charity. 
And I declare it to be my wish and intention that the dis- 
tribution of the said coals or blankets shall be made upon 
the nth day of December in every year (that being my late 
mother's birth-day) or if that day should happen to be a 
Sunday then upon the day immediately preceding." Henry 
Hele Treby died 3 April, 1867. 

Charles Reginald Buller, of this town, who died 22 April, 
1879, by his ^ill gave his shares in the Plympton District 
Hall Company and the Plympton Gas Company to the poor 
of Plympton ; and by a codicil he gave to the rector and 
churchwardens the sum of ;^8o free of legacy duty, the interest 
of which was to be annually distributed among deserving poor 
persons in the parish. The shares were sold by the executors 
and the proceeds invested in the purchase of ;f 124. 15s. 5d. 
Consols, and the ;^8o was invested in the purchase of ;^8i. 6s. 4d. 
Consols. For the administration of this charity a scheme 
was settled by the Charity Commissioners by which, with 
respect to the first-mentioned sum, it was provided that the 
rector and churchwardens should apply the income in sub- 
scriptions or donations in aid of funds of any provident club 
or society established for the benefit of the poor of the parish 
for the supply of coal, clothing, or other necessaries; and 
as to the ;^8i. 6s. 4d. that the dividends arising therefrom 
should be distributed by the trustees from time to time for the 
relief of such poor of the parish as in their discretion should 
be deserving. 

Admiral Sir Alexander Buller, g.cb., who died 3 October, 
1903, gave by his will £$0 free of legacy duty to the poor 
of the parish of Plympton St. Maurice. This has been in- 
vested by the Charity Commissioners, and the income is 
devoted to the purchase of blankets and serge for distribution 
among the poor. 

Reveirs gift was a sum of 4s. — a rent-charge payable in 
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respect of a field called Tierneys at Underwood, in the parish 
of Plympton St. Mary, but it has not been paid for a great 
many years, and is supposed to be irrecoverable. 

There is an annual sum of £2. 12s. called ^'a pension 
debenture for the Poor men of Plympton Hospital," subject to 
a deduction of 6s. 6d. for office fees, which is payable out 
of the Crown rents to the parish of Plympton St. Mary. 
There was some question as to whom this belonged, and at 
a Vestry held 8 December, 1853, it was resolved that the 
chairman be requested to write to the Office of the Woods and 
Forests to inquire whether the Commissioners could give any 
satisfactory reason why they consider that the pension to the 
poor of Plympton payable out of the Crown Lands belongs 
rather to the parish of Plympton St. Mary than to that of 
Plympton St. Maurice, and whether they have paid the pension 
for the year ending at Michaelmas last to the churchwardens 
of Plympton St. Mary. The answer does not appear on the 
minutes, but it would seem that the Commissioners considered 
the amount properly receivable by Plympton St. Mary : prob- 
ably, as it was payable to the poor of Plympton Hospital, it 
was considered to refer to the Magdalen House, and the Vestry 
acquiesced, although entertaining great doubt whether the said 
annuity was not originally intended for this parish. 

All the charities, except the bread on i January and Easter 
Day, are distributed on 1 1 December in each year. 

Except Rawlin's and Crook's gifts, the whole of the money 
belonging to the charities is held by the Charity Commis- 
sioners. 

In consequence of the conversion of stock into Consols, and 
the diminution in the rate of interest on Consols and in other 
ways, the annual income arising from these gifts is now much 
reduced. By a friendly arrangement between the rector and 
churchwardens and the Parish Council, the funds are for the 
most part administered by the rector and churchwardens and 
the trustees appointed by the Council jointly. 

Dissent does not seem to have flourished here. In 1619 
(24 May) we have an entry of the burial of Mr. Lawraince 
Abell, preacher of our town and of Plimpton St. Mary. We 
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have seen that John Williams was intruded, and that after he had 
been replaced he continued to live in Plympton. Calamy says 
that he was the minister to the congregation ; and it may have 
been so, for in the Registers he is described as Mr. John 
Williams, Minister. We cannot find that he was ejected. 
Abraham Bull had to make place for James Burdwood in, 
apparently, 165 1, and it would seem that James Burdwood 
(see chapter vi) was the immediate predecessor of Williams. 
In 1620, 21 February, the Register tells us that Emanuel, 
the son of Mr. John Corin, preacher, was baptized. In 1668 
there was a congregation here, and the Rev. John Searle, who 
in 1660 had been put in possession of Plympton St. Mary, was 
the minister. According to Calamy, he found such dilapidations 
that the repairs were more than the income he enjoyed, and 
being obliged to go in 1662, he found himself a loser of ;£^2oo. 
He then seems to have settled down at Exeter, where he got 
into trouble and suffered imprisonment for refusing the Cor- 
poration Oath, and afterwards was dependent for support on 
the kindness of his friends. In 1688 he returned to Plympton, 
having been chosen pastor by the Dissenting congregation 
here, probably on the death or removal of Williams. Searle 
remained here until his death in 1699 at the age of eighty-six. 
He was buried in the yard, and the entry in the Register is : 
** September 22 Mr. John Searle Minister of the presbettry.** 
We find from the Fox Memoirs that John Edmonds succeeded 
him. He was recommended by Jacob Sandercock as his 
successor at Plymouth. This was about 17 15. But this cause 
at Plympton did not last long. It is regretfully stated in 1798 
that for fifty years there had been no dissenting meeting 
there, and ^'that from a variety of circumstances the Gospel 
had been removed, the congregation altered, and the house 
sold." 

In 1798, 29 September, a place of worship for Dissenters was 
again opened in Plympton in connexion with the Independent 
congregation in Plymouth. We do not think this lasted long. 
In 1807, 19 July, it is stated that the Church was formed here 
by the Rev. Herbert Mends, of Plymouth. The chapel was 
that still existing in Longbrook Street. It and the adjoining 
property were purchased and a sum of money raised by 
mortgage of what was not required by the chapel. It was 
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used also a schoolroom by Jonathan Walters. In course 
of time, the land not occupied by the chapel was sold, and 
the chapel is now used by a body of Hyper-CalvinistSi but 
how transferred from the Congregationalists we know not. 

In 1868 a Wesleyan chapel, situate in the main thorough- 
fare of Ridgeway on the northern border of the parish, was 
opened. 
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CHAPTER X 

THE STREETS AND SOME OLD HOUSES, ETC. 

Town but little changed in course of years— Old Street in i4oo^Fore Street — 
Lonsfbrook Street— Church Street— Maud]3m Street— Long: Cawse — ^WooU- 
combe's House — Road House — The Great House and its owners — ^Whit^iaO — 
Decay of town — Much rebuilding: in sixteenth centuty — ** The Three Mariners** 
—The Commarket— Wells— Ballam's Brook. 

PLYMPTON in the course of centuries has changed but 
little. In 1400 we have a grant by Thomas John to John 
Williams, alias Wilky, and Margery, his wife, of the 
tenement with a garden adjoining in the High Street of 
Plympton Earl — 2 Henry IV, Wednesday before St Thomas 
the Martyr (D, 866, Cat, Anc, Deeds, Vol. Ill, p. 507)— and 
by a deed dated 1465, being a conveyance of two houses by 
Philip Luton to Richard Hart, we find the street behind the 
church was then called Old Street 

We extract from his rent roll the description of the pro- 
perties held by John Selman, a Plympton landowner, in 
1492 :— 

** Plympton Comitis. 

'^ Rentale Johannis Selman filii et heredis 
Willielmi factum in anno octavo Hen: 7. 

''Johannes tenet ibidem illud tenementum etgardinum que 
Willielmus Selman pater Johannis die quo obiit tenent in 
manibus ejus et redditus per annum xiij" et debet reparare 
dictum tenementum in omnibus sumptibus suis propriis et 
expensis. 

''Johannes Soper tenet ibidem unum orreum et unum 
gardinum in Elestrete^ que nuper David Drake postea Johannes 
Kerswyll tenuit et redditus per annum iij' iiij et debet reparare 
sumptibus suis propriis et expensis. 

» ? Old street. 
362 
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Old House at the Corner of Fore Street aod Longbrook Street. 



Old Houses^ Hanover Square, A.D. 1567. 
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^'Walterus Stoute tenet ibidem unam tenementum et red- 
ditus per annum ix* et predictus Johannes debet reparare 
sumptibus suis propriis et expensis. 

'^ Johannes Trebye tenet ibidem unum clausum terre voca- 
tum le Noble Park et redditus per annum vj*. viij^. 

''Johannes Horswyll tenet ibidem unam peciam terre jacen- 
tern in boriali parte nuper Ricardus habuit in Elestrete et 
redditus per annum xx*. 

'' Nicolaus Qerlc tenet ibidem unum orreum et unum gardi- 
num in oriental! parte Capelle Sanctorum Mauricii et Thome 
et redditus per annum iij*. iiij^. 

''Humfredus Pastone tenet ibidem unum tenementum et 
redditus per annum vi' viij^ et predictus Johannes Selman 
debet reparare dictum tenementum in sumptibus suis propriis 
et expensis. 

'^Johannes Appuldore tenet ibidem certas terras et redditus 
per annum ij*. 

'^ Unum messuagium et unum gardinum jacentia in oriental! 
parte Capelle Sanctorum Mauricii et Thome que nuper Willie- 
lums Weryn ibidem tenuit ad valentiam per annum xvj" 
remanet in manibus domini. 

'^Unum tenementum quod Ricardus Pollard nuper tenuit 
remanet in manibus domini ad valenciam per annum xvj". 

Summa xliij*. x^. 
<< De quibus debet solvere annuatim Ballivis et Communi- 
tati Burgi de Plympton Comitis de capitalibus redditibus pro 
predicto tenemento Walteri Stoute vjK viij^. 

^* Et eisdem Ballivis et Communitati Burgi de Capitalibus 
redditibus pro omnibus predictis residuis terris et tenementis 
xxij». 

''Et predictis Ballivis et Communitati Burgi de pro amer- 
ciamentis ij curiarum ibidem per annum non faciendis vj*. 

''Et heredes Ricardi Proe de quodam annuo redditu exeunte 
per annum de predicto tenemento quod Humfredus Pastone 
tenet vjK "Summa Omnium Capitalium reddituum 

"ix»." 

The greater part of this property seems to have been east of 
the church and near it. The name of the field Noble Park 
still remains. 
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The town consists now, as it always has, of a long thorough- 
fare running from east to west, with another street at the head 
or eastern end at right angles to it* The main street is High 
Street, or Fore Street, and the road from Whitehall — now Erie 
Hall — on the south to the boundary of the parish on the north, 
opposite the George Hotel, is made up of three streets— the 
lowest the Parade, or Longbrook Street ; the middle portion, 
from the intersection of Fore Street to the north-eastern corner 
of the churchyard. Old Street; and the northern portion 
Maudlyn Street, so called from the Lepers' Hospital being 
at the top in the road leading from Ridgeway. All these 
names are ancient Just opposite the rectory, where Church 
, Street opens into Fore Street, was the Market Cross. Church 
Street leads into Old Street, and Sugar Lane leads from 
Church Street westward of the churchyard into the road north 
of the church, running from the Castle to Old Street. The 
road opposite, running at right angles to Old Street eastwards, 
is an ancient roadway called the Long Cause, with a raised 
footpath on the northern side. This was a pleasant place, and 
much resorted to for walking and recreation, the trees being 
planted by the Trebys at the same time they planted the 
Castle trees, and was carefully looked after by them and the 
Corporation. Of late years it has been neglected and allowed 
to biecome untidy and disorderly. On the southern side there 
is a large tank or reservoir, now disused, in which water was 
collected for flushing the streets of the town. Another ancient 
thoroughfare is that known as Castle Lane, leading from the 
main street by the Guildhall to the Castle. Until recent years 
the last house in the street westward was one occupied up 
to about i860 by Richard Balhatchet, which was then taken 
down and the site thrown into the grounds of the house known 
as The Lodge, built about the year 1840 by William Hooke. 
A little further westward, on the south side of the road 
leading towards Underwood, is a row of very old cottages 
called Mitchelmores. There were also some old cottages on 
the left leading from Ingram Shute to Windmill Cross and 
White Cross, which have been altered and converted into 
one, which also now belongs to The Lodge. But the borough 
boundaries, as we have seen, extended much further, and 
that part of the town beyond where the houses stopped. 
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and through Underwood, to the extent of the boroug^h, was 
called Plympton West. A field at the right-hand corner of the 
road before ascending the hill at Underwood is called Alms- 
house MeadoWy but we have not been able to trace its history 
or to ascertain that the field ever belonged to any charitable 
foundation. The most definite reference to it is in the Perambu- 
lations of 1759 and 1817, where it is clearly stated that there 
was formerly an almshouse on this spot of land belongin^^ to 
the borough (see chapter ix). Courtenay's Almshouse was 
situate in another part, near the church. 

The houses east of Castle Cot are some of the oldest 
remaining in the town. The block is called Hanover or 
Hannaford Square; they have sufifered much of late years. 
With the thatched roofs, the latticed windows and projecting 
porch, and rough-cast fronts, they presented in past years 
a very different and much better appearance than they do now. 
Apparently their date is 1567, there being a stone, not tn siiu^ 
built into a wall with this date. Beyond these westwards was 
Martyn's barn, and Elford the wheelwright had his workshop, 
and here were also stables belonging to White. All these 
were purchased by Dr. Williams, and the stable and garden 
of Castle Cot built and laid out by him thereon. 

Passing thence and turning to the north, we find ourselves 
in the road leading from the church towards the Great 
House. There were, before Plympton House and grounds 
were laid out by Lord Chief Justice Sir George Treby and 
his successor, houses on either side of this road, which was 
called Maudlyn Street. Sir George had for some time before 
his death been acquiring land from different owners in this 
neighbourhood for the purpose of erecting a mansion, 
which he decided on building near the place of his birth 
(which was, we believe, the old house of the manor of 
Plympton Grange, where his father, Peter Treby, had lived), 
and had formed plans for the laying out of grounds and the 
erection of the house on the cleared site ; but at the time of 
his death in 1700, at the age of fifty-eight, he had made but 
little progress with the actual building. His son George, after- 
wards Secretary for War and a Privy Councillor, was a boy 
of sixteen when his father died, and as soon as circumstances 
permitted the unfinished work was taken up by him. The 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



1^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE STREETS AND OLD HOUSES 367 

building appears to have been carried on under the direction 
of a relative, William Woollcombe the younger, an attorney 
and scrivener of Plympton ; and the young man's cousin. 
Colonel George Treby, had much to do with it, giving orders 
and providing Mr. Woollcombe with money, which was dis- 
bursed in payments to labourers, masons, and carpenters, and 
for the purchase of material. 

This Colonel Treby was a son of James Treby, a brother 
of Sir George Treby. His portrait is in the Guildhall. The 
house was built of brick and Portland stone. Many of the 
bricks used, more especially those of the boundary walls and 
the walls of the gardens, were made in the place, good clay 
being found in a field east of Longbrook Street. The house 
was completed about 1720, in which year the stables were 
finished, and there are charges for work about grass-walks, 
planting trees, etc. We find from an account given us by 
the late Henry Hele Treby that from 24 July, 1720, to 24 
December, 1720, Woollcombe received ;fi374. ^3S« and ex- 
pended ;f 1313. 5s. 7d. 



1730 



ACCOUNT NO. 19 



W Woollcombe jun' to The Honble George Treby Esq'* 
jy brought from Day Book from 24 July 1720 to 24 day 
of Dec' 1720 
July 25 To cash rec* of ColloneU Treby for which I 

gave my receipt 206 00 00 

Aug* „ do rec^ of M" Phillips for my bill on M^ 

Turbill payable to M' La3rton Kirke for 200 00 00 

Sept: 19 „ do rec^ of Coll: Treby as by receipt for 100 00 00 

38 „ d* rec* of him as by receipt for . . 100 00 00 

Oct: 3 „ d^ rec^ of him as by recdpt for . 084 00 00 

23 „ d<* rec^ of M' Morris for my bill on M' 

Turbill for one hundred pounds . . • 100 00 00 
„ d<* rec^ of M' Israel Alford for my bill on 

Mr Turbill for 050 08 00 

25 „ do rec^ of M' James Young for bill on M' 

Turbill for 250 00 00 

Nov: 27 do ly rec* of M' Phillip Avent for my Bill on 

M"^ Turbill for 034 00 11 
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Dec: i8 „ „ Rec* of M' Croker for my bUl on M' 

Turbill for 200 00 00 

More by ye Bill on Mr Gremige . 050 00 00 



1374 13 00 



1730 Weekely Disbursments to Labourers 

Aprill 3W* From 3"* of Aprill (w° y*" Honn'^ had my last 
acco^) to 25*^ June following being 12 
weekes as by Butter's severall receipts . 013 04 oj 
July 30 To Butter the first weeks Bill by Collonel 

Treby's order as by receipt . . . 014 05 00 
To him more from 30 July to 26 Nov when 
Collonel Treby went for London being 
Seaventeene weekes as by the severall bills 

& receipts 170 03 o| 

To Mr. Parker & Robert Squier (Butter being 
dischar'd) from 26*** November to 24*** De- 
cember being fower weekes as by receipts . 008 15 06 
Sept: 3 To W°» Veale in full of his Contract for 

Masonary Work on the stable • . . 021 00 00 
Dec' To d^ for working portland Stone to this day 

settled & measured by Mr Parker . . 012 16 oij 
To Joseph Ward (Carpenter) att severall tymes 
in full for his contract for building the stable 

as by receipt 080 00 00 

23* To him more for eight weekely notes for work 
done (exclusive of stable contract) seen and 
allowed by Collonel Treby or Parker. . 021 09 00 
To him more for planeing Deale Boards as 

by Bill p used and signed by Parker . • 008 01 06 
do To him more now and formerly for weekely 
subsistance on his contract with M' Parker 
for sawing and frameing Roofes floors and 
partitions & cutting downe ye trees at 
Southwood Hill as by receipts . . 026 00 00 

July 30 To Edward Wills for ffright of 67 tun of 

Portland Stone att *f ye ton . . . 023 09 cx> 
Aug^ 24 To Jonathan Jervise for freight of 29 tun d^ • 010 03 cx> 
26 To John Bartlett for fright of 31 tun & fower 

ffoot A^ 010 18 09 
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To John Moon 2 Bills examined by Coll 
Treby for work done by his servant & horses 
from 9*** January 1718 to 3^ August 1730 . 018 13 7^ 

To him more from 3 August to 24 Dec' foK 

lowing for weekely work as by Bills & rec^ 039 13 3 

To Elisha Liscumbe for weekely worke by 

himselfe servants & horses from 10 June 

1720 to 24^^ December following as by bills 037 06 05 

Dec: 24 To John Moon & Elisha Liscomb for drawing 

175 tun of stone & tymber as by note signed 

by Mr Parker 052 10 00 

d^ To James Brooking for weekely Bills for work 
done on the stable from 8^ August 1720 to 6 
Dec' following as by bills .... 020 19 2 

To Samuel Daw (painter) two bills for Lynsid 
Oyle & prymeing as by Bills . . . ooj 09 10 

To John May two Bills for ropes for scaffolds 002 12 6 
22*^ 7 ber To David Cole two several Bills of board 

Elme examined & signed by parker . • 050 10 05 

To Brusey & Daw for a floor cloth by Coll 
Treby's order for y* parlour . . . 005 05 o 

To John Brusey (Bargeman) for bringing 
Boards from Plymouth to Crabb Tree as by 

bills 003 12 6 

7 ber 5^ To M' Henry Brusey 2 Bills for Ljrme yused 

by M' Parker 032 15 10 

To Towsan (a smith) 2 Bills for Nailse . . 002 02 06 
16*^ To Richard Lavers 5 severall Bills brought by 

M' Parker for worke done • . . . 009 17 11 J 

To W"* Crew (Mason) for weekly subsistance 
money from lo*' Sept 1720 to 24 Dec' fol- 
lowing as by his receipts . . . 056 18 03 

To John Newick for making 61883 bricks att 

14' per thousand 044 02 ij 

To him more by Articles & Parker's direction 
for tumeing 800,000 of Earth att 6^ ye 

thousand 020 00 00 

24 To M' Edward Jervise of Plym<> a Bill for 

Boards 038 08 00 

To John Searle of Plymouth a Bill for Iron 

worke bought by Parker . • . • 018 02 09 

2 B 
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8 ber 8^ To W°» Veale A note for work done about 

Chymneys in Dwelling house . . coo ii 04 

do To cash paid M' Parker by y' Order . . 020 00 00 

To M" Harding of Dock 2 Bills of Bricks 

delivered at Crab Tree examined by Parker 078 09 00 

7^ To John Hicks a bill examined by the G>11 . 005 04 10 

To Richard Gullett for 200 of lathes . • 000 iij 08 

To Brusey for a boatload of Sand . . 001 07 00 

13 To John Ball for the tiling the shade^ . . 001 02 06 

To Robert Lucas for helling stones for the 

stable 005 19 03 

To Lawrance Browneing for a pump . . 003 04 03 
To Edward Arscott for Nailes bought by 

Butter 000 05 10 

29 To Collonell Treby as by receipt . . . 11 1 19 06 

31 To Brusey A bill for Ireworke from Parker . 001 15 11 

9 ber 13 To Thomas Holton A note of Hjrme yused by 

Coll Treby 004 03 04 

17 To John Hicks a bill for 3 paire of wheeles . 010 00 03 
Dec: 5 To John Searle of Plymouth Another bill for 

Irework allowed by Parker • . . 047 17 00 
To Thomas Stiddiford for gathering young 
trees & cutting states in Chaddlewood 

wood 000 09 00 

22 To Richard La vers a bill for work done. . 001 13 01 
To Austyn a sadler for harnesse &c . 003 05 06 

do To Wannell of Plymouth for nailes & spukes 

seen & allowed by Parker .... 025 04 00 
To John Stout (Carpenter) for cuting compass 

stuffe for garden & cellar stairs • . 000 12 08 

24 To Robert Butter for lyeing the grass walkes 
in Wilderness & planting Trees satt to 
him by Collonel Treby • . • . 005 00 00 
To Creese the paver for paveing the stable by 

contract w*** Coll Treby . • . . 002 la 06 
To d^ for kiding^ out & paveing the outside 
gutters of stable by agreement w^ Parker . 000 xa 06 



^ Shade, le. shed. 



^ Shade, le. shed. 

' Kidding, i.e. securing loose soil by means oikidst or faggots. 
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To John Watts att several! Tymes & now in 
full of his Contract with Collonell Treby for 

fynishing the deches 042 00 00 

37 Dec: To M' Henry Brusey for three hotes of Lyme 

yused by Parker in full to this day . . 018 10 06 

To Arthur Mosey for drawing- from South- 
wood 69 tun of Tymber measured by Parker 
and Ward att 10^ per tun .... 034 10 00 

To him more for one & twenty days worke 
done last sumer by himselfe & Svants att /6^ 
a day 006 06 00 

To him more for makeing up 500 Tale of 
wood of y^ Tops of Trees at Southwood at 
/2^ per tale 004 03 04 

To him more for Oates bought & three days 
work for himself & horses carrying states 
& trees 001 06 4 



I3I3 


5 


7 


1374 13 


II 


0061 


8 


4 



ly as by receipts 
D^ to ballance • 

It certainly was not an ideal site for the residence of a 
family of wealth and importance, as it was almost in the 
midst of a little town, with grounds small in area and sur- 
rounded by roads. Indeed, so poor was the approach that 
it was the intention of the Honourable Greorge Treby to 
form another wide road from the western entrance through 
the Castle Hayes fields into Dark Street Lane, but he died 
before this could be carried out, and his successors allowed 
things to remain as they found them. The Honourable George 
Treby died 7 March, 1741, leaving two sons— the eldest, 
George, and George Hele, a colonel in the Guards and 
M.P. for Plympton — both of whom died without legitimate 
issue. Plympton House and the other Treby property, which 
was very extensive, descended to the three sisters of Colonel 
George Hele Treby as co-heiresses — Charity, the wife of Paul 
Ourry Ourry ; Dorothea Juliana, the wife of Edward Drewe ; 
and Anne, the wife of Benjamin Hayes. Plympton Great 
House and its surroundings on partition came to Mrs. Charity 
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Ouriy, whose son Paul took the name of Treby. Early in the 
nineteenth century, we believe, on the death of his mother, 
Mrs. Charity Ourry, in 1805, Mr. Paul Ourry Treby removed 
to Goodamoor, in Plympton St. Mary parish, where Mrs. Ourry 
had lived for many years; and Plympton House was let to 
different people for short periods. Among other tenants, it is 
said that the Duke of Devonshire occupied it for some little 
time, but it soon fell into disfavour, and for forty years it was 
unoccupied. A Dr. Duck then became the tenant, using it as 
a private lunatic asylum, for which purpose it has been used 
ever since. In 1876 it was sold by those members of the Treby 
family — children of Paul Ourry Treby — in whom it had become 
vested, to Mr. Copleston Lopes RadclifiFe, whose intention 
was to demolish the house and to lay out the grounds and 
adjacent lands as a building estate. He died, however, before 
he was able to do anything in this direction, and the whole 
of the property was sold by his son, Mr. Copleston Lopes 
Pollexfen Radcliffe, to the present owner. Dr. Charles Aldridge. 
The house has several fine rooms, some of which are now 
divided up ; the hall and staircase are spacious and well 
proportioned. 

We have seen that Old Street is the road behind — east of— 
the church, which runs southwards and connects Maudlyn 
Street with Longbrook Street. In Old Street are the Grammar 
School and master's house, a description of the buildings con- 
nected with which we have given in the history of the 
foundation in chapter viii. 

We now reach Longbrook Street — otherwise the Parade — on 
either side of which are old houses. At the bottom on the 
eastern side stood a house called Longbrook House, demolished 
about 1870, when the late Charles Reginald Buller erected 
stables on the site. Just opposite was a residence called White- 
hall, occupied in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries by 
the Horsmans and the Palmers. On the death of John Palmer, 
about 1800, the house became the property of John Boger, who 
and whose son, Deeble Boger, lived there until about 1850 ; and 
soon after Charles Reginald Buller bought the house and 
grounds, and made considerable additions to the former, con- 
verting the old house into kitchens and o£Bces. Under the 
will of Charles Reginald Buller the property passed on the 
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death of his widow to his nephew, then Captain Buller, the late 
Admiral Sir Alexander Buller^ g.c.k.b., who, in 1899-1900, 
improved and added very considerably to the house, which 
is now known as Erie HalL Erie Hall is, with one exception, 
the last house on the southern side of the parish. The 
exception is the small farm-house known as Waiver Wood, 
on the hill further east on the boundary of Brixton parish. 

We now pass from Longbrook Street into Fore Street. 
Until a few years ago a very ancient house stood at the south- 
eastern corner, of which we give an illustration. Opposite is 
a house in the front of which has been fixed a piece of an old 
wooden cornice or string-course — fifteenth-century work. On 
the other side of the street is Road House, now the rectory of 
the parish. Before the Reformation it was held by the priory 
of St. Germans, and its rents were appropriated for the support 
of a chaplain in Plympton St Maurice. As we shall see, it 
was leased to Christopher Marty n in 1586, and, we believe, 
built or rebuilt somewhere between 1590 and 1600 by Emanuel 
Snelling, a brother of Thomas Snelling, of Chaddlewood, who 
was a resident of Plympton, and, as younger sons in those days 
frequently were, a tradesman, carrying on business in the 
town. He was twice Mayor of Plympton, and died in November, 
1624. His memorial stone, described in chapter v, is now 
lost. 

Between the dates we have mentioned a considerable portion 
of the town of Plympton must have been entirely rebuilt. 
With but one or two exceptions, every old house or building 
in the place proves to be of this date, and it is not easy to say 
what was the cause of this extensive restoration. Things had 
evidently been going badly in Plympton from the time of the 
dissolution of the great Priory hard by, which, no doubt, had 
given it much of its former prosperity ; but the townsfolk now 
aided in the destruction of the buildings, and found in the dis- 
used and neglected monastery a quarry with stone therein ready 
cut to hand, and to be had, probably for the purpose of clearing 
the ground, for the trouble of carrying away. And this 
advantage they availed themselves of unsparingly, and used 
these stones in the building of their new houses ; and Mr. 
Emanuel Snelling had his full share, and laid the foundations 
of his house in part with the bases of the piers of the Norman 



Digitized 



by Google 



374 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

church (one of which in fair preservation, as well as some 
window tracery, was for some time to be seen in the rectory 
garden, but which has now been used in the foundations of the 
churchyard cross), and found, as his neighbours did, a source 
of profit and convenience in the property of the canons of 
Plympton. 

Spelman might have used Plympton in his '' History and 
Fate of Sacrilege" to point his moral, for not only did the 
Plymptonians help in the downfall of the great religious house 
to their injury, but they used the materials of the edifices in 
building mansions, which they hoped would last and which 
would conduce to the prosperity and adornment of the town. 
But the hope was vain. The men of Plympton had to learn 
that their welfare was not to be promoted by such means. 
Their town decayed as did their buildings, and the end of the 
nineteenth century saw the last of the few remaining fragments 
of these houses raised with stolen spoil. 

Emanuel Snelling's house was, we think, built in the shape 
of the letter L, with the lower limb to the left instead of to the 
right, the upper wing running parallel to the street, the other 
at right angles to it; and here the builder lived and died. 
His son Thomas, and his wife Margaret — a Fortescue — ^then 
occupied the house ; and on the death of their only daughter 
Margaret (father, mother, and daughter all died within a few 
months of each other), it apparently descended with other 
property to the issue of Jane Snelling, who had married 
Christopher Martyn, of Plymouth, and her descendants. There 
is, we have heard, a tradition that this Christopher Martyn 
built the house of which we are writing, but we do not think 
this possible, for Margaret Snelling did not die until 1670, 
and therefore it would not have come into his possession or 
that of his wife until after this date. He may have made some 
alterations. But there is probably some confusion here with 
an earlier Christopher Martyn, who, in the reign of Elizabeth, 
obtained a lease for forty years from Lady Day, 1586, of this 
house and land with other property. It was Church property, 
and became vested in the Crown as part of the possessions 
of the Priory of St. Germans, Cornwall. When leased to 
Christopher Martyn it was described as one tenement and 
garden with the appurtenances in Plimpton Morris in the 
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County of Devon, formerly in the tenure or occupation of John 
Watts or his assigns, and now or late in the tenure or occupa- 
tion of Christopher Martyn or his assigns, parcel of the lands 
and possessions of late given and assigned for the sustenance 
of a chaplain (capellanus) in Plimpton Morrys aforesaid, 
yearly rent xxvj* viij**.^ 

It may be that the Snellings were tenants of the Martyns ; 
they having acquired the fee, or it may have been that 
the Snellings had the fee subject to Martyn's lease, but we 
have had no opportunity of making the necessary search. 
It was, no doubt, a part of what was given for the stipend 
of the chantry priest of the chapel of St. Maurice. The whole 
of the property of Christopher and Jane Martyn was very 
extensive, and, we believe, included that descending from 
Snelling. The Plympton house was inherited by his son 
John, and was settled on the marriage of the only son of the 
latter, John, with Anne Walrond in 1706. John Martyn lived 
in this house for a while, but subsequently (probably on the 
death of his father) he took up his residence at Chaddlewood. 
The house was then described as ''All that capital Messuage 
or Mansion House and all those gardens and orchards there- 
unto belonging or commonly enjoyed with the same in 
Plympton Erie aforesaid," and at one time it was tenanted 
by Mary Fortescue. John and Anne Martyn had two daughters 
— ^Anne, afterwards the wife of John Trevannion, and Mary, 
afterwards the wife of Elford Sparke, attorney, of Plympton. 
On the death of their father, intestate, these two ladies became 
possessed of twenty-four messuages, ten stables, twenty-four 
courtlages, twenty-four gardens, thirty orchards, and two 
hundred acres of land in the parishes of Plympton St. Maurice 
and Plympton St. Mary, besides other property. The Sparke 
family seem to have then occupied the house for some years, 
and we believe that it was by them that the older portion 
parallel with the street was pulled down, and the front part, 
which has been retained in the recent alterations, laid out and 
erected early in the eighteenth century, probably between 1720 
and 1730. 

After the Sparkes came James Webb, who bought the 
property from them, and during the remainder of the eighteenth 

* Parian for Leases, various counties : Ump, Elix. Roll la. 
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century we find the house occupied by several tenants — 
Garland Langworthy, Frederick Leman Rogers, Sir F. L. 
Rogersi merchants of Plymouth and Plympton (ancestors 
of Lord Blachford), William Elford, the Rev. Philip Mayow. 
Mn Thomas Lane, of Coffleet, was the owner for a short 
time, but in 1799 he sold it to Mr. Samuel Archer, who resided 
there until his death in 1822. His daughter Anne seems 
to have occupied the house until her marriage in 1823 to 
Dr. Davie, when Mrs. Yonge became tenant. It was sold 
in 1826 to William Augustus Gott, who, after living in it for 
a little over five years, sold it to Knightly de Musgrave Clay, 
and Mrs. Grace Nicholas rented it from him. The late G^rge 
William Soltau then bought it, in 1834, but the same year sold 
it to John Ingle, who lived in it for several years, and was 
succeeded by the late General Clarke and his widow. To the 
representatives of John Ingle (subject to a life interest created 
by his will) it belonged up to the time of its sale to the 
Ecclesiastical Commission as the parsonage. The money 
required was raised by subscriptions, supplemented by grants 
from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and Queen Anne*s 
Bounty. It is remarkable that after an alienation of three 
hundred years the property should again be secured for Church 
purposes. 

Opposite the rectory is a good house, which formerly bad 
welMaid-out gardens and grounds at the rear. It was for 
some time occupied by William Allen Kite, to whom reference 
has been made in a former chapter, and later by the Rev. 
George Mallet Scott and his widow and relatives. On the 
death of M^s. Scott the house was sold and portions of the 
land disposed of to various persons. There is in it a room 
the walls of which are covered with leather, stamped in patterns 
and gilded, said to be Spanish. The front rooms of the upper 
floor project into the street, being supported upon masonry 
columns of limestone. It is said— and probably with truth — 
that the whole of the houses on this the north side of the 
street were built in this way, having built-up piers of squared 
stone as here, some with granite monoliths, of which examples 
remain, and some of wood. There are but a few now left ; one 
was destroyed as lately as 1903. Prince William Henry Duke 
of Clarence, afterwards William IV, was fond of dancing, and 
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Old Houses in Fore Street, now destroyed. 
Below are the details of the ornamental Slating. 
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when with his ship at Plymouth used to come to the balls at 
Plympton, held in the Guildhall, and then important functions 
and well attended. He slept in one of the houses over the 
pent-house. The street in former times must have been a 
picturesque one, and a few years ago even it presented a much 
more pleasing aspect than at present. Then several houses had 
their fronts hung with slate cut into various devices, the six- 
teenth-century house at the east, of which we have before spoken, 
forming an agreeable object at the termination of the street — 
then much more narrow than at present ; and the house on the 
south side, which was built with cut stone of varying tints from 
the Priory, giving a pleasant tone and colour. But stucco has 
done its worst, and the appearance of the street now is not Car 
removed from the commonplace, although the eye still rests 
with pleasure upon the old gabled house of the Woollcombes 
and the portico of the Guildhall. 

The markets used to be held in the open streets, and booths 
were erected on either side. On the north side was a house 
formerly belonging to the mayor and corporation, afterwards 
occupied by the Trebys ; it was called The Cage, and it was 
the prison of the town. When the alterations were made 
in the Guildhall in 1780 cells were constructed, and The Cage 
abandoned as a lock-up. It was then used as a store, and 
in it, after the close of the business on market days, the un- 
sold goods — principally earthenware — ^were deposited, to be 
brought out again to be offered for sale on the next fair day. 

In the house opposite the corn-market was held. This had 
been an important dwelling-house. On the ground floor, level 
with the street, was a room with a stone-vaulted ceiling and 
a central octagonal column supporting the same. Above were 
a spacious landing and good rooms. Some of the stones 
of the column may be seen in front of the two small houses 
which have taken the place of the old building. Many of the 
wrought stones from the Priory, of which the front of the 
house was built, have been re-used in the fronts of the new 
houses. The last occupant of this house was a Plympton 
notoriety. Cooper Anderson, who carried on his trade there, 
and who, in his later years, sat in the doorway and expressed 
to all who would listen to him his opinions of men and things, 
local and general, in unmeasured and unqualified terms. 
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The next house to be noticed is the gabled and wooden- 
fronted, high-roofed one below the one just mentioned on 
the same side, which has been occupied by many Plympton- 
ians whose names have come down to us. It is the house 
referred to in many documents as being in the Great Market 
Street of Plympton. William Woollcombe, attorney, before 
mentioned, occupied it at the end of the seventeenth century 
until his death. Before it came into Woollcombe's possession 
Thomas Lux owned it, he having purchased it, under the 
provisions of an Act of Parliament, of Guy's trustees. After 
Lux it was presumably sold to Edward Sparke, an attorney, 
descendant of the Sparke — the London linen draper — ^who pur- 
chased a good deal of Church property in the sixteenth century, 
among it the White Friars in Plymouth, and who and whose 
descendants resided in Plymouth and the neighbourhood 
through the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and even 
later. The house then came into the possession of Simon 
Hele, from whom William Woollcombe bought it. Ann 
Woollcombe, widow of William, succeeded her husband, and 
to her William, their grandson. At what time the business 
commenced we do not know, but for many years a brewery 
was carried on here, the extensive plant and cellars being 
on the land at the rear. This business came to an end some 
years since, and the buildings have been converted into 
cottages. Thomas Woollcombe conveyed the house to Joseph 
Hancock, whose daughters and co-heiresses sold it to Richard 
Jones, of Plympton, surgeon, who sold it to Robert Maddock, 
who and whose mortgagees sold it to Richard Crews, of whose 
children Henry Crews bought it, who devised it to his sons, 
who sold it to Elizabeth Hannah (now Elizabeth James), the 
present owner. The garden behind, and the orchard where 
the brewery buildings were, were known as Old Walls, and 
formerly belonged to Anthony Culme, then to William Wooll- 
combe, and afterwards to the same owners as the house, 
and now to Messrs. Holms, who bought them of the Messrs. 
Crews. 

Further down the street was the Mayoralty House — now 
Hoskins's, the ironmonger. Why so called we do not know, as 
it does not appear ever to have been connected with the Cor- 
poration in any way. 
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The house next is The Lodge, built about 1844. The gardens 
and land extend to the back lane, and were before the building 
of the house and the laying out of the grounds a tan yard, a 
business carried on from early times there, and in the eighteenth 
century by the Culmes (afterwards of Tothill, Plymouth), and 
the Weekes. Between the house of St. Maurice and The Lodge 
was a very old house with an orchard occupied by Balhatchet. 
This was taken down some years since, and the site added to 
The Lodge gardens. 

All the land in this immediate neighbourhood on this side, 
both in this parish and that of Plympton St. Mary as far east 
as **The Three Mariners," belonged to the Priory of Plympton, 
and afterwards to the Sovereign, who granted it with other 
land to John Howe, whose descendants John Grobham Howe, 
and Sir Scroope Howe, afterwards Baron Clenawly and 
Viscount Howe, disposed of it from time to time, and it 
became vested in various owners. 

The house formerly belonging to the Cholwich and Wood 
families — afterwards to the Jones family, more recently to 
Mr. George Miles, and now to Mr. Thorne— is, we believe, 
the house and tenement and garden in the High Street of 
Plympton Earl granted by Thomas John to John Williams, 
alias Wilky, and Margery his wife, on the Wednesday before 
the feast of St. Thomas the Martyr, 1400- 1. Later it was a 
tavern with the sign of "The Three Mariners." 

Next to this is a house called St. Maurice, one of the oldest 
residences in the town. It belonged to and was occupied 
by John Cranch, whose ancestors came from the neighbour- 
hood of Kingsbridge and Modbury, his father being Nathaniel 
Cranch, who was a clothier at Stokenham in 1692, and related 
to the well-known John Cranch. This Plympton Cranch be- 
friended Sir Joshua Reynolds, and his foresight and interest 
caused him to render the great painter a helping hand in the 
beginning of his successful career. Then we come to The 
Lodge, with its gardens before spoken of, and just below on 
the other side is the house built on the Redoubt — the Little 
Castle — ^formerly called Castle Hayes, now known as Castle 
Barbican, to which we have referred in chapter 11. 

In old deeds all beyond this, leading to Underwood, was 
described as Plympton West, but except Mitchelmore's 
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Cottages and the Almshouse there were no other buildings in 
the parish. The former are opposite the Little Castle. 

Turning up Dark Street Lane, and on the lefuhand side, 
there were a couple of very old cottages known in recent years 
as Aggy Watts' Cottages, now pulled down and the site in- 
cluded in the grounds of Sidney. Sidney was built about 
1800, and purchased by Admiral Zachariah Mudge, grandson 
of the well-known Dr. Zachariah Mudge, Prebendary of Exeter 
and Vicar of St. Andrew's, Plymouth, and is now the residence 
of their descendant, Mr. Arthur T. Mudge. 

Proceeding up Dark Street Lane we reach Ridgeway, and 
after passing the northern boundary of Sidney, the parish 
of Plympton St. Mary is on either hand. There has been 
some alteration here. No doubt the lane at the head has 
been widened, and the road diverted, with the result that the 
boundary now runs through private property. It may be that 
in earlier times the lane ran across above Sidney, leading out 
into Ridgeway below the houses west of the Wesleyan chapel, 
the chapel and these houses being in St. Maurice parish, 
the houses below in St. Mary's. Passing these we reach 
St. Stephens before mentioned, and from there the houses 
on the south side of Ridgeway are all in this parish. North 
of St. Stephens are the fields known as Castle Hayes, which 
were the Hayes — the enclosed lands — the pastures belonging to 
the Castle. Through them runs the ancient church path, now 
fenced with posts and wire. The trees on the left hand were 
planted by Mr. J. Martyn Andrew in 1898, when he bought 
the land and made improvements in front of his house, Ridge- 
way Lodge. 

At St. Stephens, which is on the northern edge of the 
parish, lived John Brackley, the donor of the south aisle and 
chapel of St. Maurice in the church (see chapters v and xii). 
To this house was appurtenant his private chapel dedicated 
to St. Stephen. Up to about 1830, as the late Rev. W. I. 
Coppard told us, there were some considerable remains of the 
ancient house and chapel, but there is little now left. 

Oliver states (^^Monasticon Dioc. Exon.," p. 130, note) 
that he has seen a grant in fee by the bailiff and commonalty 
of the borough of Plympton to John Tabyn (? Jabyn. There 
was Jabyn's chantry in the church of St. Andrew, Plymouth) 
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of their tenement ^^tn burgo de Pfymptan juxta capellam SancH 
Stephant cum iota terra eidem tenemento annexa.** For this he 
and his heirs were to pay sixteen pence per annum. Robert 
Glover, then steward of the borough, was a witness to the 
grant, which is dated *'apud Plympton die lune proxima post 
festum natvoUatis Dominie^^ 1462. Oliver says that the chapel 
is also mentioned in the Priory Rental of 1481, but we have 
not found the entry, and in the Rental of 1407-8 we do not find 
any reference to it. 

In our account of the manor we omitted to refer to the 
mills belonging to it. They were situated at the foot of the 
hill leading from Ridgeway through Mill Street to Bridge, in 
the parish of Plympton St. Mary. In an Act of Parliament, 
28 George II, for confirming the partition of the estates of the 
then late Mr. George Chudleigh, Bart, under which his 
daughter Mary, the wife of Humphrey Prideaux, became 
entitled {inter alia) to the same, we find the mills are described 
as All That one piece or plot of land or ground commonly called 
or known by the name of Earls, wherein certain Mills commonly 
called Earls Mills or the Manor Mills formerly stood, situate, 
lyi ng and being within the Parish of Plympton St. Mary, in 
the County of Devon, and part and parcel of the Castle 
Hundred or Manor of Plympton, and later in 1796, said to 
be bounded on the east by the land of Paul Treby, Esq., on 
the south by the Church path leading to and from the parish 
church of Plympton St. Mary aforesaid, on the west by 
a wall or gateway erected by William Warren next the waste 
of the said Manor or King's highway and a willow plot then 
in the possession of the said Paul Treby, and on the north by 
the bank of the said piece or plot of land or ground. 

In the early seventeenth century Rental (p. 27) the Manor 
Mills are said to be in decay, and they have long ceased to be 
of benefit to the tenants of the manor. They do not now 
belong to the lord of the manor, having been sold to William 
Warren, of Colebrook, and after belonging to various owners, 
are now the property of Mr. Charles Williams, but have not 
been used for many years as flour-mills. 

The well of St. Thomas is on the right hand of the road 
leading to the Path Fields; later it has been called Pound- 
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well. It was formerly at the bottom of a lane, but alterations 
have now placed it within a field. It was closed some years 
since by the Sanitary Authority. Another spring — Ingram 
Shute — is in the Back Lane leading from Plympton West to 
the top of Plympton Hill, White Cross. Its water is sup- 
posed to possess medicinal properties, and, in particular, 
bathing weak eyes with it is said to do much good. 

The brook at the back of the town, mentioned in Baldwin's 
Charter, was formerly called Ballam's, i.e. Baldwin's Brook. 
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CHAPTER XI 
TRADE, COMMERCE, POPULATION 

** PlymptOQ was a borougrh town when Plymouth was a vuzzy down " — Rise of 
Plymouth, decline of Plympton — ^Former importance — Visitors to the Priory — 
Early industries — Trade in rope-yam in 1277— Fairs and markets — ^Yearly fair 
at Underwood — Hele's standings in the Market Street — Present markets — 
Stannary courts — Chart of date 1550 (?) — Palmer's map and list of owners of 
land, 1793 — Census returns from 1801. 

WE have before shown that Plympton is a place of 
great antiquity, and of none of the many towns to 
which the old saying has been applied are the lines 
more true than that — 

Pl]rmpton was a borough town 
When Plymouth was a vuzzy down. 

In the sense that we now understand the meaning of borough 
town, this is not perhaps strictly accurate, for it was not 
until 1242 that Baldwin's Charter was given ; but that there 
was a governing body in the town long before, and that 
Plympton was the head place of the locality, is certain. Under 
the care of the prior and canons of the Augustinian Priory 
of the Blessed Mary and SS. Peter and Paul of Plympton, 
the little fishing village of Sutton, later growing into Ply- 
mouth, became an important town, the lords of the fee clearly 
seeing that a great future was before it. And this expected 
advance showed itself very soon, and while Plymouth rose 
Plympton went down. In 1346 the former sent no less than 
twenty-six ships to the siege of Calais, and when about a 
century after (1439) it obtained the Act incorporating it and 
the subsequent Royal Charter, its importance was recognized 
and its progress assured. 

But until the rising fortunes of Plymouth interfered with 
its welfare, Plympton was a busy centre and a flourishing 
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market town. We have seen that the tidal waters reached 
nearer the town in former days than they do now, and there 
is little doubt but that the main trafiSc between Sutton and 
Plymouth and Plympton was carried on by means of boat and 
barge. The Plym River spread more widely and the creeks 
were larger in medieval times than they are now, and althoug^h 
there were no doubt bridges of a kind and sort, and fords, the 
land journey from Plympton to Plymouth could not have been 
at all times safe or very convenient, or at any period so short 
a one as at present. 

The business carried on in Plympton in the past was very 
different from that now transacted there. The dwellers in the 
Castle and the religious at the Priory necessarily brought about 
their precincts a number of sojourners, visitors, and depen- 
dents, who benefited by their neighbourhood or enjoyed their 
hospitality. The warrior's armour required repair and adjust- 
ment, the lady of the Castle wanted trinkets and jewellery, 
the townsmen had need of things of use and luxury, while the 
canons and their servants and their frequent visitors had many 
needs, which the house itself and the many dwellers therein 
could not produce. No doubt there were skilled artificers 
within the walls of the religious house, but they alone were 
not able to supply the many demands of the priors' visitors, 
some of whom were princely and noble guests. The Charter 
of Baldwin in 1242 shows that the borough had from a very- 
early period markets and fairs, and by this charter the rights 
and privileges in connexion with them were confirmed to the 
burgesses, and the town was to have the same privileges as 
the city of Exeter, for it was then the custom for smaller 
towns to ask that they might have the same rights granted 
them as more important places enjoyed. We have shown 
in chapter iii what the population of the town probably was, 
and from the Subsidy Roll quoted it is clear that a good deal 
of business was transacted within it. We have seen another 
roll of somewhat later date, in which the occupations of some 
of the inhabitants are mentioned, and we find besides the more 
necessary ones of bakers and butchers that there were smiths, 
armourers, gold workers, and other craftsmen who carried 
on their work in the town. In the Charter of Elizabeth there 
is reference to the sale of wool and yarn, tallow, and meat. 
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In the registers we find the occupations of fullers, wool- 
combers, glovers, rope-layers, and worsted-combers mentioned. 
There must have been religious and trade guilds in the town 
in medieval times, but all record of them, as far as we know, 
is altogether lost In 1277 we find from a letter among the 
documents of the town of Bridport that hemp was grown at 
Bridport, and sent to Plympton to be made into rope-yarn. 
The document is of interest, and we give Mr. Riley's r6sum6 
of its contents.^ 

It is in Latin, written on parchment, and dated at Plympton 
on the Saturday after the Feast of St. Peter ad Vincula, 
5 Edward I, addressed to Richard de Ramesham and Nicholas 
Prickeny, bailiffs of Bridepord, by Michael de Langestone 
and John de Hokestone Bailiffs of the Borough of Plymptone 
enjoining them to admonish Robert Lautrepays to pay to 
John de Stodbury, their Burgess 3s. 8d. or else the hemp and 
cords which he agreed to deliver to him a fortnight before 
Michaelmas last: also to admonish David de Wynterburne 
** who is vulgarly called Davye" to satisfy the same John for 
eleven stone of hemp and cords which he covenanted to 
deliver at the preceding Christmas: the said David having had 
yarn to the value of 4s. 2d: and he to receive the rest when 
he has given satisfaction as to the said hemp and cords ; Also 
to admonish Robert Stok to give to the same John 12 
stone of cord which he ought to have delivered at the Nativity 
of St. John the Baptist he having received yarn to the amount 
of 5s. 6d. ; Also to admonish John le Cherwode to deliver four 
stone of cord which ought to have been delivered at Mid Lent 
he having received yarn to the value of 12 pence. They are 
also to know that the authorities of Plymptone have attached 
the boat of Richard Blanchard in their franchise and [will?] 
keep it until satisfaction has been made in the cases before 
mentioned. 

From this document it would appear that business was 
thriving in Plympton. Hemp was grown at Bridport, sent 
to Plympton to be worked up into rope-yarn, sent back to 
Bridport to be made into rope, and then returned to Plympton, 
probably for naval use, and from the number of debtors to 
the town of Plympton there must have been a good trade 

^ Report Hist MSS. Com., p. 489a. 
2 c 
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carried on. This industry must have continued for some 
time. 

In the election for members of Parliament of 25 July, 1702, 
it was objected that the mayor and aldermen had made a great 
number of freemen, residents of the city of Exeter and else- 
where outside the precincts of the borough, to exclude one of 
the candidates, Mr. Richard Hele, from being elected a 
burgess in Parliament (see chapter iv, p. 186 et seg.), and it was 
urged in reply that Plympton was anciently a town of good 
trade and commerce, but being of late years much fallen and 
decayed the mayor and aldermen could think of no better 
expedient to promote and revive a trade in Plympton than 
to invite some gentlemen of the city of Exeter into their 
society, thereby to gain a good correspondence in that opulent 
and trading city, and that this was the motive which chiefly 
induced the mayor and aldermen to make some of the city 
of Exeter men of great substance, employment, and trade, well 
affected to the Government, most of them merchants, and very 
necessary and useful in such a trading kingdom as that of 
England — free burgesses of Plympton. One of the witnesses 
called to support their action was Andrew David, who said 
that he was formerly a yarn-maker at Plympton, and that the 
Exeter men who had been made burgesses were great traders 
in the woollen manufacture, and they hoped that by making 
them there would be some advantage to the town in the re- 
covery of that trade, but on being asked to name such of them 
as were considerable traders in the woollen manufacture he 
was able to name one only. 

Although there were shops and permanent stalls or standings, 
markets and fairs were regularly held at which much business 
was done. The Charter of Elizabeth granted a weekly market 
on Saturday, and two fairs yearly, the one beginning on the 
Eve of the Ascension, the other on the Feast of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, both to last for two days after. But although 
there is no reference to them in Elizabeth's Charter, it would 
seem from that of William and Mary that by prescription in 
ancient days from time immemorial the borough had two other 
fairs, and this charter confirmed them and also gave two more, 
making six in all, and a Pie-powder Court was to be held 
during the time these fairs were being carried on. 
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Of late years there were only four regular fairs in the year, 
held on the Eve of St. Luke, the Festival of the Annunciation, 
Ascension-tide, and Midsummer. These were proclaimed with 
some ceremony, the mayor and aldermen attending in their 
gowns with the principal burgesses. There was also a yearly 
fair held at Underwood, part of which, as before shown, was 
within the borough, on the first day of July. The dates of 
these fairs were altered as time went on, and at the beginning 
of the nineteenth century the days were 25 February, 5 April, 
12 August, and 29 October, except when the day fell on a 
Saturday, Sunday, or Monday, when the market was held on 
the Tuesday following. The weekly market had been allowed 
to drop. These markets were held in the open street, and not 
only were oxen and sheep sold there, but there was a corn 
market, and all kinds of commodities, clothes, china, earthen- 
ware, and necessaries of various kinds were ofifered for sale. 
The house called The Cage was used for the storing of some of 
the things unsold, to be brought out again the next market 
day. Among other property conveyed to his trustees by 
Elize Hele were three standings in the Market Street of 
Plympton. 

For many years past these markets and fairs have been 
discontinued. The only market held now is a monthly cattle 
market on the first Monday in each month, which commenced 
about 1840. Until recently pens for sheep were erected in the 
Long Cause, and it is believed that when the chartered markets 
held in the narrow thoroughfare of the street became an annoy- 
ance to the public, the Treby family allowed sheep to be 
exposed for sale there probably by arrangement with the 
governing body, the mayor and corporation. This quasi- 
market was at first held in the wide open space known as the 
Long Cause and there was no great objection to it, but as time 
went on and a larger number of sheep as well as of horned 
cattle were brought, they overflowed into the main street, and 
the borough and parish officers have from time to time brought 
farmers and drovers before the magistrates for obstructing the 
highway, and have obtained convictions. As the holding of 
this market in a leading thoroughfare causes much incon- 
venience to the public, and as the requirements of the Board of 
Agriculture with respect to markets are not complied with, this 
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last vestige of the great markets and fairs of Plympton will 
probably soon vanish. 

Several industries formerly carried on in the town have now 
altogether disappeared. The most important of these were 
tan-yards and breweries. Modern modes of tanning and the 
rise of the great breweries in other parts of the country 
destroyed both these, and wool-combing, coopering, hat- 
making, and rope-making, all of which flourished here, no 
longer exist in the town or neighbourhood. In the eighteenth 
century peruke makers carried on a lucrative business. Very 
many cottages had hand looms, and the registers and those of 
the adjoining parish, have many entries in them referring^ to 
weavers. 

Plympton was one of the four stannary towns of Devon, 
the others being Ashburton, Chagford, and Tavistock. The 
stannators who formed the Tinners' Parliament or Convoca- 
tion were elected by the mayors or portreeves of these towns. 
When tin-mining was a flourishing industry large quantities 
of tin were brought from Dartmoor to the town, and the 
holding of the Stannary Court here also conduced to the 
prosperity of the place and the welfare of the dwellers in it. 

From the evidence furnished by documents it would seem 
that the palmy days of Plympton were in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries, but that there was considerable business 
of some kind carried on here down to the end of the eighteenth 
century. It was not only that Plymouth tradesmen, merchants, 
and professional men had their private residences here» 
among whom, to name a few only, we find members of the 
families of Sparke, Rogers, Waddon, Woollcombe, and later 
of Cobley, Soltau, Simons, Evans, and others; but the Hors- 
mans, the Moultons, and the Palmers may be mentioned, who 
not only lived here but evidently carried on business of some 
kind in the place itself. 

In the chart of the coasts of Devon and Cornwall in the 
British Museum, portions of which were reproduced by Lysons, 
^' Magna Brit.," Vol. VI, Plympton is shown pictorially and 
not with topographical accuracy. This plan was, I think, pre* 
pared for defence purposes, for several forts are marked ** not 
made," showing that certain points required defence. We 
have the castle of Plympton double walled, with moat, the 



Digitized 



by Google 



TRADE, COMMERCE, POPULATION 389 

houses running up close to it, to all appearance a fortress in 
being; the flag flying behind it shows the church tower; the 
church itself, being east, is concealed by the mound. The 
church of St. Mary appears with a spire and the Priory church 
south of it.1 (See page 365.) 

There is now no special trade or business connected with the 
place. The usual shops for the supply of the daily wants of 
the inhabitants are for the most part good, those in Ridgeway 
being the best, although the nearness of Plympton to the town 
of Plymouth prevents the growth of any large establishments. 
Ridgeway buns are still made and sold, but to us they do not 
seem to be so good as they were fifty years ago. Modern 
Plympton is well supplied with the necessities of modern life. 
After two or three unsuccessful attempts to start a company, the 
Plympton District Gas Company was formed in 1862. Water 
from the Moor is supplied by the Rural District Council, under 
which authority also roads and sanitary matters are dealt with. 
There is a Parish Council of eleven members, formed under 
the Local Government Act in 1894. ^^^ meetings are held at 
the Guildhall. Its seal has in the centre, at the bottom, the 
words: ** Parish Council of Plympton St. Maurice"; 
above is the crest of the family of Redvers, earls of Devon, a 
falcon with outspread wings, on one side of which is the date 
1242, on the other 1894. Around is a Latin inscription: 

**SlGILLUM CONCILLII PlYMPTON CoMITIS ALS Sc^. 

Thomas als Sc^ Mauritius." 

Near the crest of Plympton hill is a lode of good hematite 
iron. Some years since a small company was formed for 
testing its value and the prospect of working it with success, 
but the result proved discouraging and the matter dropped. 

An interesting map is that made for the Trebys in 1793 by 
David Palmer. Some houses have been built, but the altera- 
tions are few. There are some manifest errors. The Grammar 
School, for instance, seems to be incorrectly plotted. The 
ditch of the Castle is not shown distinctly, and on the north it 
will be noticed that there is no path or lane shown. There was 
probably a track here through the ditch, but early in the nine- 

> Brit Mus., Cott: Aug.; I, i. 35, 36^ 38 and 39. 
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teenth century this was improved, and in course of time 
widened and a proper road gradually formed, as we have it at 
present, by the waywardens. 

We give a reduced copy of the map and a copy of the tjook 
of reference belonging to it : — 

REFERENCES TO PALMER'S MAP 
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A. R. p. 
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6. House, etc. 


>> • • 
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8. House and Court 


Mr. Arscott . 
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Mrs. Winston 
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19. House and Orchard . 
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. Andersons . 
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21. House „ 


. Lakemans 


33 
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. Mr. Body . 
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23. Two Houses and Orchard 


. Mr. Perrymores 








and P. T. Treby . 
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. J. Palmers . 
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25. Orchard, House, etc. 


. Mr. Lang 


32 
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26. Orchard . 


. Perrymore . 


21 
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27. Keel Alley 


. J. Palmer . 


003 


003 


28. Garden . 


,, 
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29. Field . . . . 


Charity Land 
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30. White Hall House, etc. 


. J. Palmer . 
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I 29 


31. Shoot Park Meadow 
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32. Orchard and Garden 
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A. R. P. 


33. Orchard • . . . 


J. Palmer 
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17 
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34. Copse Orchard 


»» • 


. 2 3 24 
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35. Luttreirs Field 




I 


32 


I 20 


36. Strode's „ . . 




2 


34 


027 


37. House and Garden . 


J. Palmer 


. 


9 


008 


38. Lower Castle, Hayes 


Undivided . 


• 5 I 


8 


4 I 32 


39. Middle „ 


>> • 


• 3 3 


24 


3 I 3 


40. Higher „ 


>> • 


. 4 I 


16 


3 2 24 


41. Orchard . . . . 







37 


31 


4a. Roach *s Orchard 




I 


30 


I 18 


43. Brooking's Field . 


Mr. Hunt 
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34 
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44. Orchard . . . . 


»f 


. I 


>9 
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99 


. I 


2 


00 35 


46. Orchard . 




99 


. 2 


25 
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>> 
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38 
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l> • 


. 2 2 


30 
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49. New Meadow 




>f 


• 3 33 


3 13 


50. Brick Field 




P. 0. Treby 


. I 2 


38 


I I 32 


51. House, Garden 


f etc. . 


99 


. I 2 


38 


I I 32 


$2. House and Garden . 


Mr. Arscott . 


. 


39 


33 


53. Stable „ 


>» 


. 


9 


008 


54. Ruins and Court 


»> 


. 


17 


15 


55. Garden . 


• »> 


. 


7 


006 


56. Two Houses and Garden 


. Mr. Darby 


. 


9 


008 


$8. Court, Stable, and Garder 


1 Mr. Kite 


. 


28 


24 


59. House and Garden . 


>» 


. 


30 


25 


60. Hilly Field 


»» 


. I 3 


2 


I I 36 


61. Caddie Hay Meadow 


, p. 0. Treby 


. 2 


24 


I 3 8 


62. Higgin's Orchard . 


»» 


. I 


28 


3 38 


63. Palmer's Meadow . 


. Mr. Kite 


• 3 3 


13 


3 34 


64. House and Gardens . 


Mr. Richards 


. I 


36 


I 23 


65. House and Garden 


, Mr. Sparrow 


. I 


8 


010 


66. „ „ . , 


Mr. Cawse 


. I 


3 


36 


67. Orchard and Stable . 


»» 


. 


16 


14 


68. House and Orchard 


. Mr. Higman 


. I 


8 


010 


69. „ and Garden. 


. Mrs. Veale 


• 2 


20 


024 


70. ,, and Gardens . 


. Mr. Delaaeld 


. 


31 


26 


71. „ ff 


. Addiscotte 


. 


25 


21 


72. „ and Garden • 


. Davis's 


. I 





00 33 


73. „ and Tan 


yard . 


. Mr. Weeks 


. 2 


2 
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A. R. P. 


A. R. P. 


74. House and Gardens 


I . Anderson 


00 34 


29 


75. Charity Land . 


. Mr. Weeks, Occu- 








pier • 


2 16 


02 I 


76. House and Gardens 


J • Bryants 


26 


22 


17- ff >» 


• Hancock 


I 13 


I 4 


78. „ Gardens, etc 


. P.T. Treby, 








Trickey, Occupier 


32 


27 


79* », and Garden . 


. Captain Palmer . 


32 


27 


80. „ 


. Mr. Seal, P. T. 








Trebys 


32 


27 


81. Stables ,, 


. P. 0. Treby 


36 


30 


82. House and Orchard 


. Parsons 


24 


20 


83. „ and Garden 


. Bevis . 


I 27 


I 16 


84- M 


. Blaker . 


26 


22 


85- 


. Mr. Winter . 


30 


25 


86. ,, „ 


• Mrs. Snowden 


I 16 


3 28 


87. Orchard. 


• • »» II • 


II 


10 


88. Field . 


• II II • • 


I 4 


3 18 


89. Maysmeads . 


. 


030 


2 20 


90. „ 


. 


3 2 27 


3 13 


91. „ 


• . 


I 2 8 


I I 8 


92. House and Garden 


. Balhatchet . 


I 8 


020 


93. ,, and Tanyarc 


1 . Mr. Culme . 


3 28 


034 


94. Cross's Orchardylat 


B Seal's Paul O. Treby . 


38 


32 


95. Orchard. 


. Bovis's 


I 8 


010 


96. „ . . , 


. Squires's 


19 


16 


97. House and Orchard 


. WooUcombe's . 


12 


10 


98. Kennel Meadow 


. P. 0. Treby 


I 20 


I 10 


99. Orchard 


. Mr. Ilberts . 


25 


12 


100. Dark Street Meado 


w . „ Arscott 


038 


2 27 


loi. Field 


. ,, Darby . 


I 12 


3 24 


102. House and Garden 


. Shepherd 


22 


19 


103. „ „ 


. Barrows 


I 19 


019 


104. Orchard 


. Harfords 


I 24 


3 14 


105. Nothing 


. 


000 


000 


106. Orchard 


. Mr. Strode . 


I 22 


I 12 


107. Cates Orchard 


. 


I 3 


36 


108. Chapel Park . 


. J. Palmer . 


2 2 32 


212 


109. Two Houses and G 


arden Butlands 


I 13 


I 4 


no. Pieces . 


. Mr. Culme . 


2 12 


I 2 38 


III. Davisfield and Orel 


lard . 


I 1 8 


I 14 
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A. 


R. 


p. 


A. R. P. 


113. 


Field . . . . 


Mr. Hart 


. 


I 


16 


1 7 


"3- 


>> • • • « 


,, Bulteel . 


. 


3 


36 


032 


114. 


Island • . • , 


» ,» Culmes , 


. I 


3 


29 


I 2 18 


115. 


Hill Park 


. ,» Culme . 


. I 





26 


3 36 


n6. 


99 99 • * * 


„ Perrymore . o 


2 


37 


2 19 


"7. 


Addiscott's Field . 







2 


2 


I 19 


118. 


Stroud's Field 


J. Palmer 


. 


3 


28 


034 


119. 


Two Orchards 


, Penymorc 


. 





36 


30 


1 30. 


The Minister's Field 




I 





34 


3 34 


131. 


Carot Park . 


. Mr. Bastard 


. 


2 


28 


2 II 


133. 


Hombrook's Wood Park 







3 32 


037 


133. 


Coppice . . . , 







2 


19 


023 


134. 


Bavistow , 


. Mr. Culme 


• I 





30 


3 39 


"5- 


>» • • 


»» « 


• 5 


2 


32 


436 


136. 


f» • 


► »> 


• 3 3 


x6 


3 37 


137. 


Poor Field 


. Mr. Palmer, 


Occu- 












pier 


. I 


I 


19 


I 23 


138. 


Hornbrook's Cut Park 




I 


I 


5 


1 12 


139. 


Darby's Field 


. P. 0. Treby 


. I 





8 


3 21 


130. 


Carpenter's Field . 


. Mr. Strode . 


. 


I 


20 


I 10 


i3»' 


Wood Park . 


, Mr. Higmans . 7 


I 


I 


6 14 


132. 


Poor Land 







3 


12 


2 30 


^33- 


Stroud's Field 







2 


32 


2 14 


134. 


Little Walverwood 


. Mr. Pode 


. I 





5 


3 19 


135- 


Town Meadow 


• »i 


. I 





9 


3 22 


136. 


Smith's Shop and Garder 


1 Higmans 


. 





6 


005 


137. 


Houses, etc. . 


Hanafords 


. 





33 


28 


X38. 


Also House and Garden . 


P. 0. Treby 


. 





36 


30 


»39. 


House and Garden . 


Maddocks 


. 





10 


009 


140. 


>> >> • 


. Dronns 


. 





10 


009 


141. 


Church and Churchyard 







I 


8 


010 


143. 


Dark Street Meadow 


. P. 0. Treby 


. 


2 


4 


I 31 


143. 


Mel Meadow . 


» 


. 


I 


34 


I 12 


144. 


Garden . 




>> 


. 





18 


15 


145- 


Castle Meadow 




>> 


. 


3 


26 


032 


146. 


Ribbon Field . 




99 


. 


2 


22 


026 


147. 


Island „ 




f> 


. 2 





20 


I 3 5 


' 148. 


Walverwood . 




• >> 


• 3 


I 


16 


2 3 10 


149. 


f> • 




>» 


• 3 3 


8 


3 30 


150. 


Rock Park . 




>> 


. 2 


I 


IS 


I 3 34 


■ i5». 


>> 




»» 


• 3 


I 


20 


2 3 H 
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Sutnte 



No. Name. 


OWMBK. 




A. R. p. 


A. R. p. 


152. Cherry Park . 


P. 0. Treby . 


• I 4 


3 18 


153. Gedge's Close Meadow 






.300 


a 2 3 


154. M If 






.133^ 


I 2 22 


155. „ Close 






.313 


^33 


156. Huxton's Field 






. 4 36 


327 


157- 






. 3 a 10 


^ 3 39 


158. Caddie Hay . 






. 4 32 


3^4 


IS9, Three Comers 






• I 32 


I 12 


160. Wain Park . 






. 6 I aS 


5 a " 


161. Bam Park 






.906 


7 2 15 


i6a. Little Bam Park . 






. 2 35 


2 16 


163. Noble Park . 






.638 


5 2 33 


164. Mowhay 






. ao 


17 


165. House, Lawn, and Gardec 


^ »» 




.731 


622 


166. Magdalen Park 






. 3 36 


^ a 33 


167. Marsh Orchard 






. 3 I 36 


2 326 


168. Alcock's „ 






. I 32 


I 30 


169, Cistern ,, 






• 3 34 


039 


170. Almshouse Meadow 






. I II 


012 


171. Garden . 


. Higmans 




.005 


005 


17a. Nichols Garden 


. P. 0. Treby 


. 13 


II 


173. Orchard 


. Blakes . 


.009 


008 


174. Mitchells Orchard above 








the Pound 


. P.O. Treby 


. 3a 


oca; 


175. Borough Pound 




003 


003 


176. Castle Orchard 


. P. 0. Treby 


. a6 


32 


177. Orchard 


, Mr. Cawse . 


.007 


006 


178. House and Garden 


. „ Darby . 


. aa 


19 


179- 


.. Brooks 


. 10 


009 


180. „ and Cage 


. Messrs. Palmer and 






P. T. Treby 


. 14 


12 


181. ,, and Courts . 


. Mr. Cawse . 


. 15 


13 


182. „ 


. Kingdons 


. 13 


II 


183. „ . . . 


. Mrs. Snowden 


.009 


008 


184. House . 


. Sparrows 


. 10 


009 


185. Mr. Trickey, Jr., 








House, etc. 


. P. 0. Treby 


. la 


10 


186. House, etc. . 


. Mitchells . 


. 00 Si 


007 


187. Poundhouse . 


. Mr. John Treby 


.004 


004 


188. Two Houses . 


. Mrs. Snowden 


. 10 


009 


189. Mr. Trickey, House, etc 


. Mr. S. Trick 


y 


• II 


10 
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Statute 


Cnstomary 








acreage. 


acreage. 


No. 


Namb. 




A. R. P. 


A. R. P. 


190. 


Coach House, etc. . 


Mr. Palmer 


. II 


10 


191. 


GuildhaU 




14 


12 


192, 


Mayoralty House . 


P. 0. Treby 


. 24 


20 


193- 


House and Garden 


Mr. Bulteels 


. 16 


14 


194. 


Eveleighs House and 










Garden 


P. 0. Treby 


. 15 


13 


195- 


House, etc. 




Norris's 


.0011 


009 


196. 


»» >> 




. Rendles 


.008 


007 


197. 


House, etc. . 




Roseviars 


. 24 


20 


198. 


>f 9* 




Wilcocks . 


. 14 


12 


199. 


*i »» 




> Denbows 


. 14 


12 


200. 


»» >i 




Mr. John Treby 


. 14 


12 


201. 


Garden . 




. Higmans 


.DID 


33 


202. 


Castle and Garden 




6 3 28 


5 3 10 


203. 


Allen's Meadow 




109 


3 22 


204. 


Orchard 


. Mr. Arscott . 


.022 


I 29 


205. 


House and Garden 


Total, 


. 12 


ID 




ao3 3 37 


171 37 



In a former chapter we have endeavoured to calculate the 
population of Plympton in the Middle Ages, but we have no 
material dealing with it in later times. The census returns 
for the nineteenth century show that from 1801 to 1901 the 
inhabitants have nearly doubled in number. 

Yeam. Numbw or 

I8OI 604 

I8II 715 

I82I 762 

I83I 804 

1841 933 

1851 833 

1861 900 

1871 1084 

1881 1 146 

1891 1 139 

1901 1117 
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CHAPTER XII 
BIOGRAPHICAL 

Many men of eminence connected with Pljrmpton — Representatives in Paiiiament 
—Ecclesiastics — Robert of Plympton — ^John Brackley — The WooUcombes — The 
Strodes — Sir George Treby: sketch of his life— Monument in the Temple 
Church, and agreement for its erection — The Treby family — Richard Burthogge, 
Sir Joshua Re3molds, and Lord Edgcumbe — Other notable residents — Coodo- 
sion. 

IN this concluding chapter we propose to refer, for the most 
part briefly, to some of the most distinguished men who 
have been associated with Plympton, It would be easy to 
write a volume on the subject instead of a chapter. 

The number of eminent men who have been born in, or 
who have in some way been connected with the little town 
and neighbourhood, is somewhat remarkable. Many dis- 
tinguished churchmen have been natives or have been associated 
with it ; well-known politicians have represented it in Parlia- 
ment ; not a few able men have helped it in its municipal 
matters ; and the records of the Grammar School tell the tale of 
many a literary man, and of many an artist whose works have 
delighted his contemporaries and those who followed him, 
who received instruction within its walls. But these latter 
belonged to modern times. 

Among the representatives in Parliament from a remote 
period are found the names of members of well-known families 
of the West Country. One of the early members for the borough 
was Walter of Wodeford, and not long after came Robert 
of Englebourne and William of Bickleigh. All through the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the names of Martyn, Selman, 
Topcliflfe, Prowse, Wykes, Dowrish, Strode, and Fortescue 
occur with other local names, besides those who, so far as our 
present knowledge goes, had no particular connexion with the 
place or county. 
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No doubt the great Priory attracted many a scholar and 
literary man to its precincts by its library, and the knowledge 
and instruction to be obtained from some of its inmates, — 
learned men within its walls, and its theologians and preachers 
brought to Plympton those seeking to acquire knowledge to 
fit them for service to Church and State. 

Robert of Plympton finds a place in the second volume of 
Prince's ''Worthies," a book which still remains in manu- 
script. He lived in the reign of Edward II, was a canon 
regular of Plympton for a while, but he seems to have left the 
Priory, and became known as a great preacher outside its walls, 
as, no doubt, he had been within them. ^^ Devantos suos Evan- 
gelica Doctrina recte instituisse ejus que non fretce pietatis illic 
Exampla Del adhuc luculenter apparere.^^ He was a learned 
and good man. What benefices he held we know not, but 
he was archdeacon of Totnes, and appears to have magnified 
his office. He wrote several books, some of which we believe 
are still extant. 

Among other names we find Gilbert, Hugh, John, Nicholas, 
Robert, and William, all mentioned as of Plympton ; Roger 
of Plympton, rector of Bradstone, to whom a dispensation for 
non-residence for a year was given in 1331 to enable him to 
study; Simon of Plympton, abbot of Torre; Walter of 
Plympton, rector of Michaelstowe ; John of Plympton, vicar 
of Hatherleigh ; and Richard of Plympton, vicar of Kings- 
teignton ; and others similarly designated. These were, it 
may be, canons of Plympton, or connected in some way with 
the religious house, although this is not certain, and the place 
mentioned may be that of their birth or residence, as we find 
other names mentioned as of a particular place, where there 
was certainly no religious house. Some of these were leading 
men of their day. Of those we have referred to, the first, 
Gilbert, was prebendary of St. Buryan, afterwards vicar of 
Meavy, then of Ugborough, and who later was instituted to a 
prebend at Crediton. Nicholas was vicar of Dean Prior, then 
archdeacon of Norfolk, and at the time of his death was a 
canon of Exeter. Simon, who became abbot of Torre, held 
land in Plympton 35 Edward HI, and he certainly must have 
been a Plympton man. 

We have had occasion in former chapters to mention John 
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Brackley; he appears to have been a resident in this place, 
but he also had a house at Hooe, being a tenant of the Priory. 
St. Stephens was his dwelling here, a house no doubt named 
from the private chapel therein, for which he and Thomasia 
his wife obtained the bishop's licence in December, 1403. He 
founded the chapel of St* Maurice in his parish churchy and 
was member for the borough with John Cross in 1384. He 
and his wife Cecilia and his daughter Johanna paid 13s. 4d. 
to the prior of Plympton in 1481 for a rent of some kind. We 
are much inclined to think that his descendants were allied 
with the family of Sparke, who lived at Plympton for some 
time. John Brackley, the son of a Norwich dyer, was prob- 
ably a relative. He was a brother of the convent of the Order 
of Grey Friars or Friars Minor in Norwichi and was a doctor 
of divinity and a famous preacher. There is a letter from him 
dated towards the end of the year 1459, in which he ^mites 
incidentally of having been in Somersetshire a short time 
before.^ 

The Woollcombes have been connected with this parish for 
some generations. An early Woollcombe was constable of the 
castle. A Baldwin Wolcomb is mentioned in the Priory rental 
of 1481, and also a John Wolcombe alias Bawdyn and a 
Nicholas Wolcomb, tenants of the prior. These latter were 
probably the ancestors of the Woollcombes, having their homes 
at Challonsleigh, Bridge, Bickfordtown, and elsewhere in the 
neighbourhood. They appear from time to time to have filled 
offices under the corporation. One was coroner and town 
clerk in 1730. Some of them were attorneys, solicitors, and 
men of afi^irs, and the house the oldest now remaining in the 
town, described in chapter x, belonged to them, and was 
their residence for some time. William Wolcombe in 
1643 thought it well to try to make things safe, and 
obtained the following protection from Sir John Digby, who 
was then operating for the King at the siege of Plymouth, 
which was then proceeding : — 

** Whereas William Wolcombe of the parish of Plympton 
St. Mary in the county aforesaid being a man well a£Fected to 

^ Paston Letters, ed 1897, I, 269, 496. Also see "Gray Friars in Oxford," 
Oxford Hist Soc. 
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his Majesty and his subjects has paid the sum of ;C30, being 
proportionately according to his estate and the maintenance 
of the army. These are therefore in his Majesty's name to 
will and require all his Majesty's loving subjects and soldiers 
of what degree or quality soever they be not to plunder or 
pillage him the said W. Wolcombe either in his goods or 
estate or molest or trouble his person or family for any pre- 
tence whatsoever. Hereof fail not on pain of death. 

"John Digby. 

*' Dated at Plympton, 26 day of September, A.D. 1643." 

The Strodes have been at Newnham in the adjoining parish 
for centuries, and in their day from time to time interested 
themselves in the work and politics of the little market town. 

The returns of members of Parliament during the reign of 
Henry VIII are very imperfect, and the name of Richard 
Strode will not be found in our list in chapter iv, p. i8o. There 
is no doubt, however, that he was a burgess for Plympton in 
I5i2~i3» ^nd that for o£Fences against the stannary laws and 
for injury done to the tinners, of whom he appears to have been 
one, and for interference with their rights and customs he was 
lawfully condemned, and as he says imprisoned in '' a dungeon 
and deep pitte under the grounde in the Castell of Lidforde." 
Fortunately for him at that time he happened to be one of the 
collectors of fifteenths, granted by the then Parliament, and 
being a king's officer he was able to sue for a writ of privilege 
in the Court of Exchequer, and after an imprisonment of 
'*thre wekes and more" he obtained his liberty. He then 
succeeded in inducing the Parliament to pass an Act freeing 
him from the consequences of the judgment of the stannary 
court, and at the same time the tinners had some of their 
privileges further confirmed. Strode no doubt suffered much, 
for the ways of the tinners were harsh and often cruel, but that 
he was the aggressor and in the wrong is shown by the fact 
that an Act of Parliament was required to free him from the 
consequences of his misdeeds, which he was probably able to 
obtain by virtue of his being a member of the House of 
Commons. We have referred to this fully elsewhere, and have 
given a copy of An Acte concernyng Richard Strode.^ 

^ " Perambulation Dartmoor," ed. 1896, pp. 324-326. 
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Another Strode, Sir Williami was member for many yes 
— from 1601 to 1625 — and was succeeded by his second soa 
William, who sat for Plympton and Beeralston. He was 
man of note in the troublous times in which he livedo a vincfi 
tive politician, a bitter opponent of the King, and a vioki 
puritan. It was said that the prominent position he occupk 
was owing to his activity rather than to his ability or influeoa 
and also that he made all the bloody motions in the House. 

As one of the managers of Strafford's impeachment fa 
proposed that the Earl should not be allowed counsel; h 
threatened the Lords that if they did not agree to the execute 
of Laud he would set the mob of London upon them ; and h 
wished that it should be enacted that any one using- the Bock 
of Common Prayer should be treated as altogether outside tk 
law ; and no doubt he supported those who moved that any oik 
speaking or writing against the Directory should lose all kis 
goods and suffer perpetual imprisonment (see p. 277). He dkc 
before the execution of the King — which no doubt he wooki 
have liked to have witnessed — of a fever in the autumn of 1645. 
Two years before, while engaged in the siege of Plymouth, 
Sir Ralph Hopton's troops made a raid upon his house. We 
do not know that this was the family seat of Newnham — prob- 
ably not, as his elder brother, Sir Richard, was living thcR 
then, and also because the Commons introduced an ordinance 
for indemnifying him out of Hopton's estate, and if the hoosr 
had been his brother's this money would have gone to the head 
of the family. 

The Moulton family was resident at Plympton for some time. 
Edward Moulton, who married the daughter of, probaUj, 
Andrew Quicke, of Newton St. Cyres, towards the end of the 
sixteenth century, had several sons, the eldest of whoot 
William, married Jane Snelling, of Chaddlewood. He, too, 
had several children, one of whom, William, had for his first 
wife Elizabeth Luskcombe, of Rattery, and for his second 
Wilmote Woollcombe. His only son Edward was bom about 
1610, and in his younger days he became mixed up with tbe 
politics of the day and was active in the events of the revolu- 
tion then in progress. We are afraid he was somewhat of a 
time-server and soon found himself in difficulties. When the 
revolutionary party became victorious Moulton seems to have 
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been considered as having been its supporter, but in 1648 
information was given that he had borne arms for the King in 
Plymouth when it was a royal garrison. It was not for some 
lime after, not until 165 1, that any report was made, and then 
it was stated that Moulton had during the siege of Plymouth 
been on the side of the Parliament, and that he had run away 
ind joined the army of the King. If this took place, it is likely 
;o have happened when Prince Maurice had his head-quarters 
It Plympton, for it is stated against him that he petitioned the 
Prince to sequestrate the estate of his father, who was, he stated, 
i rebel against the King. Whether he expected to benefit by 
his unfilial conduct does not appear, but things could not have 
)een right with him, for it is said he fled from his house (at 
^lympton?) and kept with the enemy, boasting that he was 
(Torth ;^7000 and that he had ;^i5oo lent out at interest. Upon 
his his bonds and securities were taken from him. This was 
n October, 1651. A good deal of this was, no doubt, calumny 
nd slander, and it is not probable that much of what was said 
rsLS true. Had it been, Edward Moulton would not have 
•een allowed to rest in peace for so long after the things 
harged against him had happened, or that another three years 
''ould have elapsed before any inquiry was made or any steps 
iken to punish him for his alleged evil doings. He was not 
isposed to allow things to rest, and 23 July, 1652, he begs 
lat he may be discharged on the Act of Pardon, because, 
lOugh informed against in 1648, he had never been seques- 
tred. His petition was granted, his estate discharged, and his 
Dnds and securities were ordered to be returned to him. His 
»wnsmen could not have believed all the evil that was reported 
: him, for in 1653 he was made mayor, and he was re-elected 
i 1659, 16^9 ^nd 1670. He died in 1674, ^^^ it was his widow 
ho in 1687 by her will gave the three fields for the minister 
id poor as mentioned on page 353. 

The family of Treby was for some time intimately connected 
ith Plympton. George Treby, who was the eldest son of 
eter Treby, formerly of Holbeton, who had acquired a small 
•operty here through his marriage, was baptized at Plympton 
t. Mary, i January, 1643 — the sonn of Peter Treebie, Gent. 
tie father was the son of Henry Treby, of Holbeton, and his 

2 D 
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mother was Phillippai the daughter of William WooUcombe, 
of Pitton. Peter Treby married Joan, daughter of John 
Snelling, of Chaddlewood, and Frances Hele. These marriages 
with Plympton ladies no doubt brought' Peter to reside at 
Plympton, while his brother, who had married a lady of his 
own parish^ remained on there. 

We do not know where George Treby received his early 
education, or what led to his being sent to college or to the 
selection of the law as his profession, but he became a Com- 
moner of Exeter College 8 June, 1660, Foster saying that he 
matriculated 13 July in the same year. He left Oxford without 
taking a degree, and was admitted a student of the Middle 
Temple in 1663, and was called to the Bar in 167 1. He very 
soon made his mark and had a large practice, and Wood says 
that he was '' resorted to by clients for his eminent knowledge 
in the Common Laws of England." On the death of Sir 
William Strode he was elected in his stead member for his 
native town, the return being dated 5 March, 1676-7, and he 
sat for the borough in every parliament but one after, until his 
appointment as Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. In 
the succeeding parliament, summoned to meet 4 March, 1678-9, 
he was re-elected and was described as Recorder of Plympton. 
He was appointed chairman of the committee for the discovery 
of the popish plot in November, 1680 ; he was one of the 
managers of the evidence against William, Viscount Stafford, 
who had been impeached for high treason in connexion with 
it ; and, in the month following, the citizens of London elected 
him recorder in the stead of Sir George Je&eys, and he was 
knighted. In 1683, however, he was removed from the recorder- 
ship by the Crown in consequence of his championship of the 
rights of the city of London, and his successful advocacy of 
the defendants in the important case which established the 
monopoly of the East India Company. From this time until 
1688 he took little or no part in public affairs, but devoted 
himself to the active practice of his profession, being engaged 
in many important causes, among others being one of the 
counsel for the Seven Bishops. On the landing of the Prince 
of Orange he again accepted the recordership, which had been 
before offered him and declined, and on the Prince entering 
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the city, he headed the procession which conveyed the city's 
vrelcome, and as its spokesman addressed the new-comer in 
fulsome florid language. His whiggery and protestantism 
ivere now soon rewarded. He became Solicitor-General in 
March, 1688-9, and very shortly after Attorney-General, and, 
succeeding in retaining the recordership, he was placed on the 
Commission to exercise the offices of Lieutenant and Lord- 
Lieutenant of the City of London. On 3 May, 1689, he 
was made Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, and 
resigned the City Recordership. He proved himself an able 
judge, and became a person of importance, sitting frequently 
as Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons, and, in an 
interval, was one of the Commissioners of the Great Seal. He 
would no doubt have attained higher honours, but his career 
was cut short and he died, after a brief illness, 14 December, 
1700, in his fifty-eighth year. Sir George Treby had his de- 
tractors. A man who lived in those times, holding the position 
he did, would not escape calumny ; but his record was a good 
one, and although the poets of the day were venal, they would 
hardly have written as they did had he been so bad as some 
tried to represent him. One writes, the sentiment being 
better than the poetry : — 

Great without pride, and without wrinkles wise, 
Obliging without art, and just without disguise. 
Wise in his counsels, humble in discourse, 
Good without noise, and pleasant without force. 
Easy of access, willing to bestow, 
Regarded virtue, and forgot his foe. 

The poetry of Nahum Tate is not ihuch better than this, but 
he speaks of: — 

The steady temper, condescending mind, 
Indulgent to distress, to merit kind. 
From pride, from censure, and moroseness free ; 
Cautious in promise, in performance sure. 

And John Evelyn said: '* He was a learned man in his pro- 
fession, of which we have how few." 

The Lord Chief Justice was buried in the chancel of the 
Temple Church, Monday, 16 December. Le Neve says, 
**prioately with i doz. of Escocheons.** 
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His widow erected a monument .to his memory, which bears 
the following inscription, written by Dr. Fowke, a friend of the 
deceased : — 

JET. M.S. 

D Gborgii Trbby Eq Aurati, IC"*' 

Qui Agro Dev Oriundus. Genus antiquum 

Suis virtutibus mirifice illustravit 

Med Templi Alumnus & sociis Jus Municip Anglla 

Vid indole ed Industria coluit, ut palam turn fecerit 

Qualis tandem & Qui vir fiet 

Mactus Honore Senatorio, in inferiore Dome Juris 

Patrij et libertatem P. Anglicani us4 et us^ 

Rigidus Vindex 
Electus (quod dicitur) Rbcordator Magns Urbis sub 
Car: IPR. Imunitatum Civicarum & Chartarum 

(etiam tum Formidabili lite intentatd) 
Assertor^Strenuus, Gustos tenacissmus 
Sereniss** Guilblmo III^ Rerum potienti, dictus 
Attornatus Gbn: ita partes Regias tutatus est 
Ut subditorum Jura farta = tecta conservaret 
Exin, Summis meritis apud Eund* R capitalis 
Justiciarius de Com. Banco constitutus 
in Placitis dirimendis Patronorum Causarum Auditor 
Patientissimus Euodator acuticissimus Diribitor integerrimus 
Pro Tribunali Judex, in Causis Capitalibus Rigorem 
Legum et Summum jus, quantum Fas eratnativ^clementid tempera vit 
Par hisce omnibus vel Superior etiam Summo apud nos togse 
Fastigio, a Sagacissimo Principe plus semel destinatus 
nisi Ipse detrectasset — Dubium magis animi 
Moderatione vel magnitudine 

Inter haec ardua & operosa Nihil de Commi Studio? ratione 
Remisit & totam fere scientiar Encyclopbdiam devoravit 
Acerrimo Judicio foelicissimd memorid 

In tanto culmine eadem mens Idem animus ; Morum sanctitas 
Sanctitas sine Fuco, sine supercilio comitas Urbanitas 
In Admissionibus facilis in convictu splendidus Ipse 
Epulanmi Modiperator & conditor dulcibus & doctis AUoquijs 
Inter Amicos aequalis & apertus Domesticis Humanus 
Pauperibus munificus Beneficus omnibus 

His moribus, notis omnibus Summis infimis Corculum & Delicise 
Duabus etiam conjugibus optimis & opulentis & ex Utrdq 
Prole masculd superstite, abunde Foelix 
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Sir George Treby'i MoQument in the Temple Church, London. 
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Verum in hac rerum et officiorum Mole valetudinarius demum 
& (Viridi lic6t) Senecta fractus, Ipse quidem uti conviva 
Satur Honorem Dierum Opum — Lubens placide fortiter 
Vita hac Caduci excessit B Imortalitatem suspirans 
Plaudentibus Sed peorantibus Bonis omnibus. 

Dec 13° A° MDCC JEtat Suae 56 
O qualem virum : 

Probus Svavis Comis Ille Trbbbius 
Prudens^ Doctusq Elegant^. 

There is an error in the age as here given. The baptismal 
entry, as above stated, is i Jan. i64|. 

Above the monument is a shield of arms.* Sa, a lion ramp.^ in 
chiefs J bezantSy or. The monument is of white marble, as are 
the spiral twisted columns on each side. The capitals of the 
columns, the brackets, and the cherubs have been gilded. It 
was formerly in the body of the church on the north side near 
the vestry door, against a column, but about 1840 it was re- 
moved to the triforium, where it now is. We are able to give 
the agreement between the widow and the executors of the will 
of Sir George and the marble mason, for the erection of this 
monument, which is worth preservation : — 

An agreem* made betweene the Lady Treby Dorothy Grange 
Widd, Martin Ryder Esq' George Dodson Esq' & Humfry 
Pery Gen* of y* one p* & Samuel Ffowke of Fetter Lane 
London Master Mason of y* other p* as follows : 

The s^ Samuel Ffowke doth agree to make & sett up in the Temple 
Church on the Middle Temple side a monument of the best Genoa 
marble for the late Lord Cheife Justice Treby dec* to conteyne as 
followeth, about eleaven foot in height and the whole bredth of y* 
peere between the two windowes in widenesse to be made circular to 
wher the little pillers in the Church according to the modell now 
pduced by s* Ffowke, the bottom with Cherubim head and Trophy of 
Justice w^ wreathed pillars with engraved Catoofyds and compositt 
capitalls w^ Architect freeze and comish, compos pedem* w^ a sheild 
for the coat of Armes and an Vme a topp all hansomly engraved and 
carved as the s* modell shews and imports, with two boyes hansomly 
carved lyeing upon the pedement to ornament the same, w^ is not in 
the modell, therefore left to M' Fowke to do, if hee can afford y* 
same at y* rate hereby agreed upon, he agrees to referr y^ same and 
the whole work to any workemen the Lady shall appo3mt for that 
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puqx>se. The table to be of a suitable largnesse sufficient to oontejme 
hansomly the ndiole monameotall inscriptioQ as wrote for that purpose 
by jy ffowke w*^ a caracter sutaUe to the example givea bj him to 
s* Lady Treby. 

The s' W ffowke demands for this whole work one hundred potmds 
w^ the s^ Lady Treby and the others (Executors of the s^ late Lord 
Ch: Justice Treby) who have sett their hands hereunto have agreed 
to pay upon Condicon the s' monum^ shall be well done and sett up 
as afores^, and for that purpose the s^ M' ffowke agrees that the s' 
monum^ w" finish' shall be viewed & considered by any able wo rk man 
the s' Lady Treby shall appo3mt, & if hee judges it reasonable the 
s^ M' ffowke shall abate any thing of y^ s' loo^. Hee will abate 
accordingly the s' M' Fowke promiseing to use the s' Lady & execu- 
tors very reasonable in the premises and as well as the same can be 
afforded but in noe wayes to exceed the hundred pounds 'Witnesse 
our hands the 24 day of ffebruary 1701. 

Sam. ffulkes. Mary Treby. 

Dorothey Grainge. 
Hum: Perye. 
Geo: Dodson. 

Rec^ this 16 October 1702 of the Lady Treby the some 
of one hundred pounds I say rec4 by me . • . . 100 00 00 

Sam. ffulkes. 

Whereas by this Agreem^ M' ffowks was to have for setting up of 
my Lord Chdfe Justice Treby's monument but a hundred pounds 
And whereas it now appears by his bill that the said monument stood 
him one hundred thirty and one pounds and some shillings And the 
s' Lady Treby, Madam Grange and M' Rider with the rest of the 
Executors are very willing that the said M' Fowkes should be noe 
loser by itt Therefore in pursuance of their directions I Samuel 
ffulkes have this 19 day of ffebruary 1702 Rec' of the Lady Treby by 
the hands of George Dodson the further some of three & forty 
GjmnejTS which is five and forty pounds and three shillings And this 
is in fiill of all demands whatsoever for setting up of the said monu- 
ment In Witness whereof I have herewith my hand the day A: yeare 
above mentioned. 

45 03 00 by me Sam: ffulkes. 

Witnesse 

Dan: Dodson 
Rich^ Blackmore. 
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Endorsed on the outside. 

An Agreement between 

my Lady Treby and 

M' ffowlks about my 

Lord's Monument 

My Lady has paid M' ffoulks 

as it appears by his 

receipt within written. 

16 Oct: 1702 more 19 Feb: 1702 
as by rec* ^^45 3 o in all. 

On a separate memorandum, 

Disburatments by y* Mason about y« Lord Chefe Justis Treby's Monument 

J^ s, d. 

Paied for carving of the same 35 15 04 

Paied for Mason's worke 33 19 10 

Paied for sawing the same 06 00 00 

Paied for polishing y* same 15 10 00 

Paied for Smith's work and Painter . . . 01 05 00 
Paide for making goode y* wainscote and making the 

fence 02 00 00 

Paied for marble 37 00 00 

^^131 10 2 

It was undoubtedly the intention of Sir George Treby to 
found a family and to hand down the large fortune which he 
died possessed of to his heirs, and this intention it would seem 
his son also kept in view. Sir George was married four times. 
His first wife, whom he married in 1675, was Anna, daughter of 
Colonel Grosvenor, the widow of Blount, of the parish of St 
Bride, and his second a daughter of Standish, of Hatton Garden. 
There were no children by either of these marriages. His 
third wife was Dorothy Grainge, daughter of Ralph Grainge, 
who, Le Neve says, was an attorney, but who is described in the 
marriage allegation as of the Inner Temple, whom he married 
in 1684, ^^^ by her he had a daughter Maria, who died in 
infancy, and a son George. He married his fourth wife, Mary 
Brinley, of the parish of St. Peter le Poor, in January, 169}, 
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who had a fortune of ;^io,ooOy and by her he had a son Brin- 
ley, who was alive in 172 1. At the time of his Other's death 
his son George was a lad of sixteen years of age and his half- 
brother Brinley was about seven years old. From the £act of 
his grandmother, Dorothy Grainge, being an executrix of the 
will of the Chief Justice, it would seem that George Treby 
was left under her charge. We have no information as to her 
mode of bringing him up or of the education she caused to 
be given him. He does not appear to have gone to colleg^e, 
but he must have been well educated and have been a man 
of capacity and ability. He was elected member for Plympton 
at the age of twenty-four in 1708, and was re-elected Parlia- 
ment after Parliament until 1727, when, being also returned 
for Plymouth, and for Clifton and Dartmouth Hardness, he 
elected to sit for the last-named borough. In 17 18 he was 
appointed Secretary at War, and in 1724 a Teller of the 
Exchequer. By him Plympton House was built, as mentioned 
in chapter x. He died 7 March, 1741, leaving by his wife 
Charity, the daughter and one of the coheiresses of Roger 
Hele, of Halwell, two sons and three daughters. George, 
the eldest son, was M.P. for Dartmouth and Plympton, and 
was the sitting member for the latter place at the time of his 
death in 1761. He died without legitimate issue, leaving his 
property to his brother, George Hele Treby, the second son, 
who was a lieutenant-colonel in the Guards, and he died in 
1763 also without legitimate issue and intestate, and the pro- 
perty which had descended to the brothers, as mentioned in 
chapter x, vested in their three sisters — Charity, who married 
Paul Henry Ourry ; Dorothea Juliana, who married Edward 
Drewe, of Grange ; and Anne, who married Benjamin Hayes. 
Partition was made between these three coheiresses, and the 
Plympton property with other lands fell to the share of Mrs. 
Ourry, whose son, Paul, in 1785, assumed the name and 
arms of Treby. He married Laetitia Anne, daughter of Sir 
William Trelawny, Bart., and had issue, Trelawny, bom 1788, 
died 1801 ; Paul Ourry, born 1786, died 1862; Henry Hele, 
born 1800, died 1867 ; Lewis Montagu, born 1804, died 
1805 ; Laetitia Anne, died an infant 1783 ; Katherine, married 
William Molesworth, died 1823; Caroline, married Thomas 
John Phillipps, died 1831 ; Anne Letitia, married Erving 
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Clarke; Barbara, died 1858; Matilda, married William Clarke; 
and Blanche Jemima. 



Richard Burthogge was born at Plympton, and baptized 
in the parish church 30 January, 1637-8. He was the son 
of Richard and Honour Burthogge. Educated at the Grammar 
School at Exeter, he proceeded to Oxford, becoming servitor 
as chorister at All Souls, and taking his B.A. in 1658, com- 
pleted his college course by determination at Lincoln. He 
then went to Leyden to study medicine, took his degree there, 
and returned to Devonshire, settling down at Bowden, near 
Totnes, where he practised his profession with success for 
upwards of twenty years — according to Anthony k Wood, no 
friend of his, ''by that means and by two wealthy marriages 
hath attained a pretty full estate." He was a vigorous 
philosophical writer, and he gained a deserved reputation as 
a critic of Locke. He was a strong champion of toleration 
in religious matters and of the right of dissent, and published 
pamphlets in support of his views (''D.N.B.," Vol. VII, 453). 
Wood considered him a time-server, and in his amiable way 
says, he ''always kept pace with fanatics, temporized with the 
Papists in the reign of James II, and was therefore made a 
Justice of the Peace for Devonshire, which office he kept under 
William III as being a favourer of fanatics. He is looked 
upon as a person of considerable learning and of no less pride 
and ambition." He is said to have anticipated some important 
positions of Kant's philosophical system, known also as 
Hamilton's doctrine of the Relation of Knowledge. A full list 
of his writings will be found in the "Sheaves of Devon 
Bibliography," part iii, by the late Rev. J. Ingle Dredge. 
Burthogg died at Totnes, and was buried there in the parish 
church 24 July, 1705. 



Joshua Reynolds was born at the master's house of the 
Grammar School in 1723, and was baptized 30 July in that year. 
He was no doubt baptized by the name he was always after 
called, Joshua, but the entry in the Register reads "Joseph," a 

2 D 2 
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clerical error of the clerk, to whom Joseph was more familiar 
than the name given by the god-parent of the child. The 
story of Sir Joshua's life and his interest in Plympton has been 
often told, and we have nothing more to add to the facts con- 
tained in many memoirs, papers, and articles which are in 
print. We may, however, by the kindness of Major Parker, 
give a letter from Lord Edgcumbe to Mr. Benjamin Hayes, 
of Delamore, one of the governing body, showing that the 
election of Sir Joshua as an alderman of the borough was 
the result of Lord Edgcumbe's efforts. No doubt a similar 
letter was sent to the other aldermen. 

Mount Edgcumbe, 
Sir, " August, 1772. 

As we have had the misfortune to lose two of our aldemieD 
since I had the pleasure of meeting my friends at Pl3rmpton, it will 
be very necessary at the time we assemble to elect our new mayor 
that we should also fill up the vacancys occasioned by their death. 
1 would therefore beg leave to recommend Mr. Delacombe to supply 
the place of his late brother: he is an old Freeman, and a very hoaest 
and respectable man, whose integrity may be depended upon there- 
fore I hope he will be agreeable to you as I daresay he will to every 
one else. Sir Joshua Reynolds, a native of Plympton and one who 
will do honor to our Bench (or any Society he is a member of), is the 
person I would take the liberty of proposing for the other vacancy, 
and it will give me great pleasure to find these two gentlemen meet 
your approbation as I am thoroughly persuaded they will meet with 
the approbation of the Borough in general. 

Lady Edgcumbe joins with me in compliments to Mr. Hayes and 
all your good family and I am with great regard Sir 

Your most obedt. 

humble servant, 
(Signed) Edgcumbe. 



Writing to his brother James, the cynical Samuel Northcote 
on this occasion takes the opportunity to say some nasty things 
about Plympton and its elections. 

Reynolds died 23 February, 1792, but it was not until 1813 
that the National Memorial in St. Paul's was completed, and 
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it was not for nearly a century after^ in 19041 that the people of 
Plympton placed a memorial in the parish church of the town 
of his birth. 

And in this connexion two characteristic letters from John 
Ruskin may be given. The Rev. Percy Nicolas, the then in- 
cumbent of the parish, hoped to do something towards the 
restoration of the church, and also proposed to put in a painted 
glass window as a memorial to Sir Joshua Reynolds. Through 
Mr. J. F. Lewis, R.A., Ruskin was approached and promised a 
donation. In acknowledging the receipt, we suppose, of the 
money, Mr. Nicolas mentioned the way in which it was pro- 
posed to be appropriated, upon which Ruskin wrote : — 



Sir, 4 Dec, 1^6$. 

There has been some mistake either on Mr. Lewis' part or on 
mine. I understood that the business in hand was the repair of the 
Church which Sir Joshua had known when a boy, or the help of the 
schools connected with it — for either of those objects I sent the five 
pounds — not for a ** Memorial" window or anything else. I never 
have anything to do with memorials — no man needs them who 
deserves them — to Sir Joshua they are the maddest farce and there 
is no one now living who can design a glass window — it is utter 
waste of money to spend it so. Truly yours 

J. Ruskin. 



Mr. Nicolas wrote again, and in reply had a second letter. 

Denmark Hill, 
My dear Sir, ^ Deer., 1865. 

I am obliged by your letter. I think as you concur with me 
in feeling in this matter if you would use your influence with the 
subscribers to the painted Window, pointing out to them how 
utterly absurd and wasteful '' Memorials " in bad art to a man like 
Reynolds are, it might be possible to prevent the misappropriation of 
any fund in this direction and to devote whatever the lovers of 
Reynolds chose to give to the help of his father's school which would 
>e the right thing. j^uly yours. 

The Rev. Percy Nicolas. J' ^^^^^' 



Digitized 



by Google 



412 THE HISTORY OF PLYMPTON 

We can only in conclusion barely mention the names of 
some of the many families who have in various ways been 
connected with Plympton. The Rogers, ancestors of Lord 
Blachford, of Wisdom and Blachford ; the Mudges, descend- 
ants of Zachariah Mudge, the well-known divine of the 
eighteenth century; the Coffyns, originally of Butlas, Brixton, 
of which family Tristram Coffyn was a member, whose de- 
scendants in the United States are now almost numberiess; 
the Waddons, the Snellings, the Pollexfens, the Fortescues, 
the Sparkes, and many others, of these much of interest 
might be written, but we should be wandering somewhat afar 
from our history of Plympton, which we now bring to an end. 
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Abell, Mr. Lawriance, 359, 

Adcliza, The Lady, 55. 

Aisle, Extension of North, 221. 

Albreda, 54. 

Aldermen of Borougrh, 157. 

Aldridge Window, 228. 

Aletasters, 159. 

Allotment of Seats, 238. 

Alms Box, 237. 

House, Courtenay's, 354. 

Altars in Church, 216, 222. 
Aluinus, 9. 

Alured, 57. 

Ambry, 221. 

Apertures in Castle Walls, 51. 

Applethome Slade, 32. 

Arms of Becket, Thomas, 273. 

— Brackley, 273. 

— Buller, 227. 

Bury, 256. 

— Cotton, 263. 

— Courtenay, 224. 

— Exeter, Sice of, 224. 

— Little, 227. 

— Martin, 224. 

— Penelles, 224. 

— Redvers, 273. 

— Somaster, 256, 

— Strode, 224. 

in front of Guildhall, 315. 

Royal, 222. 

Arscott, John, 254, 281. 

John Strode, Town Clerk, 73, 



139. 



Mary Anne, 254. 



Arundel, John, 24. 

Maud, 24. 

Asser, Eadward's, Grant to, 1. 

B 

Back Lane, The, 4. 
Bailiff of Borougffa, 157. 
Baldwin de Redvers, 55. 

— ^— Later life of, 59. 

of Moeles, The Sieur Reviers, 



Baldwin the Sheriff, la 
Balk cavities, 5a 
Ballam's Brook, 3, 382. 
Ballium of Castle, 4a 
Band in Church, 241. 
Banks of Castle, 4a 
Barbican, The, 40, 53, 379. 

CasUe, 379. 

Barker, A. W., 344. 
Base court of Castle, 76. 

of Pulpit, 220. 

Bastard, Robert, 9, 
Battlement or kemell, 68. 
Bayeaux tapestry, 44. 
Beaufort, Margaret, 2a 
Bells, 243. 

Bell, Guildhall, 315. 
Bell-ringers, 243. 
Bellaworthy, John, 209. 

Robert, Grant to, 208. 

Bench-end, Old, 236. 
Benefice, 301. 

Income of, 306. 

Bennett, Roger, 276, 
Biography, 396. 

Boger, Deeble, Recorder, 158. 

John, Recorder, 158. 

Town Clerk, 159. 

Bohun, Humphrey de, 19. 

; — Mar^ret de, 12. 

Boringdon Camp, 2, la 

Lord, 25. 

Borough accounts, 162. 

Boundaries of, 156. 

Courts, 160. 

Feasts, 161. 

Limits of, i J3. 

Perambulations of, 152. 

Boundaries of Borough, 15S. 

Suggestions for alterations 

in Boundaries of Parish in 1650, 278. 

Brackley, Arms of, 273. 

Family, 398. 

John, 210, 275, 38a 
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Brent, John, Warden 1330, 208. 
Brewer, William, 64. 
Briscoe, John, 252. 
Brixton, 25, 29. 
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Broadmead, 33. 

Browne, Rev. Thomas, 260, 381, 330. 

Buildine of Castle, 66. 

Bull, Abraham, 277. 

Bull-baitingf in Castle, 74. 

Buller, Arms of, 227. 

Charles Reginald, 226. 

Gift of, 358. 

— — • Admiral Sir Alexander, 358. 
Burdwood, James, 278. 
Burg^esses, Capital, 157. 
Burf|^3me, Robert, 25. 
Burthogg^e, Richard, 408. 
Bury, 256. 

Arms of, 256, 

- Down, 2. 

Joane, 256, 2sa 

^— Samuel, 256. 
Business in town, 384. 



Cage, The, 377. 
Camden, 6^ 
Camp, Boringdon, 2. 
Canons of Plympton, 6, 31. 
Capellarum parochialium, 209. 
Capital Burgesses, 157. 
Carta Antiqua, 11. 
Carteret, Lord, 25. 
Castle and its lords, 38. 

Barbican, 379. 

Building of, 66, 

Ditches, 4a 

Events connected with, 76. 

Extent of, 52, 

Guard, Tenure of, 68. 

^— Improvements, 76. 

Interference with, by Geoi^ 

Palmer, 72. 

LitUe, 40, 53, 379. 

Plan of, 41. 

Preservation of, for public, 77. 

Repair of in 1893, 75. 

Ring, 2. 

Sports on, 74. 



Castles in Domesday, 46^ 

Cattewater, 3. 

Census, 395. 

Chalices, 239-40* 

Chantry Chapel, 210. 

Chappel, Richard H., 345. 

Chanties, 352. 

Charters, 81, 85, 127, 136, 174. 

Confirmations of, 138!, 87. 

First, 8a 

■ Municipal History, 79. 
Charter, Elizabeth's, of 1602, 95. 
Chateau des Olivets, 4a 
Chest, Iron, in Church, 223. 
Chimers, 243. 
Church, The, 205. 



Church, Alterations in, 21 1. 

of Blessed Mary of Plympton, 

207. 

Books, 289. 

■ Description of, 211-66. 

— - Earl^ building, 206. 

Its history, etc., 204. 

Plate, 239. 

Repairs to, 267. 

— - Room, 217. 

Wardens, 287, 297. 

Churchyard, 216. 

Cross, 214, 218. 

- 211. 

Civil War at Plympton, 7a 
Clarke, Frances Jane, 255. 

James, 266. 

Clauses, James IFs Charter, 129. 

Qergy, 275. 

^— Parochial List of, 282. 

Cloutte, Arthur, 342. 

Cnouville, Gilbert, 17. 

Coats-of-arms, 222. 

Cock-fipfhting, 75. 

Cock-pit, ^4. 

Coffin family, 412. 

Colebrook, 2. 

Collectine-box, 237. 

Collins, William, 277. 

Commerce, etc, 382. 

Commissions, Edward VI, 243. 

Consecration of Church in 131 1, 8o6w 

Constable of Castle, 67. 

Constables, 150 

Constitution of Borough, 157. 

Corin, John, 36a 

Coronas, 266w 

Corporation, Dissolution of, 174. 

Officers of, 157. 

Pews, 237. 

Property, 31a 

Sale of, 172^ 

Cotton, Arms of, 263. 
— — Sir Rowland, 263. 
County Police Act, 173. 
Courtena3rs, 17. 

— Descent of, 17 gi stq, 

Courtenay, Edward, 21-3. 

-^— — Death of, 2^ 

— — — Edward of Larrock, 24^ 
' Henry, 20-2. 

— — Hugh, 4, 12, 16, 21. 

— ^-^— John, 20. 

Mamiret, 24. 

Sir Phillip, 21. 

— — — — Thomas, 20. 

William, 22. 

Courtenay's Almshouse, 354. 
Court of Record, 159, 
Cover of Font, 236. 
Covers, Font, 235. 
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Cowbridge, Rev. David, 276. 
Cranch, John, 25. 
Cromwell, Thomas, 22. 
Crooke's Donation, 353. 
Cross, Church3rard, 218. 
Culme, Anthony, 251. 

Family, 251. 

Frances, 251. 

Culme, Grace, 251. 
Custodes capeUa^ 287. 
Customary Court, 159. 



Dark Street Lane, 4. 

Darley, John Nathan, 281. 

Dartmoor, 12. 

Davis, Rev. John, 335. 

Dead li^ht, 22a 

Dedication of Church, 210-16. 

Derivation of name of Plymptoo, 5. 

Devon, Earls of, 20. 

Edward, Earl of, 24. 

Disputed election, 1689, >S3- 

1702, 186. 

Dissent, 359. 

District Hall Company, 174. 

Ditches of Castle, 4a 

Domesday entries, 6. 

Dominical Barton of Sherford, 32. 

Drake, 2S|~S* 

Drake's Charity, 352. 

Drake, Mary, 258. 

Thomas, 258. 

Drewe, Edward, 36, 408. 

Dorothea Juliana, 36, 408. 

Duellist, 217. 

Dyer of Exeter, 5. 
Dynham, John Lord, 21. 



Eadward, Grant to Asser, x. 
Eari's Acre, 29. 
Eariy settlers, 4. 
Earthworks at Plympton, 39. 
Easter sepulchre, 221. 
Edgcombe, Margaret, 257. 

Robert, 257. 

Edgcumbe, Lord, 257, 411. 

Richard, Baron, Recorder, 

158. 

Edward I, Charter of, 85. 
Edwards^ Grace, 251. 
Election feasts, 202. 

of 1702, 186. 

Elementanr Education, 35a 
Elintona, 8. 

Elizabeth's Charter of 1602, 05. 
Emoluments of Benc^ce, 30a 
Episcopal Registers, 207. 



Erie Granee, The great, 31. 
Estuary of the Lara, 3. 

■ The Plympton, 3. 

Eucharistic vessels, 237. 
Exchange of Plymentun, i. 
Exchequer Domesday, 7. 
Exeter Domesday, 7. 

.Si^e of, 56. 

Extension of Churchyard, 214. 
Extent of Norman castle, 52. 



Fairs and Markets, 386. 

Feasting at Borough Courts, 161. 

— — — Elections, 202. 

Finances of Borough, 161. 

Fonts, 235. 

Font cover. Old, 236^ 

Forster family, 264. 

Robert, Rev., 281, 335. 

Lucy, 264. 

Samuel Peter, 264, 

Sarah Mary, 264. 

Fortescue, 254. 

Fortibus, Isabella de, 16, 83. 

Foundations of Castie Walls, 57. 

Fowermen, 292. 

Free Burgesses' right to admittance, 196. 

Tenants of Manor, 29^ 

Full, Frances, 261. 
Fulfilling Court, 159. 



Gallery in Church, 223. 

Garrets, 68. 

Gibbs, William, 277. 

Glass, Ancient, in Church, 224. 

Goddard, John, Warden 1330, 208. 

Godman, John, 20c. 

Grammar School, The, J 17-25. 

— — Buildmg, Alterations 

in, 346. 
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— Foundation Deed of, 

— Masters of, 33a 

Schemes, 337, 341-3. 

Grange, Manor of Plympton, 3a 

Grangia rentale, 31. 

Grant of CasUe by Elizabeth, 67. 

Indulgence, 1465, 214. 

Graveyard, 210, 

Great House, The, 366. 
Grey, Rev. William, 338 
Ground plan of Castle, 42. 
Guard, Tenure of Castle, 68. 
GmldhaU, The, 308. 

Bell-cot,^ 

— Portraits in, 313. 

— — ^— — restored to, 

31a. 
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H 
Hagioscope, 211. 
Hake, Walter, 209. 
HaU Company, The, 174, 310. 
Hamlyn burials, 257. 

Honour, 257. 

Mary, 257. 

;-^ Timothy, 257. 

Hawisia de Romara (Roumare), 55. 
Hayes, Benjamin, 36, 408. 

Anne, 36, 408. 

Hayne, Rev. William, 336. 
Hea Wood, 85. 

Hele, Elize, 317. 

Francis, of Cannington, 25. 

Jane, 317. 

Sir John, Recorder, 158. 

Walter,3i7. 

Will of Elize, 318. 

Hele's Charity, 352. 

School, Elize, 317, 

Hender, John, 317. 

-—-Mary, 317. 
Hide, The, 31. 
Hole, Harriet Jane, 255. 

Rev. Henry Tubal, 282. 

Tablet in Church, 255. 

Honours, la 

Hooker, John, 68. 
Horsman, John, 71. 
Houses, Old, 364. 

I 

Indulgences, 214. 
Iron chest, 223. 

Mine, 589. 

Ironwork of windows, 224. 

Isabella de Fortibus, Confirmation by, 

Inq. p,m, of, 16. 



James II, Charter of, 127. 
Jones family, 247, 262. 

Rebecca Battersby, 247. 

Richard, 261. 

Thomas William, 259. 

"Justice, The/' 159. 

K 
Keep on mound of Castle, 52. 

Shell, 49. 

The Norman, 47, 52. 

KeUy Tablet in Church, 255. 

Rev. Maitland, 271, 282. 

Kemell or battlement, 68. 
King, Sir Peter, Recorder, 158. 
Kite, Gift of WiUiam AUen, 355. 

Katherine, 265. 

William Allen, 225. 

Window, 225. 



Langworthy, George, 281. 
Lara, Estuary of, 3. 
Leases of tithes, 304. 
Leland, 68. 
Ley Wood, 85. 
Liberties to Pl3rmpton, 80. 
Limits of Borough, 153. 
L'Isle, William, Count de, 63. 
Little, Arms of, 227. 

Castle, The, 40. 

Loften, 265. 
Lords of Plympton, 3a 
Lydford, Destruction of, 52. 
Lywerdisghyre, 208. 

M 

Maces, 314. 

Manor Court Jury, 2. 

i340» Particulars of, 17. 

of Plympton Grange, 30U 

Mills, 381. 

Manors, Plympton, 2. 

Markets and Fairs, 387. 

Marshes, The, 3. 

Martin, 254. 

Masters of Grammar School, 330. 

Maurice, Chapel of St, 21a 

St, His martyrdom, 21a 

Maynard, Thomas, of Sherford, 317. 
Mayors, List of, 168. 

Members of Parliament, 177, 182, i8q. 
19a ^' 

Memorials of the dead, 246. 
Merchem, 43. 
Mills, The Manor, 381. 
Minutes of Proceedings at Borough 

Courts, 1 6a 
Moeles, Sieur Reviers, Baldwin of, 54. 
Mohun, Isabel, 24. 

John, 25. 

William, 24. 

Monk, Christopher, 25. 
Monument, Sir George Treby, 404. 
Morley, Earl of, 25, 70, 75, 173. 
Moulton's Chanty, 353. 
Moulton family, 254, 354, 400. 

Mary, 353. 

-William, 125. 

Mound of Castle, 4a 

Mount Edgcumbe, Earl of, 158. 

— — ■ Resignation 

of office of Recorder, 171. 
Mudge family, 41a 

Window, 229. 

Municipal History, 79. 
Music in churches, 24a 

N 
Nave roof, 273. 
Newnham Valley, 3. 
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Newton Ferrers, 31. 
Nicholas, Taxation of Pope, 206. 
Nicolas, Rev. Percy, 222, 282. 
North, Rev. Samuel, 265. 
Notherell, Daniel, Rev., 276. 



Officers of Church, 273. 
Old houses, 362. 

-- Street, 239, 372. 
Oltramare, Rev. Jonathan, 281, 331. 
Ordinances of Borough, 1 17. 
Organ, 241, 242. 
Ourry Charity, 36, 408. 
Paul Henry, 36, 408. 



Palisade of early earthworks, 43. 
Palmer, George, 72. 

John, Town Clerk, 159. 

Robert, Town Clerk, 159. 

Palmer's claim, 197, 
Map, 



Parish Council,"^^^ 

Parker, George, 25. 

Parliamentary representation, 177. 

Patens, 240. 

Patent RoU, James II, 128. 

Patey, Rev. George Phelps, 340. 

Payment by Burgesses under charter, 

Pealings, The, 6. 

Penlynton, 5. 

Pension debenture, 359. 

Perambulations of Borough, 152. 

Pews, Corporation, 237. 

Phillips, Rev. Thomas Murphy, 336. 

Pictures in Guildhall, 312. 

Pie Powder, Court of, i6a 

Pig-drivers, 159. 

Plan of boundaries of Borough, 156, 

Castle area, 41. 

Plate, Church, 239. 

Lost Church, 240. 

Plemestock, 6. 

Plintona, 4. 

Plintone, Domesday manor of, 79. 

Plymentun, i. 

Plympton ancient fortification, 10. 

Barony of, 1250, 11. 

1340, 12. 

Canons of, 31. 

Capture of, 56. 

■ Derivation of name of, 5. 

Extent of Manor, Domesday, 



Plympton Grange, Manor of, 3a 

Honour of, 11, 24. 

House, 366. 

Building of, 367. 

Manor, Extent of, 25. 

Taken by Essex, 7a 

Waterworks, 380. 

Plympton St.Mary,Land of Manor in,26. 
Plym River, The, 5. 

Plymstock, 25, 27. 
Plymtree, 6, 
Pode, John Duke, 175. 
Police Act, County, 173. 
Pollexfen, Edmund Henry, 25. 
Population, 91, 395. 
Port, Catherine, 257. 
Portraits in Guildhall, 313. 
Prepositi Burgi, 168. 
Prideaux, Herbert, 25. 

Humphrey, 25. 

Priory, The, 3a 

Mills, 3. 

Pulpits, 234, 237, 239. 
Putlog holes, 51. 





Quarter Sessions, 159, 160. 



Radcliffe, Copleston Lopes, 372. 
Ramparts, 68. 
RawUn's Gift, 354. 
Receding of water, 3. 
Recorders, List of, 158. 
Redoubt, The, 4a 
Redvers family, 230. 

Baldwin de, 57. 

Lords of the Castle, 16. 

Richard de, 55. 

Reform Act, Effect on Plympton, 171. 

Registers, Parochial, 283. 

Rent, Discontinuance of payment of 

Borough, 172. 
Rental, Plympton Grange, 32. 
Representation, Parliamentary, 177. 
Responds, 222. 

Return of Members to Parliament, 177. 
Revell's Gift, 35a 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, 264-5, 33^* 40'» 
— Birth -room of. 



348- 
of. 173. 



> Sale of portrait 



Samuel, Rev., 264, 332. 



25. 



Gas Company, 389. 



Ring, The CasUe, 2, 68. 
Ringers, 243. 
Robms family, 412. 
John, 250. 
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Roman cainp or settlement, 39. 
Rope yam factory, 385. 
Royal manor of Plympton, 79. 
Ruskin, John, Letters from, 411. 
Ryder, Martin, Recorder, 158. 



St. Thomas of Plympton, Chapel of, 207. 
Scavens^ers, 159. 
School building, 328. 

of Plympton, The Free, 317. 

Elize Helens, 317. 

The Grammar, 317. 

Scott, Rev. Georgre Mallet, 225, 26a 

Nanny, 26a 

Window, 225. 

Screen, 236. 

Seal of Lords of CasUe, 53. 

Parish Council, 395. 

Searle, Rev. John, 360. 
Seat-seUers, 238, 292. 
Seats, Allotment of, 238. 

in Church, 237. 

Sedan-chair, 315. 

Sedilia, 213. 

Serjeants at Mace, 159. 

Settlers, Early, 4. 

Shaugh, 25, 29. 

Sheepstor, Manor of, 69. 

SheU keep, 49. ^ . . , „ ^ c 

Sherford, Bnxton, Dominical Barton of, 

Shlrwell, William, 275. 

Slanning, Nicholas, y^ ^ ^ „ 

— Sir Nicholas, Recorder, 155. 

Smith, Rev. Roger, 271, 282. 
Snelling, Emanuel, 253, 374. 
Somaster, 256. 

— Arms of, 256, 

Somerset, Edward, Duke of, 23. 
Sons of freemen. Claims by, 196, 
Sparke, John, 2A9. 
J_- Edward, Town Clerk, 159. 

FamUy, 248, 2^9, 253. 

Maria, 247, 248. 

. Nicholas, 249. 

Sports on Castle, 74. 
Squints, 221. 
Stafford, Humphrey, 21. 
Stannary Town, 386. 
Stocks^ 3x5* 

Stoke Damerell, 29. 

Stokes, Rev. John, 281. 

Streets, The, 362. 

Stringed instruments m churches, 241. 

Strode, Arms of, 256, 

Family of, 256, 399. 

George, 280. 

. William, 40a 

Subsidy Roll, 1522, 91. 
Survey of Honour, 1651, 69. 
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Swilly, 29. 
Sydesmen, 292. 



Taprell, Rev. Richard, 280, 330. 
Taxation of Pope Nicholas, 1288, 
Tewkesbury, Battle of, 21. 
Thirteenth Centuir, CasUe in, 62. 
Thomas, Statue of St, 220. 
Tidal waters. The, 3. 
Tithes, 301. 
«« Ton," The suiEx, 5. 
Torry Brook, The, 2, 5. 
Tower, The Church, 222, 

Building of, 214. 

Screen, 236. 

Transitional Norman, 213. 

Town Clerks, 159. 

Tozer, Robert, 252. 
Trade, etc, 382. 
Trelawny, Florence, 24. 

— John, 24. 

Wmdow, 23a 

Treby family, 36, 401. ^ ^ , ^ 
George, Recorder, and CJ. Com- 
mon Pleas, 158, 401. 
Monument of, in Temple 

Church, 404. 

Henry Hele, 23a 

Gift of, 3s6w 

John, Town Clerk, 159. 

Wmdow, 22^ 

Trees in yard, 218. 
Trematon Castle, 52. 
Tretherf, Margaret, 24. 
, Elizabeth, 24. 

John, 24. 

Thomas, 24. 

Trevor, Sir Thomas, 158. 
Tribal names, 5. 
Tritton window, 229. 
TurbiU, George, Recorder, 58. 



U 



Underwood, 2. 



Valley, The Newnham, 3. 

. — Torry, 3. 

Vawterd, Constable of CasUe, 67. 

Vernon, WiUiam de, 55. 

Vivian, John, 24. 

Voss, 39. 

Vyvian, Sir Richard, 25. 

W 

Waddon, Richard, 257. 

Wardens of Chapel of St Thomas, 20B. 
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Wardens, Eariy, 208. 
Walls of CasUe, 4a 

south aisle in Church, 221. 

Water about Castle, 43. 
Way Wardens, 292. 
Wells, 384. 

Wesleyan Chapel, 361. 
Williams, Rev. Charles Kevem, D.D., 
282,3^ 

John, 279. 

WiUiam, 28a 

William and Manr, Charter of 1692, 136. 
Willis, Browne, 09. 
Windows in Church, 224-5. 



Wood, P. Derwent, 266. 

Woodbine Villas, Pavement below sur- 

&ce near, 4. 
Woods at Pljrmpton, 6. 
Woodwork in Cfhurch, 236. 
Woollcombe family, 398. 

Henry, 68. 

John, 259. 

William, Town Clerk, 159. 



Yeo, George, 25. 
Yonge, Mrs., 217. 
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